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FRAN CO CALAMANDREI Communist member of the ltalian 
Senate, member of the Parliamentary Assembly 

of the Council of Europe 

" . . . the ways an d means of counterin g sub­
versive vio l en ce must be compatible with the 

prin ciples of democracy an d human rights 
but at the same time they must be ac- • 

compan ied and backed by a development of 
democracy and of citizen participation in 

every country . . . " 

For the  f i rst t i m e  t h e  respon s i b i l i t i es  and prob lems i nvo l ved 

in defen d i ng democracy aga i n st terror ism in Europe were d i s ·  
cu ssed in  Strasbou rg ,  at t h e  i n st i gat i o n  of  the  Parl i mentary 

Asse m b l y  of the  Cou n c i l o f E u rope,  from 1 2  to 1 4  November 

1 980, at a conference att e n d ed by representat i ves of the  As­
semb ly  i tse l f ,  of the European Parl i ament ,  of  the Western Eur­
opean U n i o n  Assem b l y  and o f  many nat iona l  par l i aments ,  as 

we l l  as by expert s  desig n at ed by n u merous  member govern­

ments ,  emi nent  scho l ars and  author i tat i ve spokesmen of 

l eg a l ,  soc ia l  and c u l t u ra l  i n st i t u t ions .  Th i s  can be seen as a 
f i rst step towards t h e  broader  and more m u l t i p l e  poo l i ng of 
exper ience beween a l l  t he  n at iona l  and i nternat iona l  forces 

of democracy on o u r  s i d e  of Eu rope w i t hout  wh i c h  i t  is hence­

forth c l ear that not h i ng more can be ach i eved ag ai nst s u bver­

s i ve v io lence .  

Events  i n  recent  months in  a g rowi ng  n u m ber  of member 
co unt r i es have brought  out  even more the exacerbat ion  and 
the  spread of te

'rror i st b loodshed and v io l ence ,  t he  reappear­

ance of i ts  desp icab le  rac i a l i st and ant i sem i t i c  overtones 

and the  dest ruct ive effects t h at i t s  esca lat i o n  can have on de­

mocrat i c  freedo m s .  in the d ramat i c  l i gh t  of these facts ,  the  
con ference was  u n a n i mo u s  that ,  whatever name terror i sm 

went  by,  the one and on ly  p u rpose of i t s  e m i ssar ies i n  West ­

ern E u rope i s  to destroy t h e  representat ive and p l u ra l i st de­
mocracy that has g rown out of our h i story toget her w i th  the  

poss i b i l i ty of free po l i t i ca l , economic  and soc ia l  deve l opment 

i t  offers .  

From th is  observat ion the conference derived c lear conf i rm­
at ion  of the conv ict i o n  - t h at the p r i m ary and v i ta l  duty of  

ou r  count r ies i n  t h e  face  of  th is  enemy i s  to com bat i t ,  c rush  

i t  and put a stop to i t s  c r i m i n a l act ion .  That i s  the  o n l y  way to  

save democracy, t h at i s  the  o n l y  way to f i nd  a democrat i c  so l ­

u t ion  to the  cr i s i s  of  o u r  soc iety ,  w i th  i t s  econom i c ,  soc i al 

and nat iona l i st i c  tens ions  on wh ich  the  forces of terror ism 
p l ay and put pres s u re .  

EDITORIAL 

How then ,  by what means ,  can o u r  democrat i c  system de­

fend i tse l f  from terror i st s u bvers ion  and at the same t i m e  re­
m a i n  t rue to i t se l f  and g uarantee t h e  r ig hts and f reedoms 

t h at are  i ts  very fo u ndat i o n  but wh ich  terror ism wou l d  l i ke to 
force i t  to deny and v io late? That was the  bas i c  prob lem 

under ly i ng  f rom start to f i n i sh  the  var ious " g roups of  

quest ions"  i nto w h i ch the  genera l  theme of the  conference 

was s u bd iv ided : lega l  q uest ions ,  pol i t i ca l  q uest ions ,  sec ur i ty  
quest ions ,  respon s i b i l i ty  of the  mass med i a  and of c u l t ura l  
and educat iona l  i n st i tut ions; co-operat i o n  among o u r  cou n ­
t r i e s  to com bat ter ror ism . 

How can a ba lance be st ruck  between a reso l ute and effec­
t i ve r i poste by our states to terro r i sm and a coherent demo­

crat i c  r i poste so t h at - and t h i s  is the  po i nt - ne i t her of t h e  

t w o  carr ies more w e i g h t  to the  det r i ment  a n d  h i ndrance of  

the other? 

The deeper and more s i g n i f i cant aspect of the  success t h e  

conference ach i eved l i es perhaps i n  t h e  very broad consen­
sus  t h roughout  t h e  debate reg ard i n g  the  dec i s i ve i m portance 

of st r i k i n g  such a bal ance i f  t he  repress ion  of terror ism i s  to 

h ave the strength  and f i rm ness essen t i a l  for i t  to t r i u m ph i n  

t h i s  part o f  t h e  wor l d .  Th i s  means - as was sa id  on many 
s ides - that t h e  ways and means of cou nter i ng  subvers i ve 

v io l ence m ust be compat i b l e  w i th  t h e  p r i nc i p les  of democ­

racy and backed by a deve lopment of democracy and of c i t i ­

zen part i c i pat ion  in every country a s  wel l as b y  an i n ten s i f i ­
cat ion  of  i nternat i o n a l  co-operat ion  b y  Western Europe i n  t h e  
matter o f  leg i s l at i o n ,  j u d i c i a l  act ion ,  ext rad i t i o n ,  mass-med i a  
po l i cy and operat i o n s  ag a i n st t h e  morta l  t h reat t h at terro r i sm 

rep resents .  
These shared conv ict ions  that emerged from the confer­

ence make it an i m portant stepp ing -stone to fut u re more 

effect i ve co-operat ion  aga i n st terror i s m  by the  Co unc i l o f  

Europe count r ies .  i t  w i l l  be  fo r  o u r  Assem b ly  a t  i ts  Jan uary 

sess ion to con s i d e r  more spec i f i ca l l y  the  m ach i nery t h at 
m i g h t  be needed to that end .  
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Eighteenth century architecture by the visionary C/aude-Nicolas Ledoux at the raya/ salt-works, Arc-et-Senans (France) 

CULTURE 

Future shock 
A workshop on "Cultural development, 

lifestyles and future societies" was he/d 

in Arc-et-Senans from 22 to 25 October, 

organised jointly by the Council of Eur­

ope and the magazine "Futurib/es". 

The workshop ref l ects an amb i t ion  as 
vast as i t  i s  vag ue .  After con s ider i ng  the  
econom i c  prob lems of fut u re deve lop­
ment at ear l ie r  meet i ngs ,  Mr  H u g ues de 
Jouven e l  from Futuribles suggested 
that t h i s  year the  sen ior  c i v i l  servants ,  
academ ics  and research workers p re­
sent s h o u l d  ref l ect on what was at stake 
in the Eu rope of the fu tu re :  what act ion 
shou ld  be taken. 

The Cou n c i l of Europe,  w h i c h  is t h i n k­
i n g  about s i m i l ar q uest i o n s  i s  prepar­
ing to d raft a European C u l t u ra l  Charter 
wh ich  t ranscends st r ict l y  local con­
cerns and def ines  a com mon set of 
bas ic  c u lt u ra l  val ues and r i gh ts  tor the  
average Eu ropean. 

The part i c i pants somet i mes appeared 
l ack i ng  in ent h u s i asm,  a l most as 
though long-range forecast i n g  and fut u r­
o logy were mark i n g  t i me. Soc i a l  i n no­
vat i o n ,  in w h i c h  so many hopes were 
p l aced a few years back, seemed per­
haps somew h at out -of-date.  i t  ap peared 
that the t i m e  had come to abandon fut u r­
i st i c  scenar ios and concent rate rather  
on the  p ract ica l  i m p lementat i o n  of  
a l ternat ive i n st i t u t iona l  or  s i m i l ar sys­
tems as yet in t h e i r  i n fancy. 

The c l o s i n g  p lenary s i tt i n g ,  con­
ducted with g reat verve by the  organ­
i sers,  prov ided an opport u n i ty  to assess 

4 

how m uc h  p rog ress had been made. M rs 
Joce lyne  Gaud i n  from the  "Work and 
Soc iety" Centre of the U n i vers i te  
Dau p h i n e  i n  Par i s ,  o ut l i n i n g  the  po i nts 
of cont act between t h e  fo rmal  and the 
i n forma l  sectors of the  economy, sa id  
the  l atter  co u l d  p rovide m uch  sought ­
af ter  f l ex i b i l i ty ,  s i n ce i t  co u l d  open the 
way to new i n i t i at i ves and u pg rade un­
convent iona l  fo rms of wor k .  F lex ib i l i ty  
cou l d ,  however - as Mr Bruno V i n i kas,  
Secret ary General  of  the  Reg iona l  Econ ­
o m i c  Cou n c i l fo r  Brabant po in ted ou t  -
accent u ate ex i st i ng soc i a l  i nequa l i t i es 
o r  create n ew ones and l ead to i n sta­
b i  l i ty .  There was therefore a n eed to 
devise new forms of contro l  by adapt i n g  
exi st i n g  l abour l aws,  i n t rod uc i n g  pro­
g rammes for c reat i n g  jobs of  benef i t  to 
the  com m u n i ty (as had been done in sev­
eral E u ropean co unt r i es), and  so on. 

Changes in the  organ i sat ion  of work 
were a l so st ud ied on the bas is  of con 
crete exam p l es .  i t  seemed t h at ,  supr i s­
i n g ly ,  t h e  g rowing  tendency among com­
pan ies  to re l y  on  outs ide rat her  than i n ­
house serv i ces was mak i n g  t h e m  more 
i n f l ex i b l e .  Then, i f  the l atest French P lan  
was anyt h i n g  to go by, the  i m provement 
of work i n g  co nd i t ions  was be i n g  seen 
i n creas i ng l y  as a factor in i n d ust r i a l  
p l an n i ng .  For i t  had to b e  acknowledged 
t h at certa i n k inds of m a l funct ion i n g  
co u l d  b e  expens ive .  Some women made 
the po i n t  t h at when it was a matter of  
str i k i n g  a new balance one cou l d  not  i g ­
nore  a s u bmerged part of h uman l i fe :  
that correspond i n g  to fem a l e  c u l t u ra l  
i dent i t y. Th i s  was rece ived with  i nd i ffer­
ence by t h e  overwh e l m i n g  major i ty of 
the aud ience. 

The c r i s i s  of the  wel fare state,  on t h e  
ot her  h and, arou sed more i nterest.  Th e 

real i ty  of t h e  s i t uat i o n ,  a l though  not to 
be exaggerated , cou l d  not be den ied :  
there was  a f i nanc ing  cr i s i s ,  there were 
no res u l t s  to show and the very leg i t ­
i m acy of t h e  state 's  act ions  was beg i n ­
n i ng to b e  sapped . 

The d i scuss ion t u rned to new forms 
of sol i d ar i ty  and m ut ua l  ass i stance and 
new ways of order ing soc iety. The alterna­
t i ve p l an s  d i d  not i n vo lve tak i ng  over 
from the state, but perhaps cutt i n g  p u b­
l i c  expend i t u re and i n creas i n g  i nd iv id ­
ua l  respon s i b i l i ty .  

The fut u re of pub l i c  i nst i tu t ions  (we 
shou l d  devi se "b iodeg radab le"  ones ac­
cord i n g  to Mr Br ice La londe ,  leader of 
the French Eco logy Party) ,  chang i ng va l ­
u e s ,  a n d  the  emergence of a n e w  c u l t u re 
... a l l  t hese are p rob lems mak ing  for an  
uncert a i n  fu tu re .  

Danielle Rouard 

TOURISM 

lslands in the sun 
A new code of conduct should be worked 

out that strikes a ba/ance between tour­

ism and sma/I island cultures, accord­

ing to a Council of Europe symposium. 

Spai n was undoubted ly  t h e  idea l  p l ace 
in wh i c h  to organ i se t h i s  Co u n c i l  of Eur­
ope "Sympos i um on env i ro n menta l  ed u­
cat i o n ,  tou r i sm and smal l i s l and c u l ­
t u res" , i f  i t  i s  borne i n  m i nd t h at t h i s  i s  
the  E u ropean count ry w h i c h  h as s u f­
fered most as a resu l t  of d i sastro us  
p lan n i ng m i stakes i n  tou r i s m  over t h e  
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past f i fteen years. And the  Can ary 
l s l ands ,  one of  the  most i m portant  tour­
i st cent res i n  Europe,  p rov ide one  of the  
worst exam p l es of th i s  - desp i te  the  
fact that i t  has  been poss ib le  to conserve 
certa i n areas of ext raord i n ary nat u ra l  
beauty .  Th at i s  part l y  d ue to the  efforts 
of pr i vate c i t i zens and local aut hor i t i es ,  
and l arge ly  because of t h e  tou r i st re­
cess ion . 

The sympo s i u m ,  h e l d  at Puerto de la  
Cruz, Ten er i fe ,  f rom 12  to 1 8  October,  
benefited from the co-operat ion  of  the  
off i c i a l  Span i s h  bod ies  and other  local  
author i t i es .  The n u m ber  of part i c i pants 

was rest r i cted to forty and at the  end of  
the  meet i n g  they adopted recom mend­
at ions  wh ich the  Co u n c i l of  Eu rope gov­
ernments h ave a moral d uty to adopt 
and support wi thout  del  ay if fut u re gener­
at ions  are to i n her i t  a Europe w h i c h  i s  
c u l t u red and f i t  t o  l i ve i n .  

Whci cou l d  object t o  t h e  "e laboration 
as a matter o f  urgency of a code of con­
d uct focused on re l at ions between tour­
i sm and t h e  env i ronment ,  des i g n ed to i n ­
d i cate g u i de l i nes tor pub l i c  a n d  pr ivate 
organ isat i o n s  p l ay i n g  a lead i n g  ro l e  i n  
t h e  tour i st i n d u st ry " ,  a s  cal l ed tor i n  one 
of the  reco m mendat ions? 

Probably not even the  most rut h l ess 
pr ivate i n terests i f ,  as stated in the Spa­
n i sh de legat i o n ' s  report ,  it i s  t h u s  poss­
i b l e  to offer tour i st tac i l  i t i  es based "on a 
knowledge of the n at u ral  env i ron ment " ,  
b y  f i rst establ i s h i n g  adequate struc­
t u res.  in  any case, no state w h i c h  is  
ma i n l y concerned with the  defence of 
general  i n terests shou ld  a l low tour i sm 
to d i srupt  t h e  nat u ra l  and c u l t u ra l  en ­
v i ronment .  That freq uent l y  h appened in  
Spai n d u r i n g  the  so-ca l l ed "to u r i st 
boom" ,  and t h e  res u l t s  are obvio u s  to a l l  
t hose w h o  v i s i t  a n y  tour ist resort on  the  
coast . 

Two of the  most i nterest i n g  proposal s 
wh ich  emerged from th i s  sym pos i u m  
concern t h e  preparat ion  of ed ucat i ona l  
mater ia l  des igned tor c h i l d ren and 
you n g  peo p l e  in  the  member states and 
the  i nt rod uct ion  of a new tour i st tax to 
he lp  pay tor env i ro n menta l  conservat i o n  
a n d  management m easures.  These ex­
ce l l ent object i ves deserve c lose atten­
t ion  i n  governmenta l  c i rc l es of the  2 1 . 

Antxon Sarasqueta 

Playa de /as Americas on the island of Tenerife 

EVENTS 

ENVIRONMENT 

Saving primeval 
Europe 
Measures to stem the destruction of for­

ests bordering on Europe's rivers are to 

be recommended to governments. 

The al l uv ia l  to rest s - al so ca l l ed " r i ­
par i an"  torests ,  i m p l y i n g  l i ab i l i ty  to f re­
quent  f lood i n g  - are a paradox in t h at 
they are at the  same t i me l i v i n g  feat u res 
of an ext reme ly  anc ient ecosystem 
mai nta i ned in  t h e  n atu ra l  state by i ts  
very i n accessi b i l i ty ,  and one of the  en-

How much longer wi!İ the common heron be 
at home in Europe's alluvial forests? 

v i ronments  doomed to dest ruct ion from 
t i me i m memor ia l  by man, who has long  
s i nce t u rned these areas i n to the best 
past ures tor h i s  f locks and herds,  and 
somet i mes i nto f i rst-c lass ag r i c u l t u ra l  
land,  to the  det r iment  of t h e i r  dense and 
h i g h l y  var i ed f lora and fau na .  The a l l uv­
ial forests h ave t h u s  been red uced i n  
many cases t o  t h i n  g reen l i nes border­
i ng on r i vers and waterco urses.  

5 
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Yet they const i t ute an env i ro n ment 
t h at i s  espec i a l l y  o r ig i n al ,  p rod uct ive 
and d i vers i t i ed .  The arboreal species 
they em body often g row to g reat 
he ights: ash and e l m  may reach torty 
metres,  wh i te  w i l lows and wh i te popl ars 
t h i rty-t i ve and h awthorns  seventeen .  
The presence ot the  otter ,  one ot  the  
most  endangered mammals in  E u rope, 
and ot the  beaver ,  s uccesst u l l y  re i nt ro­
d u ced in many p l aces, bears w i tness to 
the zoolog ica l  i m portance ot such areas, 
and among t h e i r  b i rd pop u l at i o n s  we 
may q uote the  k i n g t i sher  and var ious  
spec ies  ot heron (common hero n ,  n i g ht 
heron)  and b i rds  ot prey. Moreover, the  
a l l uv ia l  torest i s  undoubted l y  a t h i n g  o t  
beauty,  as i s  am p ly  demonst rated by  the  
g rowth ot t h e  l e i s u re act i v i t i es pract i sed 
there. 

A l l uv ia l  torests are the l ast rem nants 
ot pr i meval n at u re i n  E u rope .  For h i stor­
ica l  reaso n s ,  they are among the  a l l -too­
rare n at u ra l  s i tes s i t u ated c lose to hu ­
man sett lements ,  somet i mes i n  t h e  very 
heart ot urban or  i n d u st r ia l i sed areas. 

Despi te the i r  man i fo ld  tunct ions ,  al l uv­
ia l  torests are more and more t h reat­
ened w i th  total dest ruct i o n .  The i r  de­
c l i ne is l arge ly  due to can a l i sat ion  and 
stra ig hten i n g  ot r i vers and other water­
courses,  the huge red uct i o n  in the s ize 
ot t lood p l a i n s ,  the  con struct ion  ot 
dams,  the exten s ion  ot  sand and g rave l 
work i n g s ,  t h e  lower i n g  ot g ro u ndwater 
l eve ls ,  excess i ve l e i s u re act i v i t i es ,  use 
ot b ioc ides and the part i t i o n i n g  ot the 
l andscape t h rough  the pro l i terat ion  ot 
h i g hway systems.  

Present methods ot  to rest exp lo i ­
tat ion  al so p l ay a part i n  the i r  destruc­
t i o n ,  by brea k i n g  up  t h e i r  st ruct u re ,  d i m ­
i n i sh i ng t h e  r ich  var iety ot spec ies  and 
v i t i at i n g  the com pos i t ion  ot  bot h f lora 
and tauna .  

