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THE MAMLUKS 
• • 

INTRODUCTION 
in Europc ıhc ı\bmluks of Eg) pt ore rcmcmbercd as 
'>0-Ctllcd 'SIO\c Kings' who dro'c 1hc Crus:ıders 
from ıhc l lolı 1.and; but rhcı "ere for more than 
1hat. Though its fronticrs barclı changcd, ıhc .\lam­
luL Sulıan:ıtc rcmained a 'great powcr' for two and a 
h:ılf ccıııurics. lıs armics werc thc culminntion of a 
nıili1ary trndition sırctching back to thc 8ıh ccnrury, 
and pro' idcd n model for thc c:ırly Onoman Em pire, 
whosc O\\n armics reachcd thc g:ıtt.., of Vicnn:ı only 
t\\Cl\c ıcar;, aftcr ıhc .\lamluks "ere o'crıhro\\ n. 

Thc \r.ıbic \\Ord ma111/11k mL-:tnı a ;oldicr rc­
cruiıcd as a ıoung sl:ı,e, then 1r.ıined, eduea1cd :ınd 
relc:ı>cd "' :ı full-time professional. 1 n c2rlicr ccn­
ıurics mıı111/11l·s, or glıulams as 1hc) \\Crc ıhcn Lnown, 
formctl ıhc core of mosı ,\1uslinı arınics (scc c.g. 
.MAı\ 125: 71ır Armie.ı of 1.ı/am 71/ı flliı Cr11/111'İes; 
.\1AA 171: Stı/01/i11 1111d ılıt Sar(lccns; .ıncl .\1AA 255: 
Arııııes ılf ılıt A<lııslim Co11q11tsı). 1\'los1 \\Crc ,-,f 
Turkish origin, rccruiıed from thc pagan peoplcs of 
Cenır:tl Asi1; and bı ıhc tzth ccnıurı mo�1 \luslim 
annics sccm to ha\'C bccn largcl) Turlish, \\ hcthcr 
mJm/ul:s or frce-born Turcoman nomad warrio� -
C\Cn 1ha1 of1hc greaı Saladin, foundcr of1hc Aı ı ubid 
dynas1ı , whcı was himself a Kurd. 

Thc lası cffccıivc Ayyubid rulcr, al Snlih, ıricd to 
rcunify ıhc frngmcıııing Ayyubid srnıc :ınd iıs :ırınics 
b� buying grcatcr numbers of Turki>h 11111111/uks for 
his own forccs bascd in Egypı. Thcsc becnme al 
Salih's famous Balırıyalı rcgimcn1 and his snıallcr 
JamJarıyalı guard . .\longol İn\asion;, acr<>'-" \Ouıhcrn 
Russia and 1hc t.:kr.ıine had mean\\hilc uprootcd thc 
Kipchal Turls of  these lands, rc>ulıing in far greaıer 
nunıbcrs of slavcs bccoming availablc (sec Elite 30: 
Aııılıı 1111ıl ılıc /•lomnıl Norılcs). Alıhouglı al Salih's 
elite /J11/ır(>ı11/ı and J11111dnr(y11/ı oııly nunıbcrcd 
around onc ıhousaııd men, thC) wcrc ı:ıughı ıo ıakc 
pridc in ıhcir 11111111/uk background nnd iı \\aS 1hcy 
who led ıhc re' oluıion which O\'cr1hre" al Salih 's 

f:lnn1p/c..-..' of\ taılıluk 
hcnıldr.' (ııfrcr \J,·inc.v:J.c)�· 
(A) lntc: 131/ı cc:t1ı.; (IJ) cnrlJ' 
14clı cctıt .. · (C} ııri<l-14ıh 
ct.•111.: (IJ) t.•:ıı·IJ' ı.Jtl> ccnr.; 

g�gp 1 
oOa 

c 

(E) /ate ı�tlı cc11ı.: (F) mid­
'·'th ccı11.; (G) cıırf.l-mid-
' 5ch ccı11.; 
(fl-1) l:ııe ısılı ''c:nı, ııtın-
111an1lıık ııJİ/irnrJ clnss. 

son, pa,ing 1hc ">l for a .\lamluL Matc. (Throughour 
ıhis bool ıhc ıcrm "ill be prinıcd 1111111ı/11k in 
rcfcrcncc 10 a soldicr of sla•c origin, and \lamlul in 
refcrcncc 10 1hc sıate scı up b� ıhcsc ırclC)p' in ı 250.) 

• • • 

Thc ı\tlnnıluk Sulıanaıc was a miliı:ırı sıacc, 
11111111/uks pr o' iding ıhe foundaıion of boıh :ırmı and 
go' crnnıcnı; thcre was also a grca1cr conccnıraıion of 
po\\cr in C:ıiro than undcr thc prc' iou\ \) ı ubid 
Suluna1c. 'or did ınaın/111! 'men of 1hc '"ord' feci 
anı infcriorİ1) in rclaıion to those bom frec, ıhough 
cİYİlian 'men of ıhe pen' continucd 10 plaı a 'ital 
adnıinis1ratİ\ c role, particularlı in 1hc Dırra1111/ Jayslı 

or Arnıy Mini�ıry . 

ı\notlıer fcauırc "hich sc1 11111111/ııks apan from 
mosc ıııilirnry elite.� of mcdicval Europc was thcir 
dedication to city life - not jus1 any ci1y, buı C.:ıiro. 
where ıhcı clung ıo ıhcir barrack� C\Cn during thc 

] 
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severest plaguc>. Todaı the old quarıcrs of that citı 
are sti li domin•ted bı elaborate domes 2nd minarcts 
daring from thc �lanıluk Sul1ana1c, a\ thc\c soldicrs 
werc aho piou\ �luslinıs endo" ing do1.cn' of rcli­
gious buildings. Yet the 1110111/ııks \\ere ofıcn a 
parado\, lıorrİf) ing ınorcconvcntional ı\1usliıns wiıh 
ıhcir clabortıtc displtıys, cx1rnvag:ınt C0$1L1111c, and 
lovc of bmh public and privatc cnıcrı:ıinnıcnt - 1hc 
lattcr snid ıo lc3'C little 10 thc imagination. (The 
lrahıa11 \ ıglııs Ta irs, after 211, rcachcd thcir final 
form in �lamluk Cairo.) Fc" mamlul:s lcamed 
Arabic, and ıheı normaUı marricd girl\ of Turkish 
sla\C origin or ıhe daughtcrs of othcr muınlııks. 

During the !ate 13th ccnturı ıhc 111 u111/ııl:s ıiewcd 
many aspccıs of �longol militarı organi1.aıion, tactic s 

• 

SUl(NNA • 
AIJJll.A 

Kanem-Bomv 
A8ESlHll • 

• 

Hamluk frontiers 
c.1300 AD 

- c 1450AD 

KUFRA 
• 

AL FASHCR • 
Darfvr 

and \\Caponrı as an ideal. belieı ing that thcrc '" 
almost noıhing for them ıo lcarn from Euro pc 
Comparcd "iıh ı 3th-century Crusadcr armies, �1111> 
lims had sho" n supcrior discipline, particularlı i 
uniı cohesion and an abilİC)' 10 rally af1er dcfc-Jt. l.il\ 
ehe Ayyııbicl armics bcfore ehem, ı\l:ınılu� armi<1 
basically rclicd on a combina1ion of ır:ıdiıion• 
lslamic ancl ııcwcr l'urkish Ccntral ı\sian sıylcs � 
warfarc. ln cıthcr rcspecıs, howcvcr, \lanıluk mil� 
tar) administration "as more highly 'trucıurcd, anı 
al1hough thc armies were srill dh idcd into disıinc 
sec1ion� thc\C no longcr had equal \tatu\. 1 nstcıı. 
thcrc \\Crc clear dilferences bct\\ccn mamlıık arıı 
frccborn troops. 

it would also be wrong to thinl ıhaı 11111111/111 

•SCNNAll 
Abyssinıa 

AXlJH • 

HCOINA • 

AROA6 fl 
ç;:g \ eTA�llll 

lfOSllL ıran 

HAXAOAlıl 

BAGHDAO 
� ..... .-, 

lraq 

• 

---�BASRA 

Arabıa 

SANA'A 
• Yemen 

HVOAYOA 

• 

SHIHfl 
• 
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>rmics rcmaincd ıhc same tlıroughouı \lamlul his­
toı: FollO\\İng ıhc ovcrthrow of ıhc l•�ı A))Ubid 

Sultan in Eg) pı in 1250, frccborn Kurdi•h ıroops 
ıcnded ıo migr.ıtc ıo Syria, whcrc minor Aıı-ubid 
princes stili rcigncd. \Viıhin only a fc" }COTS ıhe 
Manılul Sulıanaıc foccd a dcvastating t\longol inva­
>ion whiclı w:ıs halıcd at ıhc ılcdsivc baııle of 'Ayn 
jahıt in 1260. For ıhc ncxı fcw ycars t\1anıluk armics 
11crc a hoıchpoıch of 1111111ıl11ks, A)) ubid surl'ivors 
and dissidcnı :.1ongal rcfugC<'S kno\\ n •• H'ııjitliyalı. 
.\ne" •rmı \\OS ıhcn dc,clopcd, and ıhc grc31 Sultan 
lhıba,-,, \\3S largclı rcsponsiblc for İl'> morc form•!, 
cohcn:nı miliıar) instirutions. Thc il ajitl�ı·ah were 
no" thc nıoin •ource of frccborn ı roops, •onıc 3,000 
of ıhcm arrhing in Syria as fullı ıraincd adult 
warriors. Buı wclcomc as ıhcy wcrc, ıhc�c IVfljit!iytıh 
wcrc 1101 allowcd ıo renıain 'ı scparn1c milicnry unir, 
inııcad bcing dispcrsed amongsı ehe 111tu11/11k regi­
mcnıs of ıhc Sulıan and his amırs. 

''" surprisingl), militarı <ıeicncc "•' takcn 

striou>I) in ıhis miliıarizcd sıaıe. For ccnıurics ıhe 
\r.b' 2nd Pcrsians had wriııen bool'> on miliıary 
ıhcorı, buı under ıhe ,\lamlul Suhans practical 
crc:ııi'><.., "riırcn for srudy by junior ofliccrs sıartcd ıo 
appcar. \noıhcr characıeristic of J\1nmluk go"crn­

menı was iıs conccrn wirh spies and inıclligcncc 
sourccs, poliricnl and ınilirnry sınıtagcıııs, sccrccy 
and claboraıc ruses. The Sulıan uscd similar nıcthods 

\l.ııııhık Sıılıans 

IB•hn \bmlul< 1150 1390) \I S1hh ı,ma'il 
\)bal 1250-ı.z57 \1 Kamil Shı'lnn 

'llılbn lıbaL 1257-1159 Al ı\1u1.aff;ır l lıjji 

ıo moniıor ıhc lo)altı •> \\Cll 3" ıhc compcıcnce of his 
scnior ıımırs or oflicc"; and the facı ıhaı ıhe Sulıan's 
own 11111111/11/u \\Crc mo-;tl) sıationcd in C:ıiro's hugc 
Citadcl, "hile mosı of  ıhc:- scnior 1111ıırs and ıhcir 
troops .ılso lhcd in C.iro ciı), nıadc iı casicr for ıhe 
rulcr W kccp an e)C on everyone. (j,jl \\ars anıongsı 
ıhc llltlllllrd· elite were conımon, buı ıhc ordinary 
pcoplc rurcl} suffercd: such conOicı' wcrc shorı, 
normali) in' olving onl y ıhe 11111111/ıd·s ıhcmsclves, and 
ofıcn cndcd "iıh a 'pcace fcası' beı \\ccn ıhe conıend­
ing parıic,. Bı rhc 15ıh cenrurı, ho \\C\Cr, iı •cemed 
ıhaı ıhe 11111111/11ks did Linlc rcal fighıing, dc,piıc ıhe 
faction-riddcn '>latc of ıhe Sulıanatc. Thosc "ho 
sun·i,cd ıhc man) plagucs mosıl) dicd in their 
sixıies, sc,cnıics or e"en eighıics of hcarı aııacks, 
hcrnias <>r gc>tıt. 

Evcn in ıhc c;ırly ı4tlı ceııtury, howcvcr, ehe 

Mamlul sıaıc sho" cd the firsı signs of dccaı. Pridc in 

trJdiıions ıurncd into an unwillingnes;. ıo .ıdopı ne" 
ıechniqucs, parıicularly firearms. A scric<ı of plagucs 
cuı dcep inıo maınluk manpower, boıh in f.g) pi and 
in ıhe recruiııng grounds of southern Rus,ia and ıhe 
l.;krainc. Bı ıhc latc ı4th cenrurı ri,alrl bel\\CCn 

mo111/11�·s of Turlish and Circassian origin (recruiıcd 

froııı thc Caucasus ''"d oıhcr parıs of souıh-easıern 

Europc) leci to v:ırious civil w:ırs. Tlıe l:ısı scrious 

extcrnal ıhrc:ıt was thar poscd by Tiıııur-i Lcnk 
(Tamcrlanc) in 1394 qoı, aftcr which inıernal 

134> 1H5 \1 \lu:r.alfar Ahmad ı.µı 
1.145 •.H6 -\1 Zahir Ta ur l-4ol1 
ı.H6 1.H7 Al S:alih �luhanln1:1d 1..f l t , .. ll 

Al \tuı-lfl;ır Quı u1. 125q--126o \1N�,ir1 l:ıs;;ın (ıst rciım) IJ..j.7 1351 ·\l •lshr.ıf Bars-ha) 1..f ll •438 
Ba)h.ır, ııu11tlul.d:ıri 126o 1277 ı\I Snlih Salih 1351 • .154 ·\I ',\�iz \'usur q38 
\1.S..'id ll:ırnka 1277-1279 Al N:ı'lir 1 l:t.�n (2nd reign) ı35� 13() 1 Al Zahir J:ıtıın:ıq 1438 1453 
il' idil S•l;ımi<h 1279 Al ı\1ın�ur ı\ıluh:ımnı::ıd 1361 136,1 Al i\1ansur ·uchıllaı' 1453 
\1 \l;.an,ur Q:tl;ıun ız79 1290 ı\l ıl.hrnfSh•'ron 136.1 • .11<• \1 �shr:ıf inal 1453 146o 
il l>hr.ıf "-h>hl 12C)O-l 29J \1 �tıan\ur • \li ı .116 1381 \1 \lu'•ıı•d \hmad 146o-1461 
\J ''-''r \luh:ımnl1d \l S>l•h ı t.jji (ısı rcigrıJ 1381 1381 \l '.7..:ahir Khuo;hqadım ı.ı6ı 1.j67 

(ı\t n:ir;n) 1293 il� \1 i'.ah ır Rırquq (ısı rc�n; \l 7Ahir Y•l-b:ı) 1467-q68 
11 • ldıl Kiıbuıh• 129-1 1196 \tt 811rıı \tamluls bc-:k>�·) 1382 •JScı \17..ahir Timurbu�h:a 1468 
.\J \l.a�ur l ..ıjın 1 >9'> ı 2')8 \1Salıh1 bjji (>nd rcign) ı .ı8q •.190 \1 ..lshr.ıf�ıı-b:ı) 1468 ... 95 
\J 'b'r \tuhammad \l ,asir �1uh11mnud '-4'>5 1498 

(ınd l't'ı�n) 129S-ı3o8 (OurJI M•mluks; ı 3ııo-ı 517) \1 Z.hir Q•nsuh q98 1500 
H:ı) b:a)' Ja.,hanL:ır ı3o8-1309 ı\I /'.:ahi r �larquq (2nd rcign) 1,190 131)8 ..il A<hrof J•nb>l.ı 1500 1501 
�I :'\a�ir �l"h::ınu1tatl Al Na .. ır P':ırnj (ıs-t rcign) ıJıı!I 1405 Al 'Adil 1�unıan-ba) 1501 

(3rd rci�n) 1309 •340 Al ı\·1.-ınsur ı\ hd :ıl 'ı\z.iz 1405 14o(ı Al Ashrn(Q\ınsıır al Ohul'İ 1501 1516 
\1 \l;an�ul' ı\1}U IJ::ıL:r 1340 >Hı ı\l N::ı .. ir 1-;-:ıraj (2nd rcign) 14o6 1411 \1 AshrafTum•n-b•ı 1516-1 s ,, 
il hhrafQujuq 1341 >J4• C.1liı>h ı\ t usta 'in (nol nıanı/11k) 141 ı 
il \a,.,r �hn1'd 134.:ı J\I ı\\ui'J)')Old Sha)'kh 141 l 1411 

s 
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rh•lric' gr.ıduall) undermined ıhc Sultanaıc. Othcr 
S)ınpıoms had already appcarcd, such as shortcr 
miliıar) ır.ııning, disobcdicnce and "c-Jlcncd loyalıy. 
Promotion "'' ofıcn no longcr h) mcrit, and therc 

was dcclining rcspecı for cxpcricnccd maınlııks. 

6 

�e,crıhclcss, thc .\lamluk arın) "hich faced ıh 
in,·ading Oııoman Turks aı Ra)danİ)ah ouısi<., 
Cairo in 1517 \\aS stili a powcrful onc, 2nd it "� 
pcrh•ps, onl) ıhc m11111/11ks' lacl of fırc•rmı. that g:n. 
vicıory ıo ıhc Turks. 

.11 Jiıılc knouıı iııl:ıi<I 
broıızc cııııd/ct)tick·lıoldc..Y 
shoHS laıc .11) J ubid or 
t:arl) ,\lunılııl. C:l\"afr.,·n1cn 
/ightinx \t iıh \'tln'ou� 
"-eopons. S<ınıc ridc 
clııbontıcl.' rnpari�oncd 
hors�s H hich ol«> ha' c 
ch:ın1l'roıı-. ıo prott'Cl lhcir 
hends. 1-lcrc 11 hort!>c-<:ırehcr 
c:ıırrics 111) t>t/t(•r u c11pon 
:1nc/ l111s no ''ist'blc urmour, 
ıYlıcr<.•al� ılıc trtHJJJÇr uıith a 
long lıınc..-c 11/,'iQ luıı,· ıt S\t·ord 

and tJ lt1111cllnr j1\\\'�l1nn 
cuiro.'cö._ft. (l'ri' ·ııtc <.'011., 
Ron1c, nuıhor:-.. plıoıo) 
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THE MAMLUK 
ARMY 

hlamic civilization had a diffcrcnc artirudc ıo"ards 
,ı.,cry ıhan 1haı sccn in \\CS tcr n Europc: no1 onlı 
•rrc sla'c' far berter ırca1cd, bu1 ıhcir staıus \\2\ 
quııc honour:ıblc. E\"cn ıhc usc of ehe word abd or 
\).,e' diffcrcd, ;\1uslim men ofıcn including \ariou' 
••)>of saı ing 'Sla ve of God' in ı hcir nam es, such as 
Abdullah, Abd al Aziz, Abd al Hamid, ete . Thc 
carccr oı)portunitics opcn ıo a skilful 111a111/11k, ancl Lhc 
far highcr sıandards of living in ıhe ı\'liddle Eası, 
ml-anı 1ha1 1herc was oftcn linlc rcsisıancc ıo bcing 
ulcn ı s a  mamlıık among ıhc Turks ofCcn1rıl Açiı. 
Thc klıama;alı or sla\"C mcrchanı was ıhcir firsı 
masıcr, asscssing chcir po1cnıia l and bringing ılıcnı 10 
a ıabaqalı or nıiliıary sl:ıvc nıarkcı such as ehae in 
C.1iro's grcaı Citadcl. Thc pricc of indi viduals varicd 
considcrnblı, buı by ıhc ı 5ıh ccn1ury it was normallı 
ıround 50 10 70 dirıan (bı comparison a good war­
horsc c&.1 ı 5 10 17 ditıars). 

