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THE JANISSARIES 

INTRODUCTION 
For ccnturics scrious study of thc Ottoman Empire 
and İts army has bccn hampered by prcjudicc and 
deep-seated W cstcrn fcars of the 'Terrible Turk' -
fears rooted in centurics of warfare between Chris­
tian Europe and its closcst ı\ luslim neighbour. Somc 
prejudices run so dccp that ehe) are barely ,·isiblc. 
For example thc traditional costumes of many Euro­
pean circus clowns, their baggy trousers and pointed 
cap. , scem to be a mockcry of Ottoman Turkish 
fashions. 

E\'cn today a respected historian can maintain 
that thcJanissarics replaced loYc of family, homc and 
country with rcligious frenzy, fanatical obcdicncc, 
lust for spoils and handsome boys, denying that thcrc 
was any 'nobility of moti,·c' behind their military 
successcs. in contrast to such silly statements, carlicr 
writcrs who witncsscd the Janissaries in action wcre 
far morc objccri,·c. The early 15th century Grcck 
commentator Chalcondilas put Ottoman succcss 
down to strict disciplinc, an cxccllent commissariat, 
maintaining roa<ls in goo<l rcpair, and haYİng well­
ordered camps, largc numbcrs of pack animals and 
well-organised support scn·iccs. \Vriting in the latc 
16th century, Rene de Lusingc offcrccl 17 reasons for 
Ottoman ,·ictories; among thcsc wcrc clcvotion to 
war, taking thc offcnsive, a lack of intercst in fixed 
fortifications, well-trained solclicrs, strong cliscipline, 
u c of ruscs as wcll as direct attack, good commancl­
er , an<l no wasting time on amusements. Thc Aus­
trian ambassador Uusbeq added the cleanlincss of 
their camps, whcrc thcrc was ncither gambling, clrink-

Octomaıı rroops ar rhc 
barr/c uf Çaldıran, 1514, in 
a maııuscripr of c. 1525. 
Fuur infontryn1en carry 
long-bfaded a11d Jıoukcd 
staffıırc:ıpuns. The nvo in 
frorır wear tlıe rcd 
Janiss:ıry caps uf'rlıe 

ilıihLar guard corps, 
whiclı normali.'· foug/ır w; 

ca,·a/ry; r/ıe orlıcrs /ı:ı,•c 
rlıc normal ıırhite cap of 

Janissary Cemaat units. 
Tıvo ufthcse infonırrmen 
a lso lııı ve ric/1/y 

· 

cmbruiclcrcd tunic.<;, 
perlrnps i11dica rİ11f! officcr 

rnrııs. (Sclimname, A1s. 
Haz. 1597-8, f.l JJa, 
Topk:ıpi Lib., Iscanbul) 

ing nor swearing, an<l whcre there were propcr latrines 
and an cfhcient corps of water-carriers who followecl 
thc army into battle and hclpccl ehe wouncled. 

Within this impressivc forcc the Janissarics 
formcd onc part of the Kapıkulu regiments, thc 
Sultan's pcrsonal troops recruitcd from slavcs or 
prisoners. in many ways the Janissaries reflectecl 
Ottoman socicty, "hich was itsclf dominatecl by a 
military elite and "here there was much greater 
social mobility than in Europc. On top of this, ehe 
Turks looked upon Europe much as the early Ameri­
cans 'iewed the Wcstcrn Frontier - as a land of 
ad,·cnturc, mission ancl opportunity. 

Üne characteristic of thc Janissary Corps has 
madc it difficult for Westerncrs ıo remain objcctive; 
the fact that it was rccruited from slaves. Yet this 
should be sccn in context. Byzantinc and other Bal­
kan Christian armics normally ensla\'Ccl 1luslim or 
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pagan focs, and the 1-lospitallers - the epitoıne of 
Christian Crusading values - simply killed their 
Turkish prisoncrs, whilc Catalan mercenaries in the 
area slaughterec.l ali Turks ovcr thc agc of ten. The 
Turks, on the other. hanc.l, ac.loptcd thc traditional 
Muslim practice of not harming POWs unc.lcr thc agc 
of 20, but enslaving thcm as a booty. 

It was, howevcr, against thc Şaria t or Muslim 
religious law for a ruler to enslavc his own Christian 
subjects. The Ottoman system diffcrcc.l from what 
had gone before because military slaves wcrc rc­
cruitcd withiı:ı the state. This Devşirme or 'levy of 
tributc children' provided elite infantry, cavalry and 
civil scrvants, cvolving during the early years when 
Ottomans adhcrcd to a strange mixture of unortho­
dox religious belicfs, Turkish trihal custom and Byz­
antine tradition. To c.lcscribc thc Janissaries simply as 
'slave-soldiers' is misleading. Thc titlc of Kul or slave 
was one of pride and dignity, not opprcssion; cvcn in 
the 1 7th century, to be known as a Kul was rcgardcd 

as more honourable than to be a 'subject'. 
Thc carly history of the Janissaries is shrouded in  

myth. Thc Ottoman state started as  one of  the 
smallest Turkish Rey/iks or principalities in Anatolia 
at the close of thc l 3th ccntury, and even though the 
Ottomans !ay closcst to thc Byzantine heartland, 
other Bey/iks took part in the first Turkish pcnetra­
tion of Europe. Indeed, the Ottoman state bcgan as a 

refuge for soldiers, peasants and townsfolk flccing thc 

4 

Byza11ti11e infa11try 011 aıı 
ltalian painted c:he.-;t ofthe 
mid-lStlı ce11tury, slıowiııg 
'The Ottoman c:onque.-;t of 
Trnbzoıı'. Tlıeir 
appearanc:e İs differcnt tu 
tim t iıı arclrnic Byz;w ti11e 
art of the peri od, but is 
probably ı111 accunue 
reflec:tioiı oflatc Byzantinc 
costwne and weapo11ry. 
The similarity bctwccn 
tlıeir rn 11 Jıa ts and tlwse 
ıvorn by carly Otto111a11 
infantry is sıriking. (Met. 
Mus. or Art. inv. 19U.J.l.39, 
New York) 

l\ılongols. Military success attracted more Yoltmteers, 

and in 1 362 Murad adopted the tirle of Sultan - his 
predecessors having been mere Beys or Amirs. Rec­
onciling the traditions of the Gazi \Varrior class, 
which soon included the Janissaries, with those of the 
Ulema religious scholars who represented classical 

Islamic ci..-ilization remained a problem for the Otto­
man state for many centuries. On top of such divi­
sions, a wave of Sunni Muslim orthodoxy swept the 
Empire in the 16th century, following the Ottoman 
conquest of the Arab Middle East; and a glance at the 
map shows that thc vast Ottoman Em pire remained a 
collcction of almost isolatcd rcgions dividcd by 
descrts an<l scas. Howcvcr, thc Ottomans had onc 
great assct: a strong tradition of tolcrancc, which 
enable<l the Sultan an<l his Janissaries to control this 
disparate Empire. 

Such tolerance brought immediate rewards, in  
the form of large-scale conversion to  lslam among 
previously persecuted minorıtıes such as the 
Bogomils of Bosnia. Many Jews also converted, and 
wcrc thus ablc to cntcr thc elite, somcthing they had 
never bccn ablc to do un<lcr Christian rulc. By giving 
existing Christian military classcs a continuing role 
"·hile offering tbe possibility of furthcr a<lvanccmcnt 
if they converted to Islam, tlıe Ottomans absorbe<l 

much of tbe Byzantine Greek and Slav elites, who in 
turn soon had a clear influence on the development 
of Ottoman military traditions. 
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ORIGINS AND 
EVOLUTION OF 
-S:HE JANISSARY 

CORPS 
Thc popular image of conquering Turkish armies as 
oonsisting of nomad horse-archers is completely in­
accurate where the Ottomans are concerned. Early 
Ottoman armies were capable of fighting effectively 
üı both mountains and forests, and of conducting 
combined operations once they had acquircd a navy 
üı the mid-l 4th century. Foot soldiers playcd a major 
role throughout, but cavalry rcmaincd a dominant 

arm well into thc l8th ccntury. 
Ottoman armcd forces benefited from an ex­

tremcly varied military heritage, starting with the 
Seljuq Turkish rulers of 1 3th century Anatolia, who 
had made considerable use of infantry. in fact, after 
thc devastating Mongol invasion, the crumbling 
Seljuq state increasingly relied on urban Piı!(u/eğan 
infantry militias that were often based upon dcrvish 

religious associations. Such militias continued into 

thc subsequent era of Bey/iks or minor principalities. 
\Yithin these Bey/iks, religiously motivated groups of 
Ahi volunteers were used to control bandits and to 

A 

protect travellers. At the same time, increasing num­
bcrs of Byzantine Akritoi frontier troops were defect­
ing to thcsc little Turkish states. Written sources 
strongly suggcst that thc armies or the westernmost 
Bey/iks indudcd a majority of infantry, particularly 
when raiding across the narrow straits to thc Euro­
pean mainland. The epic Diisturnaıne Destan, rclating 
the adventures of the ruler of the Beylik of Aydin, 
describes his Azap infantry archers forming up ahead 
of his Gazi cavalry. For their part, Greek sources 
refer to Umur's men as symmachia peze or 'auxiliary 
infantry'. 

Early Ottoman forccs werc similar to those of 
othcr Bey/iks, with Christian military elitcs generally 
being left in placc. Even thc ncw YCıya infantry and 
Müsellem cavalry were recruited from both Muslims 

and Christians, the Yaya first appearing in thc rcign 
of Orhan ( 1324-59). As soon as the Ottomans seized 
control of Thrace in the 1360s, Muslim Turks were 
settled there to provide readily available foot 

ılrchcry cquipmcJJt. (A-B) 
17th century Jeatlıer quiver 
ofa type ııormally used oıı 
foot. (A.<;keri ıWüze, inv. 
7553 & 467, Istaııbııl). (C) 
18th century 'log' type of 
targct uscd in shol't-rangc 
shooting. Companıble 
targcts arc shown in 14th 
century Mamluk 
maııııscripts. (Askeri 
Müze, Iscanbul) 
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soldiers. Orhan also had a corps of full-time in fantry 
retainers by 1 338, but these, likc thc Kapılıalkı body­
guard of the late 14th century, were not yet 
Janissaries. 

6 

Byzantine influcncc on thc dcvclopmcnt of Otto­
man infantry and marincs was apparently strong 
throughout the l 4th ccntury. As with the Ottomans 
thc most cffcctivc Byzantinc troops were, in fact, 

Tlıe Yedikule 'Seveıı 
Tuwers' citadel built 
agaiııst tlıe iııside of 
l.�tanbul's ancient walls in 
1458. le is oııe oftlıe 
carliest star-shapcd 
forrifications in Eıırope. 
(A uthor's photograplı) 

Ilclow: In thc 16th-17th 
ceneurie.'i, wlıen ehi.<; 
anonymoııs ltalian 
draıt1ing wf'ıs made, the 
'Seven Towers' citadel was 
full of ehe garrison 's 
houses, ıvorkshops and 
lnırracks. Only ehe 
111osq ııe's 111iııaret now 
.�urvives. (Mw;eo Civicu 
Correr, Veııice) 
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The Rumeli Hisar, 
"Fortrcss ofEıırope', oıı tlıe 
wıesterıı shon:: of the 
Bosphorus stmits. lts great 
COWers, lwilt in 1-151-52, 
wcre origiııally covered 
with conic:al roofs likc 
ıbose oftpe Yedikule. 
(Turkish Mini.o;try of 
lnformation plıotograplı) 

infantry archers. The Byzantinc Mourtatoi and Ser­
bian Murtat wcrc of mixcd Christian-Turkish origin 
or wcrc dcsccndcd from Turkish prisoners of war, 
and thcy included crossbowmen. in contrast, the 
early 1 5th century Byzantine Iaııitsarai were not 
'Janissaries', but light cavalry whose name stemmed 
from the Catalan word Ciııetari (medieval Latin 
Janizzeri). 

ünce cstablished in Europe, the Ottomans also 
came under Balkan military influence which was 

itself very varied (the limited available evidence indi­
cates that infantry played a major role in the l 4th and 
l Sth centuries); Balkan Christians may even havc 
formed a majority in the full-time Ottoman army 
during the later 14th century. 

it is difficult to separate truth from legend con­
cerning the real origins of thc Janissary Ocak or 
Corps. Most traditional accounts credit Orhan with 
creating the Corps, and almost ali give the Bektaşi 

dervish scct a major role, if only in  the design of the 
Janissarics' distinctive Bô'rk or white felt cap. One 

version says that Ali Paşa, Orhan's military adviser, 
suggested that the ruler's new troops wear white hars 

to clistinguish them from the rest of the army, who 
wore reci (Ali Paşa may actually have been a Bektaşi 

dervish, for the idea was then given religious ap­
proval by the sect's leader). 

Evidence conccrnıng the origins of the 
Janissaries may be hiddcn within this question of 
distinctive headgcar. in earlier centuries, red hars had 

been worn by revolutionary Shia Muslim groups and 

may clate back to the pre-lslamic Mazdak sect. On 
the other hancl, fluffy zaınt red hats wcre charactcris­
tic of the Sunni Muslim Mamluks in the !ate 1 4th 
century, the military elites of l 4th century Christian 
Byzantium wore reci, yellow or black caps, ancl Chris­
tians living under Turkish rule in western Anatolia 
were characterisecl by reci or white hats. Red hats 
were worn by most of the Turkish Beys, and Orhan 
may have adopted white to be different. On the other 
hand tali white Ak Bö'rk felt hars may simply have 
distinguished his slave-recruited troops from those 
of frcc origin. 

Early Ottoman rulcrs had probably taken their 
traclitional onc-fifth of booty in cash. Large-scale 
recruitment of prisoners of war began only aftcr thc 
Ottoman conquest of Thrace in the early 1 360s. One 
tradition states that the first such recruits were Byz­
antine troops capturecl by Gazi Evrenos, himself of 
Byzantine origin, following his seizure of lpsala, 
south of Edirne. in subsequent years, if the numbers 
of POWs was insufficient, the Sultan's agents bought 
fit young slaves in the ordinary slave market to train 
them as soldiers. Whether these units were inspired 
by guard units of Chulam slave-recruited cavalry 

· which cxistcd clscwherc in thc Middlc East is un­
known. The first Janissary Ortas or battalions wcrc, 
however, raised to supplement the Yaya infantry, and 
may have been attachecl to the Sultan's 'hunting 
establishment'. 
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The origin or inspiration of the Devşirme system 
is even lcss clear: the Byzantine Empire may have 

forcibly recruited one in fi ve children from some Slav 
and Albanian areas in the 1 1  th century; Kara 
Rustem, a mid-l 4th century Turkish scholar, might 
have thought up the idea of enlisting captive children 
as well as adults; or it may have been an original 
Ottoman idea, or a fusion of new and earlier con­
cepts. Whatever its origin, the Devşirme system 
clearly emerged after the establishment of the 

Janissary Corps itself, though it was suspended dur-

• 

� FEZZAN 
.. 

• Ottoman territory c.1400 
• ottoman territory c.1600 

8 

ing the chaos that followed Tamerlane's invasion, 
when the Janissaries and other Kapıkulu units were 
virtually wiped out at the battle of Ankara in 1402. 

Murat II revived the Devşirme in 1438, upgraded 
Kapıkulu influence and changed the Janissaries' 
preference for expansion eastwards towards con­
quests in Europe. The next Ottoman ruler, Mehmet 
il ( 145 1-8 1 ), who conquered Byzantine Constan­
tinople/lstanbul, increased the Janissaries' pay and 
numbers, gave them improved weaponry, and made 
them the nuclcus of the en tire Ottoman army. He also 

PERSIA 

Right: The citadel of 
Tokat, perclıed 011 a rock 
overlooki11g the river, has 
28 towers. it was 
co11sta11tly stre11gthened 
over tlıe ce11tııries, a11d 
housed a strategically 
importa11t gm'l"İsoıı wlıile 
serving a.<; a basc for 
seveml eastenı campaigııs. 
(Author's phutugraph) 
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(A) Thc carlicst kııow11 
Ottonrnıı helmet is ı-/1e .o;o­
c�ıllcd 'hclmct ofOrhaıı 
Gazi' who ruled the 
cxpaııdiııg Otroınıw state 
İn the mid-14th ccntury. 
Thc iııscription is · 
dedicated W Urhan, but 
thc helmet i tself coııld 
ha ve heen worn by onc of 
his coınınıwders or oııe of 
his gııardsmen. (A.skeri 
Miizc, Ista11bııl). (B) Most 
sıırvi ving Ottom�ın 
hclmcts ıvcrc for cavalry 
or ıvere highly decorated 
objccts ıvorıı by se11ior 
officers. Tho.<;e dating 
fron1 thc later ce11ruries 
are generally ofcupper or 
brass. Tlıis plai11 brı1ss 
lıelmet cou ld ha ve gonc 
bcneath a wll]ımissary 
cap and ıvas probably uscd 
by aıı officer. (Askeri 
ıWiize, htanbul) 

replaced disloyal units with some 7,000 Sekban 

'dog-handlers' and Doğancı 'falconers' from the 
Royal Hunt in the hope of insti!J.ing greater disci­
pline. Some while later the rnore nurnerous 
Bostancı 'gardeners' were also converted into fully 
fledged soldiers to form a third division of the 
Janissary Corps. Two smallcr clites within the 
Bostancı division wcrc thc Ifasekis, who scrvcd as thc 
Sultan's infantry guar<l, an<l the Sanda/cıs, who 
rowed his İmperial barge. 

There were probably no more than 1 ,000 
Janissarics in thc carly l 4th ccntury, but a <lctailcd 
estirnate of thc Ottornan arrny in 1475 suggcsts 
6,000 Janissaries, 3,000 Kapı/..·ulu cavalry, 22,000 
Sipalıı cavalry frorn the European provinces and 
1 7,000 Sipahıs from Anatolia. A specific register for 
the year 1 527 gave Süleyman the Magnificent 
87,927 men in his 'Outer Service', of whorn 37,627 
were Kapıkulu, including Janissaries, cavalry and 
tcchnical troops. Ottoman documcnts captured after 
thc failcd sicgc of Vicnna in 1 683 show that thc 
Janissarics constitutcd onc quartcr of thc invasion 
forcc, cxdu<ling camp-followers. Aftcr furthcr dc­
feats in 1699, theJanissary Corps was reduced, but i t  
soon rose again and by the mid-18th century the 
Ottoman state rnaintained no fewer than 1 13,400 
Janissaries, though only a minority were real sol-

B 
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The Bo.snian city of 
Mostar in lıappier times. 
Tlıc famow; Stari Most 
'Old Bı-idge' was one ofthe 
fincst piccc.s ofOttoman 
architecture in tlıe Bı1lkaııs 
ııntil it wa.s rccently 
destroyed by CroıHian 
artillcry. Evcn dııring the 

pe�ıcefııl centuries of 
Ottoman rulc it was a 
.'itrategic commıınications 
link, defended by a towcr 
on the left and garri.<ooned 
by locally recnıited 
infantry. (Author's 
plıotogmplı) 

diers, plus 1 2,000 Bostancıs, 50,000 Levent infantry or 
marines, 3,000 Mısırlı auxiliary infantry in Egypt and 
at least 6,000 other auxiliary foot soldiers. 

F.arly Janissaries, like other Ohoman infantry, 
were archcrs, but they soon adopted the arquebus 
hand-gun (Arkibuza) from thcir Balkan neighbours. 
Dalmatia, for example, importcd guns from ltaly as 
early as 1 351 ,  a year before the Ottomans cstablished 
their first bridgehead on the far side of the Balkan 
peninsula, and by the early l Sth century the 
Arkibuza is mentioned in Bulgarian sources. Otto­
man infantry certainly used firearms early in  the lSth 
ccntury, but Murat il was the first ruler to have his 
men adopt thcm on a large scale. (The la ter decline of 
the Janissarics had nothing to do with any lack of 
interest in new weaponry, though therc was resist­
ance to copying European infantry tactics in the late 
l 7th and l 8th centuries.) 

10 

Whereas in Europc the statc bccamc thc master 
of its armies, thc contractual naturc of slavcry in the 
Ottoman F.mpirc mcant that the Sultan could not 
dismiss his <lcpcndent slaves simply because they 
wcrc no longer needed. As a result the Ottoman army 
became the master of the Ottoman state. 

Despite the impact Janissaries made on the 
battlefield, their importance may have been exagger­
ated, particularly by European observers, who were 
astonished by the proficiency of the Janissary Ocak. 

In reality, the early phase of Ottoman expansion was 
largely carried out hy loca] frontier forccs, almost 
without the Sultan's authority, though thc rulcr's 

own Kapıkulıı army did takc thc lcad during thc lSth 
century. Thc Ottomans also maintained a remarkably 
sophisticatcd grasp of grand strategy and 'combined 
opcrations', where infantry again played a primary 
role. On the northern shore of the Black Sea, the 
Genoese outpost at Kaffa was known as 'the !ast town 
in Europe' while less than four hundred kilometres 
away, Genoese Tana was soon to become known as 
'lslam's frontier barrier'. The conquest of these out­
posts may have turned the Black Sea into an Ottoman 
lake, but the Turks still took care to 'plug' the huge 
Black Sea rivers with strong infantry garrisons. 