Aware ot  t h e  g rav i ty  ot th is  s i t uat i o n ,  
about 100 spec i a l i sts  met a t  the  Co u n c i l  
ot Eu rope i n  Strasbo u rg trom 22 t o  24 
September 1 980 tor an l nternat iona l  Co l ­
loquy on  Phytosoc io logy .  They  began by 
draw i ng up a com plete i nventory ot a l l uv­
i a l  torests ,  and went on to demand that 
pr ior i ty  be g i ven to the  con servat ion ot 
ex i st i ng tlood p l a i n s  in Europe (more 
espec i a l l y  a long  the R h i ne  and Danu be) 
and it pos s i b l e  a l so to restor i n g  su r­
taces recen t l y  d ra i n ed (tem porary t lood­
ing p l ays a dec i s i ve part in ma in ta i n i ng 
the  or i g i na l i ty  ot t h i s  b iotype).  A p lea 
was a l so made tor su spend i ng t h e  con­
struct ion ot  dams,  and tor i n st i t u t i ng a 
contro l  system whereby the  compos­
i t ion  and o r i g i n a l i ty  ot the al luv ia l  tor­
ests co u l d  be preserved . 

The part i c i pants showed a l i ve ly  i n ­
terest i n  the  work done by t h e  Co unc i l ot 
Europe in t h i s  t i e l d .  An exhaust i ve study 
on a l l uv ia l  torests wi l l  short l y  be pub­
l i shed.  it w i l l  be accompan ied by re-
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commendat ions to govern ments ,  i nc l ud­
ing the pr i n c i p les to be observed i n  the 
i nterest s ot heal thy management ot t h i s  
type ot  env i ronment ,  a n d  w i l l  conta i n a 
deta i l ed l i st ot the  most c h aracter ist i c  
s i tes w h i c h  may b e  des i g n ated " n at u ral 
reserves" .  The protected areas w i l l  form 
part ot the European network ot b io­
genet i c  reserves ot the  Cou n c i l  ot 
E u rope.  

Jean-Pierre Ribaut 

PUBLISHING 

No cause for gloom 
How publishers are weathering the econ­

omic and technical changes in the trade 

- a report from this year's Frankfurt 

Book Fair. 

A tew years ago it was the  done t h i n g ,  
w h e n  ret u rn i ng trom the  Franktu rt Boo k 
Fa i r ,  to speak ot monstro u s  g i gant i s m .  
D u r i n g  the  l ast two years t h e  mood has 
been rather  one ot g l oom : i t  was said 
t h at poor sa les retl ected the  general  
econo m i c  s i t uat i o n ,  t h at less bus i ness 
was be i n g  done in Fran kturt ,  and that 
pub l i s h i n g  was go i ng t h ro u g h  a bad 
pat eh . 

The caret u l  observer w i l l  t i n d  these 
s u perti c ia l  j udgements un acceptab le .  
True,  the  Book Fai r h as c h anged ,  and  
one i s  i m med i ate ly  s t ruck  by t h e  ca lmer  
atmosphere. Nevert he less,  a l though bus-

Frankfurt Book Fair: changed 

i ness i n  Fra n kturt i s  not  what it was t i ve 
years ago,  the  change i s  not a l l  tor the  
worse.  New trends a re  emerg i ng i n  pub­
l i s h i n g  and these w i l l  dec i d e  the  shape 
ot the 1 980s. 

The g loom ,  then ,  is re l at i ve .  it wou l d  
b e  more accu rate to s peak o t  a q u ieter ,  
more ser i ous  work i n g  atmosphere,  
w h i c h  many pub l i shers welcome.  Fewer 
hast i l y  put together  p rojects co l l apse as 
soon as the Fai r is over. F i g u res show 
that the Fair  has reached proport ions  
w h i c h  i t  wou l d  be  d i tf i c u l t  to exceed : a l ­
most 300,000 t i t l es exh i b i ted by 5,000 
pub l i shers t rom a h u n d red or so cou n ­
t r i e s .  Wor ld  pub l i sh i ng i s  t heretore wel l 
represented at Fran ktu rt ,  and book pro­
duct ion  ta i thful ly  ret l ects the cont ra­
d i ct ions  ot the  1 980s . in t h e  West there 
i s  st i l i  a h a n keri ng  atter  t h e  sensat iona l  
bestse l ler ,  now a t h i ng ot t h e  past .  i n  the  
East , t h ere are the "otf i c i a l" p u b l i shers 
whose shortco m i n g s  can no longer be 
d i sg u i sed . in the t h i rd wor ld  remarkab le ,  
i ndeed st i rr i ng  i n d i v idua l  ettorts are 
bei ng made,  but they mere ly  reveal a l l  
too crue l l y  what cha l l enges l i e  ahead . 

The i m pression ga i ned trom a v is i t  to 
the Fai r ,  t hen ,  i s  not so m uch one ot  
g loom as that the  m ajor  p u b l i shers have 
changed t h e i r  po l i c i e s .  Good pub l i shers 
no longer  speak ot a cr i s i s  but  ot a new 
s i t u at i o n ,  prompt i n g  them to move i n  
t h ree d i rect ions .  

F i rst , t h e  n u m ber  ot i nternat iona l  
jo i n t  p u b l i s h i n g  projects i s  i ncreas i n g . 
A l though tewer "fore ign - r ights"  are 
be i ng so l d  in Fra n kt u rt ,  the Fai r is be­
com i n g  more a p l ace where l arge-scal e 
jo i n t  pub l i cat ion  p rojects are put to-
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gether by p u b l i shers ,  "packagers" ,  
wr i ters and i nternat iona l  organ i sat ions .  
l nternat iona l  o rgan i sat ions  such as the  
Counc i l  of E u rope go t here fo r  t h e  same 
pu rpose, namely to f i n d  out with whom 
and how a book can be prod uced s i m ­
u l taneous ly  i n  several l ang u ages .  
Exam p les are t h e  Co u n c i l  of E u rope's 
Threshold Level ser ies for  modern 
lang uage learn i ng;  Unesco's h i story of  
Afr ica ;  and the proceed i n g s  of the Eu r­
opean Com m u n i ty 's  Sc ient i f i c  Co l ­
loq u i es ,  a l i  d i scussed a t  some stage o f  
t h e i r  prod uct ion  i n  the  c rowded corr i ­
dors  of the  Fa i r .  

A second new d i rect ion  concerns 
sc ient i f i c  pub l  i shers .  Because of i ts  
cost  and l i fe-span , a sc ient i f i c  mono­
g raph prod uced to the  standards of  the 
1 950s or 1 960s can no longer be market­
ed . Pub l i shers h ave been t u rn i ng to 
"com posers" or  "Camera-Ready Copy" 
and are t h i n k i n g  of g i v i ng  up  paper as a 
med i u m  i n  favou r  of the te letext or v ideo­
tex scree n .  Among t hose most affect­
ed are pub l i shers of l aw books .  Data 
ban ks such as Lex i s  (Un i ted K i ngdom 
and USA), J u r i s  and DATEV (Federa l  Re­
pub l i c  of Germany) and CELEX (E EC) are 
con nected to networks such as the  
Com m u n i ty 's  E U RO N ET/D I A N E  and re­
p l ace thousands of tomes.  

Both these t rends pr i mar i l y  concern 
ever  b i gger  and more i nternat i o n a l i sed 
pub l i sh i ng ho uses and are resu l t i n g  i n  
standard isat i on o f  messages and med i a; 
but  at the  Fran kfu rt Fa i r t here i s  a l so a 
th i rd ,  reverse t rend to be observed , 
namely  the g rowt h of "cottage- i n d ust ry" 
p u b l i s h i n g ,  i .e. a form of pub l i s h i n g  
whose struct u re i s  geared to very spec i ­
f i c  ( ideo log i ca l , c u l t u ra l , art i st i c) a i m s .  
Wi th  t h i s  t y p e  of p u b l i s h i n g  - whether  
i t  i nvol ves prod uct ion  by hand p resses 
or  the roneo i n g  of "sam izdat " texts -
t h e  o n l y  re l evant  cr i te r ia  are t hose 
w h i c h  serve the a i m s  in q uest i o n .  Para­
dox ica l l y ,  i t  is among t h ese pub l i s hers ,  
who do not p rofess to be such,  t h at l i t ­
erary and typograp h i ca l  creat i v i ty  is  at  
i t s  peak. 

Th us here,  at l east , there is no  real 
cause for g l oom . 

Nicolas de Halleux 

EDUCATION 

Schooling for 
society 
A firm cali tor better programmes of 

social education tor teenagers was 

made at a Council of Europe symposium 

held in Sölna, Sweden, from 15 to 19 

September 1980. 

Creating a supportive atmosphere in the school 

The part i c i pants noted that Western Eur­
ope i s  go i n g  t h rough  a per iod o f  rap id  
soc ia l  and econom i c  change .  These 
changes are accompan ied by soc i a l  ten­
s ions  lead i n g  to prob lems of v i o l ence 
wh ich cou l d  endanger  the fabr i c  of  so­
c i ety and fam i l y  l i fe .  Such ten s i o n s  a l so 
ex i st i n  schoo l s , and there were several 
references d ur i n g  the sympos i u m  to pro­
b lems of absentee i sm ,  vandal i s m ,  and 
v io l ence.  

Soc ia l  ed ucat i o n ,  t he  part i c i pants ar ­
g ued,  shou ld  h e l p  yo ung  peop le  to ac­
q u i re a real i st i c  and pos i t i ve i m age of  
themse lves and to p l ay the i r par t  in  con­
struct i ve and forward- look ing  change .  
They sho u l d  be encouraged to work for a 
better soc i ety based o n  the  val ues em­
bod i ed in  t h e  Eu ropean Convent ion  on 
H u man R i g h t s .  

T h e  part i c i pants a t  t h e  Sö l n a  Sym pos­
i u m  were caref u l  not to suggest t h at a 
new subject ca l l ed "soc i al educat i o n "  
sho u l d  b e  added to the  al ready over l oad­
ed school c u rr i c u l u m .  l n stead , they 
suggested t h at m u c h  cou l d  be ach i eved 
th rough a rev is ion  of the content of  exi st­
i n g  s u bject s .  

A str i k i n g  feat u re of the  d i scuss ions  
was  the  i m portance attached to t h e  c re­
at ion  of a s u p port ive atmosphere i n  the  
schoo l .  Teac h i n g  about such top ics  as  
democracy and h u man r igh ts  w i l l  not 
succeed if the atmosphere of  the school  

EVENTS 

cont rad i ct s  the  message w h i c h  t h e  
teacher i s  t ry i n g  to i m part . The var ious  
part ners i n  the  schoo l  com m u n i ty  -
head-teachers ,  teachers,  p u p i l s  and 
parents - shou l d  work  together  as a 
team, and head-teachers i n  part i c u l ar 
shou ld  be t ra i ned for the i r  new ro l e  as 
" l eaders of  a part i c i patory school com­
m u n i ty" .  

The Söl n a  Sym pos i u m  was a contr i b­
u t ion  by Sweden to the Cou n c i l of  Eu r­
ope's major project on secondary edu­
cat i o n ,  "Preparat ion  for l i fe" . The a im of  
the  project i s  to suggest how second ary 
educat ion  can h e l p  to prov ide  you n g  
peop le  i n  t h e  1 4- 1 9  age-g rou p  w i th  a 
good a l l -rou n d  preparat ion  for ad u l t  l i fe .  

in  1 98 1  Austr ia  w i l l  cont r i bute a sym­
pos i u m  to the Proj ect on "Europe in t h e  
secondary school  c u rr i c u l u m " .  Th i s  w i l l  
be fo l lowed i n  M ay or  J u ne b y  a sympos­
ium in Grenob le ,  France, on  "The sec­
ondary school  and the  mass med i a " .  

T h e  c u l m i nat i n g  po i n t  of the  Project 
w i l l  be a l arge-sca le  conference wh i c h  
w i l l  p robab l y  b e  he ld  i n  the  Cou n c i l  of  
Europe f rom 30 N ovember to 4 Decem­
ber  1 981 . The  part i c i pants w i l l  adopt a 
decl arat ion  based on the  i deas put  for­
ward d u r i n g  the Project . Th i s  w i l l  be s u b­
m i tted to the  Cou n c i l  of Europe's Co u n ­
c i l  f o r  C u l t u ra l  Co-operat ion  a n d  then  t o  
the  Com m i ttee of  M i n i sters .  

Maitland Stobart 
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European Foreign Ministers meet 
in Strasbourg 
The M i n i sters for Foreign Affa irs of the "21 ' ' ,  meet i n g  in Strasbourg on 16 October 1 980 
wi th  t h e  Span ish M i n i ster Mr. Jose Pedro Perez- L lorca i n  the  chair (centre), denounced any 
action t h at d amages or jeopard ises detente.  They expressed the wish t h at t h e  CSCE meet­
ing in M adr id  shou l d  ach i eve concrete and ba l anced progress, inc l u ding progress i n  
h u m a n  r ights ,  freedom of movement ,  t h e  free circ u l ation o f  i n format ion a n d  greater econ­
omic co-operat ion . The M i n i sters reaffirmed the i r  deter m i nat ion  effect ive l y  to combat 
rac ism,  ant i -Semi t i sm,  fasc i s m ,  and terror ism.  They agreed on the need to extend and 
strengthen cooperat ion between the member states,  partic u l ar ly  those with common bor­
ders ,  w i th  a v iew to speed i n g  u p  i m p lementation of effect ive measures to sta m p  out  terror­
ism.  The Mi n i sters adopted a dec l arat ion on bal anced deve lopment in Europe (see Docu­
mentat ion, p .  1 5) .  They a lso heard a statement by the  Turk ish Foreign  M i n i ster ,  Mr . l l ter 
Türkmen,  on the  recent events  in his cou ntry. Mr .  Türkmen st ressed the deter m i nat ion of 
his Government to restore par liamentary democracy in the shortest possib le  t ime and re­
affirmed that i n  the tran s i t ion  per iod ,  the Turk ish Govern ment wo u ld  confor m  f u l l y  to the 
pr i nci p les of  the ru le  of law,  t h e  respect of human r ights and fundamental  freedoms.  

g reat deal  o f  cr i t i c i s m  has been l eve l l ed 
at t h e  way o u r  towns  are f u n ct i on i ng 
and when t h e  con d i t i o n s  o f  l i fe i n  them,  
for  many  countr ies ,  a re  deter iorat i ng . "  
B u t  as the  Dutch M i n i ster  o f  H o u s i n g ,  
Mr .  Beel aerts v a n  B lok land ,  remarked , i t  
a l so comes a t  a t i me when the  str i ngs  
on  t h e  p u b l i c  purse are  be i n g  t i g htened ,  
a n d  t h i s  see m i n g  i ncon s i stency e l i c i ted 
some po i nted quest i o n s  f rom seasoned 
observers at the  press con ference .  

Undeterred , t hose respo n s i b l e  for  the  
cam pa ign  po i nted out  t h at i t  was the  
very constra i nts t h at const i t uted the  
cha l l enge .  New and exc i t i ng poss i ­
b i l i t i es fo r  i m prov i n g  l i fe i n  towns wou l d  
h ave to b e  found ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n novat ive 
methods of  att ract i n g  p r i vate i n vest­
ment ,  and these were the sort of  i deas 
w h i c h  shou ld  be exchanged between 
the twenty-two count r ies  (t he 21 p l u s  
F i n l and)  t a k i n g  part i n  t h e  campaig n .  

T h e  cam pa ign  w i l l  foc u s  on  f i ve m a i n  
themes :  t h e  i m p rovement  of  u rban en­
v i ro n m enta l  qua l i ty; the renovat ion of 
old b u i l d i ngs ,  ho u s i n g  and areas; the  
prov i s i o n  of soc i a l ,  ed ucat i o na l  and cu l ­
t u ra l  fac i l i t ies ,  of  adeq u ate  t ransport 
and i n ner-c i ty  emp loyment; t h e  ach i eve­
ment of com m u n ity con s c i o usness and 
pub l i c  part i c i pat ion; and the ro l e  of lo ­
ca l  author i t i es .  

REGIONAL PLANNING of Ministers responsible for regional 

planning held at Lancaster House, Lon­

don on 21 and 22 October. 

On t h e i r  f i rst day t h e  m i n i sters d i s­
cussed how reg iona l  p l a n n i n g  cou l d  
h e l p  cope w i t h  some of t h e  p rob lems 
overs h adowi n g  the  l ast years  of t h i s  
cent u ry ,  s u c h  a s  the  wor l d w i de red i st r i ­
but i o n  of i n d ustr ia l  p rod u ct io n ,  ch ron i c  
unemp loyment, reg iona l  i m bal ances and 
energy shortages.  They ag reed that a 
Eu ropean Reg iona l  P l an n i n g  Charter or  
Dec l arat i o n  def i n i n g  the main objec­
t i ves of  reg iona l  p l an n i n g  and the  
mea n s  of t h e i r  i m p l ementat ion  sho u l d  
b e  s u b m itted f o r  adopt ion  a t  t h e i r  next 
ses s i o n ,  to be he ld  in M ad r i d  in 1982. 

A better l ife 
in towns The campa ign  i s  a "bo l d  ven t u re"  i n  the  

words of  a j o i nt dec l arat i o n  adopted by  
t h e  l eaders of the  nat i o n a l  com m i ttees 
respo n s i b l e  for ru n n i n g  i t  in each cou n­
t ry ,  w h i c h  "comes at a t i me when a 

The European Campaign for Urban Re­

naissance was /aunched on the oc­

casion of the fifth European Conference Simon Newman 
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A television studio at the Council of Europe 
The Cou nc i l  of Europe te lev is ion st udio ,  set u p  by d ecis ion of the Com m i ttee of M i nisters,  recent l y  came into operation ,  providing the 
Counc i l wit h  one of the most effective means of com m u nicat ion i n  exi stence today, wh ich wi l l  enab le it to make part of  i ts  work more ac­
cess ib le  to the general p u b l ic ,  notab ly by co-oper at i n g  wit h  te levision stat ions  in member countr ies .  

The Cou nc i l  of Europe's Aud io-visual  Service m akes the studio avai lab le  to  journa lists and te lev is ion  stat ions for coveri ng  events form­
ing part of the Counci l ' s  act iv i t ies.  As a ru le, a l i assistance is  provided free on req uest as far as pre m i ses, equipment and staff resources 
per m i t. 

The Audio-v isua l  Service can supp ly  video record i ngs of m i nisterial  and par l i amentary sessions,  conferences, meet i ng s ,  ete. A lso,  i n  
conj u nct ion with  T V  journ a l i sts ,  i t  can: 
e organ i se i nterviews and discussions wi th  prom i nent people v is i t i ng  t h e  Counc i l  of Europe; 
e prod uce live or recorded news programmes (jo u rn alists '  reports ,  i n terviews and d iscussion s); 
e ed i t  video tapes it has i tse l f  p rod uced (somet imes in accordance w i th  d eta i led instruct ions from the stat ion); 
e arrange for broadcasts v i a  the  European Broadcast i n g  Un ion (" Eurov is ion") network. 