Training was bard and \\arfarc dangerous, bu1 
pcrhaps 1hc grcatesı hazard was plaguc, ıhc ıııamlıık 
anny alwııys bcing hard hit by cpidcmic pcstilcııcc. 
Forcigııcrs suffercd worst: during ehe plaguc of 
'H9.16oonc-ıhird of all ınaııılııks dicd, ıhc proportion 
bcing evcn highcr amontç>t ıhc Suhan's ne" rccrui1s. 
Thc oldcr a mamlulı grew thc bcrıer were his c:hancc, 
of sun ival, for he dc\"elopcd ıhc local immunitics tha1 
prOIL'Cttd naıi\"e Egypıians. ı\lany young Kipchak 
Turkish \\Omen, slavcs and frcc, also arrivcd in ıhc 
wakc of 11111111/ıık rccruits, bringing wiıh ehem sonıc of 
Ccnıral ı\sia's traditions of sc.uıal cqualiry. At lcası 
onc \bmluk Suhan's wife ga\C ad,ice not onl} on 
poli1ics "hich .\luslim womcn had done since 1hc 
time of 1hc Propher .\luhammad- but evcn on deıails 
of militarı rccruiımcnt. 

l n  ı 382 1hc rulc of 1hc largcly T urkish 811/ıri 
(Rivcr) Mamluk Sulıans wtıs rcplaccd by rhaı of thc 
basicall} Circassian Bıırji (Towcr) .\1amluk Suhaııs. 
The lauer wcre csscntiallı Europcans, mosdy fronı 
ıhe Chris1ian regions of 1hc Caucasus and Russia. 
:-.e,cr pırıicularly rcno" ncd for 1 heir ıniliıarı ;lills, 
1hcı had for long bccn rcgıırded as a second-bcsı 
sourcc of nıanpowcr. i'cvcrıhclcss ehcse Circas>ians 
gr.ıdually increascd in ııuıııhers, often causing 

1roublc for ıhc dominant Turks. un1il ıhcı finallı 
1ook O\"Cr. Thercaf1cr succcssful Circassian mam/11/ıs 
often summoncd ıheir entirc familics 10 sharc ıheir 
good forrunc. This lcd ro tın inOu� of adulı forcigncrs 
who, on thc basis of family conııcc1ions alone, wcrc 
sonıctinıcs givcn scnior rank dcspiıc 1hcir lack of 
miliıary ıraining. 

Af rica had long bccn anoıhcr sourcc ofslavcs, buı 
1hcsc had onlı occasionallı plaıed an imponanı 
miliıary role. '\ow, howcvcr, ·\frican cunuchs 
bccamc pronıincnı in ıhc ıııa111/11k 1raining sysıcm. As 
a scparaec corps within the 'Men ofıhc Sword' ıhcy 
ıııoved beıwccn 1hc Sulıan's miliıarı schools and ıhc 
Sulıan's lıarım, bo1h of wbicb \\ere in ehe Cairo 
Ciıadel. in thc formcr they ıaugh1 ıoung mamluks, 
\\bile in ıhc bucr 1hcı ıaughı ıhc Sul1an's manı 
children. 

The bcs1 carccr opportunities werc opcn ıo those 
young slavcs boughı lıy thc rulcr himself. Thcsc 
kııııııb snıdcnts wcre scnı to ıah11qalı schools for 
rcligious, litcrarı and military cdu�'tlıion until thc} 
\\Crc adults, whcn ıhC) \\Crc frced as ıhc Suhan's O\\ n 
mamlulu. Oi;ciplinc in ıhe ıabaqahs ""' çrricı, buı a1 
1he end of his 1raining cacb kuııııb rccci, cd his 'iınqalı 
ccrcificace, a unifclrm, horse, bO\\S• nrro,,·s, qui,1ers, 
armour and sonıc swords. A vailablc cviclencc sug­
gcses ıha1, •H lca•t during thc laıc ı 31h ccnıury, ıhis 
rraining sys1cnı leci ıo artirudes of lcadership and 
loyall}· similar 10 thosc expecıed ofa modem Sand­
hursı or \\'c;1 Poin1 graduaıe officcr. For example, 
1hc losscs sufforcd by professional ,\lu•lim troops 
during ıhe sicgc of Acre in 1291 revcal a proportİoJJ of 
13 officers killcd for 83 men (1:6.+) ıııuch higher 
1han ıhe actual ralİO of officers 10 men. l�vcn during 

1hc decline of 1hc 15th cenrurı mos1 1111111 1/ııks stili 
"enı through such military schools, 1hough thcir 
1raining was now pcrfuncıorı. 

Tbe survİ\"al of s o  manı fıırıısıyalı 1raining 

manuals means thaı morc is kno" n abouı ıhc ıraining 
of Mamluk forccs 1han any oıher mcdicval arnıy. l ı  
was based on :ı ııumbcr of 111ayJ1111 1rnining grounds, 

thcir numbcr :ınd sıa1c of rcpair rcflccıing thc 
country's mili1ar) re:ıdincss. During 1hc 811/ırı or 
carly l\lamluL pcriod ıhcrc wcrc SC\ cral of thcse in 
Cairo alone, ıhc \laıdan al Salihi ha,ing bccn buih 
during thc rcign 1hc ı\)) ubid Sultan al Salih, foundcr 
of ıhe Bnlırı rcgimcnı. ft sıood on ıhe banks of rhc 
Nile and w:ıs nıainly used for ı>olo. Thc Maydan al 
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Salihi was abandoned during thc rcign of Sultan 
Baybars, who replaced it wirh his own ı\ılaydan al 
Zahiri, which had 111111111zir or ıcrnıccs for spccıarors. 
Thc ı\<laydan al Q,ıbaq was also built for Baybars, 
ncarcr the Citadel, and was rhc army's main C<lvalry 
rraining ground; ir had .rılı11q marblc columns which 
did not, as oncc rhoughr, mark out a horsc-racing 
circuit bur wcrc distancc markcrs for long-rangc 
archcry contcsts. Thc biggcsr m11yda11s wcrc surroun­
dcd bı stone walls and containcd wclls, waıcr whccls, 
drinking fountains, palms and orhcr ırccs, 'palaccs' 
for the ruler and his 11111irs, as well as stables for horsc 
breeding. Smaller 1111�ııd111ıs wcrc built by scnior 
amirs, but Sultan al 'asir had thesc closed down in 
1333. 

Baybars himself ıraincd in a 11uıydtı1ı daily from 
noon until the cvening praycr, accompanicd by two 
from cvery ten n.ı11irs to avoid overcrowding. in facr, 

fiırıısiyalı cxcrciscs were aln1ost a spectator sporı in 
rhc big ciıics. F 11 rıısiyalı itself was not a code of 
milirary conducr and loyalıy, such as thc ideal of 
chivalry admircd by thc knightly class of medieval 
Europc, nor was iı an ideal of couragc. Rathcr, 
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Tlıc nıost f.L'fn1oııs 
illustr:ıtiQn q/"mamluk 
ıvıırriors ı's on ıhc si/ver· 
inl:ıid br()n�t: Bapti.stc!rc de 
S[. Loııis n1;1dc nrotıncl A.D 
130<>. in ()11c c."()n1{1aı .�·ct:ııc 
n bc:ırdcd horsc-.1rcJ1cr is tılltıt:.ked bJ' J'OUtJ!fCr n1CtJ 
\viılı spcJ1r :ınd suıord. 'Jlıt• 

011/y visiblc a1·11ıoıır is 11 
bro:ıd-brin1n1tcl hcln1cr (or 
lınl), possib/.l' \vı'llı a 
pcnd""anı :1\'t:nt:ıil, oı·a n1J1n 
\vho :ılso lıııs '-' shorc stııff 
iıı /1is lcft J11'nd. A secoııd 
scc.nc shows ılıc s;1n1c 

'vcapon.'t bciııg used ıvhile 
t1vo figurcs also ıvcnr 
n.rınour. Both ng:1in Juıvt 
broııd-brimmt•c/ lıclmcıs 
ıvitlı possiblc :ıvcntails. 
T/):lt 011 lhe Jcft iı1clııcl� 
son1cıJ1_ing o ver Lhc 
i.'/1oııl<lers like 11 Eur()/Jt:un 
coit; \vhilc ehe horscn1ıın in 
clıc c cııerc /uıs mail 
prott.'Cting n1ost ol

.
his f:tce 

in ndc/ı'tioıı lıe ıı'Cnrs clıc 
lnrgc ı�1n1cll:ır ja\\'Sl1an 
norıııally nssocitıced 1vich 
thc J\1oııgol.v. (Louı•rc 
ı\1ııs., in11• LP _ı6. Pı.ıris) 

fi ırıı.ıiyalı was a sysıcnı of physical limess and specific 
nıilirary skills. Thcsc wcrc basically as follows: la 'bal 
r11111/ı or Jancc play; ltı'b 111 1'ııra or polo; q11/111q or 
archcry ata high targcı; qiglıaj or ardıcry at a ground 
ıargcı; samq al birjas, anorhcr form of archcry and 
possibly uşc of thc javclin; ramy bi' l /11111dııq, shootinı 
with a pcllct bow; r111ıu• ol 1111.ılı.ıl111b, archery in 
gcncı"JI; darb bi'I sayf, sword fcncing;/111111 al dnhbııs, 
use ofa macc; siro' ''rrcstlirlg; samt/ tıl 11111/ııııil, displays 
associared wirh rhc rcrnrn of Muslim pilgrims from 

' ıvlccca; s11ys, hunting; and .<i/11ıq 11l 1'/111yl, horsc racing. 
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.\rchcrı is gcner.ıllı rcgardcd as thc 111a111/uks' 
m<ı>t important miliıar) skili; and ıo con.scnc ıhcir 
ho�. parıicularlı whcn fighting \longols "ith far 
brgcr r�cn � of mounts, ıhc mamlııks pr.ıcıiscd 
<hooting 'at rcsı' \\İth a ,·crı high raıc of rclcasc. To 
oounıcr ıhc grcatcr mobilirı of hi, \longol foc ıhc 
nıa111/11k \\aS also cxpccred ıo hiı a 95cm ıargct aı a 
rangc of 75 metres, and to loosc ıhrcc arı·ows in onc 
ınd a half scconds (a much fostcr raıc than attriburcd 
to ıhc 'auntcd English archcrs aı ı\gincourr). Latcr 
�bmluk furıu�ı·ıılı manuscripıs includc c�crciscs 
using t"l'0\\00\\S boıh on borscback and on foor, ıhis 
•capon bcing rcgardcd as suitablc for small or 
inexpcricnt-cd c:ı\'alryıncn. Thc sword, pcrhaps sur­
prisinglı . -..-cms ro ha\'C been a sccondarı \\Capon for 
horseıncn, "ho rclicd more on bo" s and spcars. 

l lunıing scrvcd as a mililltry C\crcisc in ali 
mcclic\':tl counrı·ics; and in thc 131lı ccnıury thc 
ına111/11ks uscd ıhc samc highly org.ınizcd largc-sc;ılc 
hunıing ıcchniqucs as rhe ı\longols, \\ith a hugc 
circle of hol">cmcn surrounding a tr.ıcı of countrıside 
before gr.ıduallı closing in eo slaughıcr ıhc rrappcd 
animals. L.nlikc rhc Europcan knighı, ıhc fully 
qualificd 11111111/11/.- \\aS tr.ıined noı onlı ıo puı on and 

take off his O\\ n armour but ıo do so "hihı on a 
mo,ing horsc as \\Cll as to looL aftcr his Q\\n arms, 
arrnour and ho,..,c. 

After bcing issucd wirh his firsı seı of liı, ıhc 
momluk had ıo cquip himsclf or gct rcplaccmcnrs 
fronı his oniccr. Thc most conıplctc nrnıour was 
gcııcrally l'CSCl'\'Cd for thc Sultan's elite ıroops, but 
ricbcr nu,ili:ıry uniıs could also be wcll cquiııpcd: in 
ı 28o, for cxanıplc, 4,000 Aralı warriors of ıhc Bnnu 
ı\lurra ıribc cnrcrcd ı\lamluk senice. C;ıcb \\c:ıring a 
mail-lincd ka:uıglıa11J co,crcd in rcd 'atin . .\losı 
arrns. arrnour and harness "as madc in ıhc big cieics. 
\·ariou;, chroniclcs dcscribe ho" bus), cro\\dcd and 
nois) 'uch :ırms bazaars could be "hen a major 
miliıarı C\JlCdiıion was being prcparcd. \rms wcrc 
also iıııporıcd, cvcn from lıaly, dcspiıc rcpenıcd 
Papal lıaııs on such a ır.ıdc, whilc ct1pıuı·cd cncıııy 
weaponı') "'"' rcuscd or passed on ıo allic<ı as gifrs. 
C:ıpıurcd ı\longol :ırnıours wcrc, for C\amplc, senı 
far souıh uı ıhc Yemen in rhe laıe 13rh ccnıur}o 

Fıırıısıyulı manuals lise much of ıhc liı ıhaı a 
propcrl) equıppcd mumluk should c:ırr). bur lirı.le is 
lıno"n of ıhe cost of arrnour. in 1.ı99, during ıhe 
enıergencı of a :vlongol invasion, the pricc of ehe 
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chcst-piccc ofa lamcllar jawsl1t111 jumpcd from ten 
dirhams (thc cost of two shecp in nurnmn) ıo ıoo 
dirluıms . . 1 n ıhc ı 41h cennıry such jamsluıns wcrc 
rcgardcd ns additional protcccion ıo be worn ovcr a 
mail dır' haubcrk. A paddcd qarqal could also be worn 
bencaıh ıhc;ııwshu11 and ovcr Lhe dır'. Laıcr qarqals 
m3) ha\C incorporated iron Jamcllae or scıles, and 
thc} rcplaccd the J:a::agha11d, \\hich ""' a paddcd, 
cloıh-co,crcd and ofren highl} dccoratcd mail gar­
mcnı. Truc mail-and-plaıc armour probabl) did noı 
rcach rhc �lamlukarca unıil ıhc c5th century, whcre 
it may ha ve bccn known as libas al lııulid ııl 11ıııııııddıul, 

'a gnrmcnt of laycd iron.' Turbans had long bccn 
uscd nı. n form of hcad protcccion, huı ehe morc 
hca,il} arnıourcd mamluks worc iron hclnıcıs with 
mail a\en13ils. The sliding nasal bar, so charactcristic 
oflatcr .\luslim helmets, no\\ appearcd, and "as used 
b} hor..e archcrs; "hen raised such nas.11> wcrc lcss 

likely m snag ıhe archer's bowsıring. 
B> ıhc laıc ı\oliddle Ages ıhc conıposiıe bo" had 

cvohcd inıo an asconishingly effecıivc wcapon; bcing 
nıorc rcliablc, wiıh grcaıcr nınge nnd pcnctr<ıtion 
ıhan nll lıuı ıhc nıosı powcrful crossbows, it gııvc the 
mamlııks grcaıcr 'fircpowcr' Lhan thcir Crusadcr focs. 
But ıhc 1110111/11/ts also uscd crossbo'"• not onh for 
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�lamluk ıım1our ıınd 
hc/mt"� pltı3' ılıc ��r. 
S"M-ord and bo,,, arc �ho•11 
on ıhis oırl) 141h�ntury 
inl:rid bron/c 00" /, Thc­
ri der on thc lt•ft hn� u ful! 
/;ımclhır ja'� shn n ,·cıİr.1$.':i 
:ınd a poiııted lıc/ırıcr u idJ 
•t pcntlıını ' '"" 'k•gtııtrd .. ·ım 
sıı·ord.fı11ıtı1 in ı/ı(• ccııtrc 
hrı!o· n ... ln1il11r l11.:Jn1cl of 
scgı11enıctl cott.!)trıı<.·tion. 
ıı·hı·ıe ılıc lıo��ırt•l1cr i s  
nıorc /ı'glırJ.' cquı'ı1pcd. 
(lnı. l.3597. \lııjo. fiir 
Is/um. #ı:un�ı • . 'itaat . 
. \lusttn Berfin) 

hunting but also in sicge and na\'al \\arfarc. Tht>< 
wcrc sophi�tic.1tcd wcapons, rhejarlılı bcing spannı:d 
by a whccl or windhıss at an cari)' daıc, whilc around 
1368 ıhcjiırıısİyf//ı writer Taybugha clainıcd to ha1c 
invcnıcd a clip ıo hold ıhc crossbo" nut in placc-ı 
feaıurc not sccn in Europc unıil ıhc ı(ııh ccnıurı 
Thc latc ı31h-century ::ahıaııah blo"-pipc sht' 
pcllcts, but "as onlı uscd for hunring; loıcr, ho"c•cr. 
thc originoll) Pcrsian tcrm ::ahıaııalı camc ıo mcan :ıı: 
cari) form of hand-hcld gun, and İt cnıcrcd nıcdic'� 
Ttaliaıı ns ıhc urhoııaııo blowpipc and sdıioptıt 
hand-gun. 

1 lorscs wcrc raiscd in Syria aııd to a lcsscr exıcnı 
Egypı, yet thc 1110111/ıılıs still had ıo imporı largı 
numbcrs of rcınounts fronı Arabia ;ınd ;-..orıh Africa. 

\\ith ıhc fincst of all coming fronı lndia for ılıc 
Sultan's O\\n lıhassal:iyah ıroops. ,11am/11k horst< 
were Jargcr ond bcttcr fcd than thc t\longols' ponics. 
but ehe lacL of pasıure meant thaı ıhc Sultan had ı. 
rely on relathcl) smaU forces ofhighl) ırnined, wel� 
cquippcd croops ıo foce ıhc Mongols with ıhcir vası 
horse hcrcls. Ourside ıhc elite units mosı 11111111/11/u had 
only onc wnr-horsc, although on c:ımpaign men 
would h>l'C onc or two baggagc canıcls. 
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CLOTH I N G  AND 
INSIG N IA 

• 

Thcrc werc no real uniforms in Lhc J\·1nmluk army, 
ıhc marıılııks diffcring from thc rcsı of ıhc ııopulnıicın 
in ıhcir Turkish rathcr than Aralı sıylcs of drcss, 
porıicularly by rhe flulfy reci ::.01111 haıs nclopıcd in thc 
1:.tıc 14th ccnıury. Officcrs werc di•ıingui•hcd b) 
belı;, dccor.ııcd "iıh sil"cr, gold or gcms, ıh°'c wom 
by umırs r:ınging from ı 50 ıo 300 J111ıırs in 'aluc. 
YellO\• and rcd cloıh was fa"oured bı ıhc 1110111/11/ts, 

ıello" hO\ ing bccn the dynasuc colour of ıhc 
prc,ious •\ı•ıubid rulers, ,\1osı of ıhc banncrs dc­
scribcd in wriııcn sourccs also sccm ıo havc bccn 

ycllow, ıhc /11111d now clcarly bcing a miliı:ıry Aag 
while ıhc 'a/11111 was a rcligious banncr. Thc crcsccnr, 
which hnd originally becn a pagan S) mbol, had, by 
ıhe 131h ccnıury, bccn adopıcd bı lsbm and soon 
ıppeared in \bmluL hcraldl'). ln addiıion ıo Aag<; Lhc 
Sulıan's roıal insignia includcd drum�. ırumpcıs, a 
ralanquin CO\Crcd in ıcllow sarin, and �':lmcls "iıh 
highly dccoraıcd co"crings. Arııirs of ıoo (scc bclow 
for ranking sırucıurc) had thc righı ıo havc dnıms 
playcd ouısidc thcir Cairo hou scs at sunscı, ancl by 
1418 evcn scnior civilian burcaucrats wcrc allowcd 
ıhc sanıc privilcgc. 