Thc role of Ottornan naval infantry dates from 
Orhan's conqucst of the Karası Beylik and his seizure 
of its flcet. From then until the !ate 1 8th century, 
Janissaries, Azaps and Levents provided a force of 
highly effective marines. The long ancl vulnerable 
Ottoman coastline would eventually need to be pro­
tected against the Portuguese, Dutch, French and 
British maritime empires by large forces of reliable 
musket-armed infantry. 

RECRUITMENT 
AND TRAINING 

Some Ottoman legal experts tried to justify the 
Devşirme on the grounds that those recruited were 
not 'protected people' because their ancestors had 
been conquered by force, or that the Slav and Alba­
nian areas had only converted to Christianity after 
the Prophet Muhammad's mission in Arabia. But 
such argumcnts cut littlc icc with strict Muslim 
scholars, who continued to regard the Devşirme as a 
gross violation of the rights of the Sultan's non-
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.\foslim subjccts. Not surprisingly, the Ortho<lox 
Christian hierarchy was also <leeply disturbed by the 

Devşirme - though primarily because it invo[Yed 
conversion to lslam. The Ottomans even claimed 
that there was no enforced conversion, while main­
taining that moral pressure was justified because the 
Prophet Muhammad had once said: 'Al/ men are horn 
mitlı the seeds of Is!aın in tlıeir hearts. ' Likc thc far 

morc brutal Spanish Tnquisition, thosc who browbcat 
young Devşirme rccruits consi<lcrc<l that thcy wcrc 
saving souls from heli. 

The Devşirme was roughly based on the recruit­

ing of one child from every 40 households; this \Yas 
carried out approximately once eYery five years 
somewhere in the Balkans. in its fully developed 
form the Devşirme forcibly enlisted between 1 ,000 
and 3,000 youths in  a year, out of a normal total 
recruitment of up to 8,000 male slaves, until the 
continuing shortage of military manpowcr mcant 

that Muslim voluntccrs wcrc finally allowcd into thc 
Janissary Corps latc in thc l 6th ccntury. 

Thc Dalkans contributcd thc largcst number of 
rccruits, but thc Christian minorities of Anatolia did 
not escape; the first recorded eastern Devşirme was in 
1 5 12 .  On the ot her hane!, many conquered regions 
had bccn givcn immunity from the Devşirme in their 
original surrcndcr terms. Generally speaking, big 

Left: Onc ofthc ear/iest 
reliable illustrations ofa 
janissary officcr's unifurm 
is tlıis drawi11g by tlıe late 
15th ccntury ltalian artist 
Ge11tile Bellini or by one of 
Jıis stuclcnts. (Bellini clicl 
visi c Ista11bul.) Tlıis officer 
is still armecl witlı a bow, 
whereas many Ja11issary 
soldicrs werc alrcady 
adopting lirearms. His 
quiver is ofa cavalry typc. 
(lnv. -17033/3, Brici.<>h 
A1ııseıım, Lo11do11) 

Ahove: The castle of 
Valpovo, iıı eastcr11 
Croatia, sttıod on the route 
takeıı by ıııaııy Ottomaıı 
can1paigns and wa.'i a virnl 
defe11sive positioıı agaiııst 
latcr llapsburg counter­
ııtcacks. Like almost all 
fortifications in this war­
torıı regioıı, it dııted from 
muclı carlicr but was 
scre11gtlıened by tlıe 
Ottomaııs. (Autlıor's 
phocograplı) 

cıtıes and off-shore islands were exempt, as \vere 
tributary provinces. The Devşirme preferred young 
men aged between eight and 20 from rural peasant 
families; healthy but uneducated individuals rather 
than 'street-wise' city youths. Families with only one 
son were cxcuscd, and Jews were exempt. Most 
Greeks also escapcd becausc the majority of Greek­
speakcrs wcrc thcn city or island folk. Other exempt 
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groups includecl miners and those li,·ing on strategic 
roads or passes who already had loca! defence duties. 

ünce the shocking noYelt� of the Deqirme worc 
off, many families rnlunteercd their childrcn for 

what \\aS sccn as a poıcnt iall) good carccr, both 

Christian and � lu lim parcnts rcportcdly offcring 
bribcs so that thcir childrcn would be acccptcd. 
Officially thc on ly M uslims inci udcd in rhc De-ı·şirme 
wcrc thc Slav convcrts of Bosnia. These recruits 

normally skipped thc first stage of training and went 
directly İnto an elite Bostancı unit. 

The Devşirme started with a Ferman or edict 

Above: The Devşirme or 
'Rccruitmcnt ofTribııtc 
Chihlrcn' in thc 
Süleym:ınn:ıme of 1558. 
l:Juys in ncw red uniform.<; 
wait whilc tlıc Devşirme 
Emini, ::ı .scnior Janis.sary 
officer iıı clıarge of 
rccruitmcnt, surts trnvcl 
expenses for tlıe boys ro go 
tu Ist::ınbul. On thc right a 

]anissary soldier, lıimself 
oncc rccruitccl by thc 
Devşirme, reassure.ı; an 
anxious 1110thcr ancl lıcr 
h/ack-roheçl priesı. (ı\ls. 
Haz. 1517, f.Jlb, Topkapi 
Lih., lstanhul) 

12 

Riglıc: Tlıe barcle of 
ı\ı/olıacs, J 526, in wlıiclı rlıc 
Orromans clestroyed rhe 
Hungarian arıny, fı-0111 tlıc 
Süleymanname of 1558. 
]anissary 111uskctccrs witlı 
a variety oflıat-plumc.s 
shoot from bchind a linc of 
cannon. Bchind thcm 
swnd officeı-s in tall caps, 
::ırmccl with bows. 
Mounted Silahtar 
guarclsmen with reci Bürk 
]anissary caps are belıind 
tlıcsc officcrs. (Ms. Haz. 
1517, f.220a, Topkapi Lib., 
Istanbul) 

from thc Sultan . .An officer of at least Yayaba}ı rank, 

with lcttcrs of authorisation and accompanied by 
SC\ cral Siiriicii 'dro\'ers', a secretary and a suppl) of 
uni forms, wcnt to a selected area where Christian 
pricsts had been made responsible for asscmbling thc 
malc children with their certificates of' baptism. Two 
lists wcre made of those eligible and fit for scr\'İcc; 

onc was giYen to a Süriicii, who thcn cscortcd the 
recruits to Istanbul. There thc most intclligcnt were 

sent as iç O(;!an or 'inncr (service) boys' to the 
Sultan's Palacc Schools, dcstincd, with luck, for high 
office. The rest, thc Acemi Oğlan or ' foreign boys', 
were sent to thc houscholds of senior or respected 
men for thc first phase of their education. Thc 

sclcction proccdurc, superYİsed by a board of exam­
incrs, \\'as a rcmarkable mixture of archaic and ncw 
idcas: on thc one hand the strong Turkish belicf in 
thc 'scicncc of physiognomy' maintained that moral 
status could be judged by outer appearancc, on thc 
other, the recruits were subject ro mcntal cxamina­
tions similar to modern IQtests. 

Morc is known about thc cducation of elite iç 

Oğlans than of ordinary Acemi Oğlaııs destined for the 
Janissary Corps, yet thc principles were similar. 
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Thcre were Palace schools at Bursa, Edirne, lstanhul 
and Galata, where students studied for t\\ o to seven 
years under strict discipline imposed by thc Kapı 
, Jğası or 'chief white eunuch' .  First they lcarned 
about lslam and were given a general cducation by 

Hocas or .. professors'. Their subscqucnt line of study 
depended on what suited thcm bcst, be it religious, 
administrativc or military. Specific subjects included 
Turkish, Pcrsian and Arabic literature, horse-riding, 
ja\'clin-throwing, archery, wrestling, weight-lifting, 
and music for those with a talent. Great emphasis was 
also put on honesty, loyalty, good manners and self­
control. At the cnd of this training there was a rıkma, 
a selcction and promotion process. The best fç 
Ollans wcnt to the Greater or Lesser Chamhers of 
ehe Sultan's Palace, while the rest \Yere transferred to 
ehe Kapıkulıı caYalry. 

Compared with this almost 'knightly' education, 
that of the ordinary Acemi Ol/an was entircly mili­
tary, with an ovenvhelming emphasis on obedience. 
They were first hired out as Türk Oğlan, to work as 

farm labourers for Turkish familics, to learn Turkish, 
basic military skills and thc Muslim faith for five to 
se,·en years. Thcy wcrc then sent to one of the Acemi 
Ornk or 'training corps' when vacancies became 
a,·ailablc. Somc Acemi Oğlans had their initial educa­
tion in the Konaks or households of powerful Paşas or 

Beys, these being miniature mirrors of the Palace 
sehools. The best of the Türk Oğlaııs were promotcd 
into the Bos/.ancı or 'gardeners' division instead of 
bccoming ordinary Janissaries or went to thc Orıas of 
Baltacı or 'woodcutters' or to onc of thc Admiralty 
Ortas. From here men wcrc sclcctcd for the more 
technical Ortas of Cebeci (armourers), Topçu (gun­
ners), or Top Arabacı (gun-carriage drivers). The 
majority, howcvcr, traincd in teaching barracks as 
simple Janissary in fantrymen and their classes stili 
included basic mathematics. The Acemi Oğ/ans also 
worked in the imperial kitchens or in nam! dock­
yards. 

Training lasted at least six years, during which 
time the Acemi Oğlan was supervised by eunuchs and 
separatcd from female company. Discipline was very 
strict, thuugh the Acemi Oğ/ans were allowed to lct off 
stcam in  off-duty hours. Final Ka/nya Çıkma promo­
tiuns into an operational Orta werc only done when a 
Yacancy became availahle, and the passing out parade 
was a solemn occasion. Graduatcs marched in single 

The siege ofUhode.� in 
1 S22, from tlıe 
Süleymanname uf 1558. 
Wlıile Ottoımw sııppers 
exı:avate mines, ]anis.sary 
marksmeıı slıoot ııt tlıe 
Knights l lospitaller 

manning thı: wall.s. Other 
}mıissaries ıvith shields 
and lwokcd polc-arms 
stand ready to mount an 
assault. (Ms. Haz. 1517, 
f.J.19a, Topkapi Lib., 
lstanbul) 

file, cach holding the hem of the man in front, then 
lincd up in front of an Odabaşı of their new unit, who 
gavc cach the distinctive Janissary hat and a certifi­
cate of acceptance. The following evening, after 
prayers, each new Janissary would put on a soldier's 
dolama or coat and become a full member of the 
Ocak. He would kiss the hand of his new officer who 
would then address him as a Yoldaş or 'travelling 

companion'. Surprisingly, perhaps, there is clear evi­
dence that many Janissaries maintained contact with 
their original Christian families. 

During the period of Ottoman grcatncss, thc 
ordinary Janissary soldier was traincd to usc a varicty 
of weapons. Thosc stationcd in lstanbul went tu the 
Ok Meydan 'archcry ground' just north of the 

Golden Horn, and practised archery, musketry, jave­
lin-thruwing or fencing, using old felt hats on poles 
as fcncing targets. Musket shooting was practised 
against clay pots on the ground or on walls. The men 

1 3  
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Abovc: Thc fortrcs.o; of 
Lipova overlooks a 
stra.tcgic routc bctwccn 
ea.'itern Tn111sylvania and 
Huııgary. Uııdcr Ottoman 
ru/c it wa.'i the capiıal ofa 
Sancak or military 
di.o;trict. (Author's 
photogrnph) 

Right: The fall ofRhodes 
iıı 1522, from thc 
Sülcymanname of 1558. 
Some]ırnissaries shoot at  
flccing foc.'i whilc other.'i 
seize prisoııers or /ead 
thcn1 away with ropcs 
around thefr necks. 
(Ms. Haz. 1517, t:/5-lb, 
Topkapi Lib., Istanbul) 

shot './/'om a grea ı distance', according to a Fren eh 

obscrver, and 'held their guns n;iıh oııe lıand'. The 

Janissaries' enemies also noted that Ottoman marks­

men could shoot accurately by moonlight, while the 

speec.1 and accuracy of Ottoman musketry stili 
amazed thc Austrians in the late 1 7th century. 

in later years rccruitmcnt changed completely. 
In 1568 a select few sons of rctircd Janissarics were 
allowed into the Corps, and from 1 582 onwards 
freeborn men were permitted to becomc 'protcgcs' of 
the Yeniçeri ..rlğası or Commander of the Janissarics. 

Thc soldiers themselves seem to have fayoured phas­

ing out thc Devşirme so as to open up opportunities 
for thcir own sons, and by the end of the 16th century 
the majority of rccruits were probably the sons of 
Janissaries. in 1 594 thc ranks wcre openec\ to ali 
Musliın volunteers. Thc Devşirıne cffoctively 
stoppec\ in 1648, though the Acemi Oğlan training 
system reınained in place and a final, though unsuc­
cessful, European Devşirme was attempted in 1 703. 
By then, the main source of 'human booty' was ,·ia 

thc Crimean Tatars of the Ukraine and southern 
Russia, but cvcn that ended with the Russian annexa­
tion of thc Crimca in 1 783. 

1 4  

OTTOMAN ARMY 
STRUCTURE -

INFANTRY 
FORCES 

During the l 5th, l 6th and 1 7th centuries the Seyifiyı 
or complete military structure of the Ottoman Em­
pire consistcd of thc Navy, thc Eyalet Askerleri or 
'Provincial Forccs' anc.I thc Kapıkulu Askerleri or 
Sultan's Army. The Navy indudec.I naval warfare 
'specialists' and Leveııts or marines, while the Eyalet 
Askerleri and Kapıkulu Askerleri each had infantry 
and cavalry divisions. Eyalet Askerleri provincial in­
fantry were known as Yerlikulu P�yadesi or 'loca! 
infantry'. lt consisted of the Müsellem or 'reC"ognised' 
troops who, though originally cavalry, had been 
dow ngradcd to littlc morc than an infantry militia. 
Thcn thcrc wcrc thc lcareli or 'merccnaries', the 

Azaps anc.I thc non-naval Levents. Provincia] Sekbans 
reappeared as proYİncial infantry in the latcr pcriod 
but must not be confused with earlier elite Sekbans of 
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ehe Janissary Ocak. Lağımcı ('sappers' or 'pionccrs') 
\\ere also included in ehe provincial infantry. 

Infantry of the Kapıkıılu Askerleri or Sulean's 
:\ rmy were known as Kapı kulu Piyadesi and 

included the entire Janissary Ocak or Corps. ln  
addition thete were Acemi Oğlan or  training units, 
ehe Cebeci or corps of armourers, the Saka or watcr­
carriers, and Topçu or artillery, ehe Toparahacı or 
gun-carriagc corps ancl the Humbaracı or grcnadicrs, 
thesc lattcr three being regardecl as part of the 
artillcry. 

Thc 34 Acemi Oğlan training units wcrc the most 
ancicnt Ortas and, being separatc from the rest of the 
Janissary Ocak, were split bctwccn two /Vleyda11s or 
training centres. The activc-scrvicc Ocak consiseed 
of three sections: the largcst, called ehe Cemaat or 
'assembly'; the Bö'/ük or 'division'; and the Seğmen or 
'dog handlers'. \ı\lithin thc Cemaat, the Solak Ortas 
formed an elite guard (first mentioned in 1402). 
They remaincd as infantry archers for many ccntu­
ries and, likc othcr guard units, were small forma­
tions. Thc Mütefferikas, sons of high officials and 
\·assals, appcar to haYe been includcd among the 
Solaks. The Seğmen were perhaps a lcss personal 
guard armed with ınatchlock guns and short swords. 
Their units also seem to have been small, of bctween 
-W and 70 men. 

Thc Bostancı corps of 'gardeners' was cssentially 
separatc from the ordinary Janissarics, primarily be-

1: Schcmatic l:ıyout of 
Otto111a11 army 
encampıncnt ;H 
llmııdkirken in 1683, bascd 
on a pl:ı11 in Nlarsigli, 
L'Etat Militairc de 
l'Enıpirc Ottoınan. 

2: Otto1m111 array a t  ehe 
bılttle of'Sivas, 1-173 (aftcr 
\'un Paıvlikowski­
C/ıolewa). (A) European 
Timar cavalry. (B) Asian 
Timar cavalry. (C) Gurebn 
Kapikullu cavalry. 
(D) Mcrccnary cavafry. 
(E) Sipahi ca valry. 
(F)jani.-;sarics. (G) Azap 
infantry. (H) Akıncı 
rnvalry. (/) Commander. 

3: Ottoma11 array a t  tlıe 
battle of Marj /Jabiq, 1516 
(a f'tt:r Von Pawlikowski­
Clıolewa). (A) Asian Tımar 
cavalry. (B) Europea11 

Tımar cavalry. (C) 
Cavalry Jevy from 
Karaman. (D) Gurebn 
Kapikullu cavalry. (E) 
Cavalry Jcvy from 
Jlmasya. (F) Kurdish 
vassal cavalry. (G) 

}1111issarie.'i. (H) Azap 
infontry. (/) Akıncı 
cı1v11lry. lj) Commanclcr. 
(K) Sipahi ca valry. (L) 
Mercemıry cavalry. 

./: Sı-andard Ottoman 
arrııy oftlıe fare /6tlı 
century (aftcr Von 
Pawlikowski-Clıolewa). 
(A) :'\.o;ian Tımar cavalry. 
(ll) European Tımar 
cavalry. (C) Gurcba 
Kapikullu cavalry. 
(D) Akıncı cavalry. 
(E) Jaııissaries. (F) Sipahi 
ı:�ıvalry. (G) Silahtar guard 
cavalry. (H) Flank cavalry 
units. (/) Commander. 

ing responsible for the maintenancc, policing and 
defence of some 70 imperial cstaıcs as wcll as the 
coasts arouncl lstanbul. Thc associatcd Hasel.:·i infan­
try guard was in chargc of ali cannon within Palace 
grounds. 

Ali divisions of the Janissary Ocak drew recruits 
from thc Acemi Oğlan training Ortas, and each Orta 
had the same basic internal structure. This reflectcd 

the fact that Ortas were at first \'ery small - around 50 
men in the micl- l Sth century rising to 1 00 in thc 1 6th 
- and the command structurc also rcflccted thc 
original need to feed slavcs who dcpcndcd on the 
Sultan. Basically it consistcd of thc Orta's commancl­
ing officer, callcd a Çorhasi or 'soup man', supported 
by six oflicers and a larger number of NCOs plus an 
administrativc clcrk and an imam or chaplain. Of 
thcsc only thc Çorhasi was appointed from outside 
thc unit. Ace111i Oğlan trainee Ortas were also com­
manded by Çorhasis whereas Solak Ortas were led by 
higher ranking Solakbaşıs assisted by two other offi­
cers. 

The Sultan selected ehe Yeniçeri Ağası or Com­
mander of Janissary Corps; thc lattcr usually caıne 
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from thc Corps, ha\'ing earlier been traincd in onc of 
thc Palacc Schools. The Yenireri Ağası was a vcry 
powcrful figurc, and even the Grand Vezir could not 
give him ordcrs dircct ly: ali instnıctions had to go via 
the Sultan. On thc ot her hand the Yeniçeri Ağası had 
to consult the Janissar) Corps' Dit:an or Council in 
his clealings with thc Ocak. The Council consisted of 
the Yenireri Ağası himsclf, thc Kul Kahyası and 
Sekbanbaşı commanding thc Bostancı and Sekban 
units rcspectively, and the Cüs of thrcc elite 'hunt­
ing' Ortas (the Lağarcıbaşı, the Samsımmıhaşı ancl the 
Tunıacıbaşı).  The Başçarnş pro\'Ost of thc Janissary 
Oca/..• also sccms to havc attended the Council. 

Thc final structure of the Janissary Ocak 
consisted of 1 96 Orta battalions: 10 1  of Cemaat, 61  
(or 62) of  Bölük, and J +  (or 33 )  of  Sef..>han. Many 
Janissary Ortas wcrc also distinguished by their (unu­
sual) origins, or by spccial names, particular duties or 
commanding officers who had other functions. The 
most significant were: 
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janissııry wıit insignia, 
oftcn ıısccf in the form of 
tatwos. umbers 1 to 10.1 
arc tlıosc ofCcmaat unit.<t; 

mımbers 2B to 58B ı1rc 
tlıose of Bölük unir.�. The 
insignia of.<;everııl uııits 
/ıave not becıı prc.�crı·cd. 

1 6  

Cemaat division 
l st: commanded by the Kııl Klilıyası, who also com­

manded Bosıancı units (the Sultan was registerecl 
as a solclier in the lst Orta); it was called a Deveci 

or 'camcl dri,·ers' unit because it originally es­
cortcd ıhc baggagc train. 

2nd: a Deveci. 