The stat ions, for their part , deal with the booki ng  of circu i ts through French te levision and are respons ib le  for the content of programmes 
broadcast from the st ud io .  

i n  t h e  f irst two months  of o perat ion the Counc i l  o f  Europe te levis ion st u d i o  has enabled about f i fteen current affairs programmes to be 
prod uced , seven of wh ich were " u n i l ateral ly"  transm itted ( i .e. d irect from t h e  Cou nc i l  of  Europe to a te levis ion stat ion) .  
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ROBERT SKIDELSKY Professor of lnternational Studies, 
Warwick University, England 

The "menace" 
of fascism 

"The question of what to do about terrorism 

of the extreme right is a question not about 

fascism, but about terrorism; to which, alas, 

there is no ready answer." 

i n  po l i t i cal , as i n  other  d i scuss ions ,  i t  i s  genera l ly h e l p f u l  to 
know what q uest i o n  one is t ry i ng  to an swer.  Recent ly ,  the  
Par l i amentary Asse m b l y  of the  Cou n c i l  of  E u rope d i sc ussed , 
and condem ned , t h e  "resurgence" of fasc i s m .  Everyone 
seemed to ag ree t h at fasc i s m  was i ndeed resurgent , and t h at 
t h i s  was a bad t h i n g .  And no doubt i t  WQu l d  be a bad t h i ng i f  i t  
were t rue .  But is  i t  t rue? Or  i s  i t  rather  t h e  case that those 
who take part in  such d i scuss ions  - in St rasbou rg or  e l se­
where - are s imp ly  unab le ,  or  u n w i l l i n g ,  to form u l ate p re­
c i se ly  the quest i o n  to  wh ich  they g i ve s u c h  a ready answer? 

What many peo p l e  mean by a "res urgence" of fasc i s m  i s  
t h e  apparent i n c rease i n  terror i st i c  act i v i t y  b y  groups o f  the  
extreme r igh t .  A few d ramat i c  events h ave h i t  the  head l i nes 
- the bomb exp l o s i o n  at  Bo logna stat i o n ,  the bom b  at the 
M u n ich  beer  fest i va l . (The exp los ion outs ide a Par is  syna­
gogue appears to h ave had d i fferent o r i g i ns .) Yet what do 
such outrages s i g n i fy beyond a (be l ated)  exp lo i tat ion by 
r ig ht-w ing  g roups of  t h e  new technology of  v io lence? That po l ­
i t i ca l  c r i mes can now be perpetrated i n  soc ie t i es  com p lete ly  
i m perv ious to the  i deas and purposes of  t hose perpetrat i n g  
t h e m  h a s  been proved not o n l y  b y  t h e  act i v i t ies  of  t h e  Baader­
M e i n hof  g ro u p  i n  Germany,  but a l so by t h e  organ i sat ion  of  
k idnapp ings ,  assasslnat ions ,  h i -jack i n g s ,  ete . ,  i n  co unt r ies 
w h i c h  have no con nect ion at a l l  w i t h  t h e  q u arre l s  of t h e  
g roups concerned . 

Unfortunate ly ,  we h ave an i n c u rab le  tendency to assume 
t h at d ramat i c  event s  m u st h ave deep causes .  Th us  bom b  out ­
rages on synagogues  m u st be  the  t ip  o f  a new ant i -sem i t i c  
i ceberg . i t  i s  t rue  that some terror i st o rg a n i sat ions  are l i n ked 
to more or less po p u l ar "nat i ona l  l i berat i o n "  movements .  But  

OPEN FORUM 

when we come to terror i st groups of t h e  extreme r ight  and ex­
t reme l eft we f ind t h at they genera l l y  operate in  a c losed c i r­
c u i t ,  feed i n g  off  each other ,  and p i c k i n g  up  p u b l i c i ty  not  
t h rough  convers i o n  but  t h rough  med i a  exposure .  The q ues­
t ion  of what to do about  terror ism of  t h e  extreme r ight  is  a 
q uest ion  not abo ut  fasc i s m ,  but  abo ut  terrori sm ;  to wh i c h ,  
a las ,  t here i s  n o  ready answer.  

The new right 
Ag ai n ,  peo p l e  often mean by the  resu rgence of fasc i s m  t h e  
rev ival  of  cert a i n  i deas h i stor ica l l y  assoc i ated w i th  fasc i s m ­
e l i t i s m ,  s u bject i v i s m ,  rac i sm, a n d  s o  o n .  Here they c a n  po i n t  
t o  t h e  appearance of a N e w  R i g h t  i n  France,  i n s p i red b y  A l a i n 
de Beno is t ,  ed i to r  of Nouvelle Eco/e, and con s i st i n g  o f  a 
g roup of i nte l l ect ua l s  who see themse lves as the  van g uard o f  
a ph i loso p h i c  and  sc ient i f i c  i negal i tar i a n i s m .  

C lear ly ,  i deas h ave an enormo u s  i n f l uence on po l i t i cs ;  so i t  
i s  nat u ra l  e n o u g h  to b e  susp ic ious  of  certa in  i deas i n  whose 
name g reat cr imes have been commit ted ;  even to see the  re­
v ival of  such ideas as heral d i n g ,  or  even accom pany i n g ,  t h e  
rev ival  o f  the  movement w h i c h  d rew m o s t  l i beral l y  from t h e m .  
Nevert h e l ess ,  s u c h  an i n ference wou l d  be m i staken . F i rst , n o  
soc i al theory can be cons i dered as a m e r e  ep i phenomenon o f  
soc ia l  deve lopments .  l ts  val ue ,  i n  ot her  words ,  i s  i ndependent  
of the  i m med i ate  soc ia l  and  po l i t i ca l  n eeds i t  may or  may not  
sat i sfy ,  and has t o  be j udged by ot her  cr i ter ia .  Second ly ,  t h e  
u s e  to w h i c h  a soc i a l  theory i s  p u t  i s  rare ly  i f  ever determ i ned 
by the  content of  the theory i tse l f .  i t  w i l l  depend very la rg e l y  
on h o w  i t  i s  com b i ned w i th  ot her  i deas (o r val ues) ,  a n d  t h e  
po l i t i ca l  ca l c u l at i ons  val id  tor the  g i ven  h i stor ica l  epoc h .  
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August 1980: the bomb explosion at Bologna station /eft over eighty 
dead 

Therefare, to t h i n k  of some i deas as intrinsical/y fasc i st ,  and 
to eq uate  the " resurgence" of fasc ism with t h e i r  r i se ,  is to be 
g u i l ty  of a s i m p l e  category m i stake.  

Con f u se d  t h i n ki n g  
B y  a rev iva l  of  fasc ism peo p l e  often mean a rev iva l  o f  what 
they conce ive to be the  soc io-econom i c  conditions wh ich 
made fasc i s m  poss i b le ;  h e n ce the  ca l i  to govern ments  to  
create a prosperous  and j ust soc iety wh ich  w i l l  remove the 
" root causes" of fasc i s m ' s  appeal . The t roub le  i s  t h at what 
these " root causes" are, and  w h at ,  i f  anyt h i n g ,  governments  
can do about  them i s  very u n c l ear .  i t  i s  often arg ued t h at fas­
c ism was the prod uct of the Depression of the i n ter-war years. 
But l ta l i an fasc ism came to power before the Depress ion; 
and t h e  Dep ress ion  l ed to a fasc i st govern ment  o n l y  i n  one 
co unt ry ,  Germany.  it i s  odd , to say the l east , to ass i g n  a com­
mon cause to  two phenomena,  one  of wh ich preceded the  a l ­
leged cause ,  and the  other of  wh ich  fai l ed to reprod uce i tse l f  
i n  ot her  count r ies subject t o  t h e  same con d i t i o n s .  

Tc t h e  q uest i o n ,  therefore,  of  whether  the  p re-co n d i t ions 
ex i st today tor a rev ival  of  fasc i s m ,  i t  i s  i m poss i b le  to  g i ve a 
c lear answer.  On the  one hand ,  no one does (or shou l d) bel ieve 
any lenger  t h at it i s  w i t h i n  t h e  power of govern ments  i n  a free 
soc iety to p roduce t h e  k i n d  of  soci o-econom i c  con d i t ions 
wh ich  automat i ca l l y  exc l ude fasc i s m ,  any more t h an they 
can p rod uce the  k i nd  of soc i ety wh ich  e l i m i n ates terror ism.  

10  

Such Uto p i as are  far t h e  tota l i tar ians ;  though  i n  t h e  1 950s 
and 1 960s many econom i sts  and soc ia l  sc ient i sts  t hought  
that democrat i c  govern ments  cou ld  m an i p u l ate  econom i c  
a n d  soc i a l  vari ab les t o  produce des i rab le outcomes .  

On t h e  other  hand ,  t h e  po l i t i ca l  set t lement (an d  econom i c  
po l i c i es a n d  i n st i tu t ions  w h i c h  su pported i t )  w h i c h  fol lowed 
the second wor ld war h as been much more s uccessf u l  than  
the  post - 1 9 1 8  arrangements  i n  maki ng i t  i m po s s i b l e  for  any  
European power to conte m p l ate a reversal  of  t h e  verd i ct of 
arm s ;  the poss i b i l i ty o f  w h i c h  was the  main g ro u n d  of fas­
c i s m ' s  appeal  in ltaly and Germany,  and the organ i sat ion of 
soc i ety  far wh ich  was the ch ief  end of fasc i st po l i cy .  

Sca re stories 
Havi ng  e l i m i nated t he ot h e r  q uest ions ,  we are now in  a pos­
i t i on  to an swer a more prec i se one: "Are there, or  are there 
not, s i g n s  of a rev iva l  of  fas c i s m  in Europe today?" And the  
answer  very c l ear ly  is that t here are no such sig n s .  Not on ly  
have a l l t he  s u rv iv i n g  q uas i -fasc i st reg i mes co l l apsed 
(t hough  1 persona l l y  wo u l d  d i s pute t h i s  l abel as ap p l i ed to 
Fran co's  Spai n ,  Sa lazar 's Port uga l  and the Co l o n e l s '  G reece); 
but seem i n g l y  "ex p l o s ive" i s sues such as i m m i g rat i o n ,  or m i ­
g rat ion ,  have notably fa i l ed t o  prod uce any new po l i t ica l  move­
ment capab le of w i nn i n g  more than a t i ny handfu l  of  votes .  
(The  idea t h at the  res t r i ct i o n ,  say ,  of co loured i m m i g rat ion  
i nto En g l and by  the  estab l i shed po l i t i ca l  part i e s  i s  i tse l f  a 
s i g n  of t h e  rev iva l  of fasc i s m  i s  anot her  exam p l e  of gett i n g  
the  w ro n g  an swer b y  fa i l i ng to spec i fy the  q uest ion) .  

The fear of a " resurgence" of  fasc i s m  i s  n at u ral enoug h ;  
and i s  bou n d  t o  b e  most i ntense among t hose g ro u ps who 
suffered most from t h e  o r i g i n a l  vers ion .  Swast i ka-bedecked 
"tra i n i ng camps" in w h i ch handfu l s  of romant i c ,  o r  deranged , 
ado l escents p lay out t h e i r  fantas i es make good scare stor ies 
in the popu l ar press .  But  solem n  d i scuss ion  of the menace of 
fas c i s m  in the  Parl i amentary Assem bly of  the  Co u nc i l  of E u r­
ope suggests mere l y  a cert a i n  u nderem p loyment  of t i me and 
energy.  

The fascist phenomenon 
"Although is assumes different external  forms, fascism by the 
com bi nation of certain  c haracteristics is in  essence a cast of mind 
which i s  permanent and  present everywhere: belief i n  the  strong 
man, putting order above justice, denying  the existence of soc ia l  
and economic differences i n  t h e  community, an irrat iona l  reaction 
of abandoning civi l rig h t s  i n  the face of ser ious peri! and the sub­
stit ution of a sing le  redeem i n g  ideology tor p l ura li s m .  

What makes fascism particu lar ly  odious a n d  dangerous is, first ly ,  
the  ostracism of part o f  the  popu l ation, and second ly  the  idea of a 
prov idential  g uide and t h e  tendency to g lorify the  authority of the 
leader at a l i  l evels .  

D i scrimination agai n st part of  the  popu l ation on  account of i ts  
racial  origin ,  language, religion ,  n ationality and partic u l ar ly  its ideoı­
ogy is  a feat ure common to a l l  k inds of fascism and leads to the 
notion of the enemy o f  t h e  peop le, wh ich  appears even i n  legis­
l atio n .  it justifies the o p pression, exploitation or even the sup­
pression of minorities a l l eged to be inferior or enemies of the 
raci a l ,  l inguist ic, religious or  n ational  comm u n ity w h ich is pro­
c l ai med to be superior to oth ers  and entrusted with a providential 
mission .  We t hen natura l l y  find  a transp lantation and un i ­
for m isation of  c u l t ures and  the resurgence of ideas such as  
banishment and loss  of n at io n a lity. 

The crysta l lisation of a n  ideology around a given com m u nity, i .e .  
the n ation ,  the state or  the  race, n at ura l l y  involves the disap­
pearance of the rights of the  ind ividuaı which are looked on as 
secondary in relation to t hose of the state, n ation, or race. Not 
o n l y  does the wi l l  of  the  g uide or chief have force of  law but the 
syste m  req uires individua l  and permanent a l l egiance to the officia l  
ideo logy by mass p lebiscites and repeated dec larations of loyalty 
or mi l itant  support ." 
(From the Krieps report on the need to combat resurgent fascist 
propaganda and its racist aspects) 
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"Women today are in the process of demolishing 
the myth of femininity; they are beginning to assert 
their independence in concrete ways; nevertheless 
it is not without some difficulty that they are man­
aging to live their human condition to the full." 

(S i mone de  Beauvo i r: The Second Sex) 

LIZ ıt>STERGAARD President, World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, Copenhagen 

Copenhagen and after 

There can be no new world economic order, in the author's view, a s  lon g as 

discrimination again st women persists. 

The U n i ted Nat ions Wom en 's  Confer­
ence h e l d  ıast J u l y  in Cope n h ag e n  dem­
onst rated t h e  n eed fe l t  by women to de­
f i ne tor them se lves t h e i r  own act ive con­
t r i but ion  to the deve lopment  of a soc iety 
in wh i c h  tem i n i ne as wel l as  masc u l i ne 
va l ues are f u l l y  taken i nto account .  The 
Conference revi ewed the progress made 
so far towards the goa l s  of  the UN Dec­
ade tor Women ( 1 976- 1 985), a decade 
wh ich  amounts  to a g loba l  st rategy for 
the advancement  of women .  

il 

At Cope n h agen the  object ive lor ttıı 
f i rst f i ve years - equa l i ty, devo lo p nı rıl 
and peace - were s u p p lemorıtı el 1 y ırı 
act i o n  p rog ramme for t ho c .orıd tı ı l l  of 
t h e  decade st ressing nıplnyın< rıl, 
hea l th  and educat ion  

Part i c u l a r  atte n t l on w p ld  tn re lıı 
gees and d i sp l acecl wonı rı, w 1111 rı lrı 
so uthern Af r ica ancı P lı tlrıl 111 wurııı rı. 

The n eeds of rura l  worıı rı 11<1 ttı ıır lmn 
poor were a l so speclllc lly cldr ı< d in 

ttıc u llorı prog ramme,  as was t h e  s i tu ­
ıt lorı of rnlg rant wom e n .  

The ca u ses of o pp ression 
1 lıo rev iew of progress ach i eved d u r i n g  
ttıe past f i ve years i n d i cated t h at the  
si t uat i o n  of  women i n  many areas had 
act u a l l y  worsened , part i c u l ar l y  w i th  re­
spect to the  employment and ed ucat ion  
of women in  the  rura l  and the  so-cal l ed 
marg i na l  u rban sectors .  The c u rrent 
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wor ld econo m i c  s i t u at ion  has been a 
factor here.  

l n stead o f  i m prov i n g ,  the cri s i s  in t h e  
w o r l d  economy h as become more acute.  
Th i s  has affected deve lop ing  count r ies 
i n  part i c u l ar and it i s  women who h ave 
been worst affected.  

What i s  amaz i n g  i s  how s i m i la r  are 
the under l y i n g  causes of  women's op­
pression t h roughout the worl d .  Very 
strong eco n o m i c  forces and very strong 
ideo log i cal p rej u d i ces m a i nta in  the econ­
omic dependence of women ,  who i n  l arge 
meas u re are red uced to u n paid work i n  
or  around t h e i r  homes or  t o  t h e  lowest 
pa id  employment in i n d u st ry .  There is i n  
p r inc ip le  n o  d i fference between t h e  basic 
factors wh i c h  under l i e  t h e  oppress ion of 
women in t h e  deve loped and the l ess de­
ve loped cou nt r ies ,  a l though  the con­
stra ints  are m uch more serious in the  
l atter .  

A d i a lect i c  
Efforts t o  establ i sh a n e w  i nternat iona l  
econom ic  order  m ust i n ev i tab ly  com­
p r i se a new or ientat ion  of women 's  ro l e  
i n  deve lopment .  There m u st b e  not o n l y  
a more j ust shar i n g  between r ich  a n d  
poor count r ies ,  but  a l so g reater equa l i ty  
between men and wo men .  One can not 

They want a fair share in decision-making 

i m ag i n e  any real i m p rovement i n  t h e  
l i v i ng  cond i t ions of  women w i t h o u t  pro­
g ress towards a new wor ld econo m i c  
order.  

Converse ly ,  one can not i mag i n e  a 
more j ust wor ld eco n o m i c  order as long  
as d i scr i m i n at ion  agai n st women con­
t i n ues. The two aspects are d i alect i cal l y  
re l ated i n  the  process of  deve lopment .  i t  
i s  to be  hoped t h at as a res u l t  of  t h e  
Copen h agen Con ference,  dec i s i o n s  
about deve l opment st rateg ies w i l l  no  
longer  be  m ade w i thout  regard to the i r 
effects on the l i v i n g  cond i t ions  of  
women . 

Ult i m ate goa l  
For the  s i t uat ion  o f  women t o  i m prove 
rap i d l y  they m u st be g iven s u p port 
t h rough channe ls  other  than the  t ra­
d i t iona l  ones .  Th i s  means g i v i n g  part­
i c u l ar encouragement to g rass-roots 
and vo l u ntary organ i sat ions  work i n g  
d i rect ly  w i th  wo men .  T h e  non-govern­
menta l  org an i sat ions  concerned have 
long  exper ience and command a net­
work of n at iona l  and local aff i l i ates 
which keep them in  c l ose and constant  
touch w i th  t h e  p u b l i c .  Th i s  i s  i n d i spens­
ab le  tor a real i s t i c  approach to act ion to 
f u rther  the advancement of women .  

WOMEN 

F u rthermore,  governments shou ld  pro­
mote the establ i s h ment of women's or­
gan isat ions  at t h e  g rass-roots and p ro­
v ide them wi th  adeq uate f i n an c i a l and 
staff  resou rces.  

Presented at f i rst sole ly in terms of  
econom i c  i nequa l i t i es of opport u n i ty in  
re lat ion to men ,  women 's  prob lems took 
on a po l i t i ca l  d i mens ion  at  Copenhage n :  
they demanded an equa l  share i n  t h e  
g lobal management of deve lopment and 
i n  dec i s ion-maki ng  at  a l l  l eve l s ,  as we l l  
a s  the part i c i pat ion  o f  men i n  respo n s i ­
b i l i t i es re lat i n g  to t h e  h o m e  and fam i ly .  
The u l t i mate goa l  m ust be  the  c reat ion  
of soc iet ies  c haracter i sed by new 
val ues w h i c h  s h o u l d  be deve loped 
t h rough a d i a log ue on equa l  terms be­
tween men and women.  