Thc ı\lamluL Sultanaıc was the onlı .\'!uslim 
countrı "here a complete systcm of hcr-Jldry dc"cl­
opcd, but 111amlult 'coats of arms' did noı appcar on 
'hield; or banners, and onlı to a minor e\lcnL on 
doıhing, \\Caponry and animal hamcss. lnsıcad thcy 
\\ere u;cd aı. marks of owncrship on houscs, ware­
houscs, facıories and ships. Some omirs incorporated 
clcmcnıs fronı ı he nıling Sulran's "rıns inw ı heir own 
asa mark of loyalıy, as was sccn in mcdie\'al lıaly. 
The shccr varicrı and rclativc lacL of goverıınıcnt 
control in i\la'mluk hcraldry also mirrorcd thc siıu­
aıion in lı•I). "iıh aınirs choosing ıheir O\\ n colours, 
•hile m•nı of ıhcir de' iccs n:Accıcd an indİ\ idual's 
tarlı carccr asa ınaın/111!. The mosı common charges 
wcre ıhc cup of ıhc saqi or Sulean's cupbcarer; ıhc 
diamond-shaı>cd napkin of the jıırııclcır masıcr of 
robcs; ıhc sword of ıhe si/allfilır armour bearcr; thc 
polo sıicks ofıhejııkatıdar polo master; thc bow ofıhc 
bı111c/11qı/ıır kcepcr of ehe Sultan 's bows; ıhc pcn box of 
thc ılıımıular chief secretary; and ehe thrcc-fıcld 

ground a;;ociaıcd wiıh ıhc boriıl couricr wn icc. The 
napkin, S\\Ord, cup and penbox arc also bclic,cd tO 
bavc bccn ıhc original plaı·ing card moLifa, such cards 
firsL bcing Lno\\ n in rhc .\lamluk Sulıanaıc. 

TACTICS 
i\'liüıarı rede" s plaıcd an imporıant parı in \ hımluk 
ceremonial and also enabled ıhc rulcr ıo chcck his 
soldiers' rc:ıdincss. Baı hars oncc rc,ic"ed ali his 
troops in a singlc daı• so thar no man could borrow 
cquipmcnı from anoıher. Each omır rodc pası aı ıhe 
hcad of his men, ali fullı armourcd (and ıhus 
suffering �rcaıl) from hcaı and du;ı); ıhcı ıhcn ıook 
part injiırııs(ı•ıılı cxercises, again fully :ırmourccl. 

in such a professional "rnıy thc basic skills 
cxpcctcd of cach soldicr were cleulı laid down. 
Ca\alr) "ere rcquircd not only ıo fighı and ridc but 
to mancıcu' re, C\ade, make feigned rcırcaı� and 
rerum ıo baıılc. lnfanıry had eo be oblc ıo endure 
long marchc., be aware ofa thrcaıencd aııacL and 
cake co' er from iı, fighı other infanLr) ,  and checL, 
scarter or chasc cavalrı. Elite ınarıılııks also Lncw how 
to fight on fooı and ıo crccı thcir own forıificaıions. 
Contrary ıo ıhe pOJ>ular imagc of J\1uslim c:ıvalry 
being unablc ıo wiıhstand a European ca\'alry charge, 
the 11111111/ıık.ı \\Ould - if ıheir commandcr ıhoughe iı 
worthwhilc sıand for such a chargc. \;c,crthcless, 
such sıaıic ıacıic-. \\Cre mOSıl) recordcd during wars 
againsL .\longols raıher ıhan Crusadcrs. \noıher 
elfeceh e ı•cıic in ıhc 111nm/11ks' wars again�ı .\longol 
summcr raicls ""� ıo burn the dricd grassl•nds souıh 
of ıhc Euphraıcs, ı he grcat hcrds of İ\ longol ponies 
rclying on wh:ıı food thcy could find (unlikc ı he smll­
fed 11111111/111.! horscs). Thc stony tcrrııin of Syria was 
also a problem for İ\ longol ponies, which, unlikc 
mamluk "arhor.es, wcre not shocd. Thc 11111111/uks also 
did plcntı of r:ıiding on their O\\n accounı, parti­
cularlı aı nighı; this \\asa fa,ouriıc ıocıic againsı ıhe 
remaining Crusader ıerrirories, \\here iı forccd Lhc 
Europcan princclings ıo pay rribuıe or agrce ıo ıruccs 
whencvcr ıhe 11111111/11k.ı fclr thrcaLcncd bı ıhc ı\lon­
gols. Thc dcsıinaı ion of raids was kcpı sccrcı in sealed 
ordcrs which :ı coııınıancling officcr mighı opcn in 
stagcs along ıhc march, and ıhis mcanı ıhaı cvcn rhc 
bcst informcd encm} had ıo dispcrse his dcfcnces. 

11 
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A litt/ı_._knaurn CüfJ)' o(cJıc 
PcrsianShahnan1ah cpic 
pa<:nı uı.ııs ı11:ıde for ı_hc 
1\'f:Jmluk s·uıı:ın al Ghuri 
:ıroıınd 1510. Tlıc artist 

11 

1 '. 

can1c frcm .. rıırkish 
Aııııroliıı rıtrhcr tl1an 
Pcn;i:ı, :ınd thc soldı'crs 
coııld ı·cflcct J\'.l:ımlıık ancl 
Oııon11111 1'urkı'slı lJ'PCS· 

'/'Jıc top minı'aru.rc 
illustnı tiııg ·�ınc: Jc.�:ı ılı oı· 
,\fiııiclıil1r' slıouıs hclmcıs 
u•iılı neck :11ıd clıcek 
dcfcııccs. n1;ıil ov,·r thc 

shoııldcrs, •l rigicl lıın•cr 
:ırm del'eııcc :J.11d ruu hortt 
:ırn1our . .. l.ht• 111ini:ııurt• 
(beloıv) illııstnıtcs ';1 b.11ılt 
bcn,·ct.•n �ı·urk,ç :·ınd 

' . '"'-"' ',? . ... .... ,... ' ...,_ 

- �-=-=· ==· ==' ==�===:ıa: 
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PtnıortJ .. •; 11 nL"ıtl� İn ıbc 
lnp lcft t"OfflCf' shOH"S ıhe 
luropc.1ıt iııfluence c_, pical 
ofTurlı.ı ... hıırt. t l:ınccr in 
ıbe n.·ııt� "enrs ful/ m;ıil­
ınd-11/ntt• t1rn1ııur ,,.J,;/L• 
jusr ıtln>,'<· lıln1 'ı ıı1ı111 u·iılı 
a nuıtc t.·ıırrie.� tlıL' 
lJpİcdl/., \lon1/ııı. silk-
friııg<'d ,/ıic/cl. Tbe 
mınİfllıırc(right) �·.* 
Jlusmtt('"ı. ·R ıısrcnı 
'°'"'in, uflr-r .. ıa.' ing 
Suhrul> ', it upin shoMs ıı 
bclnıcr ,, ir it nınil :t,. cnı:ıil 
iltıd pt.'nllL·ııı chccı.· picccs. 
leyr nrııııııır or 111:11'/-platt. ... 
ıtnfl-/111ııJ11111 eti 
ronsırtıt•ıı't>ıt, ı111d n 
lharıjıır tlll!fJrCr üut of İL\ 
;/ıc-.ıth (\J ... /J;17_ 1519. ff. 
Sıb. ı6o.t & 3oıa. TopJ..api 
l.ib .. l�tııııbııl) 

\Vad:ırc iısclf rangctl fronı the clıi,•alric to ıhe 
barbaric. Ducls of champions berween thc ranLs of 
opp<hİng arnıics "ere rccordcd during ıhc :'>lamluL 
siegc of Crusader-hcld \ere in 1291; but afıcr 
dcfcaııng a Crusader sorıie ıhc mamfuks hung ıhc 
><•crcd hcads of dıcir cnenıie\ from dıc saddlcs of 
capıured hor.es. A largc ı\lamluk army on ıhc march 
nıusı ha•e bccn an awc-inspiring sight, but c-Jıııps 
alonıı ıhc wa} werc no longer as claborarc as ehe} had 
lıeen in C'Jrlicr ccnturics. l f  a \Ct-picce baııle "'' 
\fntured commanders nere ad• iscd ıo kccp ıhc \Un 
and "ind bchind thcm, • sıifT follon ing brecLc al'>o 
helping onc's on n ca•alrı chargc. 1 f se"crc "ind and 
du>ı \\Crc in ıhc army's focc iıs Ca\'alr} wcrc ad\'iscd 
ıo disnıouıu and fighı on fooı. Thc bcst posiıioıı for a 
baıılc "as "iıh hills bchiııd ıo guard against surprİ\c 
ıuAcL. or if rhaı was not possiblc dcfcnsi"e ambushı."> 
rould be 'et up ıo rhc rcar. Thc ccntre should be on 
raiscd ground so ıhaı thc conınıandcr could scc abo•c 
ıhe du\l of bnnlc; if thaı ""' iıııpossible he should 
h3\ca hill on his righı, oral lcıısı on his left. Thc bn'>ic 
lıaıılc fornı:ııion was tradiıioıı:ıl, having a ccıııı·c aııd 
tY.'C) \\ ings. 1 f the c11em) \\ere İılfcrior in nlın1llcr� 
ıhcı could be surroundcd, but if ıhc \lamluL arını 
,.., iı..clf o;criouslı ouınunıbercd iıs cıımmandcr ""' 
noı ıo uo;c ıhc normal "idclı Ji,pcrsed formation 
•iıh exıendcd flanks. 

ı\s had long bccn ıhc casc, an armı "hich 
includcd infanıry forccs Lcndcd ın placc ıh ese 011 ı he 

• • 

• 

'ı 

dcfcnsive lcft fkınk, with the best offcnsivc cıwalry on 
ıhc right. Afıer ıhc �lomluk •ictorı at ':\}n Jaluı in 
126o such infanırı pursucd thc brolcn .\longol 
C3\ alrı inıo thc hills and thcrc dcı.ıroıcd ıhcm. This 
succcss of 111a111fıtk ıacıics maı ha\e becn noıcd in 
ncarby Crusadcr Acrc and passcd on ıo souıhcrn 
lraly, whcrc ıhc saıııc plan was ıı�cd lı} Charlcs of' 
Anjou at thc h:ıcılc of Tagliacoızo only cighı years 

Schemntic \luııılıık b:ıttlc­
lu.' oucs fronı tlıc lııtc ı;th 
or ear(,· 14th c.-rı11. "ih:a�-al 

t 

�11 Su1I boolı. ofıactics :ınd 
milit:ır., ınıininır (aftu 
L.utfülllııcı). 

t 
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OıJe ofılıc fıncsr \l:ımlu.k 
furu'l)ah n1arıuscrjpcs is a 
COpJ ofthc 'iha)·at al Su'l 
n1:ıclc in 1371. Among thc 
n1ttt1) c\t:n::i�e; İ$ ıh.is 
sho,•İıtg ı• nıuqalladin 
•ftıllJ e<ıııippt..'(I' hQr$C.tı1J'111 

'hooı1'11� H ith an :ırro" · 
8"Uİdc, "ith a da.roqa 
'aırhira sm:ıll laııhcr 
.. hı'e/d on rus shouldcr :ınd 
n '3) f �'•ord rt'StİııJr Oıt hi .. 
clbo", (Bric. Lib .. H•. ıldd. 
18866. f.129v. /,tmt/011) 

13tcr. Othcr maınluk battlcficld ıactics includcd ıhc 
arro\\-sho"cr, which had alrcad) sıopped a Cru<;;ıdcr 
chargc aı Qıı7.a in 1244, subo;cqucnıJy being rccordcd 
aı 'Aın Jaluı (ız6o), l loms (1281) and Shaqhab 
( 1303). \Vhen 111a111/11k uniı; themselvcs chargcd 
againsı ı\longols thcy soughı close combaı so ıhat 
thcy could bring ıJıcir hcavicr spears, swords aııd 
maces ıo bear. lf theı did reach the enemı lincs, 

selected archers shot down the foe's standard bcarcr; 
and drummers to depri'c him of baıılcfield 
communication. 

A ela im by the auıhor ofa later fıır ıısiyalı manual 
that ıuıji Grcck firc- dcfeatcd rhe ı\4ongols at 'Ayn 
Jaluı is folsc, and the ı\1alnıuk Sultanate rarcly uscd 
such \\Capons in open batılc. Thc only largc-scalc 
effort "as against a ı\longol force in ı 299, the mamlııt• 

aıtacL bcing led by 500 nafi throwers; but thc 
.\1ongols simpl) refused to conıe inıo range, and ıhe 
nafi burncd out. During ıhc 14ıh cenıury gunpo"dcr 
arıillcrı appeared, ıhough thc 11uıı11/11ks nıadc !inle 
usc of İl until learning its ful! potcntial from thc 
Oı.ıoman Turks at thc disastrous battlc of �larj 
Oabiq in 1516. Thc .\1anıluk Sultan thcn gaıhcrcd 
his O\\ n artillery from 'ari ous fortifications, and 
a�scmblcd the few hand-gunncrs "ho had noı alrc-�d) 
becn scnı against thc Porıugucse in ıhc Tndian Occan. 
in ıhc lası battlc of Raydaniı ah outsidc Cairo in 1517, 
ıhe 111t1111/11ks tricd ıo ıurıı ıhc sırugglc inı.o sicge 

,. 

warfare b) ıaking up a strong defcn'i' c position "iılı 
artiller) in stonc enıplacemenıs bchind a diıch aııc 
wood palisadc. Theı also had abouı 30 ox-dra\\a 
waggons muunting lighı guns, as" eli as t"Umel-ridin, 
handgunncrs. ı\ gunnery ducl cnsuccl, which tht 
hcavicr Ottoııı�ın artillery \\!On. '"fhc ıııtıııılııks' statir 
position \\aS ıhcn outflankcd, and next day ıhr 

Ottoman Sultan Selim ehe Grim cntcred tbe Egypt· 

ian capiıal. 1\111111/ıık resistance continued for eigh· 

\\CCks; buı for thc ncxt four ccnıurics Egypı 3ııJ 
Syria formcd parı of ıhc ,·ası Oııııman Empire. 

ARMY 
ORGAN ISATION 

Thc armics of thc .\·lamluk Sulıanatc consisıed of 
ıhree clisrincı sccıions, exclucling auxiliaries and 
unrraincd voluıııcers. Thesc ıhrcc pı·ofessionııl 
groups wcrc thc Sulıan's own ıııt1111/11lu, ıhe 1110111/ufı 
of ehe amırs, and ıhe frecborn lıalqa ıroops. Thr 
amirs' 111am/11ks "ere of inferior sıaıus ıo ıhe Sulun'; 
and did noı go ıhrough the bc\t miliıary school>. 
ıhough somc 11111ırs did run ıhcir O\\ n csıablishnıenı� 
On the clcath of an amir his 11ııcııı/11ks \\Crc distribuıcd 

ttınong oıhcr 11ıııirs or werc incoqıorntcd into thr 

lıolqo. Undcr the Circassian Sulıans thc nunıbers of 
such troops dcclined markedl). 

The scnior miliıarı comnıand Mructure "" 
similarl) carcfullı conırolled. Ali officcrs \\ere ghcr 

iqıa land or othcr rc,enuc-producing grants bı ıhc 

Sultan, though thcse were not ıırivaıc propcrt) and 
could be takcıı back at any time. From such re\'Cntıl� 

ehe holder, or 11111q111, had to maintain a speciJied 
numbcr of propcrly cquipped rroops, buı \\as gener­
ally exempıcd from any othcr ta\ation . .\lost ıqı 
wercagriculıural, buı some gl\Cn ıo ı.cnior men could 
include enıirc tO\\ ns. '\o" and thcn a Sultan \\OulJ 
order a rıımi· cır dcıailccl survcy of ali iı1ı11 land, such 
iııformatioıı lıcing usecl to rcducc thc powcr of ccrmin 
n1ilitary grouı)s 'uch as thc /ıolq11, and ıo rcmo,·c old 
or disablcd iqıa holders, "ho \\Crc gi\'Cn sratr 

pensions inı.tcad . 
.\losı ofıhc mamlııks' barılcs \\Crc foughı in Sıru 

raıher ıhan F.gı pt, and here ıhc military strucıurt 
\\aS sliglııly diOcrenı. Sicgcs \\Crc conımon, as ""' 
mountain warforc, and infantry conscııucnıly plaıcd 
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a morc promincnt role. Sı ria ""s also dividcd inıo 
sc\cr;ıl small mumlaku prodnccs, cach go,crncd asa 
miniaıurc rcplica of ıhc Sulıan's direcı adminisır­
aıion in Egypı. Each 111ıyıh Go' crnor had his O\\ n 
military forccs and hcadcd his own 'men of ıhc 
S\\ord', 'men of the pcn' and rcligious ollicials, ıhc 
mosı importan t 111aın/11k officials being ıhosc \\ho 
supcr\ i'cd ıhe :ınnı, ta\ collection and ıhc lıurıd 
post•! scr,icc. The nayıbs of SıTi• wcrc also rcsp<>­
nsiblc for waging war and maintaining thc ;afcıı of 
fronıicr fortifications and, "here appropriaıc, ıhc 
ftt'1:l. Thc grC'Jt Ci tadcls of' Oaıııascus and Alcppo 
had ıhcir own spccial 1111yilı.ı, indcpcndcnı of ıhc 
govcrnors of ıhc city and surrounding tcrriıorı. Thc 
presence in Sı ria of largc numlıcrs of frccborn buı 
highlı clfccıi'c soldicrs mcanı ıhaı such troops \\Crc 
morc imporıant than in Egı pı. According to somc 

Theıı1nmluk.� used 
C'fflMbo''� {rom horscboıcl. 
both for htınıing and in 
•arf:ırc. --nı;.., rcn1:!rl.-nblc 
illınır:ıtion is onan 
m.'lnıcllt.-d glass flıısk 
nıadc irı S1·rin ııround 
t25fJ-6<,. (İJriı. ,\/us., ıro. 
69.1-,0 . .1. /,ondon) 

chroniclcrs thc armics srationcd in Sı ria included 
mamluks of 'arıous cthnic background,, loca) Anb­
spcaking soldicr\, Turcomans, Kurd<,, men from 
A naıolia of possilılc Grcek ori gin, ;ınd C\ en Russians. 

Nc,'cnhclcss ıhc 11111111/ıılu rcıııained ıhc dominant 
elite, and whcn a largc Crusadcr Ca\tlc or 10\\n fcU it 
was a mumluk g:ırrison \\hich ıool O\Cr, also bcing 
gi,·cn thc b<..,r local ıqıas. 

The .\lamlul arın) was largc, ıhough noı so largc 
as iıs enemic' ofıcn thoughı. During ıhe sccond half 
ofthc ı3th ccnıurı İt was grcatlı cnlargcd hı Sultan 
Thybars, pcrhaps ıotalling 40,000 men, 4,000 of 
wlıom werc 11111111/11ks. Twenıı ıcars latcr Sultan 
Q;ıla 'un had up ıo 6,ooo or 7,000 11111111/uks; whilc ıhc 
force that his <,0n Sulıan Khalil ıhrc" againsı Acrc 
maı have reachcd 70,000 profcs\İOnal ca,·alry and 
ı 50,000 ill-trained infantry \'Olunll'Cr,, T\\enty·t\\O 

ıs 
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amırs of ıoo took pan in thc campaign of 1313, 
,·irtuallı thc cntirc arnıy. According ıo • roırl· sun ey 
and rc,ic" of l\\O years latcr thcrc \\Crc 24,000 
mam/11/: �-.' •lrı in Egı pt itsclf, ı ı,400 of" hom werc 
amirs' 11111111/11/ıs, "hile in ıhc pro' ince� thcrc \\ere a 
furıhcr 13,000 11111111/ıık ıroops plu' 9,000 /111/qıı. Thc 
ıoıal of :ıuxiliarics is not known but nıust hnve bcen 
high, as ıhcsc wcrc drawn not only from Arab 
bc<Joul11 :lll(l Turc:oman tril>cs but :al�o fı uııı ı lıc ·,,.,/ılı 
scmi-nomad ic A rabs, Kurds and scıılcd villagcrs -
ıwo horscmcn bcing cxpecıed from cach of 33,000 
rcgisıcrcd 'illagcs. Laıer therc was a sc' ere rcduction 
in ıhc siıc of \lamlul forces; ne,crthcle<>\, thc arm\' 
which foughı ıhc 1;151 great battlc at Raıdaniıah in 
1517 is '>aid ıo havc ıoı;ıUed 20,000 men undcr 30 
banncrs, onc uııit known as ehe 5th Regiıııcnt 
consisıing of 450 horscmcn. 