3rcl: a Deı-eci. 

4th: a Deveci. 

Hth: known as Hasekis or 'guards', pcrhaps bccausc 
Palace Haseki units were recruited from it. 

l 7th: known as Çeıgecis or 'ceremonial tent pitchcrs', 
because their special tent was placed oppositc 
that of the Sultan \Yhile on campaign. 

28th: known a. Okçııs or 'archers'. 

35th:  kno\\ n as Sekban Aı-cısıs or 'dog keepers', 
though this was not a Sekban Orta. 

60th: a Solak or impcrial guard unit. 
6 1st: a Solak. 
62nd: a Solak. 
63rd: a Sola!.:. 
6-tth: known as Zağarcıs or 'grcyhound kccpcrs'; 

originally part of the Sultan's hunting cstablislı­
mcnt; one of two lance-armed cavalry Ortas . 

65th: originally part of the Sultan's hunting cstab­
lishmcnt; one of two lance-armed cavalry Orıas; 
supprcssed by Murad I V  for invo!Yement in 
murdcr of Osman 11 .  

7 lst :  knO\\ n as Sa11ıs1111ms or 'mastif keepers'; origi­
nally part of thc Sultan's hunting establishment . 

73rd: known as Tunıacıs or 'crane (birci) keepers'; 
originally part of thc Sultan 's hunting establish­
ment. 

9-tth: commancled by the chicf imam or 'chaplain' of 
the Ortas based in Istanbul. 

99th: commanded by the Şeylı or leadcr of thc 
Bektaşi clen·ishes. 

I O l st: commanded by the Beytiilınalci or chief trcas­
urcr of" t he janissary Corps. 

Bölü�, clivision 
Sth: commanded by thc Başçavuş or 'provost of the 

Janissary Corps'. 
19th: known as Bekçi or scntincls, forming arm� 

guards on campaign. 
28th: commanded by the Muhzır Ağa or 'summoncr' 

of tlıe janissary Corps; Yeniçeri Ağası's guard 
also rccruitcd from it. 
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Tlıe only kııowıı complete 
example ofa Aşçı Ustası 
middle rankiııg]anissary 
officer's leather and 
embossed brass uniform. 

It probably date."i from the 
latc 18tlı or carly 19tlı 
ccntury aııd is based on a 
cook's co."itume. (Askeri 
Müze, Istaııbııl) 

32nd (or 33rd): commanded by thc Kdl�Jıa Yerı or 
'deputy KahJıa '. 

5.fth: commanded by thc Taliınhaneci or 'director of 
the training housc'. 

56th: pcrmancntly stationed as police around Golden 
I Iorn; supplying men for the 60-strong Harbaci 

Palacc Gate guards who guarded tents of thc 
Yeniçeri Ağası and Grand Vezir. 

Sekban division 
18th: also known as Kdtibis or 'secrctarics', possibly 

because they served as clcrks bcforc Sekbans 
were made a part of thc Janissary Ocak. 

20th: also known as Kahyası Sekbanen Ortası 
(Kahya's Sekban Orta). 

33rd: commanded by the Avcubaşı, also known as 
Avcıs or 'huntsmen'; based near the Black Sea in 
summer, possibly to guard the entrancc to thc 
Bosphorus. 

The hierarchy of officcr ranks in the Janissary 
Corps might look top-heavy to modern eyes, and may 
rcflcct thc influcnce of Ahi, Fityan or other DerYish 
rcligious brotherhoods during the Ocak's formative 
ycars. Ali 196 Ortas were under the Yeniçeri Ağası, 
commander of the Janissary Ocak or Corps, but he 
was only allowed to command the Ocak if the Sultan 
was present. Otherwise the Yeniçeri Af1ası actcd as 
deputy to whomever the Sultan appointcd as Army 
Commander. 
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Tlıe si ege of Rlıodes in 
1522, from the 
Süleymanname of 1558. 
JanissaıT mark.�men slwot 
at  defenders wlıo are 
inaccııratcly slwwn in 
'J'urkish-St)�le armoıır. 
Otlıer Ottoman troop.� 

start to dig trenches while 
Sııltaıı Siileyman 
approachcs, surrounded by 
]aııissary ofncers and 
gııardsmcn. (ı\I.�. Haz. 
1517, f.J.19b, Topkılpi Lib., 
lstaııbııl) 

Othcr scnior or 'general staff' offi.cers inclu<lcd: 
the Sekbanbaşı and the Kul Kahyası, both serving as 
adjutants to thc Yeniçeri Ağas; the Jstanbııl Ağası İn 
charge of Ace11li Oğlan trainces and garrİson unİts İn 
lstanbul; the Ocak imamı or 'chief chaplaİn'; the 
Sa/akbaşı, who was invariably promoted from the 
Janissary ranks; the Beytülmaici or chicf treasurer of 
thc Janissary Corps; the A1.ııhzır Ağa or 'summoner' 
of thc Janissary Corps; the Kfıhya Yeri, who rcpre­
sented the Yeniçeri Ağası on the Sultan's Grcat 
Council; the Talimhanecibaşı in chargc of training 

and military exercises; and the Azar Başı or chief of 
prisons and cxccutions. The Yeniçeri Katibi or 'sccrc­
tary' of thc Janissary Corps was a civil servant 
appointe<l annually to oversee a large staff of bureau­
crats, whereas thc Yayabaşı, originally the com­
mander of Yaya infantry but later responsible for 
Janissary muster rolls, was a soldier. Senior training 
and recruitment officers included: thc Rumeli Ağası, 

who supervised 14 of the training Ortas as well as 

1 8  

Deı-şimıe recruitment İn Europc; thc /lnadolu Ağası, 
who supcn·ised 1 7  training Ortas and De'Uşirme rc­
cruitment in Asia; and the Cehholu Ağası, who super­
vised the training of Ortas in Gallipoli. As the pattern 
of Janissary recnıitment changed, a new senior rank, 
the Kuloğlu Başçavuşu, took charge of training sons of 
Janissaries admitted to the Ocak. 

The command structure of the Orıa.ı· also re­
flectcd Turkish nomadic tradition, where a tribal 
lcadcr had bccn rcsponsiblc for providing his men 

with thcir onc meal of thc <lay. Just as thc Sultan was 
known by his Janissaries as 'the father who feeds us', 
the names of Orta ranks had a very 'culinary' flavour. 
Tt startcd with thc Çorbacı 'soup maker' or colonel, 
who was assistcd by thc Aşçı Usta or 'master cook' in 
chargc of onc or morc Aşçı or 'cook' NCOs and thc 
Baş Karakullukçu or 'hcad scullion' junior officcrs. 
The rank of Çavuş or 'rncsscngcr' was roughly 
equİYalent to that of a sergeant, and was also known 
as a Karakullııkru or 'scullion'. The only Orta officer 

with a solely military title was the Bayraktar or 
standard-bearer. Other offi.cers dealing with the 
Orta's material and spiritual welfare included the 
Odabaşı or 'barrack-room chief', the Vekilharç or 
quartermaster, the Sakabaşı or 'head of water distri­
bution', and thc imam or 'prayer leader'. 

Thc rclativc status of thcse officers is not clear, 
but probably wcnt from thc Sakabaşı at the bottom, 
up through thc Baş Karakullukçu, Aşçı Usla, imam. 

Bayraktar, Vekilharç, Odabaşı to thc Çorbcu-ı at thc 
top. The ordinary N�fer or Yoldaş soldicr was placc<l 
in one of three grades accorcling to seniority, starting 
with the Eşkinci or 'campaigner' at the bottom 

_
and 

going to the Amelimanda or 'veteran' selected for 
their proven valour, and to the Oturak ('sitter') or 
pcnsioner, who was not normally required to go on 
campaign. This highest grade was also permitted to 

cntcr a tradc. 
By the 1 7th century the most important provin­

cial garrisons were Baghdad, Basra, Damascus, Jeru­
salem, Alcppo, Cairo, F.rzcrum, Konya, Van, Khania, 
Corinth, Thessaloniki, Ilclgradc, Sat"ajevo, Vidin, 
Budapest, Braila, Bender, Kaffa, Oczakow and 
Kaminiec. Most were under thc command of 32 
Serhad Ağası frontier Ağas, though thc large 
J anissary garrisons in 1 orth Africa formed a virtu­
ally independent Ocak, that in Algiers even having its 
own Divan Council. Elsewhere provincial Janissar� 
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structurcs bccamc increasingly autonomous in the 
l 7th and 1 8th centuries. In Damascus, for example, 

there were soon two distinct forms of Janissary 
troops: the governor's own 'private army' of largely 
assimilated kapı halkı, and two Ortas of new 'im­
perial' Janissaties sent to take control of the vital 
Citadel and city gates. 

The Janissary Ocak also dcvclopcd its own sys­
tem of flags and symbols, but here the Janissaries 
were vcry diffcrcnt to their European opponents. 
Thc main Janissary Bayrak or banner, called the 
imam Azanı was of white silk with the inscription: 
'We give you victory and a sparkling ı:icıoıy. It is God 

mho lıelps us aııd His help is ef(ective. Oh Muhamınad, 

you have brought joyfııl neıvs to Trııe Believers. ' Tradi­
tion states that Orhan gave the first janissary units a 
rcd banner with a single white crescent, and that thc 
white star which completes the modern Turkish 
national flag was added only aftcr thc conquest of 
Constantinople/Istanbul. Othcr motifs on Ottoman 
banners included a sun, stars, a dagger, geometric 
shapes, the 'l-Iand of Fatima' and Dhu'I Faqar, the 
douhle-bladcd 'Sword of Ali'. Even more distinctive 
was thc Tuğ or Turkish horsetail banner, whose 
attcndants marched one day ahead of the main 

army. 
The most famous and unusual of Janissary sym­

bols was, howcvcr, thc Kazan, a large copper cooking 
pot that was cach Orta's most treasured possession. 
Thc mcn's ration of pilav - boiled bu/gar (cracked 
whcat) and butter - was cooked in the Kazan, and 
thcy asscmbled around it for their one meal of thc 

day. When the Kazan was carried on paradc, cvcry 
soldier and officer stood in respecrful silence. To tip 
over the Kazan was a sign of mutiny, an<l to take 
refuge next to it was to find sanctuary. In battle, an 
Orta's Ka:::.an served as a rallying point in case of 
clifficulty, but if  the Kazan was lost, the defending 
officers were disgraccd an<l the entire Orta lost its 
right to paradc with other Kazans. 

inside une ufthc firing 
galleries oftlıe Kanılnıba 
fortres.o; uverlouking tlıe 
narrow stnıits between 
Evvoia and thc Grcck 
mai11J;111d. Tlıis powerful 
ca.�tle was built in 1686, 

wlıen tlıe Venetfans, 
holding thc ncarby island 
ofTenos as a naval base, 
.o;till thrcatcncd thc heart 
of tlıe Ottoman Em pire. 
(Authur's photograph) 

Ottoıııaıı standards and 
banners. (A-JJ) 1-/or.�e-hair 
tuğ witlı bo;1J's' teeth crests 
(Ar.�enal Museum, 
Viemıa). (C) Horse-Jwir 
tuğ, /ate 17th c:entury 
(Badisclıes 
Landcsınuseunı, 
Karlsnıhe). (D) Gilded 
standard-finial (Askeri 
Miize, Istanbul). (E) Early 
Ottoman brnnze .'itandard­
fiııial (Topkapi Nlııscıım, 
ı.�tanbul). (F) Unit 11ag 
(Arsenal Mııseum, 
Vienna). (G) Early 18th 

F 

® ® ® 

® mı ®  

century ]<missary wıit flag 
(after Mar.o;igli). (l-1) Unit 
baııııer (Ratlıaııs Mııseıım, 
\licnna). (l) Late 17th 
century battle standard 
(aftcr Tcatro dclla gucrra 
contro il Turco, Venice 
1687). aJ Sancak provincial 
flag (private cnllectinn). 
(K) Ottoman battle 
sıanchırd cııt down in size 
at a la ter clate (Badisc:hes 
Lı111des111ııseuın, 
Karlsruhe). (L) Simplified 
view of commander's flag 
(aftcr Marsigli). 
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Tlıe Tower ofthe Ad<ilet 
Paviliun, almu.�t ali that 
remaiııs oftlıe once 
magnificent Sarayiçi 
paface outside Edirne. it 
was built in 1561 as a 
symbolic ra tlıer than real 
fortification. Janissarics 
who distinguished 
tlıcmsclvcs in battle cuuld 
hope for H trnnsfer to 011e 
oftlıc elite ıınits gııarding 
. o;ııch pHfaces. (Author's 
plıotograplı) 

UNIFORMS AND 
WEAPONRY 

Ottoman costume was based on Pcrsian rathcr than 
Arab tradition and remained remarkably unchanged 
from the 15th to the early 19th century. Each social 
class and ethnic, religious, civil or military group had 
a distinctive vvay of dressing. Headgear was particu­
larly important in denoting rank. An observant early 
1 5th ccntury Western visitor, the Burgundian squire 
Bertrandon de la Broquiere, described early Ottoman 
costume as consisting of: ' . . .  two or tlıree tlıin, ankle­
length cotton robes oııe over the otlıer. For a coat they 

ıvear a felt robe called a capinat (T urk: Kcıpaniçe). it is 

light and veıy JIJater-proof . . . Tlıey wear knee-high 
boots and wide breeches . . .  into 11Jlıiclı they stujfall tlıeir 

robes so that tlıey 11Jil! not get in tlıe 11Jay 11Jlıen they are 
jiglıting or travelling or busy. '  

The uniforms of Janissary soldiers were largely 
wool, the cloth being made hy Jewish weavers in 
Thessaloniki. The Bö'rk and Üskii/ hats were, how­
ever, their most distinctive features and these again 
reflected dervish influence on the Corps' origins. A 
simple wooden spoon was attached to the front of 

this cap as a badge, in yet another example of how the 
Janissary Ocak used culinary symbolism. Senioı· of­
ficers' jackets were edged with fur; fox, squirrel, 

20 

ermine, sablc, lynx and marten were preferred. 
Janissary boots wcrc rcd kather, except those of 
scnior officers and privileged units, which were yel­

low. Belts and sashes also indicated status: those of 
the nine Bostancı ranks were of rough cloth for the 
lowest grades ( l st blue, 2nd white, 3rd yellow, 4th 
ınixed blue and white), fine white cloth for the 5th, 
white silk for the 6th, fine black cloth for the 7th, anc\ 
black for both 8th and 9th . 

Ottoman troops re-used captured weaponry and 
the Empire also importcd largc amounts of cquip­
ment from F.uropc. Thc Pope's cfforts to stop this 
trac\c failce\, cvcn whcrc Catholic ltaly was con­
ccrnccl, though thc main suppliers of military equip­
mcnt to the 16th-17th century Ottoman Empire 
were the Protestant English and Dutch. (An English 
ship seized by the Venetians in 1 605 contained no 
fewer than 700 barrels of gunpowder, 1 ,000 arquebus 
barrels, 500 complete arquebuses, 2,000 sword blades 
and other war materials for the Ottoman army.) 

Sales in the opposite direction were on a smaller 
scale, but in Europe there was demand for high­
quality Turkish gun-barrels. Arms manufacture was 
carried out by distinct guilds that made swords, 
spears, daggcrs, muskcts, pistols and shicl<ls, whilc 
hcavicr weapons were made İn state arsenals. A 
strong European influence is, İn fact, evident in both 
the names and the designs of Ottoman firearms by 
the 18th century; for example the ıııtişkat ti(fenklerı or 
'flintlock' musket, karabina or 'carbine', tabanca or 
'pistol' and the çift ıabanca,/ı tiifenk or 'double-barrel­
led pis tol'. 

Some J anissaries wore full armom dming the 
early days, and siege-assault  squads continued to do 
so for some centuries. But hy the 1 5th century 
Ottoman cavalry protcction was quite distinct from 
infantry protection ; most armours popularly labellc<l 
'Janissary' are really Sipahi ur cavalry armours. The 
Janissaries were not issued with heavy weapons in 
peacetime. Instead these weapons were stored in 
Cebeharıe or arsenals; the men selected whatever they 
preferred at the start of a campaign. ' 

At first only a minority of Ottoman infantry had 
swords, most only having bows and short spears. 
Most swords and daggcrs were within long-estab­
lished Islamic traditions, though pictorial sourccs 
and surviving weapons suggest a Balkan influencc on 
some. For example, a rare form of broad non-taper-
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ing sword with short quillons and a 'mushroom­
shaped' pommel has been tentatively identifıed as 
Byzantine. 

The most common Ottoman sabre was the kılıç -

broad, non-tapering, and less curved than the slender 
acemi kılıtor Persian sahre. The gaddara was a broad, 
straight or slightly curved 'bowie-knife' of Persian 
origin, but thc origins of thc famous rcvcrsc or 
doublc-curvcd Turkish yatağan and thc associatcd 
singlc-cdgcd straight pala arc stili dcbatcd. Thc meç 
was a slcndcr thrusting sword or rapicr of \i\Tcstcrn 
inspiration, only uscd by naval troops an<l by those 
stationed in Hungary. Assorted maces, such as the 
giirz, şe�per and koçbaşı or 'ram's head' as well as the 
teber axe were also popular. In addition, Ottoman 

infantry used various pole-arms (a fact rarely noted 
by historians). rI hese included the harba or guisarme, 
the tırpan or glaive, with a long curved blade, the 

(. 1-B) Froııc arıd rcar ofa 
Turkish zırh gömlek mail­
arıd-platc cuirnss, 16tlı 
century. Such armuurs 
wcrc wonı by Octom>Jrı 
assault infantry but wcrc 
more cypical of ca valry 
(ı\!fct. Muscum, cw Yurk). 
(C) Occoman Turkislı 
irıfantry full �ırmour wit/1 
zırh külah /ıclmct, l.'itlı 
cenıury (ı\!Iet. ı\!/u.<;eum, 
:Vcw l'ork). (D) Kolluk 
vamhrace, 1 7c/1-/8clı 
c:cntıırics ııscd by assaıılt 
infantry but mıırc typica/ 
of c,1valry (J\lct. J\Iııscıım, 
.Vew Yıırk). (E) Otcıım:ın 
slıouldcr arıd ııcck dcfcııcc, 
J6t11-l7ch ccnturic.<; (Met. 
,\1ııscum, Ncw l'ork). (F) 
Kıncal daggcr from thc 
Caucasus. (G) Şimşir 
Turkislı sa bre. (11) Yatağan 
Tıırkislı reversc-curvcd 
sıvord. (1) Ottoman 
matclılock smootlı-bore 
muskct. U) .Rillccl llintlock 
musket from Cauca.çus. 
(K) Turkis/1 rillcd llintloc:k 
muskeı-. (L) Turkislı 
llintluck pistol. (M) 
Flirıtlock bluııdcrbuss 
from Albani:ı. (N) Priming 
flask from Caucasus. (O) 
Kurdislı powdcr-lıorn. (P) 
Turkislı powder-horn. (Q) 
lV:ır-:ıxc from 
Herzegovimı. (R) Turki.-;/ı 
ccrcmoni:ıl balta lı:ılb:ırd. 
(S) Turkis/1 tırpan .<;laf7: 
ıvcapoıı. (T) ]aniss:ıry 

nacak w11r-11xe. (U) 
Turkish bıçak daggcr. (ll) 
Dı1gger from Albarıia. 

apparcntly 'hooked' ::,1pkın and the balta or halbenl. 
Somc bct ray Italian influence, presumably from 
Genoese or Vcnctian colonies overrun by the Otto­
mans, but surviving Ottoman polc-arms show equal 
similarity with Russian weapons, and the bardiclıe, 

with its tali blacle fıxed to the haft at two points and 
large spike at the back, is remarkably similar to 
Chinese and Central Asian weapons. 

Early Janissary Orıas consisted of infantry arch­
crs, and although most Janissaries were soon armcd 
with guns, thc bow remained a prestigious ceremo­
nial wcapon throughout the Ocak's history. (Ottoman 
use of crossbows is lcss wcll known, though !ate 
Byzantinc forccs cmploycd thcm cxtensively. l n  fact a 
late medieval Turkish word for a crossbow, ranra, 

probably came from the Byzantinc tzaggra - unless 
both deriYecl from the Persian-Arabic worcl for cross­
bow, jark/ı . Yet it was the Janissaries' usc of fircarms 
that caught their enemies' attention. At first thc 

soldicrs, proud of their neat appearance, dislikcd 
dirty guns, but after witnessing their power in Hun-
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gary in 1440-43 the Janissaries gradually accepted 
the matchlock arquebus. 

During these early years guns were known as 
tiifenk, tüfek or zabtanah, all of which came from 
medieval Persian words for a blowpipe. Typical Otto­
man matchlocks were longer and had a largcr borc 
than those of the West; thc largcsr, from Algiers, 
could shoor a rpassivc, 80 gm bullct, rhc lighrcst, 
from Grcccc, a 22 gm bulkt. Thc flintlock systcm 
had probably been invented in Germany early in the 
1 6th century, but it remained unreliable in dusty 
ı ear Eastern and Middle Eastern conditions. Con­
sequently Ottoman infantry clung to their sturdy 
matchlocks longer than the rest of Europe. Then, 
during the 1 7th century, a simple easy-to-clean 
flintlock system known as the ıniquelet or 'snap­
lock' was introduced from Italy or Spain via orth 
Africa. 