Equality between men and women 

On the occasion of the  Wor ld  Con fe rence 
of the U nited Nations Decade for Women 
(Copenhage n, 14-30 J u l y  1980) the  Counci l  
o f  E u rope p u blished a 33-page i n formation 
brochure entit led Council of Europe action 
tor equality between men and women. it i s  
available on req uest , i n  E n g lish or Fre n c h ,  
from the Counci l  of  E u rope, Press and l n ­
formation Services, Room 0 1 2 5 ,  B.P. 4 3 1  R6 
67006-St rasbou rg Cedex . 
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FELICIDAD ORQU I N  Writer and editor, and YOLANDA REBOLLO Linguist, Madrid 

Language and social isation 
As a m irror of social intercourse, lan guage reflects the female con dition , 

on e o f  subordin ation an d othern ess, thus hel pin g to maintain the 

patriarcha l society. Lan guage is certain ly commun ication , but it is also an 

ideol o gical  message an d affective code; that is why a deepl y  sexist 

society is boun d to use an d create thoroughly sexist lan guage. Lan guage is 

our w ay of perceivin g rea l ity, an d as such an extraordinarily importan t 

socia l i sin g agent. 

These d ays ,  many parents and teachers 
are u nd o u bted l y  aware of  the sex i st 
messag e s  l i t t l e  g i r l s  and boys take i n  
from c h i ld ren ' s  l i terat u re,  t e l ev i s i o n ,  ad­
vert i s i n g , songs,  school books even ,  but 
there i s  as yet no soc i a l  awareness that 
everyday lang uage i s  deep ly  i m bued 
with m a l e dom i n ance and contem pt for 

women . 
i n  t he soc i a l i sat ion of yo u n g  g i r l s ,  the  

spec i f i c  a i m  i s  cons istent l y  to i n st i l  a 

sense o f i n fer ior i ty  w h i c h ,  once i nterna l ­
i sed , w i l l enab le  the  ad u l t  woman to ac­
cept t he "female  ro le"  assi g n ed to her i n  
the pat r iarcha l  scheme. Th i s  ro le  def i nes 

woman in terms of her  com p lementar i ty  
to t h e  male ,  exalted motherhood and 
domest i c  chores,  which are centra l  to 
the sexual d i v is ion  of l abo u r  in modern­
day soc iety .  

The who le  educat iona l  p rocess - i .e .  
the  fam i ly ,  schoo l ,  t h e  med i a  and  
l a n g u age  (t h e  soc i al i ser  par exce l l ence) 
- tends to i n st i l  t h i s  "women's ro le" .  
As S imone de Beauvo i r  real i sed ,  
"women are made,  not born " ;  i n  other 
words ,  soc i a l  behav iour  i s  not b io­
log ica l l y  o rda i ned and there is no  safe 
d i st i nct ion between the  i n n ate and the 

" Women are made, not bom " (Simone de Beauvoir) 

iV 

acq u i red i n  t h e  i nd i v id ua l  make-up ,  ex­
cept of  cou rse as reg ards the p u re ly  b io­
log ica ı  funct ion  of rep rod uct ion .  

B io log ical dest i ny neverthe less under­
l i es sex i st i deo logy,  w h i c h  endeavours 
to j ust i fy sex ual  d i sc r i m i n at ion  on the  
g rounds of male super ior i ty .  ideal i st p h i l­
osophy t r ied to l eg i t i m i se t h i s  i deo logy 
by seek ing  to estab l i s h ,  far each sex , 
t h e  ex i stence of i ts  own pec u l i ar es­
sence, i n  w h i c h  i ts  under ly ing  q u idd ity 
con s i sted .  To the  "female essence" 
were once ass i g n ed s u p posed l y  i n nate 
c haracteri s t i cs ,  unt i l  a n t h ropology dem­
onst rated how fa lse was the  d is t i nct ion 
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Language: determined by sex from childhood 

pos i ted between i n n ate  and ac­
q u i red character i s t i cs  so as to ex p l a i n  
the  d i f ferences between t h e  ro les of  t h e  
respect i ve sexes,  w h i c h  were s i m p l y  t h e  
outcome of h i story a n d  c u l t u re .  

Com parat ive an th ropo logy 's  d i scover­
ies provided an e m p i r ica l  bas i s  for re l a­
t i v i s m  as app l i ed to soc i al va l ues .  
Wri t i n g  about t h e  be l iefs of cert a i n  ex­
c l u s i ve ly  oral  c u l t u res ,  M arg aret Mead 
c i tes a t r i be in the Ph i l i pp i nes who 
thought  men i ncapab le  of  keep ing  a 
secret , and t h e  M a n u s  l s l and  bel ie f  t h at 
men a lone en joy p l ay i n g  w i th  c h i l d re n ,  
s o  t h at o n l y  the  men  of t h e  i s l and p l ay 
w i th  do l l s , exh i b i t i n g  typ i c a l l y  materna l  
behav iour  i n  t h e  process.  

i n  pr i m it i ve soc i et ies ,  words possess 
an aura of transcendent mag i c  and t h e  
u s e  of l an g u age  i s  ent i re l y  cod i f i ed ,  
w h i c h  h as g i ven r i se  to many l ang uage 
taboos affect i n g  women more than m e n .  
Here,  Evan s-Pr i tchard m e n t i o n s  an Afr i ­
can t r i be whose womenfo l k  s i n g  ob­
scene songs at m e n ' s  f u n era ls ,  whereas 
i n  everyday l i fe t h ey are forb i dden to use 
obscene or erot i c  lang uage i n  men ' s  
company.  

Nam i ng t h i n g s  has been a ma le  p re­
rogat ive for cent u r ies ,  w h i c h  i s  why, i n  
o u r  c u l t u re ,  t h e  word man i s  used t o  de­
note the  ent i re h u m an spec ies .  The  
struct u re of o u r  vocabu l ary makes 

woman a su bord i nate be i n g ,  made in to  
an object by man the  s u bj ect . i n  d i ct i o n ­
a r i e s ,  f o r  i n stance ,  women a r e  t h e  
weaker sex i n  cont rad i st i n ct ion  to t h e i r  
"stronger" com pan ions ,  a n d  d i ct i o n ­
a r i e s ,  t i ke everyday usage,  equate  temi­
nine wi th  weakness and f ra i l ty ,  whereas 
masculine stands for energy, bravery 
and strengt h .  Span i sh h as no tem i n i n e  
eq u i va lent  for t h e  concept o f  hombria 
(mean i n g  "outstand i ng q u a l i t i es as a 
man") ,  j u st as i t  has no mascu l i ne equ iv­
alent for the  word mujerio, denot i n g  " a l t  
the  women of a l oca!  i ty" . T h e  reason for 
that i s  that men are a l ways perceived as 
i n d iv idua ls ,  whereas women are ass i m i ­
l ated to a g ro u p  or  gender .  Th i s  deper­
sonal i sat ion  process g reat ly  ass i st s  t h e  
propag at ion  of fem a le  stereotypes 
wh ich deprive women of al i i nd iv idua l i ty .  

Wea l t h  of  intonat ion 
Lang u age behav iour  i s  sexual l y  d i f fer­
en t iated from c h i l d hood o n ,  the  log ica l  
ad u l thood exten s ion  of th is  be i n g  a 
c l ear d i fferent i at i on between wom e n  
a n d  m e n  a s  reg ards socio-verbal com­
m u n i cat ion . The favo u r i te  area for com­
m u n icat ion between women i s  everyday 
l i fe ,  in the shape of goss i p .  As regards 
the  n i cet ies of  l a n g u age ,  more i s  asked 
of l i t t l e  g i r l s  than  of  l i t t l e  boys:  boys g et 
away wi th  uncouth  Iang uage,  g i r l s  are 

WOMEN 

p u n i shed for i t ;  cond i t ion i n g  res u l ts ,  
w i th  the  "v i r i l e " ,  sex i st propert i es o f  a l i 
obscene lang uage he l p i n g  to d i fferen­
t i ate the  male  and fem ale  reg i sters.  That 
i s  why women resort so read i l y  to c i r­
c u m locut ions ,  euphem i s m s  and h i nts  
as regards a l l  t h i ng s  sexua l . 

As a ru le ,  soc ia l  press u re on the  i n d i ­
v idua l  to acq u i re good man ners i s  
brought  t o  bear on g i r l s  more than o n  
boys,  and i t  i s  accepted t h at women opt 
for "educated " ,  correct l a n g u age ,  
whereas men favo u r  lang uage wh ich is  
more prec i se ,  al beit  less correct . 
Women em p l oy an espec i al wea l th  of i n ­
tonat i o n .  Tones expres s i n g  deference ,  
s u rpr ise ,  u n certa i nty and s l i g ht l y  c h i ld ­
i sh  ent h u s i as m  are pec u l i ar l y  fema le ,  as 
are the nonsense lang uage used w i t h  
c h i l d ren a n d  ( i n Span ish )  ro ut ine  use  o f  
d i m i n ut i ves.  

Many fem i n i sts  wonder  i f  t here is not 
i n  fact a "wo m e n ' s  lang uage" and,  s i nce 
the  lang uage i s  a debased one,  a lso ask 
themse lves t h i s :  shou ld  the  ai m be to  
learn  to speak t i ke men or  rather to val i ­
date  fema le  l a n g uage by c l a i m i n g  i t  a s  
eq ua l  a n d  d i fferent? Here ,  a l t  i s  poss­
i b le ,  but to our m i n d  the d i fference of 
the ghetto may not be a good idea. Bet­
ter ,  in our v iew,  wo u l d  be an attempt to 
i n f l uence the  soc i a l i sat i o n  of c h i l d ren 
t h rough  l an g u age .  

v 
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Equal rights 
Not l on g  ago i t  was al most un i versal l y  acknowl edged that men and women 

did not have equal r i ghts but that men had more ri ghts than women, 

even unmarri ed on es. ün e of th e Counci l of Europe's obj ecti ves is  to 

el i mi n ate thi s  form of discriminat ion .  

i n  ou r  countr ies  i t  was o n l y  recent l y , as 
part of  a genera l  t rend towards g i v i n g  

the  weak a n d  t h e  poor the  s a m e  r ights  

as those prev ious ly  enjoyed o n l y  by  the  
strong and the  r i ch ,  that women ac­

q u i red the po l i t i ca l  and soc ia l  r i gh ts  

v ı  

they h ad been den ied - t h e  r ight  t o  vote 
and stand for e lect ion ,  the r i g ht to carry 

on any occ upat ion  (from t h at of a i r l i n e  
p i lot to that of  p r ison warder) ,  the  r igh t  

to exerc i se pub l i c  author i ty  (as  a judge ,  

po l i ce  of f icer ,  ete . ) .  

As regards c iv i l r ights ,  however, 

women and men had long  been roug h l y  

eq ua l , b u t  o n l y  u nt i l  marr iage .  As a gen­

eral  ru le ,  the  effect of marr iage was to 

confer super ior i ty  on the h usband in h i s  

pos i t ion  a s  head o f  househo l d ;  i t  de­

pr ived the  w i fe of  some of  the c iv i l r i gh ts  

she h ad prev ious ly  enjoyed and ,  more­

over, gave her but few r ights  over t h e  

cou p l e's  jo in t  possess ions  a n d  over any 

of t h e i r  c h i l d ren who were under  age .  

Th roughout  the  n i neteenth  cent u ry 
and t h e  ear ly part of t h e  twent iet h ,  de­

sp i te  i so lated demonstrat i ons  by co u r­
ageo u s  women and cert a i n  men ,  t h i s  

s i t uat i on was regarded as nat u ral , even 

in p rog ress ive c i rc les .  

Th i n g s  h ave changed,  however - par­

t i c u l ar ly  s i nce the second wor ld  war. 

The feel i n g  has g rown up in a l l o u r  

co unt r i es,  espec i a l l y  i n  t h e  Nord i c  ones ,  

t h at these forms of lega l  d i scr i m i nat ion  

a re  un j u st and shou ld  be el i m i nated ,  

even i f  customs i n  some reg ions are st i l i  

very ak i n t o  t hose o f  t h e  n i neteenth 
cent u ry .  

Lega l i nstrument 
The  s u bject has been taken  u p  by i n ter­
nat iona l  org a n i sat io n s ,  such  as the  
Un ited Nat ions and  the  Counc i l  of Europe. 
in t h e  Cou n c i l  of Europe,  the European 
Convent ion for the  Protect ion  of H u m an 
R igh ts ,  dat i n g  from 1 950, st i p u l ates ( i n 
Art i c l e  1 4) t h at the  enjoyment of t h e  
r i gh ts  a n d  f reedoms set fort h  i n  t h e  con­
vent ion  sha l l be sec ured w i thout d i s­
cr i m i n at ion on various  g rounds ,  i n ­
c l u d i ng t hat of sex.  

However, t h i s  prov is ion  seemed too 
genera l  to ensure t h at the European 
count r ies wou l d  act prompt ly  to remove 
any rem ai n i ng d i scr i m i n atory rules from 
t h e i r  l eg i s l at i o n .  The Com m ittee of M i n­
i sters therefore decided to set u p  a com-

The right to engage in any occupation 
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m ittee of expert s ,  of w h i c h  1 h ad t h e  
honou r  to b e  c h a i rman ,  to p repare a 
lega l  i n st rument a i m ed at gett i n g  r id  of  
such d i scr i m i n at i o n  i n  respect of m ar­
ried women . The commit tee's terms of 
reference were conf i ned to cert a i n  

aspects of t h e  c i v i l  l aw,  b u t  the  com­
m i ttee d id note the  ex i stence of d i s­
c r i m i n at i o n  i n  ot her  branches of t h e  l aw,  
v iz .  const i t ut io n a l ,  adm i n i st rat i ve ,  
f i scal , c r i m i na l ,  soc ia l  and l abou r  l aw .  

i n  the  text i t  d rew u p ,  the  comm ittee,  
after  recom mend i ng states to take 
steps to e n s u re t h at the  c iv i l l aw no 
longer  conta i ned p rov is ions  des i g n at i ng 
one of t h e  spouses as head of fam i ly ,  
proposed some spec i f i c  ways of  es­
tab l i s h i ng eq ua l i ty  in the fo l low i n g  
f i e l d s :  persona l  re l at ions  between 
spouses (freedom of movement ,  
carry i n g  on of  an occupat i o n ,  cho ice  of 
res idence,  spouses' names);  p roperty  
and f i nanc ia l  re l at ions  (ho usehold ex­
penses, r i gh ts  and o b l i g at i o n s  in re­
spect of ma i nten ance and ass i stance,  
r ights concern i n g  the  fam i ly home,  l aws 
govern i n g  mar r iage  cont racts ,  ete .) ;  and 
re l at i o n s  between spouses and t h e i r  
c h i l d ren (ch i l d ren 's  names,  spouses' 
ob l i gat ions  and r i g hts in respect ot  t h e i r  
c h i l d ren) .  

A new p rotoco l? 
The  tex t  i s  o n l y  i n  the  fo rm of a reso l ­
u t ion  (some of the  com m ittee wou ld  have 
preferred it to be a convent ion ) ;  i t  i s  
therefore i ncom p l ete  a n d  i m perfect l i ke 
many com p ro m i ses and w i l l  need to be 
rev i ewed . As i t  now stands ,  i t  was 
adopted by the Comm ittee ot  M i n i sters 
on 1 7  September 1 978 (Reso l u t ion  (78) 
37). Even wh i l e  t h e  com m i ttee was de­
l i berat i n g ,  and apparent ly  under t h e  
i m pet us  of  i t s  work, s o m e  pos i t i ve 
resu l t s  were ach ieved i n  several 
count r ies .  

A n e w  Cou n c i l  of  Europe com m i ttee 
on the l aw rel at i ng to spouses is now 
looki ng  i nto such  matters as the fam i l y 
home and post-d i vorce ma i ntenance.  
Women's stat u s  in  general  i s  a l sa be i n g  

WOMEN 

dealt  w i t h  by another recent l y-created 
com m i ttee (see box). The Com m i ttee ot 
Experts on H u man R ights  is apparent l y  
contem p l at i n g  the  d raw ing -up  ot a new 
protoco l to the  Convent ion on H uman 
R ights ,  dea l i n g  wi th  d i sc r i m i n at ion  be­
tween t h e  sexes.  

i t  shou l d  be noted in t h i s  context t h at 
the  U n i ted N at i o n s  Convent ion  on t h e  
El i m i nat ion  ot  A l l  Forms of Di scr i m i ­
nat ion  Agai n st Women was s i g ned by 
f i fty  countr ies  on 1 7  J u l y  1 980 at t h e  
open i n g  ceremony ot the  Wor ld  Conter­
ence of the Un i ted Nat ions Decade for 
Women ,  in Cope n h agen ,  and in ot her  i n ­
ternat iona l  frameworks s tud ies  and 
negot ia t ions  are a l so i n  pro g ress .  But  i t  
w i l l  probabl y  be a long t i me yet before 
d i scri m inat ion ceases to exist i n  pract ice.  

Committee women 

A Counci l  of  E u rope Committee of E x perts 
on the stat us  of women has been set u p  
with  a v iew t o  end i n g  d i scr i m i n at ion  
agai n st women.  l ts  recent ly  adopted s ix ­
year  work programme covers many areas 
i n c l u d i ng human r ights ,  the ıaw, soci a l  wel ­
fare, p ublic hea l th ,  educat i o n ,  a n d  t h e  
mass media. The Committee wil l  b e  dealing 
wit h  such topics as vio lence,  rape and 
incest . i t  wi l l  p ropose new rights  for in ­
c l u sion i n  the E u ropean Convent ion on 
H uman Rights ,  to wh ich the  non-d i scr i mi­
nation c lause (Artic l e  14) wou l d  of  course 
apply .  i t  w i l l  promote recogn ition of 
women 's  civi l and polit ica l  r ights  and t h e i r  
part i cipation i n  dec i s ion-maki ng .  A com­
parative survey of the l atter subject wi l l  be 
conducted in the member states of the  
Cou n c i l  of E u rope,  and the  s i tuation  of  
unpa id working  women wi l l  be stud ied .  The 
Com mittee w i l l  a l so prov ide a part i c u l ar ly  
appropr i ate forum tor the  discussion o f  mi­
grant women 's  prob lems,  since the Cou n c i l  
o f  E u rope inc l udes both host countr ies and 
countries of or i g i n .  

Vl l 
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Devoured by the evils ot comparison and jealousy of her mother? 

C HRISTIANE OLI V I ER Psychoanalyst, Aix-en-Provence 

Why misogyny? 
Is motherhood about to fal l from its hallowed pedestal ? i n  the author's 

view, boys' and girls' attitudes to their mothers explain and nourish the 

antagonism that exists not only between men and women but also between 

women themselves. 

The word misogyny occu rred se ldom or  
never in  the  French l a n g u age u nt i l  the 
beg i n n i ng of the  n i neteent h cent ury.  i t  
means h at red of women ,  and we may 
we l l  wonder why the word misandry, 
which  wou l d  be i ts  mascu l i ne counter­
part s i g n i fy i n g  hat red of men ,  shou l d  
n o t  a l so e x i s t .  I s  h at red d i rected on ly  at 
women? For them,  at l east , the  q uest ion  
i s  f raught  w i th  ang u i s h ,  and i t  demands 
an answer.  

We may st i l i  not know the exact 
causes of t h e  aff l i ct i o n ,  but we can cer· 
ta i n l y  measure i ts  effects upon 
women's l ives ,  and we h ave d i scovered 
the ant idote :  fem i n i s m .  Fem i n i sm is the  
vacc i n e  agai nst the  assau l t  of m i sogyny, 
however camouf l aged i t  m ay be. And if  i t  
has taken women so long  to defend 
themselves agai n st i t ,  the  reason i s  that 

v ı ı ı  

t h e  evi l co u l d  often be m i staken for a 
good. 