Thc Sulrnn's own 1111111ı/ııl•s rcnı;ıincd thc miliıary 
elite ıhroughouı ,\lamluk historı . ıho'c rccruiıcd by 
thc currcnı rulcr being known a'> 11111slııoran•aı or 

;11/ba11, ıhc lattcr tcrm simply rcfcrring ıo thcir ıouth. 
Thc lc\S prcstigious 111usıal:lrda1111111 includcd thc 
qarams or nııımlııks of formcr rulcrs, and thc sayfiyalr 

16 

"ho, ıhough rccruitcd by thc present Sultan, "c" 1 
from rcgimcnı;, disb:ınded for onc reason or anotha ı 
Thc Sult•n ·� m11111/11J:s also pro' idcd the main fon. ı 
for ali major c�pcditions, at lcası during ıhe ı;ı: 
ccnıury. Thc} rccci,cd ehe besı iıııas, :ınd the greıı < 
majoriıy ofscnior 11ıııirs wcrc drawn from ıhcir r:ınh 
Purchascd, ır:ıincd and frccd b) ıhc Sultan himıclf, c 

thcy of!Crcd hiııı grcaı loyalry :ınd displ:ıycd iınpn� 
':'.İ' c t'.\fıı t'ı de: 4 uı pı. N cvc-rLlıclcss, thC) ''ere İn' arioıbl} 
'purgcd' (in rcality, dcmoıcd ıo ıhe srnıus of q11ra111ı 
by thc neu Sultan; ıhus new rulcrs al\\l)S Martcd °" 
\\İth a smallcr forL-c ıhan thaı lefı b) thc prc"n.. 
Sultan . •  \ ne" officcr class had to be crcaıcd bı c:ıcl 
ne" Sulr:ın, and ıhi' could lead ıo İnC\J>Cricncc ın ıhc 
upper rnnt.\. Conscqucncly changes normali} ı.ı:ırt<� 
froın ıhc boııoın uııwards. The ı·l111.ıs11kiy11/ı forın� 
an elite ll'İthin ıhc Sultan's own 11111111/ıık.ı, �Cr\'İng" 
his ccrcıııonial bodyguard as junior sccreı:ırics and 
bcing sclccıcd for political dutics. Onl) thC) wcrı 
pcrmincd ıo carrı swords at ali ıime\ and ıo weaı 
dedicator) ııra::. bands on ıheir slcc\CS. 

\\'ithin thc demoıed musıaklıd1111111n ıherc "" 
considcrablc rhalr), as qaranıs uniıs normali) ro­
taincd ıhc name of thc ruler "ho had rccruiıcd thcm. 
Undcr thc hııcr Circassian Sulıans İl "as thc qııramı, 
rathcr th.ııl tlıc JlC\V rulcr's 11111111/ııks, \\'l10 \vere scnı 
on arduous caıııpaigns whilc aı thc sanıc time gc11İn! 
lowcr pay. Thc sa.ı:fi.ı•11/1, mcanwhilc, fornıcd :ı pool cıl 
expcricnccd officcrs who, dcspiıc thcir lcl\ı prcstiSt 
and pa), ıcndcd to be loıal bccausc ıhcir und 
cohcsion had bccn broken. Bcneath thcm in statu• 
camc thc ııınııra· or aınırs· ınaınlııl!s. 

Alıuııluk officcr ranks \\Crc sıraightfor\\ard. 
ıhough it is not clear how far thc ıcrminol<lg' 
rcOccıcd ıhc rcal numbcrs undcr cach man's com­
mand. An ıımİI' of ıoo supposcdly lcd ı ,ooo ıroop< 
'"hiJc ın:tiııtnining l1is O\\ı-n rctiı1uc of ıoo. J\ıı tıııııror 

40 maintaincd 40 but lcd ıoo, a� did an amn 
ıobll:lıa11alı (11111ır of drums). "hile an 11111ır of ıo 
simplı lcd ten men. Thc ticlc of ıablklrı11111/ı "a; lcss 
• ranl ıhan a mark of cntr)' into thc ruling C>t:ıbli;lı­
ment, somcıimcs bcing g;,·en to bcdouin leader.; 
\\hile ıhc tiılc of u111ır isfaglrsoltır indicatcd ıhc '3m• 

ılrn1oıırcıl liJ[ıırc:s 11rc 
nırc/J• slıou ,, frot,, ı_!;c 
rL'tlr, lıııt lıt.•r<.', f>ıı uıı iıılaicl 
bron7.c pclt-t.•ıı,t.• mııdc in 
ı.104 iı1 ·�' rı'n b.' 1hnı:ıd al 

Dhnl.i, ılıt• ,.,UJ İıı ,,ı/11'«/1 ıı 
ltı111cllııı· jıı\\'1'011"11 ctıirıı�· 
opc.�rıec/ do'' ıı ılı<.· /Jucl. is 
clc.�rJ.,• porırn,\ cd. (1.-oıı\ 1't' 
.\Jus., in, . . 16;11 1 JJan'ıı.) 

Ücretsiz PDF Kitap Arsivi - https://rantey.org



1Melas amır ıah/ldıanalı, and could be givcn ıo lcadcrs 
oiıhe l laj Pilgrim caravans or ıo men in chargc or ıhc 
aıııstruction orıargc sicgc cngines. 

Baybars, omong his many other rcforms, in­
acıscd 111ıır11/11k pay, and thc Sultanatc now gavc İtS 
ıoldiers muclı nıorc than prcvious dyrnısıics had 
done. in addiıion ro rcvcnucs from his iqıa, nn officcr 
goı a 11afaqa or bounry at thc sıart ora c:ınıp:ı igrı or on 
ılıeacccssion ora ncw ruler. Thc troops rcceivcd thcir 
uıonthly jamal·iyııJı salary, a kiswa annual or haJC­
JC:l•I) granı ıo cover the cosr or cloıhing, o falım daily 
ıııeıı nııion, plus • cwice-wcekl y 'alıq allow•noe for 
ılı<ir horscs' foddcr. The monthly ;amaltiyalı or a 
Sult.ın's momlıık was considerably morc ıhan ıhaı ora 
frceborn lııılqa ıroopcr, and by the early ı 5th cenrury 
ıı rangcd from ıhrcc ıli11ars for a junior soldicr ıo 
ıcı·cn for an ofliccr- plus the value oflıis iqıa, wlıich 
roulcl vary from ıcn diııars a monılı ıo a sıaggcring 
no di11ars nıonthly for a senior officcr. Sophisticaıcd 

ıs thc sysıenı was iı could sıill brcak down, as whcn, 
during an carly ı6th-<:entory Camine, mamluk gar­
risons in S)rİa hod ıo scU their equipnıcnı to buy 
food. 

As thcy grcw old mamluks could rcqucsı a 
dischargc on ıhc grounds or agc or infirnıiıy, buı such 
�·as ıhc ıurbulcnce or Mamluk politics that fcw nıcn 
goı ıhrcıugh ılıcir carcers withouı at lcası oncc being 
banishcd or oıhcrwisc punishcd. J\ılcn so rcıircd or 
b:ınishcd had ıheir own titlcs of ıarklıa11 and haııal, 

,.hich someıimcs ovcrlappcd. in general a ıarltlıan 

was a mamluk "ho had been honounıbly pcnsioncd 
otf and mighı C\'Cn retain ıhe nınk of aınır. A haııal, of 
><hom ıhcrc "ere far more, could havc lıccn banishcd 
or have simply rcrircd, and was in any casc junior ıo a 
ıark/ınıı. Dcspiıc ofıcn having bccn disgraccd, ıhcsc 
!aııııls could stili be callcd ıo ıhc colours during a 
crisis or nıajor campaign. At oıhcr tinıcs ıhcy arc 
recordcd scrving as auxiliarics in C:ıiro, garrisoning 
coastal ports or bcing scnt on expcdiıions ıo Arabia -
"hich mc:ını harsh temin ";ın \'cry liıtlc booty. 

T1ıis Arnbic trcaıisc on 
mroloır> b)" Abu \111 ·s1r,.,. 
a/ &1.klıi ntfl y hıt ı c bccn 
madc in nıitİ-141/,-ccnrur.t' 
lr:ıq or in ılıc ıl111n1/ıık 
Su/ı:ııuıtc. "l'lıe l:qııiı>ı11eııı 
illuscrııtt-d is Jil:c:ly ıo h:ıvc 
bten <.'Onın·ıoıı ıo batlı 
sidcs. //ere: '/tlıırş' $/tıys 
•Scorpı'o' with ıı lıtf'KC 

sa bre. ile has thc 1.1...,.ual 
pointcd hc.lnıcı "ı'ıh coror 
chcck picccs aııd u n1tıil 
avcnıail over lıis 
shoııldcrs. //is /11111cllar 
j�1wsl1an, lıoıı'cvcr, ı'nclııdcs 
$/<."CVC.<;, ır11d 11/J/JCJ'rS 10 
opeı1 dowrı ılıc sldc. (Bib. 
ıV:ıı .. /tt.s. ılr. �ss;. l24v. 
P-.ıriı,') 

Tbe bonds of Joyalıy thaı kepı ıhc mam/11k 

miliıary class ıogcrher werc bascd on ıhc lthushdaslı, 
thc group of men who had bcen rccruiıed, ır.ıined, 
rclcascd and subsequendy scrvcd ıogcıhcr. Dut the 
bonds ofa k/111slıdıulı, though strong, wcrc not like 
thosc of, c.g., ı he fona rical Japancsc sanıurai; raıher 
thcy wcrc a nıaııcr of sclf-inıcrcsı bascd on agree­
mcnıs scalcd wiıh money. If dıe master or Jcadcr ofa 
klıuslıd11slı dicd or was disgraced ehe mcmbcrs simply 
lookcd for a ncw Jeader. Meanwhilc anıbitious 
mamlult uınırs had ıo kccp in mind the aspiraıions of 
their follo"crs ifthcy wanted to reı:ain their loyalıy. 
There was also liıı lc evidence of thc blood-feud 
among mam/11ks. it has, in facı, been suggcsıcd ıhaı 
ı5th-<:enıury t111Jmlıık socieıy had nıore in common 
with thaı of 2orh-ccntury businessmen ıhan wiıh ıhe 
foalıy rclaıionships of contemporary England or 
France. 

Thc ıhird parı of the Mamluk Sulıanaıc's army 
was thc frccborn /ıa/qa, which includcd a prcsrigious 
unit lmown as ıhc a111/ad al nas, 'sons of ıhc people,' 
rccruiıcd from rhosc few sons or Sulıans, amır1 and 
ordinary mamlııks who chose a miliı:ary carcer. Halqa 

officers could noı normally risc abovc ıhc ranks of 
amir of ı o or 40, alrhough there werc a fcw nıore 
senior in Syria. Under ehe Ayyubids ıhc lıalııa had 
bccn an cliıc, and cvcn under thc carly Mamluk 
Sulrans iı rcıaincd somc prcsrigc; but fronı ıhc late 
13th ccnıury onwards the lıalqa's staıus slumpcd, as 
did the valuc of lıalqa iqıas. By the ı 4th cenıury cven 
ordinary civilians could buy ıheir way inıo thc lıalqa, 
and by ıhe cnd of ıhat cenrory İt was no Jongcr a 
propcr miliıary force. By ıhe mid-ı 5th ccnrory the 
5,000-strong /111/qa only included ı,ooo infanıry fit for 
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(A) Silvc.r in/11id a,,\·c., Syris 
13rh ccnt (V 8t A /.1us., inv. 
;\1.14s-r919, London, 
aurhor's photo); (B) iron J:ni,ttMİlh '4oodmgrips 
(rom Qasr lbrim, J'"ubi:ı 
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12ıb-ı-1rh cenıs (Briı. ft1us., 
inv. EJt 71825, IA>ndon, 

aurhor's photo); (C) so­
cal/NJ S .. ord ofKhalif 
�fuscasim Billah, mid-ı;ıh 
ccnt with ı6th ccnt 

pommcl (ropk•pi ı\1us. 
Armoury, ISNnbul, 
aurhor's photo); (D) sword 
ofunnamNl Abbıısid 
Kba/if, ı;th ccnı (ropkapi 
.\1U$. Armouty, haınbul, 
author's photo) 
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service and cı·en thcy wcrc dcscribcd as lacking boıh 
oontrol and discipline. . 

Another oncc elite uniı survivcd within thb luılqa 
-the originally all-mam/uk Bahriyah regimcnt. Thc 
fası of al Salih's original Bahriyah mam/ııks died in 
1307/8, yet ehe regimenı continued ıo be mentioned 
in the Gıiro Citadel as well as various Syrian 
forrresses, though İt now played only a humble 
garrison role. Under Barquq, soldiers of the Bahriyah 
guarded the Haj pilgrim caravan ıo fl1ecca; and the 
reginıent was again mentioned in the lası years of 
.\lamluk rule. Another lıa/qn force was the ajıınd al 
mi'atay11, 200 or so uniıs of 30 men each, defending 
Alexandria foUowing a Crusader attack in 1365. The 
mam/uks loathcd being Stationed on the vulnerable 
Egyptian coast, which was, therefore, defended by 
ha/qa supporıcd by poorly cquippcd loca! bcdouin. 
Egypı's Arab bcdouin had bccn soıncthing of a 
military elite back in thc ıoth-12th cenrurics, and 
they stili forıncd a sratc-within-a-sratc until thc 
Mamluk Sultans cnforccd thcir authority with a 
serics of savagc ınassacrcs. During thc r4th ccntury 
rhe Egyption bedouin were steadily forced into thc 
surrounding deserr, where they became thc mamluks' 
implacable focs. 

ln Syria the siruation was very different. Here 
ho/qa troops formed a sranding army which had not 
degenerated into a loca! militia. Even their iqıas 
remaincd quite large, although mosı were well away 
from the main fortificd strongholds. Long established 
military faınilies also cxisted in Syria, providing the 
halqa' s lower officer ranks. Tribal auxiliaries were the 
fronı line of def ence in J\1amluk Syria, found along 
the coastal as weU as ehe land frontiers. The numbers 
of Turcomans in Syria werc probably exaggerated, 

.ıhough they were viewed as the most turbulent 
element of the populaıion. Unlike the Arab bedouin 
auxiliarics these Turcomans could not be sent offinto 
ıhe semi-desert until needed. F or their part bedouin 
chicfs led very large auxiliary forces but were not 
allowed to command 1110111/uks. In return for inferior 
iqıas thcir followers guarded roads, ıranspoued 
provisions and supplicd horses for the barid com­
municaıions service, but on eampaign they received a 
mereone and a half di11ars per month. 

Jnfantry archcrs wcrc rccruited from thc citics, 
villages and semi-nomadic pcoples of Syria. They 
also had some military influence and wcrc properly, if 

ungenerously, paid. On one occasion each street in 
Damascus provided one foot soldier at 50 dirlıams a 
month for an expedition against rebels in Lebanon. 
Other inıportant sources of infantry archers were the 
Nablus area of Palestine, the jabo/iyım hill folk of 
Lebanon, and theDruze of the Beqa'a vaUey. Right at 
the end of the Marnluk period a different group of 
professional infantry soldiers was enlisted: these were 
hand-gunners recruited to defend Suez and the new 
Rcd Sea fleet from Portuguese attack. Some came 
from Norıh Africa, .where refugees from Muslim 
Granada already served as highly regarded crossbow­
men and gunners. Oıhers sccm to have come from 
black Africa, African marincs having been reported 
on lndian Oeean warships since at least the 14th 
cenıury. 

The rvafit!iyalı Mongol rcfugccs who fled ıo 
Marnluk territory in the !ate 13th century have 
already been nıentioned, but they were not the only 
such refugees ıo be drawn into the 1110111/ıık army. 
There were also Kurds, Khwarazmians and Turco­
ınans Oeeing Mongol and il Khanid rule in Persia, 
Iraq and Anatolia. Many seem to have been sent ıo • 
defend the coast of Syria and Palesıine, but were 
rapidly assimilated by the loca! Arab population. 
Here there wcre even cases (like that ofa son of John 
III of Arsuf) when Crusader knights entered mamlıık 
service in return for iqıos. Some Europeans may ha ve 
remained as vassals ofthe Mamluk Sultan until 1302, 
but subsequently they disappear - again, probably 
assimilated into thc Muslim population. 

SIEGE WAR FARE 
in the ı2th and 1 3th centuries Islam was under attack 
from European Crusaders and, more importantly, 
from the pagan Mongols. Consequently there were 
greater dcvelopmenrs in si ege rcchniq ues and fortifica­
tion in tvluslim Jands from the 12th to ı 5th centuries 
than had been secn carlicr. This was certainly true of 
ehe Marnluk Sultanate. Baybars himself ıook a 
personal interest in the sicgc train, while specialist 
craftsnıen were formed into a ırue engineering corps. 
Muslinı siege arıillerymen wcrc soon highly regarded 
far beyond the frontiers of Islam, being recorded in 
Mongol China and in Vietnam by 1282. Offensive 
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siege warfare wııs parricularly imporranr againsı ıhc 
remaining Crusadcr Sıaıcs (and here evcn ehe mom­

luks' preoccupaLİon \\İLh h)giene could give an 
unexpectcd advantagc - for example, during Lhe final 
sicge of Acre in ı 291 a Crusader knighı fcll inıo one of 
the amırs' latrine� and "as lilled ıhere . . .  ). Laıer, 
defcnsivc sicgc \\arfare \\as ı·iı:ıl during Timur's 
invasion aı ıhecnd ofıhe 14ıh cenrury. 

Thc mamlıılts brought staggering numbers of 

sıonc-ıhrowing nıangoncls againsı Crus;ıder forıifica-

(il) ,\fail shirı (rom Al•ppo, 
15th�rl) ı6th ccnt 
(ilrchacologicuJ J\1us., inv . 
.,76.4, ı\lo�ı.ıl. uuthorS 

(C) mail-:ınd-platc um1our 
wich intC!fN'l maı'/-ond­
Jarnell:ar roir, ısıh-ı6th 
ccncsmamlulı: or Tur4i's.h 
(l\'aıionııl ı\lus., 
Damascw) 

--·-'-. .  
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phoro); (B) mamluk mai/. 
:ınd-platc cu;ras.�, lıııc ısılı 
cent (TO"-'U Jlrn>oıırics, 
Landon, aııthor's photol: 
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ıio11>, and ıhese werc thcir mosı importanı sicgc 
•eıpons. From 72 co 90 \\ere r.ıngcd againsc Acre in 
1291, and their moral cffcct on ıhc defenders \\3S 

devastaıing. Ouring prcparaıions for chis siege ıhc 
,.a111/11ks found that tlıc bcsı wood for mangoncls 
oımc from what is now souchcrn Lcbanon, whcrc 
rrces grcw ıo 21 cubits ( ı ı mcırcs) high. Snow madc 
rnnsporıation difficult, but thc ıimbcr \\aS C\'entuall) 
broughı ıo Damascus, "here hugc "capons "ere 
ronsırucrcd bcforc bcing laken ouı of thc ciıy lO ıhc 
accompanimenı of fanfarcs and celebraıions. Else­
whcrc rhe govcrnors ofSyrian aııd Palcs tinian casrlcs 
•ere orclcrcd ro briııg ıhcir own mangoncls as wcll as 
oıhcr sicgc cquipment, cnginccrs and armour for ıhc 
p-eıı sırugglc. üne of thc biggesı mangonels camc 
from Hisn al Akrad, the one-ıimc Crusader casılc of 
Crac dcs Chcı·aliers, whencc iı was cransportcd by 
ıoo ox-dra wn waggons. 