22 

I ot until after the difficult conqucst of Venetian 
Crete in 1 645-69 did rhe Janissarics finally make 
much use of pistols. T n 1 770 Ilaron de Tott, a French­
man of I Tungarian origin, was invited to modernise 
the Ottoman army, and he tried to get the Turks to 
usc bayoncts. But, like the pike before it, this weapon 
was anathcma to the individualistic Yoldaş, who 

rcaliscd that it could only be effective if wielded by 
men acting in unison - or, as the Janissaries saw it, 
'fighting like robots rather than warriors'. 

STRATEGY AND 
TACTICS 

The Ottoman state was born in the mountains of 
north-western Anatolia, where warfarc consistcd of 
raiding the rich Byzantine valleys and coastal plain or 
blockading Greck-spcaking towns into surrender. 
Though Turkish tribal cavalry took a lcading role in 
such campaigns, infantry wcrc needed to hokl forti­
fied placcs. Thc carlicst Ottoman campaigns in 
Thracc, on the European side of the Dardanelles, 
involved more infantry, and the next phase of expan­
sion, which included the seizure of main roads and 
mountain passes, again required foot soldiers. 

The fast-expanding Ottoman Empire developed 
a remarkable system of planning, mobilisation and 
strategic mobility: campaigns werc planncd wcll 
ahead in October and ovember, with actual opera­
tions normally taking placc in August and Scptcmqer 
of the following ycar. Military lcadcrs consulted ok! 
soldicrs and thc recor<ls of previous operations. Huge 
quantities of stores were sent ahead, before or during 
mobilisation. Although the Janissaries had reserve 
supplies of hare! biscuit called peksimet, they usually 
ate fresh bread on campaign, as well as pilav, onions, 
and fresh ımıtton or dried beef. 

Mobilisation orders went out to provincial forccs 
in December, and it became tradition<t'I for an army 
marching into Europe to asscmblc ncar thc Davut 

Siege-scene from the 
Sülcymanname of 1558. 
Cannons fire fi-om behind 
wooden bulwarks filled 
with earth, andjanissarics 
maıı the front-line 

trenches while Turkis/1 
cavalry dl'ive back an 
unsuccessful Clıristian 
sortie. (Ms. Haz. 1517, 
Topkapi Lib., lstanbııl) 
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Paşa mosque in Tstanbul, and for those on an Asian 
campaign to gat her al Üsküdar on the eastern side or 
the l3osphorus. Ot her t roops, from Rumclia, congre­
gatcd at Thcssaloniki, Plovdiv, Sofia, Nis, Eszck in 
Croatia, Budapcst or Timi�oara while allied Tatars 
would gather in Perekop, at the entrance to the 
Crimean peninsula. The main campaigning centres 
changed as the Empire expanded, but the most 
important were: Skopje for the southern Balkan; 
Thessaloniki for Albania and Greece; Belgrade for 
Hungary; Kiliya, Izmail, Tulcea, Braila, Silistra and 

Ottoman fortifications: 
(.4.) Secıion tlırouglı ılıe 
main watcrfront rowcr of 
Rumeli Hi.<>ar on ılıe 
Europcan slıorc ofrlıc 
Bosplıorus, J.152; roof':ınd 
floors reconsrnıcrcd (afrcr 
Gabriel). (8) Plan of' 
Rumeli Hisar, J.152 (afrcr 
Miclıell). (C) 
Reconstruction of Anadolu 
Hisar on tlıe Asiım slıore of 
thc /Josphorııs, 1395 (aftcr 
Gabı-iel). (D) Plan oftlıe 
fortrcss at JJilgorod 
Dnistrovskiy (Turkislı: Ak 
Kirman. Rıımanian: 
Cetatea Alba). TJıe 
rectangıılar kccp w:ıs bııilr 
in ehe J.ltlı-15elı cenıuries 
by rlıc Gcnocsc or 
.Vloldavian.'>; dıe outer 
walls wcrc srrcngrlıcncd by 
rlıe Moldavian.'> and 

Otwmam; in ehe 15th-17th 
centuries (afer Ionescu). 
(1':) Plan ofthe casrlc of 
Cilnic in Tnınsylvania. 
Thc inncr kccp datcs from 
tlıe IJtlı-J.lth cenwries; 
rhc ourcr wall fron1 tlıc 
Ottonrnn 16eh cenwry 
(aftcr Anghcl). (F) Plan of 
the castle ofTurını 
M[-ıgulele in Wallachia 
consisting ofa ciı-cular 
l 4th century conccntric 
keep, strengtlıened a11d 
with a third wall addcd in 
tlıe Otronrnn 16tlı ceııtıwy 
(after Anghel). (G) Plan of 
ehe cimdel of Alba Iulia iıı 
Transylvania showing the 
la ee Otroman 
fortifications (afrer 
anonymous /ate 17d1 
ccntury Italian map). 

Tlıe fortress at Çeşme on 
thc Acgcan cmıM of'Turkey 
ırns origiııally built by the 
Gcnocsc, pmbahly in the 
1-ltlı cc11tury, but was la ter 
srrcngrhcned by the 

Ottomans whıı al.o;;o addcd 
a mosquc ıwd a han or 
forti ficd hostel for 
merclıants. (Autlıor's 
photograph) 

D G 
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Ottoman and ChI"istian 
armies face each othcr 
across a river iıı ceııtl'al 
Eıırope, from thc 
Sü lcyına nname ofl 558. 
]aııissary infantry are 
coııccntrnted belıind guns 

in thc ceııtre, wich cavalry 
orı both flanks iıı il COl'l"CCC, 
thoııgh simplified, 
representatioıı oftypical 
Ottomaıı tactic:.'i. (ı'Ws. Haz. 
IS17, Topkapi Lib., 
Ismııbul) 

Ruse for Wallachia and Transylvania; Dcndery, Iaşi, 
Kaminiec aml Khotin for Moldavia; Bclgorod for the 
Dnestr river area; Oczakow and Kilburun for the 
Dncpr and Bug river arcas; Erzcrum for Persia; and 
Diyarbakir, Van and losul for Iraq. 

Elaborate preparations wcre made at the start of 
cach campaign, and cithcr the Sultan's six-horsctail 
banner or the Vczir's thrce-horsetail banncr would be 

erected in the first courtyard of the Topkapı Palace 
before being scnt ahead to warn of thc army's ap­
proach. Roads and bridges werc rcpaired along the 
line of march, with prefabricatcd pontoon bridges 

being Aoated across large rivcrs. Cairns of stones 
would be piled up to indicate the way if there were no 
roads. The most famous military bridge was a forti-
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(A) Brass pcıı-case :ı.'i w;cd 
by ]ımissary Enderunlu 
and othcr clcrks. Iı 
coıısists ofa long co11t11iııer 
fiır pens witlı a sea/ed 
iııkpot on ehe side. (ılskeri 
M iizc, Istıwbııl). (/J) De ta il 
ofıı bras.'i belt as ıısed b) 
]anissal')' jwıior officers. 

Tiıe two cla.'>ps n·oııld ha ve 
/Jeen linkcd by 11 ılwng 
rntlıer ılwn a piecc ofwire, 
:ı.'i shown lıere. Sııch belts 
came with a grcat variet) 
of dccorn ti ve pa ttern.s, 
rellecı-ing tl1c owııcr's 
tastcs. (J lskeri Miizc, 
lsrnnbul) 

ficd wooden structurc 6,000 yards long across the 
marshes and River Dra,·a near Osijck. In the 18th 
ccntury main roads had a narrow paved strip down 
thc centre for pcdcstrians and whcclcd traffic, with 
wider strips of clcared and beaten carth on either side 
for horsemcn - much like thc ancicnt Roman roads. 
The Turks also made grcat usc of four-whcclcd 
waggons, particularly in thc Balkans and thc grass) 
steppes north of the Black Sca. " 

Right: (A-]) Viırious rypcs 
aııd size.<; ofOttoınan 
milimry ceııt, and tcnt­
opening systems (afıer 
Dorns aııcl Kocaman). 

(K)Jııni.'isary tent 
dccoratioııs. umbcrs 2 to 
98 are Cemaat wıits; 
nıımbers 18 to 520 are 
thO.')C of Ilölük l/IIİLS (aftcr 
Dol'aS aııd Koca111a11). 
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An Ottoman army marched at dawn and made 
camp at noon. ı ormally a screen of light cavalry 
scouts and raide;·s went ahead, followed by a van­
guard of elite cavalry, then the main force of infan­
try and technical troops. The flanks would be cov­
ered by the bulk of the cavalry, and a rearguard 
would protect the baggage. Each Janissary Orta had 
a large tent embroidercd with the unit's emblem as 
its Oda or barracks, though each squad seems to 
ha ve had its own sleeping tent. These were also used 
during the rare winter campaigns, as in 1 644, when 
the men were at first unable to pitch their tents in 
thc frozcn earth. Veteran Janissaries showcd them 

how to tic the guy-ropes to a circle of supply sacks 
then melt a small patch of earth with boiling watcr 
for the tent-polc. Unfortunately the poles were 
frozen into the earth by morning, and had to be 
snapped off! 

in camp, communal worship was held half an 

hour before sunset, whcn thc Orta fmams recited 
prayers. Signal cannon were then fired, and the 
troops would cali good fortune and health to their 
sultan, commander and officers. Vcdcttcs were 
postcd, these being changed to the sound of signal 
cries and music. Bertrandon de la Broquierc, dcscrib­
ing a Turkish force leaving camp to meet an encmy 
early in the 1 Sth ccntury, said: ' When tlıey are ready 

and kno11J wlıere the Clıristians are coming a11d wlıere 

they are . .  ., tlıey leave quickly and in such a mamıer 

that a hımdred armed Christians ıvould make more noise 

leaving their camp than ten thousand Turks. Ati they do 

is beat a Large drum. Those ıvho are supposed to Leave get 

in front and all the rest fa/L into !ine, without breaking up 

tize order. ' During the 1 Sth century Ottoman forces 
also sccmed better at re-assembling aftcr a setback 
than their Christian foes, who, once scattere<l, tcndcd 
to go home. 

Ottoman tactics evolved over the years but re­
tained certain characteristics. The Janissaries' first 
major battle was against the Karamanian Turks at 
Konya in 1 389. Here the infantry successfully held 
the centre, supported by cavalry on the wings and 
rear. At Ankara in 1402 the infantry adopted a 
<lcfcnsive position, holding several hills, and al­
though the battle was eventually lost, thc Janissary 
and Azap infantry archers proved themselves capable 
of repulsing Tamerlane's fearsome cavalry as long as 
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they had cavalry support on their flanks. At Varna in 
1 444 the Janissaries based their def ence on a tabur or 
'wagenburg' of large carts. It is worth noting that in 
that instance the small number of men with fire-arms 
werc stationc<l on the traditionally more defensive 
left wing. According to the early 1 6th ccntury Italian 
observer Paolo Giovio, Ottoman light cavalry tried to 
draw an enemy into the Azap infantry, whercupon 
both would lure the foe into range of the artillery and 
Janissaries, while Turkish cavalry hit them in thc 
flanks. 

The main offensive role in Ottoman tactics was 
stili given to cavalry, who attempted to break the 
enemy !ine. The Janissaries would then fire their 
guns and attack in a dense mass, with swords and 
other weapons - usually a single rush in a wedge 
formation. With a Mehterhane band encouraging 
them from the rcar, such massed Janissary charges 
were oftcn unstoppablc, their early effectiveness 
being due to the fact that their encmies generally 
lacked disciplined infantry. On the other hand, the 
Janissaries ne\·er used musketry in massed volleys, 
relying instead on individual skills and marks­
manship. Elite assault units were known as 
Serdengeçti or 'head riskers', and numbered around 
100 volunteers. 

The tabur or 'wagenburg' has a role in Ottoınan 
history comparable to the circle of covered waggons 
in America's Wild West. it was probably copied from 
the Hungarians during the Ottoman conquest of the 
Balkans. By the late l Sth century thc Turkish tabur 

consisted of waggons 'like whcclcd fortresses' pulled 
by two mules, and carrying men with matchlocks as 
well as light cannon. The waggons had ammunition 
boxes beneath them and could be chaincd together to 
make a wall. From the !ate 17th century, however, thc 
Ottoman ıabur became increasingly vulnerable to 
European field artillery. 

Ottoman skili in siege warfare stems from even 
earlier, but two famous sieges stand out in the great 
era of Ottoman military history: the capture of Con­
stantinople/lstanbul in 1 453 and the failetl assault on 
Vienna in 1 683. During the formcr, Ottoman infan­
try were described by their cncmics as disciplined 
and steady, not attacking in a mad rush but using 
scaling ladders while archers and hand-gunners kept 
the defenders' heads down. 

Ücretsiz PDF Kitap Arsivi - https://rantey.org



The failed attack on Vienna saw the culmination 
and, in a way, the pcrfcction of traditional Ottoman 
sicgc tcchniqucs. Thcir trcnchcs wcrc dccpcr and 
hroadcr than had bccn secn İn \ıVcstcrn Europe, with 
musketry batteries at the ends of each sap, as well as 
assembly poinfs from which attacks were launched. 
.\ssaults on the defences were made by day and by 
night, illuminated by beacons and gunpowder flares, 
and small Serdenge(ti units of between 30 and 1 00 

rnlunteers were sent against limited objectives. The 
defenders noted that such assault parties were di­
Yided into smaller units of fivc Janissarics: a swon.ls­
man, a grcnadicr, an archcr and pcrhaps two muskct­
eers. 

'Tlıe siege ofCypnıs' in 
the Şchcn�ahnanıc of 
Sultan Selim. While 
}ani.s.sarie.s 111arch in strict 
formation on the Jefr, a 
mixed bag o[othcr 
Ottom<111 infantry mill 
aı-ound on tlıc Jc[t. Perhaps 
tlıe artist was making a 
di.scrcct co111111e11t 011 tlıe 
discipline ofdiffering 
formations. (Ms. Ahmet 
3595, f.102/J, Topkapi Lib., 
1.stanbııl) 

PROMOTION, PAY 
AND MORALE 

Promotions and transfers were done every two to 
eight years, ur on thc acccssion ofa ncw ruler. Within 
the Janissary Corps thesc wcrc thcorctically by scn­
iority; junior officers werc probably sclcctc<l from thc 
Çavuş and Karakullukçu NCOs. Discipline was vcry 
strict, and it was said that 'Jorty ıvere led hy a single 

hair'. Murad 1 had, in fact, laid down 1 6  rules for the 
Janissary Corps: total obedience to officers; unity of 
purpose; strict military behaviour; no extremes of 
1 uxury or ahstinence; strict piety un der the Bektaşi 
codc; acccptance of only the hest recruits; capital 
punishmcnt ofa el isti neti ve sort; punishment by only 
their own officcrs; promotion by scniority; Iooking 
after their own <lcpcn<lants; no bcards for ordinary 
soldiers; no marriage until retircmcnt; living only in 
barracks; no other trades; full-time military training; 
and no alcohol or gambling. Punishments varied 

from imprisonment in the kitchen area (perhaps 
'spud bashing') to incarceration in the Dardanelles' 
fortresses. The most common punishment was hav-
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The /ate 17th cenı-ury 
defences of tlıe Bı1 ba Vida 
castlt: at  Vidin. 
Inscriptioııs, receııtly 
rcmuved tu make the 
castle 'Jook ınore 
/Julgarian', indicated that 
tlıe Ottoınaıı goven1or 
strc11gthc11ed these walls in 
1 723. Tlıe inııer 
fortifications datc from 
the 14tlı cenwry but tlıese 

Ouoman ouler walls and 
towers were dcsigncd for 
artillery to control the 
ııeig/ıboııring Damıbe 
river. As such tlıe Baba 
Vida castle ıvı1s one oftlıc 
n1ost important 
fortificatioııs in Rıımelia, 
the faırupean halfofthe 
Ottomaıı Empire. 
(A uthur's phutugraph) 

ing thc solcs of the feet beaten with a .falaka or 
bastinadu. Aftcr any punishmcnt, thc offcnder had to 

kiss the hand uf his officer as a mark of his rcturn to 
discipline. Officer punishments ranged frum dcmo­
tion to internal banishment or execution. Disciplinc 
on the march w;,ıs even stricter, with any damage tu 

property being punished, and compensation paid to 
victims. Desertion in  time of war resulted in execu­
tion by strangling; the body was then placed in a 
wcightcd sack and dropped in the sea or a lake at 
night to avoid public shame. 

Janissarics rcccivcd their ulufe or pay three or 
four times a year, paydays often coinciding with visits 
by foreign dignitaries so as to display Janissary disci­
pline. Bonuses were given for distinguished service, 
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as when the survivors of Serdengeçti ('head-risker') 
and Dal Kılıç ('naked sword ') units got extra pay as 
well as medals. in the mid-15th century ordinary 
Janissaries received a relatively small amount of 
money, but they also got enough hlue cloth lor a pair 
of trousers, a larger amount of lincn, a new woollcn 
coat, a new shirt and enough moncy to buy bows, 
arrows and clean collars. Ncvcrthclcss the.Janissary 
Ocak accountcd for ten per cent of total military 
cxpcnditure which in turn took 1 5  per cent of the 
cntire lmperial revenue under Mehmet the Con­
queror. 

in some ways the Janissaries were cushioned 
from the outside world. Barracks consisted of several 
Oda or rooms for each Orta unit, those'of the elite 
being within the Topkapi Palace grounds. Most ordi­
nary harracks consisted of a large building which 
included kitchens, an arscnal and slccping quarters; 
the doors wcre decorated with the Orta's emblem. 
Thc two main barracks in lstanbul, the Eski (Old) 

and thc Yeni ( ew) Oda, were stone structures built 
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in the l 460s and l 470s - imposing buildings deco­
rated with coloured tiles, marble window-grills, 

gilded doors and courtyard fountains. Each also ha<l a 
clustcr of civilian workshops around it. Here a 
Janissary livc<l an almost monastic life, being permit­
tcd to marl"y only when he reached the rank of 
Oturak ur pensioner - at least until the rules were 

relaxed at the end of the 1 6th century. 
Generally speaking, ordinary Ottoman soldiers 

\Yere more resilient than their Western opponents, a 
fact noted by Bertrandon de la Broquiere. As he said: 
' They are dilir;ent and r;et up ear(J! in the ınorning. They 

ıı re ji·ur;al ıvhen 011 the road and /ive on oııly a little food, 

a /iu/e hadi)' haked hread and some raıv meal, dried a 

lillle in tlıe sun, or some curdled or otherıvise-prepared 

mıik, sonıe cheese or lıoney or grapes or fi'uit or grass, or a 

lıa nd.fiıl of/fourji·onz rvlıiclı they ınake porridge far six or 

eiglıt men for a day. ' The Ottoman army also placed 
grcat emphasis on individual courage, and there was 
strong competition for 'badges of valour' such as 
çelenk crests and feathered plumes; the çelenk was 
particularly difficult to win as it was only awarded for 
cxtreme bravery in the face of a superior foe. A 
soldier killed in battle was a .';ahit! or 'martyr'. His 
<lependants, like those of any veteran, wcrc known as 
Fodlalıaran or 'bread eaters', and wcrc supportc<l by 

Swords: (A) Caucasus-style 
kincal short-swords which 
became very popular 
among Ottoınaıı troops İ11 
the 18th cenwry. (A.�keri 
Müze, lstaııbııl). (B) 18tlı 
ceııwry Ottoman kılıç or 
sabrc, witlı a typically 
Turkish broad blade anda 
carvcd jade grip. (Tower 
flrmouries, London) 

a special government department through the man 's 
Orta, being given a weekly food ration, work for sons, 
an<l husbands for daughtcrs. Disablcd veterans had 
sinecure jobs and rcmaincd honorary members of 
their Orra. 

Throughout its history, the Janissary Ocak was 
popular among the poorest members of socicty, per­

haps because of its almost socialist attitudes which in 
turn resulted from the deep influence of the Bek·taşi 

dervish sect. Religion was central to Janissary morale 
and motivation, the whole reason for the Ocak's 

cxistcncc being to expand the power of lslam. But the 
Janissarics wcrc hardly orthodox Muslims, and to get 
a bettcr i<lca of thcir bclicfs it is ncccssary to under­
sran<l thc Bektaşi movcmcnt. 

