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COAST RECORDS OF THE RISE OR FALL OF THE LAND

The peculiar forms into which the sea has molded its shores are various. Of these the more
significant are the rock cliff, the cut rock terrace, the sea cave, the sea arch, and the sloping cliff and
terrace, among the carved features; and the barrier beach and built terrace, among the molded forms.
It is important to remember that the molded forms, by the manner of their formation, stand in a
definite relationship to the carved features; so that when either one has been in part effaced and made
difficult of determination, the discovery of the other in its correct natural position may remove all
doubt as to the origin of the relic.

In studies of the change of level of the land, it is customary to refer all variations to the sea level
as a zero plane of reference. It is not on this account necessary to assume that the changes measured
from this arbitrary datum plane are the absolute upward or downward oscillations which would be
measured from the earth’s center; for the sea, like the land, has been subject to its changes of level.
There need, however, be no apology for the use of the sea surface as a plane of reference; for it is all
that we have available for the purpose, and the changes in level, even if relative only, are of the greatest
significance. It is probable that in most cases where the coast line is rising from uplift, some portion of
the sea basin not far distant is becoming deepened, so that the visible change of level is the algebraic
sum of the two effects.

VOCABULARY

1. Mold (v)
A) To remove dirt from something by rubbing
B) To melt and make something cold in a particular shape
C) To shape or form something solid and liquid
D) To become liquid

2. Determination (n)
A) Act of finding exact place, level, amount etc.
B) A period of discussion or thought
C) The quality of trying to finish something when it is difficult
D) A principle about what is morally right or a perfect standard

3. Customary (adj)
A) Someone who comes from a different country
B) Something that is normal because it is the way something is usually done
C) The beliefs or way of life
D) A group of shops together in one large covered building
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4. Variation (n)
A) Great increase
B) Something that is slightly different from the usual
C) A difference between similar things
D) A way in which two or more people or things are not like each other

5. Arbitrary (adj)
A) A word having the same meaning with another
B) A word that means the opposite of another word
C) Based on chance or wish rather than reason
D) Behavior that seems strange, funny, silly

6. Available (adj)

A) Something impossible

B) Something that can be used or can easily be bought or found
C) Someone or something who haven’t lived very long

D) Something who has existed for a long time
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