By ı he latc 13ch ccnıury 11111111/ıık mangoııcls had 

ThisKirob nl Sufor book 
on rutronon1)' \vas ınndc 
IJtt,t't'Ctl ı,100 arıtl 1350, 
prob•bly in E[(ypt. Here 
'Satitttıriu�' ho};; both a 
tttun cd conıpositc bowr 
md. sııtltll� "ith 
promincnt pommcl and 
anılc. Thcrc olso appeırs 
ro be 11 knoı ro adjust thc 
lmgrh ofıhcstirrup 
ltaıhcnt'. (A1s. Ar. 5323, 
l;3r, Loııd<ı,1) 

C\'Olvcd inıo four \'ersi ons, "hich could huri 
bouldcrs, nafi (Grcck fire) or largc arrows. These 
wcrc thc 'Norıh African' maghrabiyalı, which was a 
simple counterwcighı rypc carlicr known as the 
Pcrsi;ın or Tuı·kish nıangoncl; ıhc 'bluck bull-like' 
qara buglıawiyalı, which was modificcl ıo shoot large 
arrows; ıhc 'F.uropc:ın'franjiyah, which was a lighıer 
councerweighı \Cr�ion; and the 'dcıilish' shayıani­
yalı, which ıhough C\'en lighcer \\as a \Cry rapidly 
erecced machinc opcratcd by the ıracıion power of 
men pulling on ropcs. Some of ıhese machincs had a 
range of 300 yards and could tlırow n 50, ı 00 or 225kg 
missile with rcnıarkablc accuracy. To prorccı such 
mangonels from countcrbombardmcnı thc mamluks 
uscd thcm at cxırcmc rangc, scattcrcd widcly and, 
whcrc possible, hiddcn behind natura! obsıaclcs. 
Elscwhere mangoncls dcfcndcd Alcxandria harbour 
against Christian piratc ships. 

Mining was aııoıhcr favouritc sicgc ıcchniquc, 

,> ) 'rl 
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' 
(A) Mamluk hclmcı, l.ıe 
13th-early ı4tJ1 ccnts(J\fus. 
de la Porte de Hal, 
Brussels); {8) so-called 
Hrlnrt ofBaf.s-bay, url)·-

mid-ı.;tlı ccııc (Louvı·e 
ı\1us., Pııri11); (C) m�lmluJ.:, 
iare 15ch-cnrl)' ı6th ccnts 
(Hcrmitag-e.\/us., inv. ızzo, 
SL Perersbu"8) 

though iı declined after the expulsion of ıhc Crusa­
ders. in ıhe mamlulıs' highly organiscd sicge train 
were naqqabım sappers, lıajjarun masons, najjarun 
carpenıcrs, nnd men sk.illed in the art of'al/aqa or ıhe 
burning of cunnel props. Other siegc dc,•iccs sccm ıo 
have declincd in importance, including ıhc dahboha 
movablc woodcn shed and ıhe burj mO\'a blc wooden 
ıower, boıh bcing ,·ulnerable to Greck lire. 

�lorc signilicanı wcrc ıhe mamfulrs' crossbows, 
largc and small. Thcse were sometimes uscd in open 
battlc but wcrc much morc imporıant in sicge 
warfarc, at sea and in defence of coasıal positions. 
Thcy rangcd from the lighı hand-held infantry type 
ıo ıhe largc framc-mounted qaws ziyar, which could 
huri containers of 11afl. This qaws ziyar, spanned by a 
powcrful rack-and-piruon windlnss, may originally 
have comc from China, but had bccn known in the 
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�·luslim �liddlc Eası since the ı2ıh-ccnıur). Iı dCMS 
noı appear in surviving lslamic pictorial sources, buı 
is shown, mounıed on both carts and ıhc backs of 
elcphanrs, in t2rh-13ıh-century carvings from 
lndochina. 

Anoıhcr interesting device was a scrccn ıo ob­
scure ıhc movemcnıs of ıroops. üne was uscd "ith 
notable succcss during the final assaulı on Acrc in 
1291, wherc a hcavy cloth was raiscd with pulleı; 
during thc nighı ncar a damagcd Crusader ıowtt. 
Even thc dcfcndcrs' mangonels could not bring it 
down; mcanwhilc it hid ıhe l\1uslims from crossbo• 
arrows as thcy lillcd ıhe defensivc diıch, making a 
paıh for a succcssful assault party. 

it is widcly bclieved that the mamfuks had liıılc 
inıcrcst in rc-using Crusader castles, but whilc this 
was true along thc coast İt was not so inland. 
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Throughouı ıhc inıerior of Syria and Palestine 
fortifications wcrc repaired and strengıhencd. Here 
�lamluk fortificat:ions faced the real dangcr of .\1on­
gol in"asion as well as the e"er presenı threat of 
further Crusader aııacl:s. The final years of the 
�l•mluk Sult11natc saw new threats suddenly loom up 
from the Onoman Turks on land and the Porruguesc 
in thc lndian Ocean. in Syria the coası was defended 
at a disıancc by castles in the mounıains, while 
further inland the great Ciıadels of Alcppo and 
Damascus had ıhcir own arsenals, watcr cisıerns, 
sıorerooms, barracks, gardens, offices, mosques and 
hammanı barh houses. Jerusalem, though of great 
religious significance, had no military importance 
afıer the Crusaders had been dri"en out, and g;ıps 
remained in İts city walls until the Oııoman pcriod. 
!ıs relaLİl'ely small ciradel was, however, repaired in 
1310, and was said by Felix Fabri (a European visiror 
of around 1480) ıo look like a German castle with high 
wıılls, baıtlcments, many loopholes to shooı through, 
and iron-bound gates. 

Saladin sıarted the process of demolishing coasıal 

fortilications reraken from the Crusaders, and his 
policy was continued by thc ı\lamluk Sultans, who 
replaced large coasıal castles wirh small hur; towers 
scn·ing as observation postS. The Palesıine coası 
between Sidon and Al Arish was virıually desolatcd 
so that ıhcre would be no ready-madc fortificd bases 
along iıs low-lying and vulnerablc bcaches. The 
rockicr Lcbancse coast re,•ived under Mamluk rule 
but was srill only allowed weak defenccs. At Tripoli a 
new town grew up beneath the walls of the old 
Crusader casıle at some distance from ıhe shore, 
whil e the old Crusader town merely served asa port. 
it was protected by four small toncrs about 300 
metres apan-a g;ıp wbich could be covered by 14th­
cenrury mangoncls. Two additional ıowers were built 
in ıhe mid-15th century further up the coast, these 
being ı ,ooo to ı ,200 metres apart - gaps covcred by 
ıhe new gunpowdcr cannon. 

Egypt's Mcditcrranean coast was easicr to defend 
and so iıs fortifications were not demolished. Thc 
walls of Alexandria were restored in the late ı 3th 
cenıury with a dcepcr ditch, whilc ıhe towers aı 
Rashid and Dumyat wcre also rcpaired. A barrier of 
sıones was, howcver, laid across the Nilc at Dumyat 
to sıop larger ships sailing up river. \Vhcn Chrisıian 
piracy grcw more serious in thc carly 14th ccnıury 
ıhcsc fortifications were again strengthcned. Some, 
including Sultan Qıit-bay's bcautiful fortress 
overlooking Alexandria harbour, werc eventually 
cquippcd with cannon now that European pirate 
ships wcrc similarly armed. �or was the north Sinai 
coasr forgonen, Here Bars-bay's carly 15ıh-<:cnrury 
fort at Burj al Tina was g;ırrisoned by ten ca\".tlrymen 
and 15 infontry supporced by a uniı of bedouin 
auxiliarics who livcd in rough brick houscs nearby. 
Burj al Tina was again rebuilı by Al Ghuri, the 
penultimatc Mamluk Sultan, as part of his cfforts to 
counıer both Chrisıian piracy and the Ottoman 
thrcat; this time, howe\'er, it was given an unusual 
double-octagon plan. Pirates and Ottomans now 
possessed plenty of cannon, while Burj al Tina's lası 
mamluk garrison probably also had firearms mounted 
on boıh ıhe inner and outer ocıagons. 

The Mamluk Sulıanate's attirude to gunpowdcr 
is a sıory in iısclf. Silıam khiıa'iyya (Chinesc arrows 
with ııafl carıridgcs attached) had bcen uscd since the 
13th century, but by the mid-14th ccnrury the 
nıaınluks had a grcater varicty of fire weapons in ıheir 
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arsenal, including the well-known qama.rir al nafi 
fire-potS and the ncwcr makalı il al barud, which wcrc 
probably early eannon. Truc 11ajt includcd disrillcd 
pctrolcum, thc Middlc Eastcm pcoplcs bcing far in 
advancc of Europc in distillation techniqucs. The 
mosr sophisricated 11aji wcapon was a bronze syphon 
with a pisıon pump and an ignilion fuse on thc nozzle 
which could producc a jet of fire 'as long asa lancc'. 
l\1ore commonly, howevcr, 11afı was put into small 
clay or glass grenades or in larger conrniners hurled 
by mangonels. Exactly when these came to include 
real gunpowder is unclcar, and tlıe use of similar 
tetminology for both old 11afı and new gunpowder 
further clouds the issue. Many of tlıe clay containers 
found by archaeologists come from the ruins of 
castles, and some pots have vçry thick walls which 
could ha ve added to their explosive effect. 

Gunpowder firectackets had been known in 
China since ıhe mid-ı ı th cenıury, and though these 
were not really weapons the Chinese may have 
developed explosive mines a century laıer. ln Egypt 
fragments of 11afı grenades used ro burn down Fusrat 
in 1168 ha ve becn found to conta in traces of salrpetre. 
This essential ingredient of gunpowder was widcly 
known in the Muslim Middle Easr by 1230, by which 

Q B 
A 

tinıe explosive iron grenades werc being used in 
China. Bamboo rathcr than metal gun barrcls wert 
possibly bcing uscd co shoor bullcıs a fcw dccades 
la ter, and at this time Muslim cnginccrs sccm ro haı< 
bccn prominent in opcrating China's mangoncls and 
cannon-like cxplosives. (Scc MAA 251: Medieral 

Clıi11ese Armies 1260-1520.) 
During thc banlc of Mansura againsı invading 

Cru sadcrs in 1249 the largely 11111111luk arm y of ıhe la� 
Ayyubid Sultan shor qidr 'iraqi (lraqi poıs) from 
gianr crossbows, thcsc cxploding on impacı and 
possibly conıaining primitive gunpowdcr. Truc cx­
plosives were almosı cerıainly uscd against Acre in 
1291, whilc the iare r3th-ccntury }İlrusiyalı auıh<1< 
Hasan al Ramah describes three types of such qidı 

pots: l raqi, Magribi (Norıh African) and Persian. 
The most significant section in 1-Iasan al Ramah's 
book, however, providcs rccipcs for fuscs, whilc h� 
own recipe for gunpowder, though difficult to inter­
prct, gives a morc effoctivc cxplosive than thaı ofthe 
English chemist Roger Bacon wriıing in 1266-8. 
1-lasan also mentions cxplosivc .<nmaı·iklı lirccrackers 
carried by infantry and cavalry ro frightcn encmı 
horses, as wcll as rockeıs, arrow-grcnadcs, rocket­
propclled rorpcdoes which skimmed across ılıe sur-
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(ıl) Sı-ction throııgh thc 
ccncrol kcep ;ınd nıosqut> 
ofQa.>'t-bay'$ fortr<'SS 
o,rc.r/ooking Alc.vaı>dria 
lı•rb-Our, 1479. (8) Plıın of 
Q-ıyı-bay'ssnıall forı 
O\ferlookiıtg dıe ıVilc norrh 
ofRn$hid1 1479 (nftt:.rDc 
Cosson). (C) Resıorcd 
scction ıhroug/J thc 
'Rivcrmouth ToıYcr', 
·rri'poli, Lc.bıınorı, c.ı-115, 
'vith additionnl b-:ıstion on 
/efc dacing from ehe 
17th-18t/J cent$. (:ılicr 
Sauvngec), (D)Secrio11 
through thc 'Lions 70ırcr: 

.. ·· .. ·
· 

. . ..... .. .............. Tripoli, Lcbnnon, c.ı-1iS 
(ııfr<r Sauvngcr). (E) Plan 
ol.thc Q:ıl'nt :ıl Tin:ı, Sin:1i, 
prob;ıb/y built for Sıılc.tln 
al Ghuri iı1 the c.�nrly ı6tb 
ccnt. (ııftcr T.1mı1ri). 
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facc of thc ;ca, and kiıcs ıo drop inccndiarics on 
cıstlcs or ship,. 

A suddcn increasc in rcfercnccs ıo 11afi btcr İn thc 

14ıh ccnlU<) no\\ rcfcrrcd ro gunpo"dcr nııhcr ıhan 

thc old pcırolcum-bascd \\capons. Thc word nafi was 
ncvcrıhelcss sooıı supcrseded b) ıhc ıcrın /11ırı11/. Thc 
carlicsı dclinirc 11111111/ıılt guns wcrc callcd 11111lt/111/a 11/ 
nafi and ıııiıljiı' 11/ 1111/i, rhc midjiı bcing a small hand­
hcld nıorıar on ehe cnd ofa long polc Jile ıhc carlicst 
handguns in Europe. Dcspiıc bcing aınong ıhc firsı 

\lusliıns ıo usc guns, thc mam/ıılts '>!İli rclicd on 
mangoncls unııl ıhc end of thc 14th ccnıur� and onl) 
afıcr ıhaı \\ere fircarms uscd in an' numbcrs. Earh . -
15ıh-ccnıuQ \ luslim India [!:Ol cannon froın thc 

Fronı tlıc ltıtc '·'''' ccnırır.r, 
lsl :rn1ic li1tıırt:'i ... ıart ıo 
ııppctır ,,,,.,,, rcı11nrkııble 
ııccurnctı ı'ıı ltııliuıı 
Rcıınj�ııı''C nrı, /"lt..•rc ıı 
ın:t�ır11ıctl Afrı·,.,ın 
hon,cmıııı, iclcnıilittl asrı 
m:ın1lul b) his lloflj rcd 
ı.amt h:ıt, 1..-arri� ıhe 
fringed ;hi�ld noıcd b) 
E.uropc;ın tnt\ cllttS and 
sho.-n in nıumluk art. Thc 
pJİnıcr, Oırprıccio, a/so 
madc :ı ''/t..-:ır di .. ıincıion 
bcru ccı1 tlıt: ntAınlltkts 
lighı lıon,, ... /ırırı·ıcss rıııcl 
LIJ:ıt ul'!it. (İ''Ol'lfC�tı; /ıcıı v_y 
lıon;c oıı tlıc lt.:li. {Story of 
Sl. Gcorgc b) Ctrrprtccio, 
ı;o,-,. i11 si tu Saıı Git>rJfİô, 
l-'wjc<'. author:� phoıo) 

.\liddlc F.J'>I, "hile h:ındguns as "eli 3, crc"'bo"s 
"ere carrıcd h) infantry during a C:ıiro proc<...,sİon of 
143ı. Ouıing ıhc firsı decade of ıhc ı(ııh ccnıur) -
tbe laı.ı ofıhc \lamluk Sulıanate thc Sultan' ınadc 
ırrcaı clforh ıo gcı morc guns, but "ere ne' er :ıblc 1<> 
ficld :ıs ınan) as ıhcir Oıtomaıı or Europcan focs. 
Gunners \\Crc ır:ıincd ncar ıhc Qııbbaı al 1 lawa 
(Domc of ıhc \\'iııds) at Raydaniya, "here, ıınlı a fc" 
ycars l:ıtcr, ıhc 11111111/ults' lack of guns would lcad ıo 
ıhcir finJl dctCJt bı ıhc Ottoman TurL\. \ forcc of 
..\frican, '\orıh \frican and Turcoman hand� unnc rs -
was alw ra"cd, but mamluk ca,aJrımcn ıhcmsehes 
nC\Cr adopıcd fircarms, regarding ıhcm as dirrı and 
dCb'Tadinıt. 
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Furthcr Rcading 
Al Ansari (trans. G.T. Scanlon), Tafi·ij al K11r11h fi 
Tabdir al H11r11b: A A111sli111 Ma1111nl of �Vtır (Cairo 
1961); iare 14-ccnı. ıVlamluk ıııjJirary nıanual. 
O. Ayalon, Gımpoıvtler nrıd Firenrms irı tlıc Mt1111/11k 
Ki11gdo11 (London 1956). 
O. Ayalon, Sı11dies i11 tlıc Jl'1n111/11ks of Egypı (London 
1977). 
O. Ayalon, Tlıe Mnı11/ıık .tl'lilitnry Socieıy (London 
( 979). 
Dııllcti11 de la Sociiı( Royalc tl'Arclıiologie 
d'Ale.l"arıdrie X/z ( 1938-9), rwo articles by E. Combc 

? 
1 
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A :  

c o D 
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H 
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& A. de Cosson on Q;ıit-bay's fortifications ncaı 
Alcxandria. 
P.\V. Edbury (cdiı.), Cr11.ıade 111ul Sct1/e111eııı (Cardilf 
1985); confcı·cncc papers including several dealing 
with thc ı\1anıluks. 
N.A. F,ıris & R.P. Elmcı· (trans.), Arab Arclıay 
(Princcron 1945); iare ı 51h-ccnı. lVlamluk treaıisc on 

archcrı•. 
J. Glubb, Soltliers of Forııı11e: Tlıe Sıory of ıht 
Mamlııks (Oorchesıer 1988). 
R.S. Hunıphreys, 'The Emergence of thc JVlanılu� 
Aı·my,' S111dia lslamica XLV ( 1977). 
lbn lyas (trans. G. \Viet), Joıırrıfll d'uıı Dourgeoıs Jıı 
Cairc (Paris ı955); diary ofa civilian obscrvcr of the 
faU of thc JV!amluks. 
R. lrwin, Tlıc Miıldle Eası i11 ılıe Miıldle Ages: Tht 
Early Mamlıık S11/ıa11aıe ı 250-1382 (London 1986). 

J.D. Laıhan & \V.F. Paıcrson, Sflrace11 Arclıay: An 
E11g/islı Vasiorı a11d E.l'posiıiorı ofa ıWameluke �Vork 
011 Arclıery (cf/. A.D. 1368) (London 1970). 
D.P. Liıtlc, 'The Fail of'Akka in 690/ 1291' (J'vluslim 
accounts including eyc-wirncsscs and parıicipaım;), 
in Sıudies i11 Jsla111ic 1-/isıory aml Ch•ilizaıioıı iıı 
Hoııo11r of Professor David Ay11/oıı, cdiı. Yl. Sharoıı 

(Jcnısalcm & Lcidcn ı986). 
L.A. Maycr, M11111/11k Cnstume (Gcncv;ı 1956). 
L.A. Mayer, S11race11ir Heraltl�)' (Oxford 1933). 
JVL i\1cincckc, 'Zur mamlukischcn 1 leraldik,' Aliı­
ıei/1111geıı des Deuısclıe11 Ardıiilogisdtt·11 ltısıiıuıs, Ab­
ıcifımg K11irn XXVIII/2 ( 1973). 
H. Rabie, 'Thc Training of thc JVlamluk Faris' (on 

cavalry ıraining), in War. Tedıııology ımd Sncieıy in 
ılıc Mittdlc Eıısı, edits. V.J. Parry & i\1.E. Yapp 
(London ı 97 5). 
S.F. Sadcquc, Baybars ı of Egypı (Oxford 1956). 

J. Sauvageı, L!t posta, aux clıev11ux ılıms /'empirc tles 
Mamlıık.< (Paris 1941). 
J. Sauvageı, 'Notes sur !es dcfonccs de i\1arinc de 

(A) l..:ıtc 13th ccnı. 
ı\.Jıu11ltık s.ırbrc (fopk:1pı' 
,\/u.o;., / . .,·t:.ınbul). (IJ) �11ıc 
Blııdc G;ıjcrc, ı>robıtbl)· 
141/1ccııt.1\/n111/uk Ef!J'Pl 
or l\forrh A fricı, h1tcr Jıilt 
rt•m0\14.'d (Rc�ılia ôl'tlıt: 
Kı1tsiı1a En1irı'ıtc, lVorrhc;.rıı 
Regioıı. ,\1igeri:ı). (C) 
ı\.lnn1/uk or IJJ7.nnıinc 
c.ısı·bronzc surord lıilı, 
ı-1111-ı,;f/1 c<.·nts. (A.o;k<:ri 
ıWus .. no. 'Z.182, lsıo1nbul). 