Bektaşi doctrincs containc<l aspccts of ancicnt 
Turkish paganism, Bu<ldhism, a strong element of 
Shia Islam - including devotion to the early Caliph 
Ali, as well as Kurdish Yazidi (wrongly called '<levil 
worshippers') and Christian influences. The latter 
include a 'Trinity' of God, the Prophet Muhammad 
and the Caliph Ali, belief in confession and absolu­
tion of sins, and an initiation ceremony which in­
volvcd thc distribution of brcad, winc and cheese, as 
among somc F.astcrn Christians. Tn many Bektaşi 

Tekkes ur convcnts, womcn participatcd in ccrcmon-
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ies without wearing veils. Though the Bektaşi mon;­
ment proclaimed itself part of Sunni Islam, İt was 
certainly not accepted as such by some of the Otto­
ınan establishınent. The main difference betwcen the 
Bekıaşis and the orthodox Sunni .M.uslims was a 
Bektaşi belief that, in the final analysis, ali religions 

were valid. Some dervish preachers maintained that 
Christians and Jews were not really 'infidels', while a 
fcw cvcn had Christian followers. 

Such opinions appealed to Janissary recnıits, 
whosc convcrsion to Islam resulted, i f  not from force, 
at least from moral prcssurc, and who stili sometimes 
carried Greek or Arabic cxtracts from thc Christian 
Gospel as lucky charms. it also made the Bekıaşis 
popular amongst Balkan Christians, who provided 
many of the Ottoınan Empire's auxiliary infantry. 

(Their 'f'ekkes or conyents \\·ere especially numerous 
in placcs like Albania and Bosnia, where conYersion 
to lslam was widcspread and which again would 
provide somc of thc Empirc's best non-Janissary 
infantry in the l 7th and l 8th ccnturies.) Bektaşis 
fought beside the Janissaries as voluntccrs. Their 
attitude to war was summed up in a verse on thc 
blade of a !ate l Sth century axe belonging to a ccrtain 
Sayyid Ali of Jerusalem: 
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Thc nıain cntraııcc to the 
early 16th cenwry 
Ottoman fart at ı\!lııza.yrib 
in soıııhern Syria. A chain 
of 25 sııcl1 fortifica tioııs 
prOL"ected the Pi/grim road 
froın Daınascııs to Mecca, 
each /Jeing garrisoned by a 
small ımit of ]aııissaries or 
other provincial infantry. 
(Aııthor's photogrnplı) 

Pen aııd iıık dra wiııg ofa 
scnioı· Ottonıan officcr by 
Diirer arouııd 1-195. 
Gcrman artists startcd 
produciııg accunııe 
rcprcsc11 ta tioııs of Turkish 
milicary coswme a11d 
wcaponry sooıı aftcr 
Ottomaıı forces started 
raiding ccntral Eıırope. 
This maıı '.<; /1a11ged mace, 
as wcll as thc size of his 
wr/Ja11, were a mark of 
rank or co111111a11d. 
(Al/Jerlina Coll., nıı. 3196. 
D. 1 71, llicıma) 

'in my hand I took the axe 

As I set ouı on my journey 
Withoııt self-a11Jareness 
1 became a11Jare of ıhe Beautiful One (Cod) . '  
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Eight Bektaşis also lived in the main Janissary bar­
racks. They prayed for victory and walked ahead of 
the Yeniçeri Ağası on parade, their lcader chanting 
'Kerim Al/alı' (God is Generous), to which thc others 
responded 'Hu' (He is). A newly sekctcd Dede or 
head of the flektaşi sect was crowncd "vith a distinc­
tive hat by the Yeniçeri Ağası and in turn the Yeniçeri 

_ -/ğası stood whenever the name of Hacci Bektaş, the 
spiritual father of the sect, was mentioned. The 

importance of the Bektaşi code was reflected, for 
cxample, in the discharge paper of Hüseyin, an Usta 
or 'specialist' in the 45th Bölük of the 38th Oda ofthe 
12th Orıa, dating from 1 822: ' We  are believersfi'om of 

nld. We have coı�fessed tlıe Uniıy ofRealiıy. We have a 
Prophet, Ahmeti Muhtar Cenap. Since the time of the 

Heroes me have been t/ıe intoxicated ones. We are the 
lfoths of the Divine Flame. We are a company of 

mandering dervis/ıes in this mor/d. We carmot be coımted 

()il thejingers, ıve caıınoı be destroyeri kv defeaı . . .  ' 

SUPPORT 
SERVICES AND 
OTHER DUTIES 

The most important support services within the 
Janissary Ocak were the Cebecis or 'armourers' and 
the Saka or 'water-distributers', the latter accompa­
nying soldiers into battle and tending the wounded. 
The Cebecis made, repaired and issued weapons ancl 
also formed a fully operational unit. In 1 574 thcy 
were a small elite of 625 skillecl men attached to the 
artillery, but later their numbers were grcatly in­
creasecl, till ali large garrisons includcd some Cebecis. 

Non-combatant support personnel within the 
Ocak inclucled 1 00 Yazıcı or 'scribes' led by the 
Yeniçeri Katibi or 'secrctary of Janissaries' and the 
apparently separate Oda Ya.:::ıcı or 'barrack-room 
scribes' who, under a Baş Yazıcı ('head clerk'), 
looked after an Orta's paperwork. Then there was the 
Kf'ır/ıane, originally consisting of 34 small companies 
of skilled artisans under an Usta or 'master'. The 
Karhane went on campaign ancl enjoyed some of the 
privileges of the Janissary Ocak. These civilian craft 
or business guilcls rapidly increased in number and 
became known as the Ordu Esnaf or army artisans. 

Ottonıan forccs 
overrunning ehe outer 
dcfcnccs ofa powcrful 
ri ver-fortress on the 
A uwrian frunfier, from the 
Si.ilcymannaıne of 1558. 
The technique.o; ofriver 

warfarc wcrc vital in 
Hungcıry, cı.'i they were İIJ 
soııthcrn Rııssia. They 
were a1so ıw area in wlıich 

Janissarie.o; excelled. 
(Ms. Haz. 1517, Topkapi 
/,ih., /,o;tanlml) 

Eventually, an Ottoman army on a major campaign 
would be followed by wool carvcrs, sword makcrs, 
bow makers, saddlcrs, ]inen drapers, cobbkrs, bar­
bcrs, blacksmiths, candlc makers, cooked sheep's 
head sellers, iron shoe-heel makers, pharmacists, 
goat's hair cloth makers, slipper makers, kaftan mak­
ers, silk merchants, trouser makers, copper-smiths, 
tin smiths and bakers, among others. By the 1 8th 
century they occupied a permanent position, and 
most also claimecl to be Janissaries, demanding full 
pay. 

Another distinctive characteristic of thc Otto­
man army was its Alfelıter/ıane or military band; the 
Ottoman Empirc was first in Europe to have a per­

manent military music organisation. A Mehterhane 

consisted of 'folds', each norınally with a drum, 
doubled kettle drums, clarinet, trumpet and cymbals. 
The Sultan's own band had nine such folds, the 
Yeniçeri Ağası's seven, and every regiment or garri-
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son had a smaller band. A Melııerlıaııe usually stood 
in a crescent formation; only thc kettle-drummer sat. 
Largc Kıi's or war-druıns were of ten played on camcl­

back, and a J\11elııerlu11ıe could also be entircly 
mountcd. Thc instruments were made ancl ınain­
tained by 1 50-200 spccialists, mostly Greeks or Ar­
menians bascd ncar thc Topkapı Palace. (The 
Çeı�ı;a11i singcrs who arc stili such a tourist attraction 
in Istanbul were not addcd to thc J\1elııerlıane until 
ehe iare 18th century.) Thc Melııerlıa11e playccl 'tuncs 
of Afrasiyab', in other words Persian military music, 
and according to the colourful Turkish tra,·cllcr 
Evliya Çelebi in 1638: '. . .  jhe /11111dred ırımıpeıers 

raised such a somul ıhat ılıe planet Veııııs bega11 ıo da11ce 

a11d tlıe skies reı-erheraıed . . .  Al/ ılıese players of ılıe 
dru111, kettle-drum a nd ty111ha Is ına rclıed pası ıogeı lıer 

beaıi11g ılıeir dijferenı kinds of insırııınenıs in rlzJıt/ı11ıic 

u11iso11 as if Clıama-Pıır 's armJ' lthe traditional foe of 
Alexandcr thc Grcat l mas 111arclıi11g hy. '  

Ottoman infantry forccs had dutics apart from 
fighting. In \\'İnter thc Janissarics workcd on building 
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sitcs, thc middlc ranking A111eli111a11da bcing rcspons­
iblc for maintaining Istanbul's ,·ital aqucduct systenı. 
With such training thc Janissarics were, not surpris­
ingly, cffectİ\'e sappers on campaign. From thc start, 
infantry garrisoned newly conquered towns; the 
Janissaries usually took over citadels, while A:::,aps 

occupied the town beneath. The citadels and fort­
resses would then be wcll stocked with food and 
amnıunition, so thc occupying janissarics could 
rarcly be stan·cd into subnıission. 1 Jowc\'er, ehe Ot­
tonıans c.lid not put much cnıphasis on fortifications 
until thc lattcr part of thc 1 6th ccntury, whcn thcir 
frontiers bcgan to stabilise. 

By thcn much of ehe Janissary Ornk was spread 
across tlıc Empire in Korocu (garrison) Orta.ı· which 
normally did nine-month tours of cluty before re­
turning to thc capital. But as the Corps grew, thc 
majority of its Orıas became permanently based in 
the pro,·inces, under the command of loca! goYer­
nors. They developed local interests, loca! loyalties, 
sometimcs taking ovcr loca) administration, and 
C\'Cntually thcy bccame a sourcc of unrest them­
scl\'cs. � lcanwhilc Yamak \'Oluntccr auxiliarics of 
dubious military valuc wcrc lcfr to garrison thc vital 
Bosphorus fortrcsscs by tlıc l 8th ccntury. 

Diffcrcnt forms of provincial garrison devcloped 
within the Empirc. For cxample, the Hiikı/111eı 

Sanca/..• or 'autonomous hercditory provinccs' of cast­
ern Anatolia were governed by tribal princes sup­
ported by Janissary Ortas. in Iraq ancl Syri::ı the 
janissarics became loca! elites. The descendants of 
the first garrisons were assimilatccl into the Arab­
speaking population and became fierce rivals of latcr 
Orıas scnt to rcinforcc central govcrnmcnt control. 
Thc largc Ottoman army bascd in Egypt similarl� 

deYcloped a form of loca! patriotism, but thc Egyp­
tian Orıas remained loyal to the Empirc and cam­
paignecl far from home, fighting in Italy ( 1 6 1 9-20), 
Yemen ( 1 63 1-2) ancl Armenia (winter 1 6 1 6). Even 
the small Ottoman-held areas of Eritrea, Yemen and 

the Arabian Gulf coast had small garrisons, while the 

'Ouoınan army 
comınandcd b,· Ferhat 
Paşa approacl

i
ing tlıe 

fortrcss of Rcrnn ', froın 
rhe Şehenşahname by 
Loqman, 159+-97. Officers 
with tali janİ.<;sary cap.<; 
I'idc ilmid dense rnnks of 
]ani.o;.<;ary soldiers. Baggage 

r 
came/s fil/ tlıe /ower part 
oftlıc picturc, and therc is 
a mounred Mehterhane 
band hiddcn among 
massed cavalry belıind ehe 
]anissarics. (Ms. 13aghdad 
200, t:/01/J, Topkapi Lib., 
Iswııbul) 
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The early days 
1: Nefer Janissary soldier, 

late 14th century 
2: Byzantine officer, 

carly lSth ccntury 
3: Turkish Yaya infantryman, 

14th century 

2 

( 
. .. 
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Recruitment and education 
1: Devşirme recruit, 16th century � 
2: Enderum Sakirdi eunuch teacher 
3: Civelek young trainee off-duty 
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Training 
l :  Acemi OğlanJanissary traince, 

early 16th century 
2: iç Oğlan Çavuşu NCO of new 

J anissary recruits, 17th century 
3: Falakacı BaŞt head of punishmcnt unit, 

lltlı-18th ccnturies 

2 
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Janissary soldiers 
Zırhli Nefer a�ured soldier, 
16th century 

�: Kesıcı Silahkard!J Miilılı!Tlah 
Janissary archer, • 
early 16th century 

3: Yanıcı Silahkarda Müsellah Janissary 
musketeer, early 16th century Ücretsiz PDF Kitap Arsivi - https://rantey.org
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Janissary junior officcrs 
1 :  Serdengectı Ağa commander of 

an assault unit, 18th century 
2: Bayraktar Subayı standard bearer 

of39th Orta, 16th century 
3: Beşinci Karakullukçu NCO, 

18th century 

E 
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J anissary offic�rs 
1: Usta officer,

' 
17th-18th ccnturies 

2: Başçavuş officer ofthird rank, 16th-18th centurie; 

S: Kethüda Bey officer 

Ücretsiz PDF Kitap Arsivi - https://rantey.org



.. 

Commanding officers 
1: Yeniçeri Ağası Commander of 

the Janissary corps 
2: Orta KethüdasiJanissary officer 
3: Haseki Ağası Commander ofthe Sultan's infantry guard, 18th century 
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Religious support 
l: Orta imam battalion chaplain 
2: Bektaşi dervish 

.. 

3: Kulluk ofthc Ellialtı Neferi patrolman of56th Orta, 18th century 
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Mehter Military Band 
1: Mehterbaşı Ağa conductor 
2: Zurnazen clarinet player 
3: Mehter Ağası ofKöszcn, leader ofkettle-drum section 

2 3 1 
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Other infantry forces 
l :  Levent, late 16th ccntury 
2: Azap, 16th-17th century 
3: Sekbanbaşı officer of 

the Sekban corps 
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virtually independent Ottornan provinces of lorth 
Africa raised their own Janissary Ocak.ı·. 

The Janissaries' public order dutics cvcntually 
becarne rnore important than their military rok. The 
Yeniçeri Ağası was, for examplc, also chicf of police of 
the capitaf; his own Janissarics and those of the 
Cebecıbaşı and thc Topçubaşı patrolled lstanbul and 
Galata, and Bos1t111cıs policed the surrounding areas. 
If thesc units wcnt on campaign, the Acemi Oğlan 

Orıa or 'training battalions' soınetimes took over 
policing. 

A unit of 300 men was used to protect a flect of 
80 to 100 transport boats on the rivers Morava and 
:'\Tisava, based at Nis. Janissaries had always scrved 
aboard Ottoman warships, and by thc carly l 7th 
ccntury most Ottoman galleys seem to havc carried 
cight Janissaries and six other soldicrs, mostly re­
cruited on the Aegean islands and armed with 
matchlocks, bows and a fcw light cannon. Janissaries 
on marine duty wcrc normally drawn from the older, 
more experienccd but lcss fit Oturak or 'pensioner' 
grade, w hilc othcr marines inclucled Sipahi.ı· (suppos­
edly 'fcudal cavalry'), Kur'aet or 'conscripts' and 
U!fıjeci or 'salaried' soldiers. Far to thc wcst, in 
Algicrs, a virtually separate Janissary Ocak providcd 
the powerhasc for famous corsairs like Hayruddin 
Barbarossa. Thcy wcre initially raised to defend 
Algiers and cxtcnd Ottoman control, but they soon 
insistcd on taking part in the profitable busincss of 
n<mıl warfarc - or piracy, as their Europcan focs 
callcd it. 

Oııe of ıJıe best-preservcd 
Uttonwn fortrcsses is at  
Payas, over/ooking thc 
Gulfoflskeııderım. le was 
built by Selim I early in 
thc f 6tlı centıııy to protect 
a vulnerable .�tretch oftlıc 
ı·oad from Istıwbul to 
Syria wlıich wa.s cxposcd 
to na va/ rnids at  tlıis point. 
The .'itructure is a typical 
Ottoımw fortress, being 
fıınctiona/ rathcr tha11 
dcsig11ed to impres.'i or 
make a political 
statcınent. (Auchor\ 
plıotograph) 

OTHER INFANTRY 
FORCES 

The first, but also among the most short-lİYecl, Otto­
man infantry formations were the early 1 -+th century 
Yaya and Pıjıade. Tlıe former were Turks gfren land 
in return for military service and loca) defence duties 
in Rumelia (the Balkans), the latter comparahle sol­
dier-farmers in Anatolia, though thcy also includcd 
nomads. The Yaya wcrc commandcd by Çerıhaşı or 
'soldier leadcrs' undcr thc coınmand of tribal Yüriik 

Begs and provincial govcrnors. They were organised 
into rudimcntary Ocak units of around 30 men each, 
fi,·c of whonı scrved in rotation while the others 
supported them financially. The idea that these Yaya 

\Yere grouped into decimal units is probably a myth. 
The A:::.ap or 'bachelors' were a more successful 

formation which became a fierce rival of thc elite 
Janissary Ocak. An A:::.ap was a voluntccr, originally 
recruited from Anatolian Turks, paid only during a 
campaign and ablc to lcavc whcncver he "·ished. 
I ,argc numbcrs of A:::.aps servcd as marines İn various 
Turkish Bey/iks during the 1 4th century. They were 
anneci with maces, bows ( oftcn shooting zemberek 

short darts with the aid of arrow-guidcs), and occa­
sionally çagra crossbows; and thcy soon adoptecl 
tı!fek guns. According to the Byzantine chronicler 

Dukas, tlıc first Otton1an garrison at Gallipoli in 

45 
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jıwissarics ancl their 
ol1icers approaclı tlıc 
Sulwn 's tcnt while 011 
c:ımpaig11, from tlıe 
Sülcymaıınamc of 155H. ti 
mw ofırip/e-lıorselıair 
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Tuğs stand iıısidc a tcntccl 
cnclosure u·hic/1 İ.o; ınac/e 
ıo Jook Jike ;1 fortrcss. (Ms. 
Haz. 1517, Topbpi Lib., 
J.o;tanbul) 

l -t2 1 -22 consisted of 'lighıly ar111ed Cas11ıoııli', indi­
cating soldiers of mixed Greek and \Vestern Euro­

pean origin. Ottoman records stili referred to two 
units of Grcek-speaking Muslims at Gallipoli in 
l-t7-t, probably f:::,aps rathcr rhan Janissaries. One 
consistcd of rowcrs, the othcr of ?:enherekcıyan arclı­
ers who dcfcndcd thc castlc. l•our other, presumabl.' 

Turkish, units at Gallipoli includcd a unit of na,·al 

A.:::,aps. 
On land, the A;::,aps fought as infantry archers but 

were mostly cmployecl as guards or pickets. By thc 
1 6th cenrury t hey had cleclined to mere .ammunition 
carriers, pioneers and sappcrs, ancl had been ab­

sorbed into ehe Jan issaries Cebeci as porters. Thcn, 
hO\\ C\ er, thc A:::,aps enjoyed a new lease of life. From 
thc iare 1 6 ı h  ccn tun ali ı\ l uslim men in fronticr 
rcgions wcrc liablc to he cnlistcd as A;::,aps, armed 
with ınatchlocks and sabrcs, one man from each 20 or 
30 houscholds bcing supporıcd b) ı he rest. The) 
\Yere dİ\'İdcd into Kale Azapi ( 'fortrcss A:::,aps') ant! 

Firc.1rms: (A) Turkish 
maıc/1/ock musket, 17tlı 
ccn tuıT. it a lso has the 
Jarge roımdecl slıoulder 
protcction uscd with heavy 
cali/Jre guııs. (8) Turkislı 
fliııtlock sicgc-gun wit/1 a 
.<;horı lmrrel and large 
borc, and a Jong stock so 
tlrn t iı could be fireci from 
belıincl covcr. (C) Massivc 
highly clecoraıed Turkislı 
'tre11clı-guıı ', la tc l Stlı 
ccntury. (IJ) Decorated 
Turkislı flintlock mııskct, 
18th ccntury. (ali in A . .:;keri 
.Hiize, lstaııbııl) 
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Deni:::. A:::.api ('naYal //;::,aps') dcpcnding on "·here tl1C) 
li,·ed. it is not clear whcthcr auxiliary infantry known 

as Ciinbii:::.iin ('soul stakers') or Dfrlınegiin (' M ad­
men') wcrc A::.aps - such titles were probably dc­
scriptivc rathcr than rcferences to specific units. 

Thc l'ıistory of the Voy1111qs is e\·cn more rnried. 

Esscntially they \Yere auxiliaries rccruitcd from the 
Ottoman Empire's Balkan Christian vassals, under a 

systcm inherited froın prc- Turkish times, though 
thcy do seem to have includcd Muslims from early 

on. l\ilost were armourcd cavalry, but again thC) 
induded some foot soldicrs. Thcir ranks were largcly 
Slav Bulgarians and Scrbs, as well as Vlach- or 
Rumanian-speakers. Like many Ottoınan auxiliarics, 
a Voy1111q \\' as supportcd by other households known 

as Gi>'ıuler, a tcrm probably stemming from thc Grcck 
,,·ord Ko11ıario11 or lance. The VoJınıuıs had thcir own 

Çerıha�ı officcrs under the overall command of the 

Voynııq Reyi, and were attended by Yamak servants 

or subordinates. Although thc Vi�)'nuqs had no Owk 
or corps structure they includcd a rcgistered resen·c 
which kept them up to strcngrh. Dy the 1 5th cenrur) 

some Voy1111qs had additional duties such as looking 
after herds of cavalry horses in Bulgaria. Thc 
Dogmıcis ('hawkers') wcrc similar to these V r�ııınıqs 

and raised hawks for the lmpcrial Court. Elsewhcrc 
Vlach Christian nomads enjoycd special privilegcs in 
rcturn for serYing thc Ot toman Eınpire as fronticr 
Voy1111qs, guides, guards and raiders. The autonom­

ous Ruınanian principality of �loldavia also supplicd 
Voyıwqs during the 1 6th century. 