On the  assumpt ion  that prevent ion  is 
better  than c u re ,  1 shou ld  l i ke now to 
con s i der  the ways o f  prevent i ng m is ·  
ogyny,  by studyi ng i ts  causes ,  i ts  ef ·  
fects and i ts  carr iers (fem i n i sts  may be 
rat her  h asty i n  att r ibut i n g  the  a i l ment 
exc l us ive ly  to men ,  forgett i n g  t h at 
a l though  women may not h ate men ,  t h at 
does not necessar i l y  mean t h ey l ove 
women) .  

Fea r of  women 
From t h e  very beg i n n i n g ,  a boy i s  i n  con·  
tact w i th  the  other sex.  At  b i rth  he fa l l s  
i nto t h e  hands o f  t h e  woman whose job 
i t  i s  to mother  h im ,  and he remai n s  there 
for several years (O to 12, depend i  ng  on 
the cou n t ry). At f i rst t h i s  does not seem 

to create any g reat prob lems for h i m  be· 
cause l i ke every ot her  h u man bei n g ,  he 
s u p poses t h at a l i  the rest , i nc l ud i n g  h i s  
mot her ,  are b u i l t  on t h e  same des i g n  as 
h i mse l f  (dixit Freud) .  So he  imag i nes h i s  
mother  w i t h  a v i s i b l e  pen i s ,  a n d  i t  takes 
h i m  some t i me to rea l i se t h at "she  
hasn't got  one '' ,  e i ther  because he  sees 
her n aked or starts aski ng  q uest ions ,  
w h i c h  she answers by say i n g  she hasn't 
got one because she is a woman.  Pro­
ceed ing  from h i s  i n i t i a l  bel ief  in t h e  
ident i ty  of a l i  h u man bei ngs ,  he  then 
t h i n ks "she'l l g row one" ,  but  she  
doesn't . 

H e  then  u n derstands t h at some 
peop le ,  h i s  mother  bei n g  one ,  are 
"w i thout " .  At the  same t i m e  he  i s  we l l  
aware t h at power, a s  far as h i s  ear l y  
l earn i ng i s  concerned , i s  i n  the  h a n d s  of  
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t hose who " h aven ' t  got one" ,  and a 
dangerous  equat ion  t a kes shape i n  h i s  
m i n d ,  between pen i s  a n d  power :  those 
who do not h ave a pen i s  do have power 
and because of  t h at power,  maybe t h ey 
can take away h i s  p e n i s . The equat ion  
l ives on i n  t h e  fan t a s i es of t h e  ad u l t  
m a l e ,  w h o  be l ieves t h at women are 
g uess i n g  h i s  thoug h t s ,  man i p u l at i n g  
h i m ,  t ry i n g  to t rap h i m .  A n d  women can ' t  
bel i eve the i r  eyes w h e n  they see them­
se lves draped i n  a l l  t hese i l l u sory 
powers , w h i c h  come to them stra igh t  
f rom the m a l e  i m ag i n at ion ,  branded by 
the  dom i n at i o n  of mother .  The man 's  
c h i ef obsess ion  i s  t o  prevent the  
process f rom be i n g  repeated,  to p revent 
woman from recapt u r i n g  power in any 
form. 

She m u st t herefore be removed from 
the  male 's pathway,  conf i ned to  very 
spec i f i c  p l aces from w h i ch she m u st not 
escape. And so men make war u pon 
women because of t h e i r  encounter  w i th  
t h e  f i rst wom a n ,  mother .  

But  aren ' t  t here a n y  men a t  a l l i n  t h i s  
ta le? N o ,  t h ere are n o t ;  because men 
h ave deserted t h e  p l ace i n  wh i c h  t h ey 
h ave i n sta l l ed wom e n  - the n u rsery, 
and are w i l l i n g  to a s su me a l l  k i n d s  of 
"masc u l i ne"  i napt i t udes ,  prov ided that 
do ing  so w i l l  enab le  t h e m  to rem ai n far 
from the crad l e .  

A t  the  s ide  of t h e  c rad l e  t here i s  o n l y  a 
mother ,  because m e n  do not want to 
spend t he i r t ime with women , and i t  is  
j ust too bad i f  t h e i r  sons  becom e  m i s­
ogyn i sts i n  t h e i r  t u r n .  The process comes 
f u l l  c i rc le ,  t h u s ;  the absentee fat her  h as 
a good l y  share i n  t h e  respon s i b i l i ty  tor 
h i s  son 's  m i sogyny.  

Women need to know that rai s i ng m a­
tern i ty  to t h e  l evel  of a vocat ion  i s  a 
man 's  manoeuvre,  t h e  res u l t  of h i s  de­
term i nat ion  to avo i d  women ,  and t h at i ts  
most  i m m ed i ate  effect i s  the  t rans­
m i ss ion of m i sogyny .  "üne woman 
p loughs  the f u rrow of  m i sogyny for 
another ."  

Jea lousy 
i n  the  past , everybody thought  t h at o n l y  
men h ated wom e n ,  b u t  i n  recent years, 
to the  genera l  amazement ,  we h ave 
been hear i n g  more or l ess  ha i r-rai s i n g  
ta les t o l d  by women about t h e i r  l i ves 
w i th  t h e i r  mothers .  I s  there some h i dden 
ev i l  here too? At f i rst one i s  i n c l i ned to 
d i sbe l i eve i t ,  because the mother  is of 
the  same sex as the c h i l d ;  the  l i t t l e  g i r l ,  
u n l i ke t h e  l i t t l e  boy, does not h ave t o  be 
afraid that her mother is go ing  to steal 
somet h i ng f rom her .  But t h i s  t i me ,  of 
course,  t he  envy is not on the mother 's 
s ide  but on t h at of  the l i t t l e  g i r l ,  who is 
devou red by the evi  I s  of compar ison and 
jealousy of her  mother ;  because the d i s-

A power relationship he will always resent ?  

tance between a woman 's  body and 
that of a l i t t l e  g i r l i s  so i m mense - the 
one s u bt l y  d raw n ,  sexed , f u l l  o f  c u rves, 
and the  ot her f l at ,  bare with j u st a s l i t i n  
t h e  m idd le .  Not h i n g  cou ld  look l ess l i ke 
a woman t h an a l i t t l e  g i r l ,  and t h e  l i tt l e  
g i r l ' s  des i re i s  to be i n  mot h er 's  p l ace;  
and ever after she w i l l  long to be some 
other woman , more sexua l l y  def i neci and 
o ut l i ned . The woman 's  obsess ion  i s  to 
change her body for another  one, and 
men have no  t ro u b l e  cha i n i ng her  to 
the merry-go-ro u n d  of everchang i n g  
fash ion .  

Envy and jea lo u sy character i se the  
unconsc i o u s  re l at ionsh i p  . between 
daughter  and mother ,  and envy and jeal­
ousy s u rv i ve to mar  the  re l at io n s h i p s  
between ad u l t  women . T h e  s i sterhood 
for wh i c h  the fem i n i sts  h ave c l amoured 
so loud l y  is not easy to ach i eve,  i t  re­
q u i res the negot i at ion  of a lengthy  pat h  
between t h e  h at red fe l t  for t h e  f i rst 
woman and the love one wou l d  l i ke to 
feel for other  women .  

WOMEN 

it i s  t h i s  ta le  of fa i l ed love between 
mother and daug hter that so many 
women wr i ters are te l l i n g  us  now,  and i f  
women h ave long s i nce detected men 's  
hat red of  them,  t h ey are o n l y  now d i s­
cover i n g ,  i n  pai n and chag r i n ,  t h at be­
tween women there is no love e i t h er.  

Litt l e  by l i t t le ,  the woman l earns t h at 
she i s  an object of resentment to bot h 
sexes, but  what she  does not know i s  
that s h e  owes i t  a l l t o  herse l f .  l f  s h e  ac­
cepts her ro l e  as f i rst and o n l y  force i n  
the l i ves of  her c h i l d ren ,  s h e  w i l l  be 
grat i f ied i n i t i a l l y by bo und less l ove, fo l ­
lowed by u n e n d i n g  h i dden resentment .  

Women h ave to u nderstand t h at ma­
tern i ty ,  w h i c h  men have so m ag n i f i ed 
and to w h i c h  women so aspi re, m ust be 
used not to separate the sexes but to 
br i ng them toget her ,  in shar i n g  the u p­
br i n g i n g  of t h e  baby. Otherw i se ,  mater­
n i ty  as woman 's  " pr iv i l ege" a l l too often 
becomes a c u rse la id  upon her .  

I X  
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YVONNE VON STEDI NGK Freelance journalist, Stockholm 

Quo vadis, Swedish Eva? 

Sweden enj oys some of the most advan ced social l egisl ation in Europe. 

Are women's problems there an y differen t? 

Facts and f i g u res - however br ief  and 
dry - are somet i mes more descr ip t i ve 
than  words ,  and what i s  more, they are 
necessary if one wants to i l l ustrate the  
enormous c h anges w h i c h  have taken 
p lace i n  Sweden s i nce the 1 930s in the 
f ie ld of soc ia l  and fam i l y  pol i cy ,  
changes w h i c h  in t u rn h ave fu ndamen·  
ta l ly  i n f l uenced the s i t u at ion of  the 
Swed i s h  woman of  today .  

x 

Where wo u l d  she h ave been w i thout  
society's s u p port tor fam i l i es with ehi l ·  
d ren i n  the  form of general  ch i ld  a l low· 
ance,  hous i n g  a l l owance,  prophy l act i c  
mother  and c h i l d  care, school  mea ls ,  
nat iona l  hea l th  i n s u rance schemes,  
soc i a l  home-he lp  schemes,  com p rehen­
s i ve c h i l d  care fac i l i t i es ,  parenta l  i n ­
surance schemes and pensions o f  various 
kinds ,  to ment ion j u st a few. Add to t h i s  

t h e  l ega l  f ramework affect i n g  soc ia l  
po l i cy i n  genera l ,  such  as the  new abor­
t i o n  l aw ( 1 975), the i n d iv idua l  taxat ion  
law ( 1 971 ) ,  and the  d i vorce law ( 1 974), 
not forgett i n g  the new law on equa l i ty  
between women and m e n  i n  work ing  l i fe 
( 1 976). 

N at u ra l l y ,  t h i s  j u n g l e  of reforms af­
fects not o n l y  the Swed i s h  woman ,  but 
soc i ety at l arge, a soc i ety made up of 
s l i g h t l y  more than e ight m i l l ion  peop le ,  
more than h a l t  of  whom are of  the  fe­
ma le  sex . The major i ty  of the  g rown-up 
pop u l at ion i s  marr ied . A general i ncrease 
in marr iages was noted from 1 974 on­
wards ,  a t rend wh i c h  cont i n ued tor 
those over t h i rty ,  but w h i c h  has been re­
versed tor t h ose under t h at age .  More or 
less in the same per iod ,  however, i .e .  
1 970-74, d i vorces dou b l ed wh i l e  more 
and more coup les started to l i ve 
together w i thout  be i n g  marr ied . Here 
Sweden sets a pecu l i a r  wor ld record , 
c lose ly  fo l lowed by Den mark ! As a 
d i rect conseq uence, the  n u m ber of s ing le  
parents i n c reased con s iderably .  Thus ,  a 
t h i rd of a l i  c h i l d ren born i n  Sweden 
today have u n wed parents .  

And f i n al l y  some f i g u res concern i n g  
work i n g  mothers :  two-t h i rds  of a l i  
mothers w i th  c h i l d ren u n d e r  seven work.  
The t rend is towards start i ng work even 
when the c h i l d  is a baby.  New stat i st i cs  
i n d i cate t h at e ight  out  o f  ten  g a i n fu l l y  
e m p l oyed women h ave resumed the i r  
jobs w i th i n  twelve months  afte r  a c h i l d  
has  been born . 

Frighten i ng perfection 
What conc l us ions  can be d rawn f rom al l 
t h i s? F i rst and foremost perhaps  that 
Swed ish  soc i ety i s  one  i n  t rans i t ion  and 
a l so one f u l !  of  cont rad i ct ions .  Wh i l e  on 
t h e  one hand the  modern i st i c  strug g l e ,  
part i c u lar ly  among w o m e n ,  to break 
loose from a l i t rad i t i o n a l  t i es ,  e .g .  mar­
r i age ,  is evident , t here is on the other  
hand a def i n i te  t rend towards the  o l d  
establ i shed v a l u e s .  And  a s  a red t h read 
t h rough i t  a l i goes t h e  i nc reas i n g l y  i nde-

Fathercare 
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"The h uman factor, which somehow appeared forgotten, does count a fter a l/ "  

pendent woman who bes i des her ro l e  as 
mother and somet i mes even as wife of the 
fat her  of her  c h i l d ,  very m uch tends to 
l ead a l i fe of her own in w h i c h  work and 
career p l ay a d o m i nant ro l e  - a woman 
who p l ans her  l i fe ,  the "arr ival " of her 
c h i l d ren ,  and the "stat u s "  of her  part ­
ner ,  nane of  wh ich  m ust be al lowed to 
i nte rfere with her own se l f-real i sat ion 
and w i sh to g et what she wants ou t  of  
l i fe .  

Now, where does a l l  t h i s  l ead us? For 
an outs ider w i t h  some i n s i g ht ,  a p i ct u re 
of a l most f r i g h t e n i n g  perfect ion  p re­
sents i tse l f ,  o n e  where no aspect of  l i fe 
seem s  to h ave been l eft to chance,  
where l i teral l y  everyt h i n g  seems to h ave 
been a l most c l i n ica l l y  ana lysed and 
then ,  but o n l y  then ,  accepted or  re­
jected.  All so we l l thought  t h roug h ,  so 
beaut i f u l l y  p l an n ed and, a l as,  so dead ly  
ser ious ! And t h e  one q u est ion w h i c h  
o n e  wou l d  l i ke to a s k  onese l f  i s  whether  
the  Swed i s h  woman , l iv i n g  i n  Sweden 
today and benef i t i n g  from i t  a l l ,  i s  
happy,  happ ier  a n d  more sat i sf ied t h an 
she u sed to be .  

Of course t h i s  is  an overs i m p l i f i cat ion  
of a far more com p l ex set  of q uest i o n s  
w h i c h  cannot s i m pl y  b e  answered "yes" 
or "no" .  Most cert a i n l y  she i s  happier  in  
the  sense t h at she i s  now free to 
choose;  i .e .  the overal l tec h n ica l  f rame­
work h as been p rov ided for her  to do so.  
She is no longer t i ed to house and c h i l ­
dren i f  s h e  does not want t o  be.  Yet i s  
she real l y  a l l  t h at f ree? Somet i mes i t  
wou l d  seem t h at the  pressu re of soc i ety 
i s  such that some women ,  maybe u n ­
consc ious ly ,  c hoose to work,  s i nce stay-

i n g  at home,  ru n n i ng a househo l d  w i th  
al l t hat i m p l ies ,  i s  not ,  no t  yet , con­
s idered " rea l "  work.  Has t h i s , maybe,  to 
be red i scovered? 

And what about l i fe on the l abou r  mar­
ket? The s i t uat ion of the  work i ng  
woman i s  not , even i n  Sweden,  a l l t h at 
idea l . A l thou g h  many aspects h ave been 
more or  l ess reso lved on paper,  rea l i t y  in 
Sweden , l i ke in most ot her  count r i es, 
looks a g reat deal  d i fferent .  Sweden i s  
st i l i  a cou n t ry very m uc h  governed by 
men , and t h e  l abou r  m arket is st i l i  very 
m uch sex-d i v i ded .  Wh i l st the n u m be r  of 
work ing  women approaches t h at of 
men , l arge d i fferences st i l i  ex i st be­
tween the sexes in cond i t ions of emp loy­
ment ,  part i c u l ar ly  w i th  reg ard to occu­
pat iona l  cho ice ,  pay and hours of  work .  
Women are n um erou s  in  occu pat ions  
wh ich  are t rad i t iona l l y  l i t t l e  esteemed 
and paid.  For i n stance,  e ig hty per cent 
of a l l  work i n g  women are found in o n l y  
twenty f i ve o f  t h e  some 290 ex ist i n g  oc­
c upat ions .  

And the d ay n u rser ies? Many more 
p l aces are needed to enab le  mot hers to 
work outs ide t h e  home. The  t rad i t iona l  
g randmot her  who u sed to take over i s  no  
longer  there. She has  become a g reat 
deal younger  in the course of events ,  
and now she too i s  work i ng . . .  A l l  i n  a l l ,  
perhaps t h e  s i t uat ion  o f  t h e  work i n g  
woman ,  a n d  t h e  worki ng mother i n  par­
t i c u l ar,  is not so rosy? 

H u m a n  factor 
And the  Swed i s h  man ,  where does  he 
stand i n  a l l  t h i s? l f  a l lowed to genera l  i se 

WOMEN 

one m igh t  s u m  it u p  by sayi n g  t h at 
whereas t h e  Swed i s h  woman has found  
her  way out o f  the  home ,  the  man i s  now 
slowly f i nd i n g  h i s  way i n  - a con­
sequence,  m aybe, of los ing g ro u n d  on 
t h e  one s ide ,  and t ry i ng  to ga in  on  the 
ot her? As a d i rect consequence o f  t h i s  
who le  deve lopment ,  t h e  new parenthood 
i n s u rance scheme can be seen as en­
courag i ng s h ared respons i b i l i ty  for  the  
ch i l d ren . The fact that more and more 
fathers are m a k i n g  use of the  var ious  
prov is ions  o f  th i s  scheme co u l d  be i nter­
preted as a s i g n  of  the  t rend away f rom 
the t rad i t i o n a l  ma le-dom i n ated soc i ety  
towards a k ind  of jo i nt-partnersh i p  so­
c iety .  And it wou l d  appear that a new 
k i n d  of re l at ionsh i p  between man and 
woman in Sweden is s lowly g a i n i n g  
g round ,  one w i th  more f l ex i b i l i ty ,  w i t h  
more shar i n g  i n  a n d  understand i n g  for 
each other's p rob l ems at home as wel l  
as at work.  

Yet the  eternal  st rugg l e  between the  
sexes goes  o n  and i s  l i ke l y  to do so for 
q u i t e  some t i me.  i t  m ight  be said t h at 
the  f i rst part o f  the  batt le ,  for reforms 
and l ega l  i m p rovements ,  has more or  
l ess  been won ,  w h i l e  the  more t i me­
con s u m i n g  psycho log i ca l  batt l e  re­
ma ins .  And a l t hough  one wou l d  w i s h  for 
Swed ish  men  and women,  part i c u l ar ly  
the  women,  a s peedy so l ut ion to a l l  t h e i r  
un resolved p rob lems a t  wh atever leve l ,  
i t  i s  somehow comfort i n g  t o  t h i n k  t h at i n  
the  m i d st o f  so  m uch perfect ion ,  o r  near  
perfect ion ,  the h uman factor ,  w h i c h  
somehow a ppeared forgotten , does 
count  after a l i .  Even in Sweden . 
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Vigdis Finnbogado ttir 

lnterview by Nico le Rontchevsky Acting Editor in Chief, Forum 

Women and power 
Vigdis Finnbogadottir, Presi dent of the Republ ic of lceland since 1 August 1 980, is 

the first woman in the world to be elected head of state. 