(0) SJ'n1bolit: or 'n1:1gical' 
bronz,c dııggcr. J\./:rn1/uk 
Eg.ı'pl 141/1 c<:ı1c. (ı\1u.f, 
l\lnzionıılc di C:ıptJclimonıc, 
ı\raples). (E) Broıızc canı1011 
l'ron1 Eg) 'pc, cnı·IJ' 161/1-c.·enı. 
ı\.l:ın1/rıf..· or Oııomun 
(l\�avıı/ .ı-\1ııs., lsı:ıııbul). (F-
i-/) /Jronxc t·:ınnuı)S mııdc ( tür c/1e :_ırn1J' of rhc 
ı\l:ımluk Su/crın Q1y1-bıı.l'. 
ı11id-ı.itlı ccnr. (ı1rn1.r 
ı\'fus., 1.'itıınbul). 
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\lanllllk ,,,;/ir:ır) ln111d 
$t.o:ıtt"t.l IJ<.0fıc11ıfı a lıeraldic 
n1ot.if. ı'ıı ;' CO/J) rıı· l/ 
)ac.ıri� Alııonlnın nıudc in 
�O 1;15. Foıır fı�ııro· Mctır 

tlıc cııll shnrl)tısh cup 
•vlıi<:lı c.·:ırııt iııto ıı+"C 
uroııncl tiri .. ıiıııe. (/>reseııt 
"l1trt!ı.1bouı .. un/.ntJ••n) 

Tripoli,' 811/lr11n Jr .llusir Jr Bryrouıh 11 ( 1938). 
j..\I. Smiıh, '.\) n Jalut: .\lamlul. Success or .\longol 
Failurc?' l/11rt•11rJ Journal of Asıııtır S1111/ırs XLI V /2 

(1984). 
.\!..\·\. Zinıln, 'Thc Fail of thc ll•hımlukcs ı 5 ı 6-ı 517 ,' 

8111/eım. l'aculıy of Arts, Foad Uuıı-ersııy V f ( ı 94 ı ). 

'-..A. Zindch, Urhan Life 111 Syrııı 1111ıler ılıe Ear/y 
. \111111/ul:s (\\' esrporı ı 953). 

THE PLATES 
Plaıc ıl: ı\1111nluk ı·ccruitmcııt, 12_;0-ı3n11 
Aı: 1Hıı111/uk Scnior Amir, c.1270 
.\lnmlul. olliccrs gcncrallı follo"ed \liddlc Eastcrn 
cuMom and \\Orc "hite in sunınıcr, lil.c ehe \\OOllcn 
qaba coaı \\Orn O\Cr this nıan's mail houbcrl. Q,er 
ıhe long hair characterisıic of Turl' •nd \longols 
e>en afıcr ıhC) con\Crtcd ıo lslanı ıhi' m•n has an 
carlı \l) le of \\OOllcn kalamıa cap. ) cllu\\ trouscrs 
\\ere l) ııic:ıl of soldicrs and rcllcctcd ıhc l\.lanıluks 
origins :ıs thc elite of rhc preccding "-n ubid army. A 
lcaılıcr .w11lt111 pursc also hangs fronı n sword-bclı 
\\hosc dccoraıions procbinı thc oJlkcr's rank. (.\lain 
sourccs: Bapıisıtre J, Sı. loı11s inlaid hronzc b:L�in, 

lnf:.tntr) ıırc not ofttn 
sho,t·ıı iıı \l11n1/ıık arı. --ınis 
figurc: Oft rııı inlnid broıızc 
b:ısiı1 clııtiıı/( li·oııı ılıc !JJtc 
ı.1tlı ccııtrır) ,.,ılll cıırrics 
thc long �ııbrc ora 
t.-a ,·ıılr.' nıııtt btıt, in 

additiorı ıo" ... nıttll shield, 
has tlıc lcg biııdin�· ofa 
fooı ... utclic..·r r"ıheı· rlıaıJ ıı 
disnıorıııt,"<l lıorst:ırıırıı. (V 
& A l\lu . .,, , İııv. 74&-1898, 
/Jondorı, ııurlıor's ,,ıının) 

Eg�pı c.1300, LOU\TC, Paris; nıid-131h-ccnt. inlaid 
bronzc bas in, pri' aıc coll. Ronıc; cn•nıclled glass 
flasl, S>ria ,\O 1250"-W, Briı. J\lus., no. 6<).ı 20.3, 
London; nıid-laıc ı 3th-<:cnt J\1anıluk military bclr, 
Bcnaki ı\lus., no. 1900--14, Aıhcns.) 

112: Kl1tı \r:ıj:ı sla \1C merch;1nt, c·. ı :z70 
The role of ıhc sla\ c mcrch:ınt, oftcn J.nown as a 
l:lıama;a, ""' noı sccn as dishonourable in ehe .\liddlc 
East. 'fhi> man "ears ıhc !) pical cosıume of a 
prospcrous 13ıh-ccnıur) Pcrsian or \r:ıb mcrchanı. 
includinga largc ımama turban, a dark \\OOllcn aba, a 
long "oollcn shawl and srockings. Likc olması ali 
J\1uslinı men of ıhc pcriod, wiıh ıhc cxcepıion of Lhc 

mam/111:.ı ıhcnısclvcs, he has shn \'Cd his head but 
wcars a bcnrd. (Nlain sourcc: ıl/111111111111 of 11/ /-laril'I, 
Syrian manuscript, AD 1275-1300, IJriı. Lib., ,\.Js, 
Or. 9718, London.) 
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Oct:ıi/cd rcprC.'it:nt:ıtioıı.'i of 
u1.1rslıips arc cxtrcn1cJ.v 
r:·ıre, but thi.'i 15t/1-<.·l·ııtur�ı 
lcaıhcr sh:ıdo'v pııppct not 
onlt· sJıoıt'S ıı vcsscl ıvitlı o 
sccrn ruddcr, IJııt ıhrcc 
m11riı1cs ıtJitlı boıvs ıınd 
schcmat.ic kit<..'-slıaped 

.'fhicld.s at thcir feci . •  Voıc 
clıııc dıe on/)' creı,·n1;1.11 ıo 
ıve:ır a l:ımcllar ja\vshnn 
cuiross holds clıc rı'Jlcr. 
(lnv. l.16-111 ;\.lın;. fiir 
fslanı, Kunsı. St;Jdl. 
.\1u.sccn, Her/in) 

AJ: Turkish slave ı·ecı·uit, c.rz50 
Most of ıhe slaves recruiıed for service in 13th­
centı.ıry Mamluk armics camc fronı ıhc ·rurkislı 
steppe pcoples of southcrn Russia ancl tlıc Ukrainc. 
Mostly cnlisted as adolesccnts, ıhcy ofıcn kcpı in 
touch with thcir original fanıilies. Thcir culrural 
impact on the ıVluslim Middlc East has gcncrally 
bccn ignorcd, though the wiclcsprcad populariry of, 
c.g., Stringcd musical instrumcnts almost certainly 

rcncctcd Chincsc influcncc via thc Turks. This 
young man wcars the tali pointcd sarııqi ıtıtar(ıı11 hat 
associaıcd wiıh such nomads, and a tunic dccoratccl 
with Byzantinc cmbroidCr). (ı\1ain sourccs: tı.ınic and 
musical instrumcnt from 13th-ccnt. Turkish gravcs 
at Kirovo & Cingul-Kurgan, Ukrainiao 1:-lisıorical 
Mus. Kicv; Lndislns Lı:gc11d, wall-painting c.AD 
1300, i11 siııı church, Vclka Lomnica, Slovakia.) 

Plate B: Cavalry, r301>-ı350 
Bı: Klıassaki (rulcr's ınamluk), c.1300 
The klıassaki wcrc thc Manıluk rulcr's own 11u1111/ııks 
and formcd a cavalry elite which includcd hcavily 
armourcd troops. Such arnıour alrcad} bctraycd 
ı\1ongol influencc, though conıplcrc iron lamcllar 
cuirasscs such as ıhis had bccn sccn in ıVluslinı lran 
and Turkestan for some time. The one-piece helmet 
worn by this man has a sliding nasal, which did not 
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appe:ır in Europc for scvcrnl more ccııturies; it w:ı; 
originally dcsigncd for horsc-archcrs. 1 lorsc-arnıour 

had bccn uscd by iVlusliııı arnıics since thc jlh 
ccııtury, but had prc,•iously bccn nıorc characrcristic 

of lr'Jll than of Eg) pt or Syria. This examplc j, 
probahly offclı or bufflcaıhcr co'crcd in rich fabric. 
(iVlain sourccs: infaid bronzc b•sin dcdicarcd ıo 
Baybars, laıc r3ıh-ccnı. Syria, Vicıoria & Alberı 
J\!lus., no. 740 1898, London; lıelnıcı dcdicaıcd ıo 
Sultan al Nasir, carly 14th ccnı. Porte de !-lal ı\<lus., 
Brusscls; Bapıisıerc de Sı. Loııi.< inlaid bronze basin. 
Egypı c.1300, Lou,·re, Paris; mid-ı3th-cent. inlaid 
bronze basin, private coll. Roıııe; inlaid brnss ımy, 
iare 13th-earl) ı4tlı-cenı. Egypı, iVhıs. of Islamic 
Art, Cairo.) 

Bz: Aınir's nııınıluk, c.r315 
Mamlııks maintaincd by scnior officcrs had lcss 
presıigc than thc kluı.<saki, buı thcir cquipmcnt sccms 

to havc bccn good. Se,·cral illustrati<ms show fighti ng 
11/lllllftıks \\Caring broad-hrimmcd hcJmCIS Of ha!S, 
whilc writtcn sourccs rcfcr to thc usc of importcd oı 
capturcd Europcan hclmcts. This horscman has, 
ı hcrcfore, bccn gi ven a duı pel de fer of ı ypical 1 ıaliao 
typc, since thc Gcnocsc sold wcaponry io the 

l\·1uslims dcspitc a Papal ban. From iı hang laycrs of 
cloıh-co,·crcd mail as shown in .\•lamluk art and again 

rctlecıing lıalian fashion. l lis ıunic is in Turkislı oı 
l\1ongol St) le and he is armcd with spcar, mact 

and l·lwııjnr daggcr. ı\1:ınıluks would rarcl) be scen 

wiıhouı ıhc !arter wcapon, wlıich was also ıhe 

Oı1c of llıc 11Josc decailcd 
Jııtc 0W:ın1ltık fıır-usiy�ıh 
craini111t 111:111uııls is clıls 
nnl' b)' Ilın ıtl.;/ıi KhazJlm 
nıadc i11 1470. flcreıı fooc 

-· ' '• 

' 

soldicr llSCS :ı /:ırgc 
crossboı• nır:tı'ıısc a circulnı 
cargct. (IJib. J\;1ıt., ,ııs. Ar. 
284, f.67r, Pnris) 
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Thi-ı Jc1;1İ/ (roma 
rrnı.ır/ı.ah/, accıır.ıce 
painıin11 ,,(Thc Rettı>tion 
of\ cncıinn \mba.ssa.dors 
in \lnı'llluk Dnn1ascus b.t 
11n anoıı., ıııôıı� ırrı ist of tl1t.• 
'';(:/J<Xıl tıf'll.:lliıJi', 1488-96, 
<hoıı � :1 Jıo�eıır:ııı ,.·c:ıriııJ.t 
ıhc ı:rl/ tıır/1;1n ıır :ı scnior 
anıir. //<.· ; .. nccompani<-d 
"-' an ıııfııııtr�' ı.ırt•hcr. and 
n'd�poı .. r o buildint: 
dtttınıtc:tl w.iıh un c.r.ın1p/c 
o(,/uı11/ıı/ı. hcrnldn-. 
(lou1� \/ıı.ç,, in,. İı57, 
/'.ıri') 

• \ııoıher n11u« un ıhc 
inl,;ıicl brt>n/e b:ı_ .. ;n in thc 
ı-ictori.ı & tlbcrı _\luscun1 
sho'"''* :ı lıNloııin .-lrah 
n'MrrİQr. ıı<.·rhııp ... an 
•ıuıı'/irır1, ,, ,.,,, ılıc .1lrnlı '.'+' 
'·' /tİ(.."ıtll) lrıııf( ,,..p<..-ar. To 
rhc lı:/{ ,, /ad,\' p/J1.1·s Jr 
ı:ınıboı.ıriııt·; lı<.'tlouin 

M oıncıı h+'' in� cncourogcd 
rMir 1T1cnfu/J. on ıhc 
b:actlc6cld ... ince prc. 
/ç/Jnıic ıi111t'S. (' • &-.-1 
\/u.._, İti\. 7-.1&-18t}S-, 
/,oııdoıı, nıııhor"s phoıo) 

.. 
• • 

I J 

origin:ıl bchind ıhc mcdicval Engli�h :ınd Euro!)<'an 
lıaııger short•\\\Ord. (.\lain sourccs: Bapıuıtrt dt Sı. 
l<>11is-inl•id bronıe basin, Eg) pt c 1300, Lou,rc. 
Paris; Copıic Cusptls, mid-131h ccnı., lnsı. Caıh­
olique., .\1'.. c:.ıpıc-. \rabc 1 'Paris; inlaid bronZCC\\Cr, 
Syria AD 1300 1350 after Schindlcr, now losı; 
ıt111q11111ııt 11f11/ ll11rtrı, Naı. Bib., Cod. AF9, Vienna.) 

83: Hnlqıı ll"OOpcr, c.1315 

Of even lo"cr \l•ıtus wcre rhc lıalqıı frcc-born troops 
of varied origin'>, though in thc cari) ı�th cenrut) 
ıhc) \\ere Mİii full) rraincd cnalr). This rrooper 
"cars a laıe form of ıall kn/011•/n fur-lincd cap ,.;th a 
rniscd and dccornted pcak. Beneaıh his Tatar-style 
coaı he h:ıs a mail haubcrk O\"Cr which he has an iron 
lanıcllar cu irn,s. This particular cuira" has ıhc upper 
cdgc of cach ro" of lamellac co,cred \\İth a le:ıthcr 
strip ıo a' oid \nagging his bo". ı ı;, • \C is hcld in a 
ring from a bclı bcnc:ııh his sash, a S)Stem also used 
to carr) maCC'>. 'oıe ıhat "hcrea<, figurc 82 has an 
cxample of .\ lamluk hcraldr) on ıhc sidcs of his 
gııircrs, ıh is maıı has ıhc motif of his paı ron or leader 
oıı thc dccornıivc cnamcllcd mcdallions of his horsc's 
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breeching srraps. {Main sourccs: inlaid hrass bowl, 
Syria, late ı 3th ccnt., Staaılichc iVlusccn, Bcrliıı; 
iıılaid bronze inccnsc burncr, Egypt, laıc ı 3rh-carly 
14th cenıs., i\1us. oflslamic Art, Cairo; Kiıab A1lllıhjİ 
"' Hayawa11, Egypt, carly 14th ccnt., Bib. Ambros., 
Ms. AR. AFD. 140, Milan; t+laqamaı of al Hariri, 
Egypt, AD 1334, Nat. Bib., Cod. AF9, \licnna.) 

Platc C: lnftıntry, 1300-1350 

Cı: Jand:ır inf:ııırryman, c.1300 

Thcjand11r includcd profcssional fooı solclieı·s, some 
ıraincd in ıhc dangerous skills of handliııg ııafl or 
'Grcek fire'. Such ıuıjjaıi11 proıectecl thenıselves with 
cloıhcs lincd with firc-proof raw talc (nıica or 
nıagncsium silicate); this man also wears a hood ofthc 
s'tmc consıruction ovcr his quiltccl cap. His grenades 
arc ıııadc ofbakecl clay and he is armcd wiıh a siıııplc 
form of straighı-bladed Arab sword. (i\�ain sourccs: 
inlaid bronze basin dedicaıcd to Baybars, laıc 13ıh 
cent. Syria, Victoria & Alberr Mus., no. 740-1898, 
Lonclon; bronze sword-hilt, Askeri 1vtus., no. 2382, 
Tstanbul; fur11si;�ı11/ı trnining manuals, ı 5th-ccnt. 
copics of mid-ı 4th-ccnt. originals, Asiatic inse. Lib, 
St. Pctcrsburg, & Kcir Coll., London.) 

C:z: Harfu.$h auxiliaı:v infa.ııcry, C.IJ25 
Mosr J\1amluk armics iııcludcd laı·ge numbcrs of ili-
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.5'/1111vbnk ı"n soııclıcrn 
"'1. }orcl:ın is oftcn <.."lı/Jc.�d a 

O·ıısı1d,·r c.-ısclc, bııt thc 
C.\·isıing sırucıurc ıf:ı.� 
ı·cblıilt ;ınd grcatlJ' 
t.•11/nrged bJ' dıe AlamluJ..5. 
This pictıırc shoıvs scrcnr /  
lirin� or observ:ııioı1 
positions \ırithin irs 
rı1ııSSİl'C n·nll. (Alıl/ıor'�.­
photıJgr:rph) 

rraincd infontr)' auxiliarics kııown as luııfııslı or 
'rabblc'. Though they wcre despisccl by thc elite 
111ru11/11ks thcy playcd a viıal role in siegc and 
mounıaiıı warfare. This man is dressecl as an orclinarı 
ı 4th-ccntury Miclcllc Eastern Muslinı pcas.ınt or 
labourcr. (Main sources: inlaid broıızc hasin dedi· 
catecl to Baybars, late 13th ccnt. Syria, Vicıoria & 
Albert l\1us., no. 740-1898, London; maırix for 
making sword hilts, Iran, 12-14th ccnıs., Rifaat 
CoU., Geneva.) 

C3: Aslıir Syrian nuxiliary, c. 1325 
The bcst auxiliarics camc froııı Syri,ı, including those 
of Arab bcdouin and ciıy origins. Unlike thc ili· 
cquippcd lıarjiı.<lı, thc aslıir could includc wcalthı 
tribal warriors. This man wcars •t mail-lined k11zag· 
lıa11d and carricd his finc Pcrsiaıı sword ovcr his 
shouldcr in lıcdouin sıyle. On his boots is a singlc-oor 
hcraldic motif showing that he was cmploycd by ıhe 
Sultan's harid which carried government messages 
from ali parts ofSyria to the Mamluk capiral in Cıiro. 
(Main sourccs: Ka/ila ıva Di1111111, Egypt or Syria, 
ı3tlı-ccnt. maııuscript, Topkapi Lib., Ms. Haz. 363, 
lsmybul; A1aqa.ı111ıı of 11/ ll!ırfri manuscripts, Syria 
iare 13th ceııt., Briı. Lib., J\1s. Or. 9718, Mosul mid· 
ı 3rh cÇnı. Brit. Lib., N1s. Or. 1200, London, J\1osul 
mid-13th ccııt, Orieıııal lnst. Lib., Ms. S.23, Sı. 
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Pcıcrsburg; 11'or/d Hisıory hy Rashıd 11/ Dm, Tabriz 
manuscripı AD 13o6-1-h Ro)al Asiatic Soc. Lib., 
London.} 

Pl:ıtc D: ,\fıımluk craining, 1350-1400 

Dı: Klıtı.5Sllki royal lnamluk prcı111rcd ror ti fire 
display, c.1370 

Scvcrnl survİ\'İng manuscripı illusırnıions nııd de­
scripıions dcal wirh the 'Fire Gamc', but nonc show 
ho" ıhc 111ift fircworks were atıachcd ıo a man and his 
horsc. Thi� figurc has thereforc bccn ghcn a normal 
ı�th-ccnıur� hclmct with a complcıc mail a\cntail, 

\fanlluk tro<J/.J'l, iııclııding 
�,.,-cnıl rooı soldit•rs. nrc 
illusırutt•d ;,, ıhio; o;kctch b.Y 
ehe 1 ·aıctİ'dn urıi�ı 
Ou-p.J«:io. prob.•bl.• btı.>ttl 
onlosıdrnuinrb_,. n>inor 
lcalir1nıırri51� ulıo '4ürJ.Nl • 
in ıhc \liddlc Ea-.ı. 
Pcrhap� ı ,,,. n1osı 
ı'ntcrt:�tiııj( ft·-:ıııırc i� ıhc 
lonjr .. /ııı l?e<.l a \CS or 
hrılb:ır</,.., currit'<l lır st::\'Crtıl 
mrtıi �lı1ıi/11r '•·cıı,ions of' 
uııkııou ıı <lutc.• i•'fi,-.r in 
$0n·ıc '/'urki.,/ı n·ıııscııms. 
(Louırc \lııs .. P"ris) 

whilc thc fircworks are atıached ıo a talc-lincd coat 
simibr ıo thaı worn by thc jandar infonır� man (6g. 
Cı). ıo a long pole, and ıo thc horsc\ talc-lined 
caparison. (;\lain sources: fiırııtt)'.)'ah traınıng 
manuals, 15th-ccnt. copics of mid-ı-ıth-ccnt. 
originals, Asiaıic lnst. Lib., St. Pcıcrsburg, & Kei r 
Coll., London.) 