The role of i n fantry in the Rumanian principali­

ties sheds an intcrcsting light on a little-known aspect 
of Ottoman military organisation. Bccausc MoldaYia, 
Wallachia and Transylrnnia prescn·cd their auton­
omy for so long, their pre-Ottoman military heritage 
continucd to deYelop. in ali thrcc parts of what is now 

Rumania, local rulers raiscd, trained and equippcd 
compctcnt infantry as the Ortoman tide approachcd. 

Thcsc infantry ranged from profcssional ltalian mcr­

cenaries to revitalised urban militias stiffcncd by 
royal garrisons. Thcy usc<l thc normal array of latc 

'Mustafa Paşa giving a 
fe<1st tor thcjanissaries', 
from the Nusretname by 
Mustafa Ali, 1584. 
janissaries ıvitlı Jlat­
topped Biirks and_pfficers 
ıvitlı tall poiııted Usküt:� 

arc scrved by splendiclly 
dre.<;sed court a ttendı111 rs 
aııd ıııembers oftlıe 
Sultan'.-; Silahtar gımrd. 
(J\lfs. Haz. 1365, f3.1v, 
Topkapi Lib., /stanbııl) 

mcdiernl infantry \Yeapons, including a hooked staff 

for use against ea,·alry, a de,·ice soon adoptcd by thc 
Janissaries. At the same time, infantr) archcrs armed 
with Asiatic-style compositc bows wcrc gradually 
replaced by muskcteers skillcd in gucrrilla warfare. 

In fact \Vallachia and Moldavia continued to recruit 

professional arqucbus-arme<l infantry from Chris­
tian Bulgarians to thc south, Serbs to the \Yest, Poles 

and Cossacks to thc north. Ottoman military influ­
cncc was also fclt ,  for cxample in  a Dorııhanıi infantry 
militia bascd on the Turkish Derhentri or 'fronticr 

guar<ls'. 
The Ottoman Empire inherited sc,·eral othcr 

İntcresting military forınations in t he southcrn Bal­
kans; for example, ex-Byzantinc Catalan mcrcenaries 

or their descendants w ere rccordc<l in Ottoman ser­

,·ice in  the 1 380s. Vassal ur mcrccnary European 
crossbowmen and axc-armed Genoese infantry froın 

\'arious colonial outposts were among those invoh·ed 
in the Ottoman civil war of 142 1-22. je\YS and 
:V luslims joinc<l in defeating an ltalian attack on thc 

island of Chios in 1 599, since only thC) and not thc 

local Greek Christians were pcrmittcd inside the 
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'K1111 '1111 Paşa ırnırdıing 
ıı[!ııinsr A lb1111i:111 rchds', 
from r/ıc Paşaname uf 
c.1630. Thc 011/y.fanissııries 
in tlıis pieture appcar ıo ııet 
as r/ıe Paşa 's immcdiate 
gııard. lıı fronr or thc 
commıırıdcr :11·c :n:c-ar111cd 

troops, pcrh:ıp.s Le\ ents, 
bııt thc majoriıy ofıhe 
i11fa11cry 11ppc11r w be 
Tüfekçi muskcıeers 11·it/ı 
slıort reci coats :ırıd tali red 
cııps. (llriti.<>lı /,ih., ı\ls. Si. 
358./, f.2011, 1.onclorı) 

island's citadd. Far to the north, many or the perse­
cuted Bogomil 'hcretics' of Bosnia also hclped the 
inYading Ottomans against their Christian oppres­
sors. 

Elsewhere tlıc Onomans used existing loca) 
forccs as garrison troops ıo avoid tying down thcir 
own soldicrs. The Greek ivfarıolos, for example, werc 
originall� Byzantine irregulars. in the early 1 5th 

century thc Ottomans recognised them as i::.am or 
'proper soldicrs', and paid them to control Kleplıt 
Greek mountain bandits. During the 16th century 
J \ 1arıolos formcu a significant element in garrisons 
across Serbia, Bosnia, Hcrzegovina and evcn Hun­
gary. By the 1 8th century they had muskets, pistols, 

Tlw ı:a.o;t/e ourside Uzicc in 
ıı ester11 Scrbia w:ıs une of 
ehe srrungcsı fortific;ıtioııs 
in ıhe Ottom:111 Eyalet of 
flosnia. The positio11 is so 
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poıverful tlıa t it was reused 
by Axis oceııpatiım forces 
durirıg the Second il ·orld 
H'ıır. (tlıırlıor's 
plıotograph) 

swords and daggcrs, and wcre led by hcreditary 
Kapiıanos. Scnioı· Grcck rcligious figurcs were per­
mitted their own Kapoi armcd retainers. J\ 1iisellems 
were originally a caYalry b �. and though they de­
clined into an ineffecti,·c infantr� militia, they re­
tained some kind of Ocal.· Corps structure. Thc 
Gıi"111illii)ıtı11 wcrc a later Yoluntccr militia or horse­
mcn and foot soldiers raiscd from both � l uslims and 
Christians, paid through loca! taxes and uscd to 

garrison loca] cast.les. 
Por many ycars thc Ottoman goYernıncnt tricd to 

stop tlıc Raya, ur non-military section of thc popula­
tion, from acquiring fircarıns. E,·en the recognised 
Derheuıri auxiliarics " ere not permitted guns until an 
increasing thrcat from gun-toting bandits ınade this 
essential. Properly organiscd Ottoman Derhentçis ap­
peared in thc mid-1 5tlı ccnı ur}, and initially in­
cluded Christian . \Jarıolos as wcll as y;iriik Turkish 
nomads, Turcoman tribesmcn from Aııatolia and 
Balkan Christian Vo)'nııqs. They wcrc organiscd into 
units of' bct\\CCn 25 and 30 loca] men garrisoning tin} 
forts in straıcgic or Yulnerablc areas, and this systcm 
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would be greatly expanded as the authority of thc 
ccntral government waned. Derbeııtçis were cvcn 
found in thc autonomous Crimean Tatar Khanate, 
north of thc Black Sea. The Crimean Tatars also 
fieldcd a small muskct-armcd infantry force. Some 
were tribesmen too poor LO own a horse; others 
formcd an elite of 20 companics of mounted infantry 
Sekbans recruited from villagcrs in the Crimean 
peninsula. 

The increasing conservatism of Ottoman mili­
tary thinking ensured that when a new infantry forcc 
was raised it was gİYen a traclitional name. As a rcsul t ,  
the Sekban infantry of the !ate 16th to 18th ccnturics 

had no real connection with the olcl Sekban division 
of the Janissary Ocak. The new Sekbans were an 
answer to the Ottoman army's actıte shortage of 
musket t roops in the face of ever-stronger European 
cnemies. Thc supposedly non-military ..\foslim Raya 
populations of Dalmatia, Alhania, Bosnia and 
Anatolia wen: now rccruitcd in increasing numbers, 
many as mounted infantry. Early in the l 7th century 
the new Sekbans were organiscd on a regular basis in 
Biilıik units of between 50 and 1 00 men, mostly paid 

'Procession of rhc 
Otton1an Sulıan'.<> sons in a 
Carriılge', a doublc-pagc 
picturc frum ıhe Surname 
of Vehbi, 1650-85. Thc 
carriagc is c.o;corted by a 
variecy of soldiers 
including Solak 
gwırdsme11 ıvitlı dccoratcd 

bronze lıelmets, ]anissary 
offıccrs l!'.İt/ı cnormously 
plumed Usküf Jıa ts, 
Bostancıs ıvcaring /011g 
floppy reci lıats and 
Silahtars wirh reel versions 
of t/ıe jani.ssary Börk. (Ms. 
Ahmet Jl .3593, ff. 169v-170r, 
Topkapi Lib., Istaııbul) 

as private armies by provincial governors. Each unit 
was leci by a Bô"lıik Başı under the overall command 
of a Baş Biilıik Başı, such officcrs at first being drawn 
from the Janissary Ocak. Theorctically they could be 
disbanded when their BO"füm or commission was 
withdrawn, but in reality thcy wcre rarely under 
ccntral government control. Evcntually they became 
thc most effective infantry in the Empirc, outstrip­
ping the decadent Janissaries. Other similar units 
were known as Sarıca or 'wasps', and ali tendcd to be 
excellent marksmcn, perhaps because so many had 
been huntsmcn or bandits before becoming soldiers. 

Like the Sekbans and Sarıca, the revivecl Levent 
forces of the !ate 16th ccntury wcre l\iluslims anneci 
with muskets, swords and, latcr, pistols. They were 
supposedly recruitecl from bandits in Anatolia and 
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'lla ttlc bctwccıı Otto1111111 
and Imperfal Hapsburg 
forccs', in the Khamsch of 
Ata'i ofc. 1675. The 
janissaric.'i are armcd with 
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cıırved sabres, tlıouglı eme 
soldier is a/.<;o wrewling 
ll'İth his cııcmy. (i\ls. 
Renın 816, f i(}, Topkrıpi 
Lib., Isranbul) 

sccm to h;n-c had no conncction with carlicr Lerenı 

marincs of thc Hth ccntur�. Anoı-hcr ncw forcc wcre 
thc mountcd infantry, thc Tı�fekçis, who appearcd in 
thc 16th ccntury and bccamc some of thc ınosı 
cffectiYc troops in thc 1 7th and 18th century Ouu­
man army. Thcy, howeYer, were .a regular corps, 
uniformcd in short red coats and tall red caps. 

Sarngc incursions by Catholic Austrian armies 

meant that in many parts of the Balkans, Orthodox 
Christians stili gaYe military hclp ıo ıhc bclcaguerecl 
Ottomans. Even fierccr rcsistancc was put up by thc 
Sla,·-spcaking Muslims of Bosnia, whcrc distinct 
typcs of loca! infantry, such as ıhc Pa11du/..· or 'sharp­
shooters' and thc tjlak or 'muskctccrs', appeared. ln 
Syria and lraq an cxrraordinary array of irregular ancl 
mercenary formations appcarcd during the 17th and 
1 8th centurics. in  Damascus thesc included Leve111, 

mountcd infantry who were at first Turks but latcr 
tended to be Kurds, Sekban - Turks from eastcrn 
Anatolia, Maglılıriba - Algcrian Arabs who wcrc 
gencrally cmployed to defcnd Pilgrim Caravans to 
.\lecca, and Tiife/..•çi - Kurds who formcd a small elite 
of marksmcn. Each had thcir own organisation, cor­
poratc loyalty, lcadership, barracks and distinctiYc 
clothing. in acldition thcrc wcrc 'Aslıir - Syrian 

auxiliarics undcr tribal or Jocal lcadcrs, including 
urban militias raised from ali rcligious groups. Thc 
tcrm //rab, howe,·er, mıs only uscd of bcdouin auxil-

A 

• n 

c 

D 

E 

F 

Yat:ığ:ın rcvcrsc-curved 
siııgle-edged sword.'>. Such 
weapons wcrc 
clıarı1cteristic ofOttom:rn 
troops, both regufar aııd 
triba/ auxili::ıri,es: (A-C) 
Thrcc fatc 18tlı ce11nıry 
Yatağans with highly 
dccoratcd scabbards. 
(To11 er Ar111ourics, 
Londoıı). (D-F) Tlıree 
plainer yatağans slıowing 
tlıcir large lıook-like 
pommcls. (Askeri Afiize, 
lstıwbııl) 
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iaries who had an important military role east of ı he 
Orontes, Litani and Jordan rivcrs. 

The situation in Egypt was generally morc 
peaceful, though ri,·alry between different units of­
ten boiled over into rioting. There were se,·en corps 
in the Ca1ro garrison, plus assorted irregular forma­
tions w hich, in the Arabic records, were known as: 
Janissaries, //;:,aps, Sarraj (Sarıca ), Yııldash (from 
Yoldaş or Janissary soldier), Maghrihi irregulars, 

Jamdkz)la ( from Yamak, a Janissary's servant), 

Tııfenkjıjıa, Jarrlkisa ( from Yürük, Turkish tribes­
mcn), Slıamıls/ıı)ıa (from Çavuş, Janissary sergeants), 
Mutafarriqa (from the Miiıeferrika, Ottoman Palacc 
guardsmen), and Cii11iillii or 'Yolunteers' who wcrc 
perhaps stili recognisably Turks. In times of tension 
the smaller units tended to ally "·ith the A:::;aps 
against the dominant Janissaries. In _ orth Africa the 
Janissaries, though forming a separate Ocak Corps, 
retained their Turkish identity for se,·eral centuries. 
Their greaL rivals were the Ta 'ifat al Rıı 'sd or 'mili­
tias of the corsair capLains' who were basically ma­
rincs. These Ta 'ijiıt al Ru 'sa included some Turks, 

but thc majority wcrc indigenous lorth A frican 
Arabs and Bcrbcrs. 

A ]anissary Orta 's cooking 
pot or Kazan was ılıe unit '.-; 
most prizcd possessioıı 
and would be c:arried in 
ccrcmonial proccssioııs. 

it was acco111pa11icd by aıı 
equally symbolic over.'iizcd 
soııp /adle. (A.skeri .\liizc, 
J.mmbul) 

THE PLATES 
Plate A: Tlıe early days 

A l :  Nefer janissary soldier, late 14tlı century 

No Turkish illustrations of Janissaries are known 
from thc Hth century, so this figure is based on 
\\Tİtten dcscriptions and 'enemy' pictures of Otto­
mans. He is cquipped as an infantry archer but stili 
wears a flutcd 'turban-hclmet' and a mail hauberk 
beneath his Dolama coat. He uses a siper or 'arrow­
guide' for shooting short darts - a device which 
superseded the medieval ınajra arrow-guide. The 
long quiver eould be opened down its cntirc lcngth , 

and is of a type used in Turkish-influenced parts of 
casıcrn Europe. The sword is a European import 
suspcnded in a liddle Eastern manner . 

A2: llyzantine officcr, carly 15tlı century 

Latc Byzantinc military costume owed nothing to the 
Roman heritagc. This reconstruction is based on 
Balkan wall-paintings and a painted Italian chest 
showing Turks :ınd Byzantines, almost certainly 
based on sketehes brought back by itincrant Italian 

arLİsLs. Among several distinctive featurcs are a 
shield of ltalo-Balkan form, a sword of Ilyzantine 
type and a flanged mace of eastern European form. 
The tali yello\\" felt hat \Yas a style common on both 
side. of the iare Byzantine-Muslim frontier. 

AJ: Turki.r;Jı Yaya infantryman, 14tlı centuı-y 

Thi figure is based on a mixture of Turco-lranian 
manuscript illustrations and writtcn descriptions. 
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Tlıe türbe or romb oftlıe 
famous ncktaşi dcrvish 
slıayklı, Giil Baba, oıı a 
lıillsidc oı'crlooking 
Budapesı. LiJ,.e man_ı 
otbcr Dcktaşis, Giil Baba 
('Faıber of Rose.r;') is .<iaid 
to bavc acco111paııicd tlıc 
Jani.-;s�ırie.o; during ılıe 
captıırc ofBııdapcst iıı 
J 526. /-le died ıh ere mı Z 

September 15-11 and his 
spirit was rcgardcd as 
protector of tlıe city ciuriııg 
thc 1-15 }·cars ofOttoman 
rule. Tİıe türbe iı.r;eJfırn.5 
bııilt bctwccıı 15-13 aııd 
15-18, /Jecomiııg .o;omcılıing 
ofa pilgrimagc site for tlıc 
Jocaljaııis.<;ary garri.o;on. 
(!1 ııtlıor's plıotograplı) 

His basic costume is that of a 14th-15th century 
Turkish nomad, typical features being the segmented 
felt hat. As a foot soldier he also has the laced gaiters 
of an Anatolian or lranian peasant. Some Yaya and 
Azap infantry used crossbows, but no pictorial eYİ­
dcncc sun İ\ es, so this soldier has been gi ven cap­
turc<l T Tungarian crossbo\\ cquipmcnt. 

Pla te B: Rccruitmcnt and cducation 
Bl: Devşirme recruit, 1 6th century 

ünce the Janissary Ocak was fully deYeloped, its 
uniforms barely changed for 300 years. The most 
famous illustration of a Devşirme levy shows boy 
recruits ali in red, with what looks like simple red 
versions of the Janissary cap. They also seem to ha Ye 
bccn allowcd to kccp onc small bag of pcrsonal 
posscssions. 

B2: Enderum Sakirdi eunuch teacher 

The senior teachcrs of the elite Iç Oğlanı ur 'studcnt 
pages' were eunuchs, mostly of European origin. 
They formed a well-educated and highly respected 
corps within the Kapıkııllu - the sultan's own sen·-
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ants, which also inclu<lc<l the Janissary Corps. Their 
distinctİYC uniform inclu<led a Yery tali hat with a 
narrO\\ turban-cloth, but instead of weapons thc� 
carricd a combined pen-case and ink-well, here 
thrust into the man 's belt. 

BJ: Civelek young trainee ofF-dııty 

A Civelel.! \Yas a recruit recenrly promoıcd into the 
ranks of a fighting Orta . His uniform was csscntially 

that of an ordinary Janissary soldicr. Here he wears a 
short jackct, probably a Mintaıı, with a yatağan 
reversc-curved sword. Thc Civelek has a tall turban, 
perhaps indicating that he is not fully entitled to wear 
a Janissary Brirk cap, but with one of the fringecl encls 
hanging in front of his facc. This appears in Turkish 
sourccs, and may reflect the younger solcliers' ten­
dcnc) ıo fool around - hence their name, Ciı-elek, 
mcaning 'Jj,·c]y' or 'playful'. 

Pla te C: Traiııi11g 

Cl: A cemi Oğla11ja11issary traincc, carly 16th 
ce11tut'y 
A Janissary's training was long, har<l an<l seri o us; that 
of an ordinary Acemi Oğlan was cntircly military. 
� l  his young man would appcar to be in off-duty 
clress, wcaring a T!ırka jacket with short, flarecl 
slecvcs. T Tis fclt hat would be conical in shape but has 
becn lippcd forward. Hanging from his belt or thrust 
into his sash in his musketry equipment: a bag 

containing bullets, lead bars and a bullet-mould, a 
powdcr horn, a priming flask and a small axc to cuı 
lcad for casting as bullets. 

C2: Iç Oğlan Çavuşu NCO ofncw janİ.5sary 
t'ecı-ııi ts, 1 7  th cen tury 

Officer ranks were largely indicatcd by thcir head­
gear. This Çavuş 'scrgcant' wcars a small turban­
cloth arouncl a Kavuğ hat with a vertically quiltecl 
surfacc. T Iis doublc-breasted cübbe coat is tucked 
inside şalvar baggy trousers and he has a fine gold 
and i\'ory dagger. The most clistinctive object is thc 
çeı-gen, a chain of sın ali bells on a staW used both to 
mark time when marching and as a mark of officc. 

CJ: Falakacı Başı head ofpunishmcnt un it, 

1 7th-18th ccntıırics 
Few offıccrs can ha,·c bccn as fearcd as the Falal.·arı 

Başı, " hosc squad was responsible for maintaining 



:Hwve: 'Tlıe deatlı ofGii/ 
Baba İn Bııdapcst, 1541'; 
painting by Şükrü Erdiren. 
Tlıc Baba 's disciplc 
Mtınding on tlıe /efe /ıas 
maııy oftlıc symbolic or 
ritwıl object.<; a.<;sociaıed 
witlı the Bektaşi ordcr. 
(Askeri Müze, J.o;tanbııl) 

'Skirmislı bctwccn 
Ottıın1an.'i and Russians', 
in t/ıe Shaja'atnam.c of 
Asafi Pa�a, /ate 17tlı-etırly 
18tlı century. Tlıe 

jani.o;.o;arie.'i ha ve their 
tunics tucked ııp into tlıcir 
bclts, perhap.<; ready to 
pıırsue a fleeing Rııssian 
mıılc handler. Below them 
two dismouııted Tıırkish 
horsc-archers shuot at  
Rııssiıın mıısketeers. (J\lls. 
Yildiz 23851105, vul. iV, 
f.182, Ismııbııl Universi ty 
Ub.) 

order in thc Orta. Here he wears a largc turban (the 
size of which indicated his authority), with his takke 
skull-cap just visible. His kaftan coat is tuckcd 
through a /,:uşak ur sash to show his long entari 'shirt'. 

ln addition to a yatağan, he carries two falaka 
bastinados of differcnt wcights in a large container. 