NR: U nt i l  recent ly ,  you were d i rector of 
the Reykjav i k  theat re. You switched to 
pol i t i c s ;  was power the att ract ion? 
VF: N o ,  power doesn ' t  att ract me - it  
can be m i s u sed . Our  V i k i n g  ancestors,  
who came here in the  n i nt h  cent u ry and 
were accustomed to roya l  power,  foun ·  
ded  a democracy i n  l ce l a n d .  The  head  of  
state rec ited the  law ,  but  h ad no power. 
l t 's not a good t h i n g  for power to be con· 
cent rated in the h ands of  one perso n .  
NR: Power i s  a l so the  o p port u n ity  t o  
exert i n f l uence.  
VF: True.  l 'm a woman with i n d i rect 
power. For one t h i ng ,  peo p l e  attach i m­
portance to what the  head of state says. 
To t h at extent ,  1 h ave power,  but i t  i s n 't 
str ict l y  po l i t i ca l  power. C u l tu re i s  my 
spec i a l  i nterest and a s o u rce of  what 
power 1 h ave. Dur i ng  t h e  e l ect ion cam­
paig n  1 ta l ked to lce landers  about  t h e i r  
cu l t u ra l  a n d  nat iona l  ident i ty ;  1 exp la ined 
how and i n  what k i nd  of soc iety we are 
l iv i n g .  That ' s  an exam p l e  of i n f l uence 
t h ro u g h  power. 
NR: Has the fact of be i n g  e lected head 
of state changed you? 

x ı ı  

VF: No ,  l ' m  st i l l  exact l y  t h e  same. 
NR: Do you t h i n k  a woman can w ie ld  
power  i n  the  same way as a man ,  or 
does she h ave to get away from the  
m a l e  approach?  
VF: To my m i nd ,  a woman who takes on 
res pons i b i l i t i es  m ust n 't start p l ay i n g  at 
be i n g  a man .  Far too often you see 
women M Ps ,  ban kers or  managers i m i ­
tat i ng m e n .  l t ' s  a m i stake.  Women ,  w i th  
the i r  d i f ferent v iew and u nderstan d i ng 
of t h e  worl d ,  ought  to assert them as a 
com p l ement to men 's .  
N R :  Are the  pub l i c  woman and t h e  real 
you two d i fferent peop le?  
VF:  1 don 't t h i n k  so. Obvious ly  one i s  
more carefu l  about  what o n e  says. 1 en­
joy l i fe as m uch as ever .  
NR: Yo u don' t  be long to any po l i t i ca l  
party .  On p r i nc i p le? Or  do you t h i n k  t h at 
fem i n i sm i s  a poss i b l e  s u bst i t ute? 
VF: On pr i nc ip le .  1 don 't want to be 
bou n d  by any party po l i t i ca l  ru les .  l ' m  
j ust l i ke that .  ( N o  rep l y  o n  fem i n i sm) .  
N R :  l t ' s  been sa id you owe you r  e lect ion 
to  the women 's  vote .  
VF:  Not so. l f  l 'd got  the women 's  vote ,  1 

wou l d  have po l l ed 50 per cent of the 
votes cast . 1 got  34 per cent ,  around 
43,000 votes ,  and 1 t h i n k  ha l t  of  them 
were men ' s .  The you n g  and the  o l d  voted 
for me, but not the women of my own 
generat ion .  
NR: Was i t  apathy  that made women re­
act t h at way? 
VF: Apathy ,  no. Women don 't h ave any 
conf idence in themse lves,  so they don 't 
h ave any in other wome n .  That 's why we 
h ave on ly  t h ree women M Ps - in the  
par l i amentary e lect ions ,  women voted 
tor t h e  men at the top of  the l i st .  The l ce­
l a n d i c  Fem i n i st Un ion  d i d n 't s u pport ;  
t h ey d idn 't t h i n k  t here w a s  anyt h i ng odd 
about a woman stan d i ng for e lect ion 
and t herefore not  need i n g  any spec i al 
s u p port .  Th at seemed to me to make 
sense.  
NR: But you were com pet i n g  w i th  t h ree 
m e n  and your  bei n g  a woman was 
bound  to be a factor .  
V F :  Yes, of cou rse,  but ,  man or woman ,  
i t  was the person t h at counted.  
NR: What ch anges wo u l d  you l i ke to see 
in t h e  soc i ety  we are l i v i ng  i n?  
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VF:  Far one t h i n g ,  1 wou l d  l i ke to see 
women hav i n g  more sel f-conf idence,  
bei ng  braver abo ut  s h o u l der ing  the i r  re­
spon s i b i l i t i es .  l'm conv i nced that i n  
the i r hearts men (under  s o  m uch stra i n ,  
i n c i dental ly ,  t hat they h ave more heart 
attacks than us) want women to share 
respo n s i b i l i ty w i t h  them.  
NR: But past exper ience h as shown t h at 
they are nane too w i l l i n g  when it comes 
to s u rrender i n g  power .  
VF:  l ndeed , and t h at's what l 'd l i ke to 
change :  i t  shou l d  be normal  tor  women 
to be a l l owed to share responsi b i l i t i es ,  
tor them not to need  to be much more 
h i g h l y  qua l i f i ed and tor the i r  q u a l i f i ­
cat ions  t o  b e  recog n i sed a s  a matter o f  
cou rse. There's a story 1 cou l d  te l i you :  
at a meet i ng tor next year's l nternat iona l  
Year of the D isab led ,  someone said :  " H e  
can't f i nd a j o b  because he's hand i ­
capped " :  1 remarked,  "J ust l i ke u s  
women " ,  a n d  someone joked back:  " But 
women ought to h ave been c lass i f i ed as 
hand icapped long ago " .  That j ust about 
s u m s  up  women's s i tuat i o n .  
NR: H o w  d o  you acco unt  t o r  lce l and's 
not hav ing any women m i n i sters? 

VF: Because m i n i sters are chosen from 
among M Ps and o n l y  t h ree of these are 
women .  üne or other  cou l d  have got a 
post , but they d i d n't have enough pol i t i ­
ca l  exper ience.  

NR: The i r  i nexper ience m i g h t  have been 
compen sated by ori g i na l i ty and cre­
at iveness - t h ese can be a real  asset 
too. 

VF: 1 q u ite agree,  but  t h i s  t i me t h i n g s  
d i d n't work aut  t h at way. 

NR: Do you t h i n k  the women's move­
ment can br i n g  about a soc ia l  revo l ut i o n  
a n d  what d o  yo u t h i n k  women h ave t o  
cont r ibute? 

VF:  Revo l u t i o n ?  1 don't t h i n k  so,  be­
cause a wom an's early years wi l l  a lways 
be taken up  w i t h  motherhood. Ch i l d ren  
are necessary. But  women cou ld  change  
a lo t  of t h i n g s  i n  soc iety ,  i f  on ly  they h ad 
a m i nd to. Very ear ly  on t h ey shou ld  be 
more determ i n ed about choos i n g  t h e i r  
s i tu at ion  a n d  s h o u l d  l o o k  to the  f u t u re .  
Betore even t h i n ki ng about sett i n g  u p  a 
home.  

NR: Do yo u t h i n k  t h ere i s  any part i c u l ar 
age-g roup  we can re l y  on tor soc i a l  
change? 

VF: Yes, the  yo u n g  have d i f ferent i deas 
about l i fe .  l f  1 h ad been a marr ied woman 
tor i n stance,  1 don't th i n k  a man wo u l d  
have g i ven u p  h i s  j o b  to fo l low me 
around the cou n t ry ,  because that's t h e  
way soc iety i s  j u st n o w .  That's some­
t h i ng the young  are busy chang ing .  Many 
cou p l es accept t h at i t  can be e i ther  the  
one or  the ot her  who goes  aut  to work .  
Th at's somet h i n g  new. 

NR: Yo ur  chosen l i festy le  (as a d i vorcee 
who has adopted a l i t t le  g i r l )  shows a 

l i berated approach to i n st i t ut i o n s .  Has 
i t  been he ld  aga i n st yo u? 
VF: On the cont rary. l t 's  been m uch  ad­
m i red . 1 was the  f i rst woman ,  over  here 
at l east , to express ly  request a c h i l d  yet 
to be born .  1 knew the baby was d u e  i n  
October. Two h o u rs after i t s  b i rt h  t h ey 
to ld  me it had arr ived ; 1 went to fetch  i t  
t h ree days l ater ,  h av i n g  sa id 1 wou l d  
take i t  j ust a s  i t  was,  even deformed o r  
hand i capped . R u n  exact l y  t h e  same 
r i sks as any mother .  
NR: What wou l d  you l i ke to do tor the 
women i n  yo u r  count ry? 
VF: l n s t i l  se l f-co n f i dence and amb i t ion  
- amb i t ion  i s  a good th i ng  - so t h at 
they won't be sat i sf ied w i th  a second 
rate educat i o n .  
NR: D o  you t h i n k  y o u  c a n  exert an i n ­
f l uence i n  E u rope? 
VF: l f  we've got somet h i n g  to say at 
home,  we can say it abroad . 1 s h a l l  be a 
representat i ve of lce land and 1 hope to 
get a heari n g  abroad. 
NR: What's you r  bas ic  ideal or  ideo logy? 

VF: Opt i m i s m .  De l i berate opt i m i sm ,  be­
cause look i n g  on the br ight  s ide  i s n't 
fash ionab le .  When you open t h e  news­
papers,  f i ve head l i nes aut of seven are 
g l oomy.  Opt i m i s m  g i ves me the strength 
to f ight  and bel i eve in  what l 'm do i n g ;  
otherw i se wh at's the  po i nt? 

NR: You've t u rned c u l t u re i nto a mode of 
act ion .  What con nect ion do you see be­
tween pol i t i c s  and c u l t u re? 

VF: Cu l tu re h e l p s  you u nderstand t h e  
wor ld  about you .  Y o u  c a n ' t  govern  i f  you 
don't know t h e  h i story of your  co u n t ry ,  a 
people ,  a nat ion .  l f you don't know where 
you're from,  you lose you r  ident i ty .  How 
can you te l l where you're going i f  yo u 
don't know where you've got to o r  what 
bas i s  yo u're speak ing

. 
o n .  

NR: Wh at do y o u  t h i n k  of the  women's 
movement i n  ı ra n ,  i n  l s l am? Where do 
c u l t u re ,  pol i t i c s  and t rad i t ion  come i n  
here? 

VF: Every peo p l e  m u st be free to rea l i se 
i ts  c u l t u re i n  i t s  own way. Perso n a l l y ,  as 
an lce lander ,  1 co u l d n't h ave accepted a 
ret urn to an o l der  l i festy le .  You've got to 
start aut from t rad i t ion ,  but not  c l i ng to 
i t .  You reg ress,  i f  you don't go torward . 

NR: i n  a nat iona l  budget ,  wou l d  you g ive 
c u l t u re pr ior i ty? 

VF: Educat i o n ,  1 t h i n k ,  because i t  t akes 
in c u l t u re .  But  yo u've got to be able to 
adapt choi ces to c i rcu mstances.  

NR: What wou l d  you l i ke to do to i m­
p rove the  l i ves  of work i n g  women , s i nce 
they prov ide the home and ch i ld ren w i th  
the  essent i a l s  t h at soc i ety doesn 't s u p­
p ly?  

VF: l'd l i ke them not  to be worry i n g  
about h o m e  when they're a t  work .  That 
means organ i sat ion ,  he l p w i th  look ing  
after c h i l dren o r  t h e  s ick .  i n  each ne igh ­
bo u rhood , i t  s h o u l d  be poss i b le  t o  f i nd  

WOMEN 

peop le  who wou l d  l i ke to do that k i n d  of  
work and wou l d  be pa id  tor do i n g  i t .  
NR: What do you understand by qua l i ty  
of l i fe? 
VF: Liv i ng in an envi ronment wh i c h  
keeps me a l e rt ,  g i ves me i n s p i rat i o n ,  
g i ves me ideas .  

NR: You don't see i t  in  terms of comfort? 

VF: You can get by w i thout comtort .  lt's 
better hav i n g  both .  l f 1 had to choose 
one,  l 'd go tor the st i m u l at i ng env i ron­
ment .  

N R :  Do you t h i n k  t h at ,  i f  they h ad more 
power, women wo u l d  be ab le to p revent 
wars? 

VF: l'm conv i n ced that if they h ad ,  i t  
co u l d  on ly  be tor t h e  good of m an k i n d .  
A t  a l i  event s ,  i t  co u l d n't make t h i ng s  any 
worse. 

NR: What m a kes you say that?  

VF: Women wou l d  br i ng  men the i r  i nte l ­
l i gence,  t h e i r  understand i n g  and the i r  
v is ion  of t h e  wor l d .  That co u l d n't fa i l to 
i m p rove t h i n g s  and broaden m i nd s .  
Women a n d  men work s o  m uc h  better  
together .  

NR: Do you t h i n k  t here i s  any other  bas i s  
tor re lat ions  between states a n d  men 
than brute torce? 

VF: Scient i f i c  research has succeeded 
in chang i n g  many t h i n g s  t h i s  cent u ry .  i n  
med i c i ne ,  tor i n stance,  su pposed l y  i n ­
cu rabl e  d i seases h ave been con q uered . 
Why sho u l d n't research succeed i n  
chang ing  t hose re l at ions? 

N R :  Yet , we know very we l l  that t hose re­
l at ions have t h e i r  o r i g i n  in the i n d i v idua l  
and  i n  h i s  agg ress iveness.  i t  i s  conf ron ­
tat ion w i th  others  that generates the  
u rge to dom i n ate and - between coun ­
t r i es - power po l i t i cs .  

VF:  Yes ,  but  we need to do some p l a i n  
t a l k i n g ,  f i n d  the  root causes.  Why can't 
we get on better toget her? The facts 
have to be faced . Too many peop le  dodge 
the real i ssues .  

NR: l sn't t h at rather  Utop ian?  As i f  
states' strength  weren't based on  arms? 

VF: We m u st work towards Uto p i a .  You 
never get t here, but  you m u st m ove i n  
that d i rect i o n .  Ot herw ise you reg ress .  

NR: What , to  you ,  i s  the  ma in  q u a l i ty  re­
q u i red of a head of  state? 

VF: Love of  count ry and of the peop le  
l i v i ng  i n  i t ,  awareness t h at everyone  has  
a r ight  to be t here. 

NR: Has po l i t i cs never struck you as 
be i n g  "theat re"? 

VF: That's not tor me to say . . .  A l i  the 
same, the  t h eatre 1 came from is  op­
pos i te  Par l i ament  and the  peo p l e  from 
the two b u i l d i ng s  often meet in the  
st reet . They  often u sed to ask  me :  
" How's you r  t h eat re do ing?"  " Not bad " ,  
l'd answer,  and t hey'd rep ly ,  " I  w i s h  1 
cou l d  say t h e  same tor m i ne" .  The st reet 
is cal l ed Hope St reet . 

x ı ı ı  
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N ERM i N  ABADAN U NAT Former Senator, Professor of Political Science, University of Ankara 

The status of women in southern Europe 

Whether we defin e southern Europe in a broad sense as the totali ty of 

M editerran ean people or in a more restricti ve way as countries belon gin g 

to the northern shores of the Mediterran ean , a number of characteristics 

differentiate the area from n orthern Europe. This applies as much to 

gen eral features such as in dustrial isat ion,  urban isation and advan ced 

techn ology as to specific on es l i ke the situation of women . 

The soc io-econom i c  struct u re of many 
southern Eu ropean cou nt r i es i s  st i l !  
st ron g l y  dom i n ated by ag r i c u l t u re .  
Domest i c  m i g rat ion  toward i n d ust r ia l  
centres has not  come to an end ,  and d i s­
pari t i es  between v i l l age  and c i ty  l i fe i n  
terms o f  ed ucat i o n ,  hea l th  care,  work ing  
cond i t i ons ,  and l e i s u re act iv i t i es are 
st i l i  q u i te sharp .  These structu ral i m ­
balances exerc i se a notab le  i m pact 
u pon t h e  l i fe sty le  and genera l  s i t uat ion  
of women .  Thus w i th  respect to many 

i ssues and probl ems,  i t  seems erroneous  
to t reat European women i n  a standard 
way. 

R ight  from the beg i n n i ng of the soc ia l ­
i sat ion  process,  g i r l s  a re  predest i ned by  
t h e i r  educat i o n .  The i r  or ientat ion  toward 
manua l  or i nt e l l ect ua l  work,  t h e i r  prep­
arat ion  for m arr i age (t rou sseau maki n g ,  
dowry, ete . ) ,  the  att i t ude of parents and 
re l at ives as to partner  cho ice,  the i r  ex­
pectat ions  in  reg ard to sex ro les i n  
soc i ety  and egal i tar ian t reatment  w i t h i n  

A passivity reinforced b y  the weigh t o f  tradition 

X I V  

the  fam i ly and work p l ace, f i na l l y ,  oppor­
t u n i t i es for emp loyment :  a l l these cru ­
c ia l  q uest ions seem to be handled d i ffer­
ent ly  in nort h ern and southern Europe.  

The weight o f  t ra d it i o n  
Wh i l e  north  European women h ave set 
out  to conq uer the former bast ions  of 
ma le  dom i n atio n ,  south Eu ropean 
women - even where rap i d  modern i s­
at ion  and lega l  reforms h ave s u bstan­
t i a l l y  a l tered t h e i r  stat u s  - are st i l i  ob-
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l i g ed to f i g ht tor t h e  en forcement of  
these r ights .  Furt h ermore,  i n  some of 
these countr ies the t rad i t iona l  upbri ng­
ing has prod uced a generat ion  of young  
women who a re  st i l i  u n ab le  com p l ete ly  
to g rasp the  mean i n g  of t h e  progress ive 
l eg i s l at i o n .  An exam p l e  i s  res i stance to 
the d i vo rce l aw i n  l ta ly .  

Not o n l y  p re-i nd ust r i a l  st ruct u res but  
a l so t rad i t ions ,  mores and re l i g ious  
pract i ces cont r i bute s i g n i f i cant l y  to a 
d i fference i n  t h e  behav iou r  of the  aver­
age southern European woman . i n  t h i s  
respect t here i s  a str i k i n g  resem bl ance 
between Cat h o l i c  countr ies  such as Por­
t u g a l ,  Spai n ,  l ta ly  and Ort h odox Greece 
on one hand and l s l a m i c  co untr ies such  
as Turkey on t h e  other .  