Dz: Kucıııbi sıuclcnt n1amlıık, c.1380 

Beforc bcing frccd as trained ına111/11f<s ıhc young 
kuııııbı sıudcnıs rcmaincd slavcs and wcnı through 
rigorous schooling. Apart from lcarning abouı lslam, 
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and to rt':ld and "rite, thc sıudents g:ıincd militaf) 
skills from ridinıt and horsc-c.ırc to thc u>e of 
numcrous "capons. Training \\as ofıcn done in 
armour, 'uch as thc iron 'ambr.ıccs on this )Cmng 
man\ arnıs and thc mail haubcrk bcncaıh his ıunic. 
He "iclds his spcar in ıhc sıandard 1\liddlc F.asıcrn 
two-handcd manncr and has a snıall lcaıhcr shicld 
strappcd ııı his uppcr arnı. l lis rnrgcı i� a hollow 
barrel-likc objccı on a polc, which maı ha\C bccn 
dcsigncd ıo forcc a studcnı ıo thrusı and ı hen rapidlı 
\\İthdra\\ his spcar as he rodc pası. (.\lain sources: 
furıuıyyııh ıraining manual, 15ıh-ccnt. cop) of mid­
ı.ııh-ccnı oriıtinal. Kcir Coll., London; \ ıltuyaı al 
Su'/ ca,alr) ıraıning manual, ı\lamlul ı\D 1 Ji ı, Briı. 
Lib., .\Is. ı\dd. 18866, London; ca,alr) ıraining 
manuals, ı\•lanılul mid-laıc ı5th ccnı., Oih. t\at., 1\is. 
Ar. 2824, Paı·is & 'l'opkapi Lib., ı\ Is, Revan 1933.) 

D3: junior ofliccr of dıc Sulran 's bod.ı/(urırd, 
c. 1375 
As profe..sional soldiers, mamlul:s conıinucd rigorous 
training ıhroughouı ıhcir carccrs. This mJn is strcng-

thcning his sword-arm by making \Crtical and 
horizonıal cuı; "ith swords of diffcrcnt \\Cighh 
againsı 1\\0 \\CI claı targeıs. l lc spor!> a bcanl, 
indicaıing ıhaı he is no longcr a /,,ııwhı, and has nıro 
sha.cd his hcad likc oıhcr Nluslim men. 1 le abo 
"'-'3rs thc qıh...:cnuıry cqui,·alent of 'undrcss uni· 
form' consisıing of' a small ıaı•tıjifalı ıurh:ın an<l a 
ligh ı wcigh ı wool lcn sunımer coaı wiı h hc:ı vily cm­
broidcrcd Iİl'11z b:ınds around ıhc slCC\CS. ı\ ycllo• 
sash nıaı '1İll Jıa,c indicaıcd a soldicr. (.\l.ıin SOUl'C(', 
Vilıayaı al S11'/ C'J\alrı training manuals, .\lanılul 
AD 1371, Briı Lib .. .\Is. Add. 18866, Londoo & 
Chcsıer Bcaııı Lib., Oublin; fragmcnıs of dccoraıcd 
pilgrims' ccr.ımic fla,ks, Sıria, ı.ııh cenı., t\•t. .\lu>., 
Damascus.) 

Plnıc E: C11v11/ry lıuncing in rlıc f\1ilc Dcltıı 
m:ırs/ıcs, ı-1o<rı4.:;o 
E1: Tarklırın (rcıircd mıımlıık), c.1-125 
This ııırı·hı111 ha; rcıired from nıiliıarı >en icc 
although he mighı be called up in an cmcrgcncı. Thr 
use ofa cros�bo" from horscback appcars in \lanılul 
arı, and ıhc spanning of this weapon come.. from a 
dcıailcd dcscripıion in a 15ıh-ccnıurı 11111111/11k bool 
on archcrı, 1 li� costume is ıhaı of ıhc \\Calıhı cliıc, 
ancl his magniliccnı bclı indicaıcs high milirnrı r.ınl. 
Thc snıall dnım :ııtachcd to ıhc saclcllc w:ıs as ıcı 
rcscncd for scnior men. ,\1uch ofthc horsc's hnrne,;s 
comcs fronı 'orth Africa, pcrhaps onc of ıhw 
diplomaıic gifıs "hich passcd bet"ccn ıhc .\lanıluls 
and ıhc .\l•rinid rulcrı. of �lorocco. (.\t.in source.: 
Kııah al 'amqji'/ man;amq, ı\lamluk miliıarı manual. 
AD 1462, Top�api Lib., \Is. Ahmet 111 346cj, 
Isıanbul; l\lamluL miliıarı ır.anual, AD 1470, Bib. 
N,ıı., 1\lls. ı\r.ıbc 282.ı, Paris.) 

Ez: julbnn (jıuıior nınmluk), c. ı-100 
Thc 1:.111111 fluffı reci woollcn hoı \\as thc "'°'' 
char.ıcıcrisıic gıırmenı of ıhc laıcr �1amluL ııcriod, 
though it had t':lrlicr bccn thc headgear ofıhc chilian 
poor. Sc•cr.ıl picccs of cloıhing sunİ\C from ı5th· 
cenrurı Egı pı, including a zamı, ıhis man's prinıoo 
cotton l:11ji1111 and his claboraıclı dccoroıcd mail-

ı\lost oı· ıııc H t1 il. /!fıtc:s :ıııcJ 
Ciı,ıdt•I ol'DJ111ı11 ... ·c,·118 cltırc 
fi-om ılıc.· A.''J ııl>i,J tıııd 
,\1an1/tıJ..1,<·rı'odç, ·rııis is 
ıhc 1111/J )•'tınıdi .. JffllC builı 
in ıl1c iare ı.ıılı-151/1 

ccı ıtltrics ıısiııx tlıc 
dc.x:unııivt.• l1/ı1ck IJıı�ıılt 
:1nd uı/ıiıc li111(' .. 'tuııc 
CJ'pı'c•ıl of.')) riıı. 1"Jıc 
ıı·ooclcn cltH>f'\' .. ıill l1rı,·c 
chc.ir iron co,·crln�. 
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lincd J111uırg/111111/. Thc kafıa11 has ıightl) plcatcd 
criangular in,crıs on cach hip, whilc thc kıızaglıand 
h:ıs ııruz ban<l• dcdicated to Sultan Jaqmaq. The 
man 's dccorntcd qui"cr İs ta len Cronı an lıalian 
>leıch or onc used b) a B)7.antinc Enıpcror's guards 
..-hich "•• clcarlı a diplomatic gifı ciıher from ıhe 
�1amlul Sultan or from a Turkish rulcr in t\naıolia. 
(!\lain sourccs: zıımı cap, Coptic l\hıs., Cairo; ı 5ıh­
cent. �'llji1111, 1\1 us. of 1 slamic i\ rt, Cai ro; 15 th-ccnı. 
kazııg/111111/, Mus. N:ızionalc, Florcncc; skctch bı 
Pisancllo, Arı lnstiı., Chicago.) 

E3: ,\/11111/u� R:ımmaha /anccr, c.1450 
\lımlul ı 5ıh-ccnıurı rcprcscnıaıional arı is ,·ery 
sıı liıc<l, bur in addiıion ıo sun i"ing "caponrı ıh ere 
arc Jıalian dm\\ ings and painıings ba\cd on slcıches 
nıade in ıhc .\liddlc Ea.sı iısclf. This Cull) cquippcd 
ll'OOpCr iş bnscd on such a varİcty oC C\ İdcncc. llis 
largc hclnıcı has ıhc sliding nasal chaı'l!ctcı·isıic ofthc 
Turkish dıidııık and thc ı ;th-ccnıur} European 
'Cronı" cllian' hclnıcı. Bcnc-ath a "rnp-around coat 

Tlıc sn1:1// fi>rl 111 ·tqıtf);t İtı 
SQU( ,,,.,.,, }ortlıııı H rı� fiilide 
f:ı1ııous b� l...ıt,.,rcn,·c oı· 
.4rohi:ı d;,rınJl ıl;e Pirsr 
110rld il lır. �lire prC<itnt 

Structurc: ""'' /.Jt"lfC(\ builı 

b.'' t/1<: ı\/:J111/ulı· .S'ulmn al 
Ghuri IQ /lUflr(/ Ret/ s�r 
cradc rouıe., fron1 
PQrtugvc\c ııirnc.'. 
(.luthor's phoıo) 

he ha� a nıail-and-plaıc cuirass and scalc-and-plaıc 
lcg dcfonccs. ı\ banncr is furlcd bcncaıh • sihcrcd ıu 
symbolic bladc, whilc ıhc fringcd shicld is mcnıioncd 
by ıravcllcrs and appcars in ltnli:ın picıurcs of 
t.1uslinı solclicrs. Thc hor sc arnıour ;, viruıallı 
identicıl to ıhaı uscd in Pcrsia and ıhc Oııonıan 
Empirc. in addiıion to a hca,·ı sahre ıh is man also has 
a spear and macc ıhrusı bcncaıh his '3ddlc. (.\lain 
sources: Jldmrı cıf Bars-bay, .\!us. du Lou,rc, Paris; 
chamfron, \lamlul, ı5th ccnı., :\skcri \lus., no. 
57 ı o, lsıan bul; ııı sınndard finial, ,\ lamluk ı 51 h ccnı., 
Askeri �tus., ııo. 454, lstanbul; Slıa/111a1111ılı, \lam­
luk, ı\J) 1510, Toplapi Lib., l\1s. l laz. 15 ı<), lsmn­
bul; Sıory o/Sı. Georgı', paintcd pancls by C1rpaccio, 
laıc ı 5ıh ccnı., /11 sıııı Church or San Giorgio dcgli 
Schia,·oni, \ cnicc.) 
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Oıı a diflCrcrıı scalc ro 
ot/1<.•r n1an1llık 
rorcificı.ıt.ioı1s is Sttlt;111 
Q.'1it-bnJ· :.,·<."ast le.• 
oı'crlookiııg Ale,,·ıındrisl 
/111rlx>ur. it \Vtı.o; t·on1pletcd, 
\Vİth gtınpou'dcr ı.ırcillcr.'' 

in 111ind. İt> 1479, nnd 
c.·c,n!iİ.'it.'i of:ı l:rrgc inncr 
cit:ıdel sıırrounded bJ' o 
strong &ut Jon'tr oıırcr 
,.,,,//. (Atıclıor's plıoıo) 
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Durin� ıhc 15ıh ccnrıırJ 
ıhemaml\ıL' btıilı :ı s�rics 
o(fortJ"Jicd aırn •an..�rois 
ıl'1n.� ılıc n"J.1İn tr.1dc 
ro:ıds. Oıı tlıc left ;� khan 
''·'-'un .ıl 1'ujjar in ıhc 
Ga/ilcc, d:ııiııJl (ro111 
ıroııııd 1440. ııı ılıt ·.�c 
Sll'Ut'l ttrl."N ('(ltJ.�i.1'tCt/ o(ıı 
ftrotıJtf.�· n·ııl/t'(f eııt:ltı.'>ıırc 
ıtı'rlı cıJrııt·r·tfııvcr!.' oncl 
living cııuırtt:rs. !J'ııc:lı a 
pl;ııı c::ııı /)(' �c"n nıorc 
clmrlJ on tl>c rİ/(ht, :ıı 
Kb.ııı johııd.ır tJn S.•"ri:ı S 
lsr.1cli-occııpietl Golan 
llC'it1hı� (. \utht,r'-. phnın-.) 

• 

Plıııc F: Infıı11try nnd nawıl troops, 14o<rı4,;o 

Fı: Mııglıı·ibi nııvnl crossbowm:ın, c.1450 

Thc ı\'lnmlu�'• alwaıs short of na,al pcr<;onnel, 
rccruiıcd s.ıilol"'> and marincs from .\lu�lim '\orth 
\frica. This marinc from i\lorocco or Algcria is 
drcsscd in 1) pical .\laghribi (�orth \!rican) �t) le as 
<hown b) thc winding of his turban and ıhe hca' y 

weathcrproof h11rmıs cloak around his �hou ld�rs. The 
crossbo" was nlso typical of na> nl ":ıı·farc, and is 
bascd in picıurcs as wcll asa surviving cxanıplc from 
Muslim Spnin. l lis daggcr and sworcl also coıne from 
ıhat rcgion. (ı\1ain sourccs: nıid-httc ı 5ıh-ccnı. cross­
bo\\, Archacol, ;\lus., Granada; sword fronı Cadiz 

region, ı� 151h cents., Archaeol. \(u,., Se,illc.) 

F2: Halqa i11(1111tr)man, c.1450 
Bı thc ı 5th ccntury ıJıc halqa had dcclincd inıo a 
barcly ıraincd infantry miliıia, ıhough in Sı ria they 

stili playcd a viıal nıilitary role. ;\losı appenr ıo ha ve 
bccn infanıry archers. This nıan's ı·ccl :;;11111 har 
prodaims his miliıary sıaıus and he h:ı� "rapped a 
turban around iı ıo distinguish hinı�elf from the 
ncighbouring, frcqucndy hosıilc, ı\q-Qoı unlu 

• tC"A -

Turks, who also worc rcd haıs. Thc rcsı of his 
costumc, including his ma/1110 coat here \\Orn off thc 
shouldcr "hile using a bow, \\as thaı of nn Arab 
pe-dsant or bcdouin. l lis bronıc-hilıed sword is 
probabl} o f a  Bızanıine or Balkan form, pcrhaps 

aprurcd during ıhc .\lamluks' conqucsı of Cı prus. 

(.\lain sourccs: Rtupııon of Vtrıttıarı lml>assadorJ ın 

Daı111ısc11s, anon. Vcncrian panel painıing, latc ı 5ıh 
cenı., Lou' re /\1us., Paris; Sı. Urs11/11 Cyrlt, pninı­
ings bı Carpaccio, laıc 15ıh cenı., Acc:ı dcmia, 
Vcnicc.) 

F3: Egy/J/İıın ııııv:ıl cnpt:ı in, c.14,;o 

\\ hercas ıhc prcccding figure is bascd on rca�onably 
rcliablc lıalian painıings of .\lamlul ıroopç, this 
figure ofa hca,il) proıecıed na>·al captain 1\ bascd on 

sun;, ing picccs of approximaıcl) daıcd cosıumc, 

arms and armour. His quilıed cap is worn O\ er a 
rcmarkablc nınil-and-plaıe coif" hich forms part ofa 
mail-:ıııd-plaıe cuirass. 1-lis massivc halbard-likc axe 
appcars botlı in ltalian drawings of Mu�linı infantry 
and as suni\'ing weapons in a liıılc-known Turkish 
museum. lı maı. howc,·er, ha\ e originaıcd in Eu-
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in ehe s:.ı111e J'C:ır ılııtc Q:ıit­
b11)· Cfımplc:ıt:d hi.ot IOrtrcss 
:1r A/c.,·andri;ı, ı1 n1orc 
modc.sc forc ,,·as c.'Omplcı<'d 
siv kilon1ctrcs upri,•er 
froın ılıc porı ol'Ras/ıid. it 
ccın:;ist'''' of:ı rcct:ftl/[lt 
'vitlı roııı1d cortıcr�ıoncrs 
:ıncl :ı .ı1tlig/1t�l' JıigJıcr imıtr 
kccp . .. 11ıc /;ıcrcr u1trs 
c/cn1olishc.:d, probabl.'' 
,.,/ıcıt ıl1c corı>Cr·ıo,ıer.o 
ıvcrc cnc.-..'fl'd by n1:ıssiı·c 
brick bııstioııs bv rJre 
İn,rııding l"rcnch in 1799. 
Thc fi1n1otıs ·Roserco 
.'itonc' ur:ı: ... found during 
chis Frcnch rcbııilc/,.ııg. 
(Audıor's plıoto) 

rope. (i\1ain sourccs: quilıed cap from a reccnıly 
cxcavaıed Coptic gravc, ı 5th ccnı., Cıiro; mail-and­
phııe cuirass, 15ıh-ı 6th ccnıs., Naı. Mus., Damas­
cus; halbard or axc, undatcd, Bcktashi Mus., Haji 

Bcktash; skeıch by Carpaccio, laıc ı 5th ccnt., Louvre 
i\-lus., Paris.) 

Platc G: Mamluk military music, 145<>-1500 
Gr: ı'l1nmluk bandsman, c.1475 
Milir:ıry music playcd a major role in ıhe .\llanıluk 
staıc, bur in rhc laıcr ycars morc pcoplc, including 
civil as wcll 'ıs military officials, wcrc givcn ıhc righı 

ıo havc drums playccl ouısidc ıhcir houscs. Jı sccms 
ıhat many of ıhc musicians werc of African origin, 
tınlikc thc rııaııı!ıık Clirc, '''ho \Vere 110\v dra'''n from 
ıhc Caucasus rcgion. This drummcr has a largc rcd 
zııım cap and a reci luıfia11 wiıh thc sidc-plcats typical 
of ılıe pcriod. J-lis clrum and ıhe way of holding it are 
based on Vcnctian paintings of ma111/ııks. (Jlılain 

'fhis illuscrocioo con1cs 
from tı 1462 copyofa ınid· 
14d1--cc.nnıry 'vork on sit:gc 
cııgiı1ccring <·ııticlt:d K it:.tb 
al'nnict 6'1 n1a11ajiq, 'Books 
ofkcys(co dıc 
under.'irnnding) of 
n>nngoncls. 1 it slıo,vs thr'-c 
distiııC( eııgiııcs. in tlıt: 
ccncrc İ$ ıt 'Tıırkislı 
m!lıJf(Oncl' of clıc norn1tıl 

cotınc,.r,vt·ı"g'hr t)'pt•. On ehe 
riglıc is a man'J,· nniq 
arradah uı/ıi<.· ı is poıvtn"<I 
b�v u ccaı11 ofn1cı1 pulling 
on ro/Jt.."S. On tht len is :ı 
z.iyar virrıuıl/J' idcnı.icrtl ıo 
ıh:ır .<:ohoıvn 011 an car/J' 
ı.1tl1-ccnrtırJ' platc (ronı 
lrnn. (fopk11pi Lib., lWs. 
tlhnıcr IJI ,1469, l:6J, 
lsınnbul) 
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Here, in un Oıcorı-ı:ın 
mıınıLtc:ripr p:ıintı:d liı'C 
yeırs ııfccr clıc cı'cnc, ehe 
Otıom:ınJ>· :ıtt:ıck '�'l:ın1/uk 
Dtın1:ıscus in ısı 6. Tl1c 
rav:ılr_l' ofboclı sidcs arc 
rinıil:ırlJ· cquip11cd, 
ılıhouj!h cJıc ın•lıllllLks on 
tbt' right /1:ıııc cliffcrcnr 
Mıd nıore varied ı-urbans. 
Thrte t)ıpi<.-nl ):ıııi:;.o;nr)' 
lıandgrınncrs lire fronı clıe 
lefı, u1/1ilc ıhree nlamluks 
ırith t-/1cir�:ın1t h:ırs 
opcrııcc c�ınııoıı in cJıc 
crntr{'. One oı· rh,·s<.· 
ıunııcrs ;1/so ıııc;ırs ıı 111ı1il 
shirl, JIS do lH'O Olttmluk 
hQrsc-;1rchcrs. (Topk;ıpi 
Lib., /tls. 1-/:ız. ı,;978, f.235r. 
�wnbul) • 

-

' 

• 

soıırces; recently excavaıcd kajiım, Egypı ı 5ıh ccnı., 
�!us. of Islamic Art, Cairo; Sıory of Sı. George, 
paintcd panels by Carpaccio, latc ı 5th ccnt., i11 .<İ/11 
Chıırch of San Giorgio dcgli Schiavoni, Vcnicc.) 