Pla te D: ]anissary soldicrs 

D 1:  Zırl1li Nefer armourcd soldier, 16tlı 

centııry 

Janissaries who continued to wear full armour were 
simply known as Zırlıli Nefer ur 'armoured soldiers'. 
Thcy ''ere used as assault troops, and probably 
formcd part of the Serdengeçti 'head riskcr' elite. This 

man has a highl) decorated gilded hclmet with a 
Janissary plume-holder on the front, a flexible neck­
guard and a mail-and-plate zırh gii111/ek ur cuirass. 

The latter, likc his demir dizçek thigh and kncc 
protections, was morc commonly used by cavalry by 
the 16th century. His shicld is a form adopted from 
the Ottoman's eastern European foes, while the 
tırpan staff-weapon suggests ltalian influence. 

D2: Kc . .,ıcı Silalıkarda Miisellalı ]anissary 

arclıer, car/y 16tlı century 

Janissary assault squads also indudcd archers, per­
haps because muskets took so long to reload. This 
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man's kit indudes elcments that later dropped out of 
use or changed. For example, his Börk cap is lower 
than was seen later and his dolama jacket has embroi­
dery around the shoulders. The soldier also carries a 
crude wooden siege mantlet, as shown in seYeral 
manuscript illustrations. 

DJ: Yanıcı Silahkarda Miiscllah]anissary 

m uskctccr, carly 16th ccntury 

The third element in a Janissary assault unit con­
sisted of musketeers. Here they are earrrying the 
massive 'tn.:nch-gun' so feared by the Ottomans' 
enemies. The cngraved brass band and empty 
plume-holcler suggest that he was a member of an 
elite or palace-based Orta. In addition to a bullet­
pouch, powder-horn, priming-flask, small axe and 
long knife, he carries a straight-bladed S\rnrd with a 
sabre-hilt, perhaps a gaddara or a pala. 

Platc E:]anissary junior oföccrs 

El: Serdcngcctı Ağ·a commander of an assault 
unit, 18th century 

In eommon with elite forees in ali armies, the 
Serdengeçıı or 'head-riskers' seem to have worn more 
extravagant uniforms than ordinary solcliers. As a 
senior officer this man also has a rakish tmban rather 
than an ordinary Janissary Biirk, while various parts 
of his costume are embroidered and fur-trimmed. 
His polished brass helt is of an elaborate type, and the 
mctallic hoops around his lcgs may be decorations 
attachcd to gartcrs. Thc officcr also carrics a horse­
hair Tuğ - the banner of his unit or Orta. 
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E2: Bayraktar Subayı standard bcarcr of39th 
Orta, 16th century 

A tali Üskiif cap w as thc baclge of eommissionecl 
officers in the Janissary Ocak. Here it is worn without 
the hugc plumcs worn on parade. The dolama coat 
has falsc slcc\'eS, the wearer's arms coming through 
slits in front of the armpits. This officer c�uries a 

Bayrak or banner bearing the clouble-bladed Dlıu al 
Faqqar or 'Sword of Ali', a de,·ice adopted by several 

Janissary units. 

EJ: Beşiııci Karakullukçu NCO, 18th ccntury 
The Beşi11ci Karakullukçu was thc senior 
Karak11//11kçıı 'scullion' r CO in a Janissary unit. Ily 
the 18th century many troops no longer wore proper 
Janissary Biirk hats but sported flamboyant turbans, 
as well as impractical cxtcnsions to their fur-lined 
jackets, suggcsting that thcy "·ere no longer fighting 
soldicrs. Thcy still carricd s\\·ords or daggers, gener­
all) of thc yatağa11 type shown here. The massi' c 
long-bladed axe with a thrusting point was, howc' er, 
stili a common infantry weapon. 

Plate F: ]a11issary officers 

Fl: Usta offıcer, 1 7th-18th ce11turic.<; 

Janissary officer uniform was ofi:en claborate, and thc 
fact that captured examples are found in ccntral 
European museums suggcsts that such drcss was 
worn on campaign. l n  adclition to his ordinary 
Janissar) Bijrk hat with its plume, this Usta or 
'ma. ter' has thc tooled and stained leather coat asso­
ciatcd with his status. It probably cleYeloped from a 

Tlıe forrress kııown as Ak 
Kirman in Turkish, 
Bilgorod Dnisrrovskiy in 
Ukrainian, and Ccratca 
Alba İl1 Rııma11İı111; Hll 
mcan 'Whitc Ca.st.lc'. Tlıc 
oldesc parts d�ı ce from ıhc 
14th-J Sth ccntıırics aııd 
were bui/t by ehe Gemıc.'\c 
or J\1.oldavians, t/ıc oııter 
walls being erected by tht· 
ıWoldavia11s ;111d Ottonrnns 
in ehe lSt/1-/?ch ccnturic.-;. 
le was oııc of ehe stroııgesı 
Ottoman milicary bascs 
ııol'tlı oftlıe Bfack SeH. 
(Odc.<;sa An:haculogic:ı I 
Museum, Ukmiııe) 



leathcr tunic worn by cooks and could reflect the 
culinary origins ofıminy Janissary ranks. Beneath the 
coat is a decorated leather apron \\'İth a brass fringe. 

F2: Başçavuş offıcer ofthird rank, 16th-18th 

centııries -
�\s a more senior officer, the Başçavuş wcars an even 
more elahorate uniform, including a huge feather 
plume thrust into thc front of his strangely folded 
Üskif/hat. 1 Iis coat has falsc skeves that are so long 
they are crosscd bchind his back and then tossed over 
his shouldcrs. Thc almost transparent shirt that 
hangs bcncath his kaftan was reserved for officers of 
elite units or for those who served close to the Sultan. 

FJ: Kethüda Bey offıcer 
The Bijrk Janissary cap of this officer is turned to thc 
side and pinned in place with a plumc-holdcr that 
might be a çelenk gallantry medal. He wears a fur­
trimmed tennure, a garment originally associated with 
dervishes, and beneath it a coat with puffed sleeves (a 
fashion that hecame incrcasingly popular in the pe­
riod) and a long cotton göm/ele shirt. As a senior 
officer scrving in the Palace, he is also entitled to 

\rear ycllow rather than red shoes. 

Plate G: Commanding offıcers 

G 1:  Yeniçeri Ağası Commander of tlıe 

janissary Corps 
The official costume of the Yeniçeri Ağası was sim­
pler than that of some lesser officers, though his 
clothes would ha ve been of the finest fabric. He was 
distinguishecl by an abunclance of expensivc fur, a 
large turban and highly decorated wcapons, some 
here being held by an assistant. The gilded and 
cnamelled mace is a symbolic wcapon indicating the 
. iğa's rank, and the elaborate cicik, thc breast-shaped 
gilded copper helmet, would have given little real 
protection. 

G2: Orta Kethüdası Janissary offıcer 

\Vhether the two plumcs in this officer's hat indicate 
rank or gallantry is unknown. His uniform is similar 
to that of a number of middle-ranking staff officcrs, 
and includes very long, false sleeves, which are 
crossed behind his back. The close similarity among 
uniforms suggests that headgear was thc most impor­
tant inclication of status and role; pcrhaps also that 

'J ııgglers a11d acroba es in 
the Ok ı\!leydan ', from thc 
Surnaıne-i Vehbi of 
c. 1 720-30. By the 18th 
centııry the ]aııissary Ocak 
had dcclincd from irs 
earlier military prowess 
but was stili uscd to policc 
tlıe streets of major cities 

like lsta11bııl. Here 
]anissarics form a cordon 
arourıd tJıe kirıd of 
traditioııal Turkislı 
entercııiners rhac ıvere 
famous as far afield as 
lcaly and Rus.çhı . (ı\!l.ç. 
Ahmet 3593, f.8./a, Topkapi 
Lib., lstanbul) 

somc ranks wcrc thc samc in scniority but differed in  
function. 

GJ: Haseki Ağası Commander o[the Sııltan 's 
infantry gııard, 18tlı century 
This figure again indicates how Janissary uniforms 
became more elaborate as the fighting capability of 
the Janissary Ocak declined. An intcrcsting - and 
perhaps new - fashion was thc flat-toppcd.fes or 'fcz', 
with a dark tassle on top. This wa� of Byzantine 
Greek rather than Turkish origin, and was to become 
thc uniform hat of thc Ottoman army cluring the 19th 
ccntury. in addition to a leather briefcase for official 
papers ancl a decorated leather water-bottle, this 
scnior officer is armed with a dagger, ayatağan sword 
and a Turkish flintlock musket. 
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Pla te H: Religious support 
Hl: Orta Imam ba ttalion chaplain 
Religious support in  the Janissary Ocak was morc like 
that seen in the Protestant north rathcr than the 

Catholic south of Europc becausc of its simplicity 
and lack of pomp. This was rdlccteJ in the plain 
uni fornı worn by thc scnior Ocak imam and his staff 
of Orta Imams. Only the Imam's simple green Külah 

hat, with its small, neat turban, and perhaps his beard 
indicated his religious role. The Musliın Holy Book, 
or Qur'an, was kept dust-free in a cloth bag and 
carried in the leather satchel. 

D 
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Axes and pole-arm.'i: (A-C) 
Battle-axes witlı iron 
lıafts, probably from tlıe 
17tlı-18tlı centuries. Suclı 
weapon.s were used on fiıot 
and 011 lıorseback. Tlıese 

E F 

c 

were given to ehe Bektaşi 
dervislıes as religious 
o/Terings. (Bektaşi 
iWııseıım, village ofHaci 
Bectaş near Kırşehir). (D­
E) Various inflmtry po/e­
arms as used by 
Jaııiss;uies and otlıer 
Turkish infantry (Bektaşi 
Museum, village ofHaci 
Bektaş near Kırşehir). (F) 
Ottoman version of tlıe 
ltalian infantry roncone, 
made in tlıe 16tlı century 
by J\!Iıılıamınad Nez'Jıi. 
(Askeri Müze, inv. 490, 
Istanbul). (G-1) Ba rtle ;1xes 
ofthe 16tlı-18th centuries. 
(Askeri Miize, Iswııbul) 
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H2: Bektaşi dervish 

rr the spiritual support offcrcd by orthodox J maıns 

"·as too intellectual for ordinary soldiers, they could 
turn to Bektaşi dcrvishes, who had close links with 
the Janissary Ocak. Their religion m1s of a much 
more mysti1::al, sometimes 'homespun' and rclaxed 
type. Comparcd to the stark and puritanical uniform 
of thc official !111aııı, this Bektaşi has almost ali the 

� mbolic objects associated with his scct: a ,·est cut in 
a woman's style; a buffalo horn on a leather strap; a 
plaitcd leather horse-halter around his waist beneath 
his sash; a rosary of 100 woodcn bcads; a teslim taşi or 
' ·urrender stone' of whitc alabaster, with 12 grooves 
and 12 points; a girdlc of white wool; and an axe 
dccorated with a Qpr 'anic verse and a religious pocm . 

HJ: Kulluk ofthc Ellialtı Neferi, patrolman of 
56th Orta, 18th century 

The Janissary Corps always had a public-ordcr role 
in lstanbul, but in later years some units opcratcd as 
little morc than a loca! police force. Thc Ellialtı or 
56th Orta, for example, were rcsponsible for the 
'Produce and Fruit Pier' whcrc fresh food was 
brought to the capital. Though he stili has a Yatağan 

sword, this man's heavy trunchcon was probably 
morc uscful for such duties. 

Plate I: Mehter military band 
Il: Mehterbaşı Ağa conductor 
Thc uniforms of the Mehterhane military band dif­
fcrcd from those of Europcan military bands in onc 
important feature: whcrcas Vlestern armies made 
thcir bandsınen look magnificent, the Turks did the 
opposite, giving musicians plain uniforms. Evcn the 
conductor shown here has a coat of simplc shape 
(though of magnificent fabric). His Külah hat is red, 
like that of lcadcrs of instrumental scctions. The 
çevJ;an with which he keeps time is a more elaborate 
version of that used by somc ı Cüs. Larger çevJ;ans 

would later be ac\opted by various central European 
armics, where they were known as 'jinglingJohnnics'. 

'Wrestlcrs'; Ottoma11 
minin cures a//Jum, c. 1650-
85. Apart from beiııg a 
ınili tary exercise, 
wrcst1İl1g was the mo.c;e 
popular speceator spol't iıı 
ehe Ottoma11 Empire. le 
was waeched by both me11 
and woıneıı, ehough ehe 

two groııps were kept 
strictly separated. This 
picrurc also slıows tlıe 
typical Ottoman haiı·cut, 
i11 wlıiclı tlıe eııtfre lıead 
was slıa ved except for a 
small tııft oıı top. (Privaee 
collecıion) 

'Wcapons bazaar iıı 
lsıanbul'; Ottoman 
miniarurcs albıım, c. 1650-
85. Suc/1 albums showing 
Otto111a11 life a11d costıtme 
were made for Europcan 
visi tors. Tlıeir artistic 
quality is low bur rhcy 

include ineeresting [llJU 
lmmorous details mrely 
found in ı11ore seriııw; 
Ottoı11an miniatııre 
painıing. This .�hop selis 
sıvords, daggers, arclıery 
equipn1ene, macc.·s and 
clorlıcs. (Private collection) 

12: Zurnazen cfariııet player 
Of ali the instruments used by thc Melıterlıaııe, the 

:::.uma or oriental clarinet gavc thc most distinctive 
sound . lt was madc of plum or apricot wood and was 
basically the samc as a mcdieval European chalımıeaıı. 

The Zuma:::.erı himself wears a plain cübbe coat, baggy 
şahıar trousers, a broad şal cummcrbund and the blue 
hat of an ordinary musician. 

13: J\llchtcr Ağ·ası ufKöszen, Jeader ofkeulc­

drum scction 
As an Ağa or leader of a musical section, this kcttlc­
drummcr has a red hat. The only other distinctivc 
featurcs are the riding boots, worn bccausc he is a 
member of a mountecl banc\. Kijs (massive kettle-
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lnterior ofa farge a11d 
highly dccora tcd /ate 1 7th 
cenwry Onoman tene as 
used by sc11ior 
con1mander.<; on 
camp;1ig11. (ılskcri Miizc, 
lstanbul). Detail ofthe 

janiss;11')' fa11tcr11 hanging 
in the tent. it.o; paper 
covel'iııg is pai11ted witlı 

tlıe emblem ofthe -ltlı 
Orta ofthe Bostancı 
Bölük. (ılskel'i Miizc, 
lstanhul) 

drums) had been used to inspire Islamic armics an<l 
tcrrify their enemies for a thousand years, an<l it was 
common for them to be mounted on camels so that 

thcy could accompany an army İnto battle. 

Plate]: Support pcrsonncl 

Pla te]l: Aşçı cook 
To describe an Aşçı or 'cook' as support personnel 
could be misleading as thc tcrm rcfcrrcd to a 
Janissary junior officer or NCO. It was, howcvcr, 
rooted in the Janissary Ocak's early history. On 
parade the Aşçıs carried an Orta 's most prized symbol 

- its Ka:::.an or great cooking pot. The uniform of this 
Aşçı suggests that he dates from the 18th century. His 
short jackct is of the mintan type, worn over a yele/..., 

waistcoat tuckcd into cxccptionally baggy trousers, 
the lower parts of which arc sccurcd by fabric garters. 

}2: Orta Sakası ba ttalion water-carrier 
Several illustrations show Saka water-carricrs wcar­
ing thick leather jackets that are shorter than thosc 
worn by an Usta. The almost 'winged' leather collar 
may ha ve served as shoulder pads for carrying heavy 
wcights such as a large leather water-bottle. The 
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object resembling a camel-whip might have kept 
thirsty soldiers at bay. This man also has the symbol 
and number of the 1 5th Cemaat Orta tattooed on his 
arm. 

]3: Bostancı Aşçısı 'cook ', j unior officer ofa 

Bostancı battalion 

Üne dctail of this uniform that Jistinguishe<l the 
Bostancı division was a bag-like red Barata cap, 
though this was also worn by some Palace servants. 
The fact that a Bostancı Aşçısı was sometimes shown 
with a cloth over his shoulder and several bags in his 
hand suggests that he was stili involved in cooking 
the unit's meal, if only in a supervisory role. 

]4: Woman From Mitilini, 16th ccntury 
Thc fcmalc costumc of arcas such as thc Acgcan 
islands rctaine<l scvcral prc-Ottoman fcaturcs. Thc 
overall cut of this woman 's drcss rccalls that of 
Renaissance Italy, but the peak on her hat, designed 
to avoid a peasant-like tan, was adopted by upper­
class ladies in many parts of the Ottoıtıan Empire. 

Pla te K: The Bostancı Corps 

Pla te Kl: Bostancı Binbaşı, 18th century 
Thc basic Bostancı uniform was red, the Binbaşı's 

status bcing shown by thc fullncss of his coat, its long 
slccvcs an<l thc thickly cmbroidcrcd, gold 'frogging' 



Tlıe Qa hı ·�ı I' al l fasa fort, 
built in J7j7-7-I co proıecı 
tlıe .<>ıratı:gic military road 
:.ıcross tlıejordımian de.�erl' 
frmn D:ımascus to Aqaba 
011 tlıe Reel Sea. Like 
earlicr Ottuman 
forti ficıHioııs, ic wa.o;­
sırictly liınctional. Thc 
cntrıwce to the Qpla 'at al 
1-Ja.�a w:ıs, /ıowcı·er, 
deconırecl wiı'lı a seriı:.o; of 
simplc picnırcs ofslıips iıı 
a style simi far to tlw.�ı: on 
ı::ırly mcdicval Egyptiıııı 
paper 'good luck clıarms'. 
(author's plıotograph) 

down the front. Thc largc t rcndı-mortar that thesc 
officers are studying was among several extnıordi­
nary weapons uscd succcssfu tly by Ottoman infanlry 
in siegc warfarc. it  threw grenades, and was cockcd 
and Lhcn fircd by pulling two separate cords. 

K2: Bostancı Nefer soldier ofthc Jrd raıık, 
1 7th ccntury 
This Bostancı Nefer or ordinary soldicr may ha ve the 
clOLhcs a soldier wore when working, rathcr than 
whcn on parade or in actiYe service. I Jc has remoYed 
his tali padded baraıa hat but rctains his takke skull­
cap. The shoulders of his slcc\'clcss front-opening 

'Pıınislıiııg ıı 111ıı11 found 
drunk in public'; Ottoımw 
miniatures ıılbum, c.1650-
85. Jani.�sary units 
inclııded ınen ancl of1iccrs 
specificall_v rcsponsible for 
pıınislıiııg offender.'>. Onc 
of ıhc most co111111011 
forms ofpuni.çhment was 
thc falaka, a sııpple wııncl 
ıısed to beıı ı the s<ıles of :ı 
c<ın victcd man 's feet. 
(Privııte col/ecti<ın) 

ıennure ha \'C black horsc-hair tassels, tlıe significance 
of which is unknown. The outer yellow sash shows 
him to be a soldicr of the 3rd gracle, while the tattoo 
on his arm is that of the 8th Böliik Orıa, perhaps 
originally a naYal or harbour-guard unit. 

KJ: Bostancı Kethüdası officcr 

This Keılıiida, a scnior battalion officcr of a Bostancı 
Biiliik, has a Kıiltllı hat and turban similar to that 
worn by the 1 \!Jelııerlıa11e band. Thc cloublc-brcastcd 
wrap-over kaflan beneath his coat is old-fashioned, 
and the broad-slceY cd cıibhe worn oYcr it is also very 
traditional. l lis � cllow boots show him to belong to 
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An Otto111an ofnccr's 
çevgen, a srnffwirlı 
lıorschair tasscls anda 

. .serie.o;; of.o;;mall bells. le was 
used to kecp time during a 

rccruit'.<; carly tnıining 
aııd by tlıe singers in an 
Otwman Mehterhane or 
milimry band. (Askeri 
ı\!Iüze, l.stanbul) 

an elite unit. The sabre's scabbard has three suspen­
sion rings, enabling it to be hung vertically while on 
foot or at an angle while riding. The flintlock musket 
is of a distinctly Turkish form, developed from an 
earlier matchlock arqucbus of similar shape. 

Plate L: Other infantry forces 
Plate Ll: Levent, late 1 6th century 

The precise uniform of the Levent corps has not been 
identified - perhaps the corps never had one. On thc 
other hand, certain features do seem to have been 
associated with Levents in various Ottoman manu-
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scripts. The most obvious was an extraordinary form 
of cap on which the brim is cut into four flaps. These 
were also worn by artillerymen and people of Balkan 
origin, though haYing the two front flaps tied up 
behind a turban is associated with infantry soldiers. 
Otherwise, this individual's clothes are typical of thc 
Balkan provinces of the Ottoman Empire, while his 
musket and tırpan glaive are spccifically Turkish. 

L2: Azap, 16th-1 7th centuries 
Thc .A:::.aps did ha ve a uniform, though less is known 
about it than about Janissary dress. They wore small, 
tightly wound turbans and the same type of dolama 
coat as the Janissaries. Some manuscripts suggest 
that .Azaps wore green coats, so there was probably 
variation in colour. ünce again, this soldier's weap­
onry reflects the military influences felt in the Otto­
man Empire: his teber axe is similar to those used in 
western Mediterranean countries; his shield is dis­
tinctly Balkan or eastern European; while his şaşka or 
guardless sabrc comcs from thc Caucasus. 