Rel i g ious  be l i ef  systems do form a 
barr ier  re i n forc i ng the  pass iv i ty  of 
women .  Even such a p rog ress ive c h u rch  
l eader as Pope J o h n  XXl l l  was  "sad­
dened t h at wom a n ' s  f u ndamental  r ights  
as a person are  st i l l  not  respected every­
where,  but adj u red woman never to for­
get t h at the end to w h i c h  the Creator 
has orda i ned her who le  bei ng is ma­
tern i ty"  (Encyc l ica l  Gaudium et Spes, 
1 962). i n  l s l am t h e  stat u s  of women ,  
com pared to o ther  monothe is t ic  re­
l i g ions ,  is one of a l most com p lete s u b­
j ug at ion to t h e  author i ty  of men .  
A l though Turkey adopted the  pr i n c i p l e  
of sec u l ar ism f i fty years ago, t h u s  sep­
arat i n g  rel i g ion  from pub l i c  l i fe ,  never­
the less the C iv i l Code borrowed from 
Switzer land in 1 926 (very s i m i lar  to the  

The Social Charter 

The e leven member states of the Cou n c i l  of 
Europe who are bound  by the European 
Social Charter, i n  force since 1965, undertake 
i n  Art ic le 4 "to recogn ise the r ight of men 
and women workers to equa l  pay tor work 
of equa l  val ue".  Art i c l e  17  guarantees the 
r ight  of mothers and c h i l d ren to socia l  and 
economic protect ion ,  wh i l e  Art ic le  8 sets 
out standards tor the protect ion of em­
p loyed women, making it u n l awfu l ,  tor 
example ,  tor a n  employer to d i smiss a 
woman dur ing  absence on matern i ty l eave. 

one in force in l ta ly) is st i l l  based on the  
re l at ive super io r i ty  of the  h usband .  
F u rthermore, t h e  penal  codes i n  many 
Medi terranean count r ies  strong ly  under­
l i ne these i nequa l i t i es .  l ssues such  as 
leg it i m i sat ion  of  abort ion  under cert a i n  
c i rcu mstances,  as i n t rod uced i n  l t a l y  on 
18  February 1 975 and i n  Tu rkey i n  1 965 
by amendment of t h e  Pena l  Code,  h ave 
not received s u f f i c i ent p u b l i c  s u p port .  
Wh i l e  in both l ta ly and Turkey off i c i a l s  
report a larm i ng n u m bers of i l l egal l y  per­
formed abort ions ,  endanger ing the l i fe 
of thousands o f  mothers (more than 
25,000 a year are  k i l l ed i n  Tu rkey), " pro­
b i rt h "  e l emen t s  h ave attacked fam i l y  
p l a n n i n g  c l i n i cs  i n  F lo rence .  S i m i l ar l y  i n  

Tu rkey fam i l y  p l an n i n g methods h ave 
been d i ssem i n ated o n l y  in metropol i tan 
areas owing  to l ac k  of  po l i t i ca l  s u p port .  

The penal  codes of  Turkey and l ta ly  
strong l y  em phas i se fem a l e  pass iv i ty  
and propr ieta ry r ights .  Male i n f ide l i t y  as 
ground for legal separat ion was g ranted 
in l ta ly u nt i l  1 968 o n l y  i f  the h usband i n­
sta l l ed a m i st ress under  the mar i ta l  
roof .  A l l  t hese exam p l es and many 
ot hers,  adm i rab l y  descr i bed i n  Kazant­
sak is 's  novel Zorba the Greek, i n d i cate 
t h at on s u bj ect s such  as ad u l tery, se­
duct ion  and cr i mes of  honour ,  the mores 
of S ic i ly ,  in other  word s  of  a cont i n u i n g  
feudal  order ,  st i l l  co-ex i st w i th  t h e  
soc ia l  order of  h i g h l y  i nd ust r ia l i sed so­
c iet ies  or  soc iet ies  in rap id  tran s i t i o n .  

The i m pact of t h ese rem nants of t h e  
past are ref l ected i n  m a n y  i n stances o f  
da i l y  l i fe .  i n  r u ra l  Turkey parents st i l i  ar­
range a l arge m ajor i ty  of marr i ages.  
These i nter-fam i l y  a l l i ances have two 
i m portant consequences: compen sat ion 
pa id to the  br ide 's  fam i ly tor the  loss of 
the  unpaid worker,  and a h i g h  rate of 
marriage among re l at i ves .  

To ken leve l s  
These man i fo ld  d i screpanc i es br i n g  u s  
f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  i m portant  top ic  o f  edu­
cat ion  and emp loyment . Women i n  
southern Europe ,  a l though i n  pr i n c i p l e  
benef i c iary of  const i t ut iona l l y  g uaran­
teed eq ua l  r i gh ts  of  educat ion ,  are en­
co u raged "de facto" to l i m i t  the hor izon 

WOMEN 

of the i r  expectat i o n s  and to em brace 
rat her "tem i n i ne"  occupat ions .  The i r  en­
v i ronment p ushes t h em strong l y  to 
adopt the val ues mak ing  woman an ac­
com p l i shed housew i fe and a devoted 
w i fe/mother  rather  than  a successfu l  ca­
reer woman . l ndeed in al most a l l Med i ­
terranean co unt r ies ,  a l arge n u m ber  o f  
women a n d  g i r l s  a r e  heavi l y  engaged i n  
u n paid agr i c u l t ura l  work. i n  the  stat­
i s t ics  they appear as " u n pa id  fam i l y  
mem bers " .  T h e  educat ional  l evel  of  a 
g reat major i ty  of t h ese women does not 
exceed pr i m ary schoo l .  Th i s  is why a 
d i sproport i o n ate n u m ber of women 
workers are to be found i n  the peri pheral 
labour market (temporary work,  part­
t i me work, c l andest i n e  work and a k i nd  
of ret urn to cottage i n d ustr ies) w i th  i t s  
l ega l  and  soc ia l  d i sadvantages. 

These c haracter i s t ics  a lsa exp l a i n  
why,  i n  s p i t e  of  t h e i r  strong i nterest i n  
pol i t i ca l  and pub l i c  i ssues,  a s  ref l ected 
by the mass m ed i a  (espec i a l l y  te le­
v i s ion) ,  and t h e i r  h i g h  el ectoral part i c i ­
pat ion ,  women 's  membersh i p  i n  po l i t i ­
ca l  and  e lect i ve bod ies rema ins  at token 
leve l s.  

Thus as M ü beccel  B .  Ki ray r i gh t l y  re­
marks, the  women and mothers of Ereg l i  
- a n  Anato l ian  sma l l town typ ica l  of  
southern E u ropean set t lements - are 
not l i ke Nara i n  l bsen 's  Doll's House, 
but p lay an i m portant part i n  c h a n g i n g  
t h e  res i stant  s e x  rol es of a t rad i t i ona l  
soc iety w i th  the ıeast poss i b l e  f r i ct i o n .  
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GRAZIA FRANCESCATO and G I S EL LA PANDOLFO Journalists, ANSA, Rome 

Ending the conspiracy of si lence 
in  takin g stock of the reported cases of viol ence against women in l ta l y, 

on e is on l y  scratchin g the surface. Behind the taboos, the sil ence and 

the private an d social shame which stil l haunts the victims, there lies the 

real ity of everyday l ife - a reality interwoven with acts of viol ence which 

are not con fin ed to rape and which rel ent l essly punctuate the l ives of 

mil l ions of women. 

Accord i n g  to a nat ion ·wide su rvey con­
ducted by the l ta l i an Women's Liber­
ation Movement i n  1 978 cover i ng  3,000 
women in l ta ly  (a l though o n l y  1 ,872 va l id 
quest ionna i res were ret u rned) ,  92 per 
cent of those i ntervi ewed h ad been s u b­
jected to some form of v io lence ,  and 
they were not a l l  mem bers of the  work­
i n g  c l asses or  l i v i ng  a fr i nge ex i stence 

X V I  

- 4 2  per cent came from m i d d l e-c l ass 
backg rounds .  

The  s u rvey covered t h ree categor ies 
of  v io l ence:  mora l ,  physical  and sexual . 
78 per cent of those q uest ioned sa id 
t h ey h ad been subjected to moral  v io l ­
ence:  d i scr i m i nat ion  in  the  fam i l y  (70 per  
cent) ,  at  school  (28 per cent) ,  on account  

of a repress i ve ed ucat ion  (63 per  cent )  or  
at  work (62 per cent) .  

The women ad mi t  t h at t h e i r  response 
to t h i s  most s u bt l e  but  deep ly  con d i t ion ­
i n g  of al l forms of v io lence i s  one of 
s u b m i ss ion and pas s i v i ty .  " Mora l  and 
psycho log i ca l  v io l ence has cou n t l ess  
n uances ' ' ,  sa id  one of  the  i nterviewees, 
"not l east o u r  own compl i c i ty . "  

As for  phys i cal  v io lence,  48 per cent 
of the  sam p l e  had been st ruck o r  phys i ­
ca l l y  i l l -t reated . i t  i s  w i th i n  the  fam i l y  
that v io lence i s  most common :  4 5  per 
cent had been hit by t h e i r  mothers 
(wh ich  ra ises the  i ssue  of un wanted 
c h i l d ren on whom the mothers vent the i r  
own f rust rat ion) ,  48  per cent  by t h e i r  
fat hers a n d  1 4  p e r  c e n t  b y  t h e i r  brot hers .  
Then there i s  a fact which seems i n ­
cred i b le :  women are even i l l -t reated at 
work:  over 1 per cent by t h e i r  e m p l oyers 
and 2 per cent by col l eagues .  24 per cent 
of  the  women quest i o n ed are battered 
by the i r  h u s bands ,  a l though  many do 
not adm i t  to t h i s  as they con s i der it  
" normal " .  

H u m i l i a t i n g  proced u re 
Th e  data on  sexua l  v io lence proper 
show that rape i s  not somet h i n g  com­
m i tted by "monsters " ,  " m a n i acs" or  
" perverts ' ' .  Here agai n we f ind normal i ty  
i nterwoven wi th  the patho log ica l . 
A l though  it i s  t rue that a l arge percent­
age (54 per cent)  of  rapes are com m i tted 
by strangers ,  i t  is eq u a l l y  t rue t h at the  
" monster" i s  to be fou n d  i n  the  woman 's  
own home i n  the fo rm of  her  h u sband ( 1 2 
per cent) ,  f i ance ( 1 8  per  cent)  or f r iends 
( 16  per cent ) .  Abuse often start s  in  c h i l d ­
hood a n d  i s  perpet rated b y  the  father (3 
per cent) ,  b rot hers (2 per cent)  or other  
re l at ions (5  per  cent) .  üne seventeen­
year old g i r l l i v i ng  in the M i lan area re­
vealed that she had been raped by her  
father from the age of n i ne,  with the know­
l edge of her mot her ,  who d i d  not h i n g  
about i t .  

Even w it h i n  marr iage a substant i a l 
proport ion of women a re forced to have 
i n terco u rse aga i n st t h e i r  wi l l :  28 per 
cent  had been raped by t h e i r  h usbands,  
as one woman sa id ,  " w h i l e  1 was as leep 
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i n  bed " .  it i s  o n l y  i n  t h e  Un ited States 
and Aust ra l i a  t h at rape by the h u s band 
i s  a l ega l l y  recog n i sed offence.  i n  
Br i ta i n a n  Adv i sory G ro u p  on  t h e  Law of 
Rape was set u p  in 1 976 to study the  
i ssue .  

i n  the  l arge major i ty  o f  cases the  v ic ­
t ims do not  report acts of  v io lence be­
cause i t  wou l d  mean f u rther  h u m i l i at ion  
and abuse .  i n  l ta ly ,  for i n stance,  rape 
v ict i m s  are s u bjected to a h u m i l i at i ng 
bu reaucrat i c  p roced u re :  t h ey undergo 
repeated gyn aeco l og i ca l  exam i n at ions  
and  exhaust i n g  i n terrogat ion  conducted 
d i s respectfu l l y  by po l i ce of f icers u sed 
to deal i n g  w i th  ord i nary offenders.  

The s u rvey by the  Women's Liberation 
Movement shows that t h e  po l i ce d i d  
t h e i r  d uty i n  o n l y  1 4  p e r  c e n t  of cases.  i n  
48  per  cent t h e  women were i l l -t reated , 
i n  28 per cent they were made to feel 
g u i l ty  and in 25 per cent t h ey were per­
suaded not to p ress ch arges.  

Lega l reform 
There h ave been m i xed react ions  from 
fem i n i st movements to t h i s  depres s i n g  
s i t u at io n .  These range  f rom detai led 
anal yses of the  re l at ionsh i p  between 
"woman's dest i ny" and v io lence to de­
monstrat ions ,  con ferences ,  and the  
estab l i shment  of "defence centres" (t he 

f i rst one was set up in Rome in 1 976 and 
others have opened i n  several other c i t ies 
bot h  nort h  and south) .  

The movement h as a l so been act ive 
on the legal  f ront .  in 1 979 a com m ittee 
represen t i n g  var ious  fem i n i st o rgan i s­
at ions  was set up  to p romote a l aw at 
the  i nst i gat i on of t h e  pub l i c .  Over 
1 60 ,000 s i g n at u res were co l l ected and 
t h e  b i l i  was s u b m i tted to t h e  l ta l i a n  Par­
l i ament  after  a demonstrat i on by 1 5,000 
women .  

Var ious  po l i t i ca l  part i es spu rred on by 
t h e  women's com m itment ,  fe l t  bo und  to 
s u b m i t  t h e i r  own b i l l s  to amend the  
ex i st i ng l aw ,  w h i c h  m ade  provi s ion  for 
l i g ht sentences for rape, rang i n g  from 
t h ree to ten years, whereas the pena l ty  
can be as m uch as twenty years i n  
Swi tzer l and and France and l i fe i m­
p r i sonment  i n  cert a i n  Eng l i sh-speak ing  
countries. When v iolence i s  accom pan ied 
by robbery, it i s  the offence aga inst prop­
erty wh ich  is the more severe ly p u n i shed 
i n  l ta ly .  

The d i st i n ct i ve feat u res of t h e  fem­
i n i st b i l i  are the  req uests t h at the 
women's movement be a l l owed to app ly  
for damages i n  the  c r i m i n a l proceed­
i n g s ,  a longs ide  the v ict i m ,  t h at t h e  hear­
i n g s  sho u l d  be pub l i c  u n l ess the v ict i m  
objects,  that t h e  proceed i ngs s h o u l d  be 
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s u mmary and t h at the  author i t ies  
shou ld  proceed w i th  the  case even in  
t h e  absence of a com p l a i nt on the  part 
of  the v ict i m .  

i n  l ta ly  t h e  women's movement has 
s ucceeded in  i ts  campaign to end the 
consp i racy of s i l ence s u rround i n g  the 
er ime of rape and has beg un  to ra ise the 
i ssue as a soc ia l  and po l i t i cal prob l e m .  
Th i ngs  are c h ang i n g  i n  o t h e r  Eu ropean 
countr ies too. 

in Br i ta i n ,  for i n stance,  the n u m ber of 
reported cases of rape rose from 1 87 in 
1 977 to 275 in 1 979 - a 50 per cent i n ­
crease - w h i l e  reports o f  sex ua l  as­
sau l t  rose from 1 97 to 262 over the same 
per iod.  Cent res for the defence o f  rape 
v ict i m s  and refuges for battered wives 
h ave opened i n  Be l g i u m ,  Luxe m bourg ,  
France, Germany and Br i ta i n .  

Even t h e  l aw i s  chang i n g .  O n  1 2  Apr i l 
l ast ,  for exam p le ,  the  French N at i ona l  
Assem b ly  adopted a new def i n i t ion of  
rape better ref l ect i ng the  need to afford 
women lega l  protect ion  and the pr i n ­
c i p l e  of eq u a l i ty between t h e  sexes.  

Yet i f  we consider how serio u s  and 
w i despread s uch v io l ence i s ,  what has 
been done so far i n  "c iv i l i sed " Europe 
u nder the  i m pet us  of  a new con sc ious ­
ness among women has merely 
scratched the surface of the barbar i t i es 
to wh ich  women are s u bj ected d a i l y .  

CAT H ER I N E  REGNAULT Town planning researcher, Universite des sciences humaines, Strasbourg 

l f  architects were women 

Few h omes are des i gn ed specifically tor,  let alon e w i th, the women who 

spend most of their  time in them . Plan n i n g  with women in mind could both 

i mprove their livin g condi tions and tran sform their role. 

Town p lan n i ng h as been go ing  t h rough  
a c r i s i s  i n  t h e  past few years. Theor i sts 
have beg un  to recog n i se i ts  defects -
lack of space,  u n heal thy  con d i t i ons ,  
overcrowd i n g .  i t  has been  po i nted out  
t h at i n  these respects France lags  be­
h i n d  the oth e r  Eu ropean countr ies .  For 
examp le  the average s ize of new dwel l ­
i ngs  i n  France i s  t h ree rooms, o r  76 
squ are metres ,  whereas i n  Germ any the  
average i s  90 square met res and i n  Be l ­
g i um and Den m ark 1 1 0 s q u are metres.  
But i sn't t h i s  putt i n g  the cart before the 
horse? How m any peop le  have paid any 
att ent ion to the concept of i nterna l  or  
personal  space? How many peo p l e  re­
mem ber Bac h e l ard ' s  i n s i stence,  when 
st udy ing t h i rty  years ago the i m port-

ance of pr i vacy, on the i n f l uence o f  l i gh t ,  
t h e  deg ree o f  crowd i n g  i n  rooms,  peace 
and q u iet ,  t h e  i m portance of the att i c  . . .  
The reason for t h e  neg l ect of s u c h  es­
sent i a l s  c lear ly  l i es in the fact t h at on ly  
the  needs 9f  the so-ca l led "act ive" popu­
l at i on are taken i nto acco unt in p l an ­
n i n g .  

No o n e  t h i n ks to consu l t  the  peop le  
who for  o n e  reaso n or  anoth e r  are 
ob l i ged to l i ve in bad l y  des igned hous­
ing whether  t h ey real i se i t  o r  not . i t is  ob­
v ious that the whole  concept o f  town 
p l a n n i n g  wou l d  change i f  the arc h i tects 

• were sudde n l y  wom e n ,  c h i ld re n ,  o ld or  
d i sabled peo p l e .  i t  i s  paradoxica l  and in  
anyone's terms i l l og i cal  t hat h o u s i n g  
shou ld  b e  b u i l t w i thout t h o u g h t  f o r  t h e  

peop le  who w i l l  s p e n d  most t i me i n  i t .  i n  
Europe a l a rge major i ty  o f  women are 
kept at home because of the econom ic  
s i t uat ion ,  shortage of c h i l d  care fac i l i ­
t i es and p rej ud ice .  These women spend 
twenty-fou r  hours a day i n  a b u i l t  en­
v i ronment w h i c h  for some peo p l e  is  
symbo l i sed by no more than t rees and 
pedest r ian  p rec i nct s ,  but  wh ich  for  them 
means sta i rs to be negot i ated with the  
pram and shopp i n g ,  the  bus -stop far 
away, the sandp i t  ten f loors down . . .  