Gz: Aın irof qaranis mıınılııks, c.1460 

The costume, horse harness and miliıary cquipmcnı 
of laıcr mamlıık armies was simjfar ıo ıhat of thc 
Otıomans, who ba scd their nıilitary ideas on ıhosc of 
ıhc Maıııluk Sultanate. Here a scnior officcr of a 
qaraııis rcgin1e11t, 111eaning those rccrujtcd b)1 a 
prc,·ious rulcr, has a finely decoraıed hclmet wiıh 
sliding nasal bar and hinged cheek-pieces. Only thc 
nıail of his mail-and-plate cuirass is ''isiblc, thc 

\ 

• 

• 

abdomcn plaıcs bciııg hiddcn bcncaıh a salları coaı 
lincd wiıh lynx fur. 'fhc usc of metal shiclds was a 
rcsponsc ro an incrcasing usc of handguns b) 
infontry. AJso noıc ıhc small drunı aııaclıcd ıo his 
saddlc. (ı'Ylain sourccs: 111a111lıık hclmcı, latc ı 5th 
ccnt., J-lcrmiıagc ıVlus., Sı. Pcrcrsburg; dccoratcd 
111a111lıık iron shicld, hııc ı 5ıh ccnı., Askeri .\1us., no. 
ı 74 ı o, Isranbul; Sıo�ı· af Sı. Ceorge, painıccl panels 
by Carpaccio, laıc ı 5 ccnr, in sıııı Church of San 
Giorgio dcgli Schiavoni, Vcnicc.) 

GJ: H'calıhy /ady in ourdoor cosrunu:, c.1500 
A fcw fragmcnıs of fcıııalc Tslamic aıtirc of ıhe late 
ıVlamluk pcriod sun·i\'c, and such <lrcss also appcars 
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in rhe European books of world cosrume ıhaı bc<-:ıme 
popular during ıhc Rcnaissance. \\ herca� indoo� ıhc 
wcalıhier ı\luslim "omen of Egypı and Sı ria "orc 
magnificcnı and colourful dresscs, modcsıı prc\'ailcd 
when they wenı ouıside. This lady has a largc 'hcad 
vcil' covering much of her body; ıhis is aıı.ıchcd by a 
narrow sı rip of cloth to a 'facc vcil' oflighıcr ınaıcrial. 
Bencath ıhe'e shc wcars a long dress cı'er \'Cry lighı 
muslin coııon ırouscrs. A1so noıc ıhc ouıdoor slip­
pers "orn O\cr similarly colourcd indoor slippers. 
(�lain sourcc\: Sıory o/Sı. Ceorxe, p:ıinıcd panels by 
Carpaccio, laıe 15ıh cenı., i11 st111 Church of San 
Giorgio degli Schiavoni, Yenice; S/ıa/111111110/1, ı\lanı­
luk, AD 1510, Topkapi Lib., Ms. l laz.1519, l sıan­
bul; woodcuıs of cosrumc in Pi/geıfiılırı by Arnolcl 
von 1 faril� laıc ı 51h ccnı.) 

P/aıe il: TJıc lası mamluk :ırmics, 1500-1517 
Hı: KJı:ıssaki, c.1515 
The �lanılul Mate had declined a long ""l bı thc 
carly ı6ıh cenıurı but irs arnıics \\Crc sıill wcll 
equipped. Thi; nıan is an elite klınssakı, onc of rhc 
Sultan's own 11111111/uks. Nornıally his richlı gildcd 
mail-and-plaıc cuirass would be hiddcn bcnc;ııh his 

martcn fur-lincd coat. Notc thaı he wcars his hclmct 
over a skullcap aııd that, as dcscribcd in 'arious 
;\1amlul ıraining manuals, he puıs on ıhc lcft arm 

4& 

"fhc "folk. urı or lhc 
._\ft1nl/Uk 541//ıtfl:llC M.ıb far 
simplu ıhnn ıhaı o(thc 
coıırt, ıho«ı'h oftcn cqw.llJ 
'•'3.rliJ.e. Thı�� '"ıcMJnıc 
skcrch ••·ı� nloıdc in ıhc 
fırst hıılfoftlıc ı�th 
ccntıır .. •. (.\lcı. \iti..)., inı. 
ı975.36o, ıVcu l'•1tk, 
aııthı1r:'i /Jltoıo) 

\-ambracc bcfore the right. Thc CO\Cring of his 
horsc's arnıour rcRects rhe inlaid dccoraıion on his 
arm and lcg proıection, perhaps as a form of 
individual iclcıııification, and thc rciııs arc strcngıh­
cncd wiıh :ı scrics of chaiıı-linkcd iroıı ı>laıcs. (ı\ lain 
sourccs :  Slııılı111111111/ı, .\1amluk, AO 1510, Topkapi 
Lib., �Is. l la1.. 1519, l sıanbul; vambracc :ınd kg 
arnıour, laıc 15ıh ccnı., Askeri \lus., nos. 
ıı.\ .ı ı ı C 8, lı,ıanbul; 111am/11k \\ar-a\e, laıe 15ıh­
carl) ı6ıh <'l!nts., .\lcı. .\!us. of .\rı, \;c" Yorl; 
mıım/11/t cuiraı», laıe ı ;rh ccnı., .\leı. \\u,. of \n, 
�c" YorJ..; 11111m/11k hclmcı, carly ı6ıh ccnt., Toplapi 
.\•!us., bıanhul.) 

112: Qprınıi.<, c. ı.ı;ı.ı; 

Thc cquiı>mcııı of this qara11i.ı 11wm/11i: is onlı 
marginall) lc\s nıagnificcnı ıhan ıhar of ıhc klıııssakı. 
1 le has a comparablc hclmeı \\İlh a mail a\Cnıail thaı 
co,ers much of his facc. a mail haubcrl, and lcı 
protecııon, ıhc uppcr parı covcring ıhigh\ and lntt<i. 
rhe lo\\er \hin' �nd anJ..lcs. Thc t) ing of ıhc bo" 
to ıhe <,pcar-,h:ıfı \\hen noı in usc doe\ not appcar in 
any picıurc., bııı is rccommended in somc ıraining 
manual•. (ı\lain ı.ources: Slıııl111a11111/ı, .\l:ımluk, 
AD ı 5 ı o, 'fopkapi Lib., ı'vls. H:ız. ı 5 ı<), l .ı:ıııbul; 
mail-and�'Jılim lcg arnıour, probably 11111111/111:, <'liri) 
ı6ıh ccnı.. Tım er cıfLondon Armouric>.) 
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113: ılfrican handgunncr, c.1.;17 
Thc siıııihu·iı} in sh:ıııe if noı ehe colour of thc iare 

mumluk miliı:ıry ::.111111 fiır hJt and ıhc Euroı>ean 

bu\b� is astonishing. This soldier of \ fric:ın origin 
also wcars n ıunic 11 iıh vcry sıylizcd pscudcı­
inscripıions ovcr a simple mail hauberl, and is armcd 

11iıh a "ingcd macc in addiıion ıo his maıchlock 
•rqucbus. The laucr is a Europcan import which, 
insıead ofa rriggcr, has a prcs\-burıon on the side of 
ıhc locl. (.\bin sourccs: skeıchcs of 1110111/uk soldier; 
h) Carpaccio, laıe ı5ıh-e;ırly, ı6ıh ccnıs., LOLl\rC 
�lus., Paris; Turks bcsieging �lanlluk Damascu�. 
Ouoman manuscript c.AD 1521-2+, Topl.api Lib., 

\h. 1-Iaz. ı 5978, Istanbul.) 

• 

Aııt>tlıtr illın,rr11ıion fnın1 
tlıc Jı,tc 15tlı ct.·ııtıırJ• 
furusİ)i1h nı:ınııııl b.� lbn 

tl.hi Kh:ızan1 .. hows 
ntum luks C.\crcisjng "iılı 
'' QQ</cn sıo1 "c,ç to 
strcııgıhcrı tlıcir �pcıir 
aml�. The.' :ı/fio \+bir ı:ıll 
caps "-iıhouı ıhc rurbaıı 
cl<Jıhes norn·uıl/J• H'Ouııd 
:ıroııııtl thcnı. (liib. ı\'ııı., 
,\/_,.tir. z8•4. f.17.-. Puri') 

\1 l.t ftlllltılnu "" Lurıc bJatN: ('ot p:ırl<' par \k�""'' lC' ·hıub(rl• dC' mıılk\'; lı 
cı�IM"I<' 'l:al.a...,1�· d<' l'.ınQı:n "'' k. ıı nıM<t ıc .. thC"\eu� '""il" •:ht:t le\ ·run.'\ et \l.ınctıl...., mim� ııı"� qu"ih � MMent oonı·tr1" ıı. l'ldıtıt. Le• l" l'ltılfıtıs İoal.llk• �nı 1\;>ı�ı..n dlc.t k" "°'IJ.ıL,. tc ı., "'�lc\lf �pptlk l'ı�nt d)ıu.tııt \�'• tı..I;. b 
·••!'!llft d'epc.r puıtk'I; pıu � cıilacwn. \.1 llJhM 11pıqııtıC' •u MUdwııd f"l.-l'lt 
........ ptnıl" 4u 1 \C'fM _.n...., J'f•r>il turba.n, 'ıhıı'. dWt tt ..,, rnnıcıes tft .... �. 
ıııc�r ı. ti1<' ı•ı.c...: n ll hatbc: l 'l fl1QUG dı�ı lı plu�n •k� rnu�lm;u� ek· lı ıım•llk \J 1 .c rıoın.ıdc J� �ıcııı""' cl.ıı .!ii\ıd de l.ı llı��iı:-cı de l'l.lrıine rıorı.: k 
ıhııK.-au (k,..: c-t ıuM' ıunıquc ; tını..l«ıt br1.anııt11: 'h.ar.1dfrl"l"ltK Jc m pcupk11o 

lı \\IMlı;ıl c:lı.ıt Jır.. f� fknııiı"l'llC'Dn �rpıan· ..... ı 111Sıulu11. -umııttdu ..a,ıc 
"'' \1-..b 1\ ııc C"ltc-•ablıcıt � qudqut knlf"' nıı J no n ıu T wla.un. .-',,. rt .. ı ı'ııı l'ıımul'( du "�ıl en ıı•ık m lraq cıu'm f.rpıc. Oı \toırıı; �ıııttu>oç, 
u1te d.\-.C dı: lı ""' ıtılı: öl quınd "'�rnc b�n t ·quıpCe , Oıı ''"' ••ır tel; ıllu.,11ı1ııoı1> 
'ö 'h.ıll<'.&W. l.ı.rııe" •�• 1� <'-Uqll<". ;unQ qu'ıın c:hıp;..'ilu ;u.cr tıc-r iııliıtn pU&illlll' kı 
(ıftıı,., \tndılcnı Ju ıruınııd ı1U\ m:unlul.'- ıı llt"ıfcr k!t cp.ı�.c-un dıt tıU•lk1. 
"""'��dır coJc s-:114.ııno l.1 '"""I• at J'wı ...ı'k ı�. •I rıww ClllC' L111«. 11• 
--a • P''".-ud ·u.uı,.ı· llJ l>'ıınıc P''"'"* nıccrtt -•ıb Mu. ıl ,..,c .,..iMi .Cmıc UM ımıurC" ı bnlo\lk11o \ ı:ıoın '"""'' � hı...._ en cuır Jl<ıl'f ('\ıl('f 
l'M�-nıı.:hcr tı çohlc- \ludcJr ıılu' ''"�'l:nt <k &.. l;ı..quruc 'l.11.ı�ııı' I� hıclıe ç...ı trnwnı pl•ct flll' un tnn(".ıu d.1n' lı mnıur4: �·ı.ı• l'b.:torpc 
( ı (nuw mcmbtt.. dc-l'ııdmırw flıtO{cs-.•Mlk portat lır--.1nwın "llafı' � _, 
""' U9ıCS iotdJ.....-n pco.. <:n � ponc ela p'ftYda, �Ya " -
lu"-t'n ııa e.ı.q1.tt1tl' "'"'' d<ıutık•"" mia, ipıfUJC' {ı.:ıliaıc ek mı,nl't.lam). (..1 IA" 
ıınwıt'lurfu�h·, uıılı.c pour � ıu\ılı.utt:t de l'ınl.uunc, ı.ıgnıhot lıoofıu«: bıt:ıı \lll'tl' 
'ııtnı hıbll lö ronul\c Jl-S p.ı.)un•, Ilı, �•)Al d'11rıt'ır.1nık '�tur IN'ndını ks ı,ı(JC• rt 
�ı-tlKrfn mOl'lt.ı,:nır� CJ 1 n ııu1ibauı.:• '\•hır' dt Ü S''" cowııpttnM:rll de, 
'"'ntn fK.lııö 1 ııtıln' k INltk'.IU J.uubk de nu.:Jko. tt. r � fİıllıC dır J;ıı P<N. l.< c•!lıırn.lııt.qliK. MUh-.ım.SC ılliıtkiift"udc� •fund' 6o�lu.ı 

• ' 

f'arhcarcın 

- , 
' 

i 

,. 

I� 
- ,,, 

. -

.\ ı 1 ın V.ll'l8tt �ııınnM',...\\ olJmınıtl uber cınrr f'atıU'f'o.l lıhh«Jc, t'ınc tnıhc­
K:.11.ı l'l tıı•J\:ııı>pe. ı\ tın lııt".a.thıe dJ� 111 r ·rurlcn uııd \ l()ı"!!Olc11 l) I'•� hı: Lı.tıp:«ı 1 lur, 
ıudı nJth dtm Lbnırııt ıwn ı .. ı.ım l')i(' ıdtı«ı il� sınJ ı�rı.ch fur d� 
�ım d• t·arbtFhl •vf d!lf lıwhctt \t)uW.0,,-ıu.� n.n.cl, s.cı. .. ,11� 
nıcc nnn � \.ı. Trı-.__.., Tradd a... •·•h.bnı.ktı ınbtidıaı cıJcr 
pını•hctı Kau.Jmııı.fk cks 11 J•l>rtıunôcrtt poBcr Turt..•, dınılk \\oll-.\hl. 
Schıt u..cl Stnımrfe. »e h e gt:Kh·ottnen Kq>l'uıkl drn B:ı11, C)(I"'"" hı.r ı!ııc mcııtrn 
\lı..,ltnı• jeıl('r l'nı.ıdC' Aj 'oın.ııl(n ııuı ckıı Sırrıpaı �ıı;fnıU.lıtıdi und cln 
lı Lr•ıM fllİl hohcrı 1 lııtt'ft l�Pl'4:lıı lurditic" l...tuıc und mu ... rnu b,7 ... DlUlffıı::ııcr 
Sııc\cttl 

Uı l..ı.t"°'\b.mdı...l da l.ant..,.11knc iks �l.lhı"'-ıı.ulK RUtıtıı:ınc '"' �vUııc.hftı 
Sul •urJc ım lr.1n uftd İti ı·uıL<"\tırı schofı �iı ei:ni� /..c1ı '""''C'nckı, ikr 
Pfcnkr.ını('f 'U.!1 �11111 .... ır eher iın lnn ııltt ııı t\J) ı>tt'n nı "°hen 11.ı: Oı� 1\:1.ı'"° 
el« .._ı,ıllcr ic •.ır �un cıon' ıcrınıı:cttm PrcuıJıı;, .1btt doıı;h �ht 11uı .1ıögcnı,ttt 
.\bbolJwıJm .rnJCft brıntc 1 lulıtvdct •tct.c. •M •ıt � 1utt t11ıwa WlitYı• � • 
1 klııtı. •al 4lc' ('� \�wıt: ua 6bt \tı--ı...ı.c. «rl..aultn; - lııt• 
hlC'I' dw l.tp ,..,. .. flff'bedcrlı'""' l>.1n«r Oııı: H3uw haı ıvr\""'hırll Sol. a ırı,ı 
cıncn !-,fi"", SıttııLr,ltını uıwl .._ h.ıııı�r-Doldı llJ \ oo noch Kf""ll< rnn ·\n!o(tını. 
i�ı tt doı;fı ,.: p a nıttı hter nuı cınçm Sthupp;ıııunıcr ,ueh,· 1 ıı;,lcn>Lmf�n. JK 
\Cfhıııdcr Mıılkn, JJll dıe Bnsen"4.hnur hınıtıtn bkıtoı Spıı<I' •·urm da ... .ı.l.ı•u­l..ırr<. �raı.uı ı.....-ıı ı• a111m1 Rı., • _. Gı.ınC'J VACC'f der Sl.lııııt.rrc 
Cı \lf""9c Bcn,.f ... tıfın1ftbC(ftt� '.1 (1.\\ıdm Bn.ndbı-tını •x •-<:,""tt­
ı.,.;h� l'nıeor .. Ok...ct \lann hıı t..n'lrnl\..(;rınıtcrı. -.Cmc" t\lc.dung urıJ uftd 
lro;ıııı ul<' tA mıı fcucrfcı.tcm Glıınmct odtr \t�ınc.i11ınsilil.ıı '"'�lqt Cı fh• 
\\ uırt "l lır(wJı .. fur 1 hl(ı.infınıcıİ•ll(fl, b«IC"Uttlc a.1>\ı.el wx �nJcl; olrııolıl nur 
JC'\l(ldC't WlC'f:C•ulırıl14fııc H.ıı.ııem, •.1rorrı Waır \1Jlllkr doch bn lki.�n 11ıtd - Ut� .tw •nnel ( J f)K �.ıt.ıt .. nappnı..,, "t•rira _,,..,_ 
.......... mrht �t.rwrcr. � r-rı�vıt('f1nı \lınıd tı1nd da. ptc pcn , tt 
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' 

• ı 

·ı ' 

Mamluk recruitment, 1230-1300: 
1: Mamluk senior amir, c.1270 
2: Khawaja slave merchant, c.1270 
3: Turkish _slave recruit, c.1270 

' 
' 

o 

1 
-

2 
l 

3 

-
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Cavalry, 1300-13 50: 
l: l(hassaki (ruler's 

mamluk), c.1300 
2: Amir's mamluk, c.1315 
3: Halqa trooper, c.1315 

3 2 

, -
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• 

• 
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, 

Infantry, 1300-1350: 
l :Jandar infantryman, c.1300 
2: Harfush auxiliary, c.1325 
3: Ashir Syrian auxiliary, c.1325 

-

3 

1 
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Mamluk training, 1350-1400: 
1: Khassaki preparing for 'fire game', c.1370 
2: Kuttubi trainee, c.1380 
3:Junior bodyguard officer, c.1375 

s =· 

\ it'\ r'\ 1 J 
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• 

Cavalry hunting in Nile Delta, 15th C: 
1: Tarkhan, c.1425 2:Julban, c.1400 3: Rammaha lancer, c.1450 
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' 
• 

Infantry & naval troops, 1400-14 50: 
1: Maghribi marine, c.1450 
2: Halqa infantryman, c.1450 
3: Egyptian naval captain, c.1450 
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• 
• 

Military music, 1450-1500: 
1: Mamluk bandsman, c.1475 
2: Amir, qaranis mamluks, c.1460 
3: Lady in outdoor costume, c.1500 

• 

• 
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The last mamluk arınies, 
1500-1517: 
1: Khassaki, c.1515 
2: �ranis, c.1515 
3: African handgunner, 

c.1517 

' 
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