LJ: Sekbanbaşı officer ofthe Sekban corps 

This battalion officer of the Sekban corps wears 
another type of thick leather coat with wing-like 
collars. it too is decorated with metallic additions. 
The fearsome kamçı whip thrust into his belt may 
ha ve been used to control undisciplined troops, but is 
more likely to have been a symbolic relic from the 
days when Sekbaııs really were 'keepers of the Sul­
tan's hunting dogs', and as such would be a mark of 
office. 
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Notcs sur lcs plaııches en cnuleur 

The citaclel at Kars was 
oı1e ofthe mose important 
Ottuman fortificatioııs oıı 
ehe easeern fronl"ier. The 
cliseancc aııd difficulcy of 
commuııical"ions wieh ehe 
centrc ofthc Ottoınaıı 
Empire meant that it 
houscd a powerfııl 
garrisoıı. The citaclel itself 
da tes froın tlıe l 6th 
century, though it was 
streııgtlıened in ehe l 9th 
century. (Auehor's 
plıotograph) 

A 1 1'ous ne possCdons aucunc illustrntioıı Lurqlle dcs Janissaircs au 1-JCınc siCdc. 
Ccuc figurc s'cst inspirCe des dcscriptions Ccritcs. EquipC coınmc un archer 
d'infontcric, il porlc un 'cas<ıuc-nırhan' allongC et un haubcrt c.:ıı maille sow; son 
mantcau. A2 Le cosı-tıınc milit;.ıirc de la fın de l'Cpoque b�·zanıinl' ne conıporıait 
am.:un CICmcnı romain. Cette rcconstiı-ution s'iııspin: de frcsqucs des Ualkans et 
d'un coffrc iıalicn peint. A3 Cette figure s'inspirc d'un ml:laııgc cJ'illuı,,;ıraıions 
ttırco-ir.ınicnııcs et lk dcsuipıions Cı.:ritcs. Son costumc de basc cst cclui d'un 
nomade du 14Cmc-I 5l:mc siCclc. 

Ul Jcunc rccruc dcs Janissaircs. R2 Profrsscur de grandc arn:icnnctC, daııs uıı 
uniforme bien rcconnaissabk. Au licu d'arıncs, il porte un plumier et un crn:ricr 
c.:n(oncCs dans sa ccinrnre. 113 Cette illustr•llion dCpc.:inı un jeunc CIC\'C durant ses 
hcurcs de d�tcnıı::. Son unifnrınc Ctait tres similairc iı <:clui d'un J;ınissairc ordirıairc. 

cı Cc jc.:uııc hommc csı un CJC\'e janissairc. qui porte un uniforınc de dCıcnrc C( un 
choıpcau coniquc inclinl: 'crs l':l\ ant. il porrc un mousquct et son matCrid oıttadıCs iı 
s:ı ccinture. C2 on rccoıın.ıi�sait le� o(fıciers principalcmem iı kur cuunc-chcf. 
T.'ohjt:ı le plııs rcc.:onnaissablc cst la chainc de pc.:tilc.:s dochcs sur un bıiron, milisCc 
pour marqucr le pas cı comnıc marque d1offıcc. C3 Cet officicr Cıait respons.:ıhlc du 
mainticn de l'ordrc et de la punition dcs m:ılfaireurs. il porte dcux bastinados <le 
poids differcnds dans un gramı contcm:ur. 

Dl CcJanissairc porte unc arınurc complCrc er faisait s:ms doutc putic d\ın corps 
d'Cliıc utilisC conıme ıroupcs d\ıssaut. Notc.:.1. son rnsquc ırCs dCcoraıif et �on 
armurc souplc en maillcs et plaqucs. D2 l .es C4uİpö d'assaut <lt:s Janissaircs 
comport;ıicnt Cgakıncnt dcs archcrs. Cc sold�u pone Cgalcmcnt un rudiıncntairc 
mancelet de siCgc en bois. 03 l .c troisiCınc Cll:mcnr dans une unitC d'a�s:nıt de.: 
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Farbtafelıı 
Al Aus dcın 14. Jahrhun<lnı sind lcint: türkischcn -\hhildungcıı wm J:mitscharen 
überliefert. lJiesc l"igur wur(k schriftlichcn .\uf1:c.:idınuııgc.::n nadı cmpfundcn. Er 
isı .:ıls Hogcn'it.:hiitze der lnfonteric ausg<.:�t•Htct und tragt cincn gcrüsdıtcn 
'' .. furbanhclm" s<l\\ İt: cinen Panzcrsc.:huri' unter seiııem \\'affenrock. A2 Dic 
spiüh� zanıinischc ,\ lilit;.ırbcklcidung 1:cigt kcincrlci rümischc Einflüssc. 1 >icsc 
Rckonstruktion beruht :tuf \\'andm:ılcrcic:n aus dem Balkan und cinc.:r hcmahcıı 
İlalicnischcn Truhc. A3 1 )icsc Figur b:ısien atıf eincr Kombin:ıtion ,·on turkisch­
irani�chen .\liınuslriptillustraıiont:n uml sdıriftlichcn Aufzeichnungen. Scine 
(jrundbckleidung cntspricht dc.:r c.:inc.:s ıürlisdıcn '\Joınadcn aııs dem H. 
bc1ichungsweise 15.  jahrhuııdcrt. 

BI Dic'c tlbhildung zcigı cincn jungen Rekruıcn der Jaııiıscharcıı. B2 Hicr sichı 
ınan cincn dicnsüiltcrcn T .chrcr in dt:r t.:haraktcrisıist.:hcn Lniform. Anstelle ,·on 
\\:ıffen hat er cin kombinicrtcs Schrcibnüppchcıı mil Tinıenfal1 ht:i sich, da'i in 
scincm Gürtcl ı;tcckt. 133 L>iese :\hbildung Z(:İg:t ciııcn jungcıı .\uszubil ckııdcn 
auf3a Dicnst. Scinc l.;niform cnı'iprichr in �roben Ztigen der cincs gcırn.:incn 
Sold;ıtcıı der Jaııiısclıamı. 

Cl Hci diesenı jungen .\ Ltnn h;,mdl'lt c:s sich um cincn Janitsdıarcıı-1.chrling:, dt:r 
Uic Klcidung fiir aullcr Dicn!,t triigı sowie einen noch 'orne gcschobc:nc:n kegcl­
formigcıı f-lut. Er hat dic.: .\luslcıicr·A.usrlisıung hci sich, dic an seiner Sch�rpc 
befestigt ist. C2 Dil· untcrschicdlichcn R:ingc der Offızit:n: warcn haupı.;achlidı 
durt.:h dic Kopfbedeclmng er�ichtlich. lns Augc sticht dic Glockchc.:nlcttc.: oın cincnı 
Sıah, dic so\\ ohl dazu dienıe, hcim \ 1arı;chicren das Tempo \Orzugchcn �tls oım:h als 
R•tngırn.:rkınal. C3 Dic.:�cr Offi1.icr ,, ar rnr die Aufrcchıcrhalıung der Ordnung und 
die Uesrrafung YOi\ �lissttatcrn ,·cranl\\Ortlidı.  Er hat Z\\Cİ Aastonaden unıer­
'chicdlichcn Gcwichıs in einenı grollcn Udıiiltcr bci siclı. 
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Janissaircs Ctait lcs mousquetaires. On en voit un İci portant un Cnorme lcanon de 
tranchCcs' tanı redourC par lcs cnnemis ottomans. 

El Ce jeune officicr J>Ortc un turban ClancC et diverses parties de son cosıume sont 
brudecs e1 bordces de fourrure. l l  porre la hannic!rc de erin de son unite. E2 Le 
ııorıc-<'ıcndard dcpeinr ici porte un ki:pi haur, ici sans lcs enormes panaches por1i:s 
lors des parades. F.3 Au l 8eme sieclc, de nonıbrcuses troupes ne por1aienı plus les 
chapeaux propres 3UX Janissaircs mais des turb:ıns tres colorCs. L'Cnormc hache a 
longuc lame munie d'unc pointe de lance restaiı une arme communc de l'infanterie. 

f 1 En plus de ce chapeau ordinaire de Janissoire avcc son panache, ceı offider porıe 
le nıanrcau de cuir ıravaillc er ıcint associe avec son rang. F2 Ceı officier de plus 
hauı rang porte un uniforme encore plus tnv:ıi!IC, :ıvec un Cnormc panache de 
plumcs cnfoncC dans son couvre-chef curicu!\ClllCnl pliC. F3 Le couvre-chef de 
Janissaire de cet officier esı porıe de côıc eı nıaintcnu en place par une hroche qui 
pourrait Ctre une mCdaillc de bra,·oure. En tant qu'offider de hauı nıng, il est 
cgalcmcnl habil itc :'ı portcr des chaussures jaunes plulÔl que rougcs. 

GI Conınıandant du Corps de Janissaires. Ses \Clenıenıs sont en rissu de la plus 
grande qualire et se disıinguenı par une abondancc de fourrure cnüteuse. Ses armcs 
sonı richcmcnl dt'.:corCcs, ccrtaines sont portCes par un assistant. G2 On ne sair pas 
si lcs dcux panaches du couvre-chef <le ctl officicr indiqucnt son rang ou sa 
brO\'Oure. La grande similariıi: des deux uniformcs suggerenr que le coU\re-chef 
etait l'indicaıinn la plus importanre du rang et du rôle. G3 \..eııe figurc nıonrre 
cncorc unc fois commcnt lcs uniformes des Janİ!\�--aires dc,•inrcnt plus compliquCs 
lorsque le rôlc combattanı de ce curps diminua. Une mode inıeressante (eı peu1-<tre 
nouvelle) est le 'fez', cıui dC\ inı le cou,·re-chcf de l'uniforme de l'armce oııoınanc 
au l 9i:me siecle. 

Hl Cc1 auınônier de bataillon porte un simple uniformc. Seul le couvre-chef verı, 
avcc son petit turban, et pt:uı-Ctre sa harbe, indiqucnt son röle religieux. H2- Si le 
soutien spirituel nrıhndoxe offcrı ctait trop intellectuel pour les solda1s ordinaires, 
ils pouvaient se tourncr \'Crs les derviches, cıui �" aient d'Ctroits rapports avec les 
Janissaircs. H3 le Corps des Janissaires remplissait ıoujours un rôle de maintien de 
l'ordrc public a lstaboul. NnlCl la lourde matraquc, utile pour ce lra\ ail. 

11 L'uniforme de l'orchcstrc militaire Ccait assez simple, le contnire des armCes 
occi<lcnıalcs. �ICmc le chef d'orchestn; dCpcinı ici, porte un manteau de forme 
simplc (nıais d'une eıofTe magnifique). 12 Parnıi tous les insmımenıs uıilises par 
l'orchcstre, la clarincııc oricmalc avait le son le plus reconnaiss:ıblc. 13 D'Cnormcs 
tambours avaient CıC utilisCs pour donner couragc aux armCcs islamiques depuis 
mille ans el ils Ctaicnt souvent monrt!s sur dcs chameaux pour pouvoir accompagner 
lcs arnıces sur le champ de baıaille. 

Jl L'uniforme <le cc cuisinicr suggCre qu'il remonte au IStmc siCclc. Durant les 
paradc•, l'enorme chaudron ctait le symbole le plus prise d'une unitc. J2 Ce porıeur 
d'cau porte une Cpaisse veste de cuir a'ec un grand col qui Crair peuı-etre uıilise 
coınme epauleııes lorsqu'il ıransporıait sa lourcle charge. j3 Ce jcune officier 
participaiı pcut-Ctrc cncore :t la prepararion dcs rcpas <le l'unitC, mCme si c'Ctait en 
qualiıc de superviseur. J4 Le ms1umc fcminin de regions telles <ıue lcs ilcs Egce 
conservait plusieurs caractCristiqucs prC-onomancs. 

K 1 'oıcz l'uniforme cnıicrcmenı rouge, l'amplcur du nıanıc-Ju eı les brandebourgs 
d'or richcment brodes rouı au long du de\3nr dece cosıume d'officier. K2 il se peur 
quc ce simple soldaı porte les \etements d'un soldat au ıravail plutlıı que l'uniforme 
de paracle ou de combaı. K3 Ce hauı offieicr de haıaillon apparticnı :l une unite 
d'Cliıe. il examine un gros morıier ele tranchces qui lançait dcs grenades. 

LI L'uniforme illustn! id suggerc forıcmcnı des influences clcs Halkans alors que 
son nıousqueı et son glaiıe sonr specifiquemenı turcs. L2 Les arınes de ce soldat 
rcf1Cten1 les influcnccs 31'oeuvre dans l'Empirc Ottoman. Ccrtains mamıscrits 
suggCrcnt dcs manteaux \'Crts mais il)  a\aİt sans doutc dcs ,·ariarions de couleur. L3 
Ceı officicr de bataillon porte un auıre type d'cpais manteau de cuir O\CC un grand 
col et dCcori: d'e!Cments mCtalliques. Son foueı impressionnant Ctait pcut-Ctre 
urilisi: pour contrôler lcs rroupes indi.ciplinh'!. mais il csı plus probable <ıu'il 
s'agisse d'une relique symbolique. 
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O 1 Oieser Janiıschar ıriıı in koınplctter Rüstung auf und gehörı wahrscheinlich 
einer Elireıruppe an, dic als Angriffskorps clienıe. Man beachıc seincn öuOersl 
schmückenden l lelm und den biegsamen Kenen- und Schildpanzer. 02 Zu den 
AngrifTsıruppen der Janiıseharcn zahltcn auch Bogenschüızen. Dieser Soldat rriigt 
cinen simplcn, hölzcrncn Bclagerungsschuızschild bei sich. 03 Oas driıtc Elcmenı 
eincr AngrifTstruppe der Janitscharen waren die \1uskeLİere. Auf dicser ı\bbildung 
ist einer ,·on ihnen mir einem riesigen "Granatenge"chr" abgcbildct, das von den 
Feinclen der Osmanen sehr gefurehıe1 wurdc. 

E 1 Oicscr rangniedrige Offizier tritgt einen kessen Turban, und \'crschicdenc Teilc 
seiner Oekleidung sind besrickt und mil Pclz hcseızı. Er lragı das RoOhaar-Baııner 
seiner Einheiı. E2 Der hier alıgchilde1e Sıandarıcnrröger trögt cine Mürze ohne den 
üppigcn Federbusclı, der bci Paraden aufgeseızı wurde. E3 im 18. Jahrhunderı 
Lrugen vicle Truppen nicht mehr den eigenılichen Janit,charen-Hu1, sondern 
neigıen zu aurf:illigen Turbanen. Die ge11ahigc, langklingigc Axr mit ciner 

roOspirn blieb weiıerhin cine gangige Infan1eriewafTe. 

Fi Zusalllich zu seinenı gewohnlichen Janirscharen-1 luı mit Federhu>ch i;ı dicser 
Offizicr mit dem Mantel aus gegerbtem und gef:irbıcm Leder bcklcidcr, der scincm 
Rang zukommı. F2 Oieser hiiherc Offizicr ırag1 cine noch aufwendigere Uniform, 
einschlicOlich cines ricsigen Federbuschs, der in den merkwürdig gefalıcıcn Huı 
gesıcckı ist. F3 Die Janitscharen-Mütze dieses Offiziers isı seihı iirrs aufgesıcckı 
und mir einem Federbuschhalıer bcfes1igr, hei dem es sich untcr Umsıanden um 
eine Tapferkeitsmedaille handelı. Als hohercr Offizier ist er auch berechtigt, gdbe 
ansıaıı der roten Schuhe zu tragen. 

G 1 Dieses Uild zeigt den Befohlshabcr des Janiıscharcnkorps. Seine Klcider sind 
aus feinsıem Tuch und zeichnen sich durch aufwendigen Besatz aus teurem Pelz 
aus. Seine \Vaffen sind uppig vcrzicrt, und hier wcrden einige von cirıt:m Diener 
geıragen. G2 Ob dic beiden Federbüsche auf dem l lul dicscs Offizi_çrs seinen Rang 
oder Tapforkeit bezeichnen, isı nichı hekannı. Die aufTallcnde Ahnlichkeit der 
vniformcn legt nahc, Jafl der Rang und die Funktion in ersıer Linie clurch 
unıcrschiedliche Kopfbcdeckungen angezeigt wurde. G3 Diese figur macht erneuı 
deuılich, in welchem ı\lalle die Uniformen der Jani1scharen immcr kunm·oller 
wurden, je mehr die kampferi,chc Leisrung dcs Korps' nachlicB. Eine interessante 
- und viellcichı ncue - �lodc zeigl den "Fes", der im Verlauf des 19. Jahrhunderls 
1.um Uniformhut der osmanischcn Armce wurde. 

H l  Dieser Uataillonsgeisıliche ıriigı cine einfaclıe, eiııfarbige Uniform. Lediglich 
der grüne 1 luı miı dem klcineıı, uııauffalligcıı Turban, und vielleichı sein Hart 
dcuıen auf scinc rcligiosc Funkıion hin. 1 12 Falls der orthndoxc gcis1liche 
Zuspruch fur dic gemeincn Soldaten zu hochırabcnd 11ar, so konnıcıı sie sich an die 
Derwische wenden, die dem Jani1scharenkorps eng 'erbundcn waren. 113 Dem 
Janiıscharcnkorps fiel in ls1aııbul srets die Rolle zu, für öffenıliche Ordnung zu 
""gen. Man bcaehte den schwercn Schlagstock, der sich bei solcherı Aufgabcn als 
rccht nutzlich erwies. 

11 L.lie Uniformen der Mili1iirkapclle woren im Gegensatz zu denen der wesılichen 
ı\rmeen cher unaufT:illig. Selbst eler hier abgchildcıc Dirigenı ırögt ciııen Rock 
einfacher Macharı (wenn auch aus besıem Tuch). 12 Von ali den lnstrumenten, clie 
die K:ıpelle einsetzıe, crzeugıe dic oricntalischc Kfarinette den eigentlimli<.:hstcn 
Klang. 13 Ricsige Kcssclpauken waren seir tausend Jahren eingesetzt \\Ordcn, um 
islamischc Armeen anzufeuern, und es war gang und gabc, sic auf Kamelen 
fesrzuschnallen, so dafl sie miı der ı\rmce in die Schlacht ziehen konnten. 

J 1 Die Uniform diescs Kochs legt nahe, daB er im 18. Jahrhun<lerı aıızusicdcln isı. 
Bei der Paradc stellre der groBe Kochtopf das hoch gcscha1zıe Symbol einer Einheit 
dar. J2 Dieser Wasscrıriigcr ıriigı cine dicke Lcderjacke mit einem 
uKlappenkragen'1, <lcr unter Umst3ndcn bcim Tragcn der schweren \Vaı;serflasdıe 
ols Schulıcqıolsıer dientc. J3 Oieser rangniedrige Offizier war unıcr Umsıandcn 
noch mir der Zubereitung der ı\lahlzeiıen für dic Einhci1 bcırauı, sci es auch in 
einer rein überwachenden Funk1ion. J4 Oie Klcidung der Frauen in Gebieren wie 
erw:ı <len Ag3ischen Inscln ,,jcs mchrere ı\1erkmale aus der pr-3osmanischcn Zeiı 
auf. 

Ki Man beachte die cinfarhig role Uniform, den weiıen Schnitt des IVafTenrocks 
und den reich bcstickıcn, goldforbcncn uSchnurbesatz" an der Vordcrscitc der 
Bekleidung dieses Offizicrs. K2 Oieser gemeine Solıloı ıragı unıer Ums!Onden die 
ı\rbciısklcidung eines Soldaten und nichı Jic, dic bei Paradcn oder im akriven 
Oicnst angelegt wurcle. KJ Dic.er höherc Baraillonsoffizier gehörı zu einer 
Eliıeeinheir. Er isı dabci, einen grollcn Granarwerfer zu überprüfen. 

LI Oie hier abgebildete Uniform ,·erweisr cleuılich auf einen balkanischcn EinfluB, 
wahrend die Muskete und clas Hreiı.schwert eindcuıig ıurkischer Herkunft sind. L2 
llic \Vaffen dieses Soldaıcn >piegcln die Einflusse, die im osmanischen Rcich 
spürhar wurdcn. in einigen Manuskripten rauchen grüne \Vaffenröcke auf, doch 
war die Farbgebung wahrscheinlich unıerschie<llich. L3 Diescr S.ııaillonsoffizier 
ıragt cine andersarıige, dicke T.cderjacke mil klappenartigem Kragen, die mit 
,\ıter:all?tıgaben n:r.lİert ist. Seinc furchtcinfloBende Peirsche könnte zur 
Disziplinicrung der Truppcn gedienı haben, doch isı es wahrscheinlicher, dafl es 
sich dabci um cin symbolisches Uberbleibsel handelı. 
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