A room o f  one's own 
When the t h eor i sts t a l k  about the cru ­
c ia l  i m portance of pr i vacy i n  the b u i l t  
env i ron ment ,  h ave they con s i dered 
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women 's  opport u n i t i es for pr ivacy and 
w i thdrawal , when in  every room t h ey are  
confronted w i th  housework and ,  by ex ­
tens ion , everyt h i ng i n  the  ne ig h bo u r­
hood - schoo l ,  shops ,  ete .  - rem i n d s  
t h e m  of  the i r domest i c  chores? H ave 
t h ey rea l i sed t h at what is condemned as 
u n acceptab l e  for h u man i ty in general i s  
not s o  condem ned i n  t h e  case o f  
women , who h ave to spend a l l  day and 
every d ay,  year  in ,  year  out ,  at the i r p l ace 
of work? (See i n g  in the k i tchen o n l y  t h e  
m e a l s  to b e  cooked , i n  the  l iv i ng  room 
o n l y  t h e  meal s to be p lan ned,  i n  the  
bat h room o n l y  t h e  p i les of  l aundry) .  
Where can a woman be alone with her­
se l f?  l f  she t r ies  to w i thdraw, she i s  at 
best permitted to do so i n  thought :  but  i t  
i s  an u n pardonab le  offence i f  she goes 
to cent res, m eet i n g  p l aces exc l us i ve ly  
fo r  women - al be i t  a very meagre com­
pensat ion  for t h e  tota l  l ack  of a terr i tory 
of her own.  

i n  1 930 when V i rg i n i a  Woo l f  wrote 
about the need for "A room of  one's own" 
she was met wi th  i n d i fference or  i nd i g ­
nat ion . i n  1 979 Eve lyne le G arrec , i n  her  
book Un /it a soi ("A bed of one 's  own")  
ret u rns  to t h e  q u est ion  of  a persona l  
sanct u m .  She starts w i th  the  q uest ion  of 
the  conjugal  bed - the u l t i m ate  i n  
shar i ng  - and goes fu rther  than V i rg i n i a  
Woo l f ,  aff i rm i n g  the  pr imord ia l  i m po rt ­
ance for women not  o n l y  of  a bed , a 
room of one 's  own ,  but  a l so of persona l  
terr i tory .  She shows t h at th is  i s  the  on ly  
way to safeg uard women ' s  l i v i ng  en ­
v i ronment and ensure that t h ey can ex­
press t h emse lves f u l l y  i n  re lat ionsh i p s  
w i t h  men .  H e r  book reveal s the  cons ider­
ab le  i m pact w h i c h  the concept of per­
sonal  terr i tory wo u l d  h ave, if general l y  
accepted,  on t rad i t iona l  not ions of t h e  
fam i l y .  We rea l i se t h at gen u i ne re­
shap i n g  of t h e  env i ronment  rai ses prob­
lems wh ich go beyond mere f i nanc ia l  
and arc h i tect ura l  constra i nts :  i t  a l so 
ra i ses the q uest ion of reshap i n g  the  
va l ues o f a who le  c iv i l i sat i o n .  

l f t h e  p l an ners a l lowed women to ! i ve 
f u l l y  as  com p l ete  i nd i v i d u a l s ,  i t  wou l d  
t ransform t h e i r  l i v i ng  cond i t ions a n d  at 
the  same t i m e  the i r i m pact and t h e i r  
ro le ,  both w i th i n  t h e  soc i a l  m i c rocosm 
of the fam i l y  and i n  society i n  general . 
Such a process i nvo lves r isks .  How 
cou l d  any male pol icy countenance 
such a deat h b low to estab l i shed pat r i ­
archal  val ues? 

Com m u n i st p ract ice 
The most revo l ut i onary exper iments in  
the  b u i l t  env i ron m ent are  the com m u n a l  
dwel l i n g s  of com m u n i st p ract ice ,  de­
scr i bed by A lexandra Ko l lonta i . Li ke 
Four ie r ' s  pha l an ster ies ,  t h e  com m u n a l  
dwel l i n g  i s  des ig ned f o r  e f f ic ien cy i n  
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counter ing  tue l  shortages and econom­
is ing t h e  expend i t u re ot h u man energy 
on housework :  a l i coo k i n g ,  c l ean i n g  and 
heat i n g  app l i ances are com m u n a l .  

A lexandra Ko l l onta i  sees com m u n a l  
dwel l i n g s  a s  the  most rat iona l  answer t o  
the prob lems ot the  u rban economy: i n ­
c ident a l l y  t h e y  e n a b l e  women to cope 
with tam i l y  respon s i b i l i t i es and work 
outs ide  the  home. These exper i ments 
do not  exc l ude t h e  concept  ot " fu l l -t i m e  
housewives" ,  however ,  st i l i  a 
"woman's" tunct ion .  F u rthermore t h i s  
co l l ect i v i sat ion o t  l i v i ng  space, w h i c h  
takes operat iona l  ett i c i ency i n  h o u s i n g  
des i g n  to the  extreme, takes no account  
ot the  need tor  pr i vacy. 

What ideal arrangement ,  wh i l e  not 
cont r i b ut i ng to the economy ot waste 

encouraged by i nd i v i d u a l  dwel l i ngs ,  
wo u l d  a l low women to ! i ve w i th in  a more 
com m u na l  organ i sat ion w h i c h  enab led 
the  b u rden ot housework to be shared 
and respected the need tor pr i vacy? 

Exc i t i n g  
Some arc h i tects h ave t r i ed t o  f i n d  a 
t h i rd way between the  two extremes ot 
i l l -des ig ned pr i vate houses and f l at s  and 
the  t rustrat io n s  of com m u nal  l i v i n g .  
G u i s l a i n ' s  Maison des Jardies a t  M e u ­
d o n  exem p l i f ies  a form ot  arc h i tect u re 
w h i c h  enco u rages h u man contact 
w i thout  rest r i c t i ng  persona l  t u l f i l ment . 
it conta ins  ten t l ats ,  and each tam i ly 
was c l osely i n vo l ved i n  the  des ign  of the  
who le ,  i n d i cat i n g  i ts  preterences, l i fe­
sty le  and w ishes .  Women 's  and e h i l -
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d ren's o p i n ions  were l i stened to .  The re­
s u l t  is exc i t i n g :  an i nteg rated com p l ex 
s u rro u n ded by t rees,  w i th  i nd i v i d u al 
f l at s ,  each d i tterent but  respect i ng ot­
f i c ial bu i l d i ng  standards .  There are prem­
i ses where peop le  can get together :  a 
te lev i s ion  room ,  a com m u n a l  workshop,  
a room tor  games and d i scuss ion . . .  
The ch i l d ren know each other  and t here 
are rota arrangements tor look ing  after 
t h e m ;  the women h ave more treedom ; 
and everyone has the  pr ivacy they need . 
The concept ot hous i ng h as to be re­
assessed , not so m u c h  in terms ot c u l ­
t u ral mode, w h i c h  wou l d  l ead to the  rep­
et i t ion  ot ex i st i n g  pattern s ,  as in terms 
of new needs and new soc i a l  t rends and 
i n  ways wh ich respect i n d iv idua l  asp i r­
at ions .  

ANITA GRAD I N  Member o f  the Parliamentary Assembly o f  the Council o f  Europe, Social Democrat, Sweden 

Women and peace 

Wor l d  mil itary expen diture amoun ted in 1 980 to 500 bil lion dollars. The 

warnin g time for a nucl ear attack has been reduced from perhaps thirty to 

four minutes. i n  the face of such facts man y women , in particular, are 

organising for peace an d disarmam ent.  Some, in Northern l relan d for 

exampl e,  have already been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, an d this year a 

group of Argentin ian women has been nominated for the award. 

Peace and secur i ty  pol i cy are the  con­
cern ot  al i ,  q u it e  as m uch as tam i l y  pol ­
icy and al l the  other  t h i ng s  we vote tor 
when we e l ect our representat i ves to o u r  
par l i aments and ou r  local  assembl ies .  

Th roughout  t h e  length  and breadth  ot  
Sweden ,  more and more  women are 
tak ing  an act ive part in peace and d i s­
armament wo rk .  We want ,  above a l l ,  to 
show the leaders ot the s u perpowers 
that the peop le  of our earth need peace 
and decent l i v i n g  con d i t i o n s  - not war, 
dest r uct ion and deat h .  Th i s  i nvo lvement 
has assumed new and u nconvent iona l  
form s .  i n  aut u m n  1 978, to r  exam p le ,  a 
new o rgan isat i o n  was tormed i n  Sweden 
under the name Women's Struggle tor 
Peace, bri n g i n g  toget her  women trom 
every sect ion ot  soc i ety ,  ot  a l i  ages and 
a l l  shades ot po l i t i ca l  o p i n ion .  Pr ior  to 
the UN Women's Conference i n  Copen­
h agen th is s u m mer,  the organ i sat ion  
co l l ected tour  h undred thousand s i g n a­
t u res i n  t h e  Nord i c  countr ies and 
handed them over  to t h e  U N  Secretary 
General , Kurt Waldhe i m .  The cam pa ign  
backed the dem and to spend  the arms 
b i l l i ons  on food . 

i n  my own organ i sat ion  - the Soc i a l 
Democrat i c  Women ' s  Movement - we 
have a long h i story ot  i n vo lvement on 
beh a l t  ot peace and d i sarmament . At 
o u r  ! ast con g ress in 1 978, we dec ided to 
draw up a spec i a l  detence and secu r i ty  
po l i cy prog ramme.  We be l i eve t h at de­
tence and secur i ty  w i l l  be amon g  the  
q uest ions  to dom i n ate  po l i t i ca l  d i s­
cuss ion  i n  t h e  1 980s, not l east because 
we are now beg i n n i ng to connect d i s­
armament w i t h  t h i rd wor ld deve lopment  
q uest ions  on a broad tront . 

O n e  t a n k  = 1 ,000 c l a ssroom s  
War i s  often regarded as a matter o t  m i l i ­
tary con t l i c t .  But  nowadays there i s  a 
g rowi n g  awareness that c h aos res u l t i ng 
trom mass starvat ion ,  economic  d i sas­
ter, env i ron menta l  catastrophe, t error­
i sm ,  i s  equal l y  dangerous .  So it i s  i m port­
ant not only to red uce the t rad i t i ona l  
th reats to peace ,  but a l so to see the  
need to r  a c h ange tro m  chaos to order 
- an order based on eq u itable econ­
o m i c  d i st r i bu t ion  and equa l i ty between 

g roups .  Th i s  is why i t  i s  i m portant to 
com pare the enormo u s  waste on m i l i ­
tary expen d i t u re w i t h  what w e  spend o n  
i nternat iona l  deve lopment  a id .  

The t ru th  i s  t h at peacefu l  develop­
ment work in the wor ld  has stag n ated . i t  
corresponds to 5 per cent ot m i l i tary 
spend i n g .  At t h e  same t i m e  we can use 
o u r  weapons arsena l s  to k i l !  each ot her  
about a h u n d red t i ı:nes over .  Do we need 
an overk i l l  capaci ty of t h i s  mag n i t ude? 

A s i n g l e  tank costs as much as c l ass­
rooms tor 30,000 c h i l d ren . A s i n g l e  
t ig hter ai rcratt costs as m uch a s  40,000 
drug-stores . H a l t  a per cent ot m i l i t ary 
spen d i ng wo u l d  suf f ice  to pay for a l i  t he  
mach i nes and a l l  the equ i pment needed 
to h e l p  the deve lop ing  count r ies ach i eve 
adequate tood p rod uct ion . 

A " reserve of  inte l l igence" 
M i l i tary research costs more  than a l l t he  
research i n  t h e  wor l d on  med i ca l  care, 
tood product i o n ,  energy and env i ron­
mental protect ion  put  together. H a l t  a 
m i l l ion  sc ient i st s  (about  h a l t  t h e  tota l )  
are engaged in deve lop i n g  weapon s  sys-
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Copenhagen: "No more war" 

tems and m i l i tary tec h no l ogy .  The sug­
gest i o n s  put forward by t h e  A l va Myrdal  
Gro u p  to the UN concern i ng the  re­
deployment of m i l i tary research re­
sources to v i ta l  su rv iva l  areas m igh t  
we l l  be s tud ied i n  t h i s  context .  A s top  to  
fu rther  devel opment of  new generat ions  

YVES MAMOU Journalist, L e  Monde, Paris 

of weapons wou l d  release a "reserve of 
i n te l l i g ence" w h i c h  co u l d  raise the rate 
of deve l opment  of the poorer co unt r ies .  

Everyone ag rees that the  arms race i s  
o u t  of  cont ro l .  T h e  Swed i s h  Peace Re­
search l nst i t ute says in its l atest year­
book t h at n u c l ear d i sarmament or  n u -

Whatever happened to the war 
between the sexes? 

c l ear war are the  only two a l ternat i ves .  
Because t ime i s  short ,  we m ust a l l he lp  
so lve the  prob lem of our  own su rv ival . in  
t h i s  respect , women are begi n n i ng to 
take a spec i a l  respon s i b i l i t y  and to act 
more as a d r i v i ng  force in the  d i sarma- . 
ment debate .  

Wh i l e women are advan cing on every front, many men are won derin g what 
their  role  shoul d be in the family an d i n  society . 

i n  l ess than twenty years, men  have lost 
everyt h i ng that made up t h e i r  part i c u l ar,  
separate ident i t ies .  The m ass ive en­
t rance of women i nto the work i ng  world 
and t h e i r  access ion  to pos i t ions  of re­
spon s i b i l  ity h ave shattered the r ig ­
o u ro u s l y  prog rammed framework of  t ra­
d i t i ona l  marr iage.  in France,  over a 
m i l l io n  women took jobs between 1 968 
and 1 975 a lone .  That s i m p l e  fact h as be­
reft men of the author i ty  and prest ige  
conferred by  t rad i t ion  upon the  "head of 
the  fam i ly" .  From now on,  men are i n ­
creas i n g l y  shar i ng  both  money a n d  t h e i r  
p lace i n  soc i ety w i t h  the i r w i ves .  

What has been the  resu l t  of t h i s  d i s­
rupt i o n  of the  o l d  rel at i o n s h i p  between 
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the sexes? A masc u l i n e  ident i ty  c r i s i s  
f a r  one  t h i n g .  Some of the  stereotypes 
- man -as-protector, man-as-sou rce-of­
l i vel i hood - and the sen t i ments t h at 
correspond to them,  have fa l l en by the  
ways ide .  The  untyi ng of  t h e  knots t h at 
l i n ked toget her money, power and v i r i l i ty 
has s h aken many men to the core.  

Orph a n - l i ke 
Cross-cu rrents h ave fu rther  com p l i cated 
matters .  Wh i l e  women were sett i ng off 
in hot p u rs u i t  of  the i r  soc i a l  autonomy,  
men began to po u r  the i r en erg i es back 
i nto the fam i l y  and i ts  va lues.  Th i s  
emot iona l  f loodt ide ,  occur r i ng  i n  an 
eco n o m i ca l  l y  u n stab le  context , broke 

the l ast t h reads of the i r t rad i t iona l  t i es 
of so l i dar i ty  w i th  t h e  soc ia l  g ro u p .  
H av ing  lost the  sense t h at they were 
capta i n s  of  the i r i nd i v i d u a l  dest i n ies 
wi t h i n  the  com m u n ity ,  men have beg un  
to g l or i fy the  co u p l e .  

And woman h a s ,  t hereby,  become the  
centra l  foc us  fa r  the  ma le  i dent i ty .  The 
resu l t  is a paradox: i n creased vu l ner­
abi l i ty in men to chan ges affect i n g  the  
stat us  of  women i n  genera l ,  and of  the i r  
i n d iv idua l  w ives i n  part i c u l ar. At  best , 
t h i s  i s  expressed as, "women's l i ber­
at ion is great , as long as my wife doesn't 
t ry it on me" .  

Of course ,  i t  wo u ld  be q u i te wrong to 
general i se about  th is  masc u l i n e  mal-
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aise. N everthe less ,  many men have had ,  
w i l l y-n i l l y ,  to look h ard and deep at  t h e i r  
i deas about themse l ves;  and they h ave 
been s i n g u lar ly  u n p repared to do so. 
The c l ass ic  m an-woman re lat i on s h i p  
was s i m p l y  a n  extens ion  o f  the  mother­
son re l at ionsh i p .  The t rad i t iona l  w i fe 
pertormed tor her  h u sband the same 
serv ices as h is  mother  had done before 
her: she com p l eted h i m  (my "other  
ha l t") ,  waited on  h im and reassured h i m .  
l f  h i s  modern com pan ion  refuses t o  p l ay 
t h i s  part , the  man fee l s  h i m se l f ,  l i tera l l y ,  
an orphan .  

The f i rst p i l l  
Th i s  c r i s i s  i n  t h e  m a l e  ident i ty  h a s  been 
agg ravated by the am biva lent  beh avi o u r  
of  women .  T h e  " new woman"  w i l l  not 
y ie ld an i nch in regard to her  newly-won 
f reedom ,  but at the same t i me s h e  
wants more emot iona l  secu r i ty than be­
tere, w i th  the resu l t  t h at i t  seem s to t h e  
men t h at women a r e  s i m u l t aneous ly  re­
ject İ n g  and i m p lor i n g  t h e m .  Women 
want  nane of  them as protectors, but  i n ­
s İ st u pon the  r i g h t ,  f rom t ime to t i me ,  to 
take refuge i n  the i r  arms .  Hence the agon­
i s i ng q uest İ o n :  w h at is a man tod ay? 

Fathers must learn to cope too 

There is no an swer,  part l y  because 
men no  lenger h ave a phys i ca l  p l ace of  
the i r  own i n  wh ich  t h ey can rest and re­
cover .  Even in t h e  homes to w h i c h  t h ey 
h ave ret u rned tor protect ion ,  women 
wie ld the  author i ty .  Chem İca l  cont ra­
cept ion  has re l i eved them of t h e i r  re­
spon s i b i l İ ty  tor b i rt h  cont ro l  - the  
l atest research h as establ i shed t h at t h e  
reason w h y  t h e  h usband possessed pa-

Feminist economics 
Throughout t h e  wor ld ,  women bear t h e  
ma in  respons i b i l i ty  f o r  ch i ldren , the  s i c k  
a n d  t he e lder ly .  Women are a lso more o r  
less exc l uded from the economic system. 
This po int  emerges clearly from a work ing  
document submitted to the Copenhagen 
Conference of t h e  U.N. Decade for Women,  
i n  which women's economi c  s i tuat ion i s  
out l i ned: 
• women make u p  half  the wor ld 's  popu­

lat ion 
• women account  for a t h i rd of the recog­

n i sed l abour  force (those i n  pa id em­
ployment); 

• women do more than  s ixty  per cent of  a l i  
hours worked; 

• women receive on ly  ten per cent of  a l i  
wage and salary i ncome i n  t h e  world ;  

• women o w n  less t h an o n e  p e r  cent of the 
world 's  wea l t h  ( land ,  cap i ta l ,  ete.). 

WOMEN 

ternal  and conj uga l  author i ty  was be­
cause he was a l so respons i b l e  tor con­
t racept İon .  

The  overt h row of  h i s  power i s  n ot j u st 
a nat u ra l  outcome of tech n i ca l  p ro• 
g ress.  i t  has been de l i berate .  The f i rst 
cont racept i ve p i l i  was demanded and 
pa İd tor by Amer ican fem i n İ st s ,  ch İef  
among them M argaret Sanger's Fam i l y  
P lan n i n g  Moveme n t .  A t  t h e  same t i me ,  
the  lega l İ sat ion  of abort İon  has g İven 
women f u l l e r  command over t h e i r  own 
bod ies .  Another  s i g n  of the İ r new power 
İS that many m arr ied women nowadays 
are c l a i m i n g  the r İ gh t  to g i ve t h e i r  own 
n ames to t h e i r  c h İ l d ren ;  and some 
young  women want c h i l d ren w i th  no 
fathers .  

Father- love 
in other words ,  women h ave m ade it 
qu İ te  p l a i n  t h at they cou l d  not o n l y  com­
pete with men soc i a l l y ,  but cou l d  a l so 
d i spense w i th  them i n  the fam i l y .  And 
yet th is  c rush İ n g  v İ ctory of  a former ly  
su bserv ient  sex İ S  not f i n a l .  A l i  i t  h as 
done i s  s h i ft t h e  batt l ef ie l d .  Today men 
are  t ry i n g  to f i nd  a p l ace tor  themse lves 
wi t h i n  the cou p l e  by means of the c h i l ­
d ren . B y  i n s i s t i n g  t h at t h e  father  b e  p re-
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Ücretsiz PDF Kitap Arsivi - https://rantey.org



sent at the  ch i l d's b i rth  and t ransferr i n g  
part of the  b u rden of car i n g  tor i t  to h i s  
shou l ders (fo r t h e  sake of  equa l i ty i n  the  
a l locat ion  of househo ld  chores), women 
h ave cont r i b uted i n vo l untar i ly  to the 
new i m portance of the  fathe r  as parent .  

As yet , few men fee l  as i n vo l ved w i th  
the i r  c h i l d ren as w i th  the i r p rofess iona l  
l i ves.  But  m any of them are now g i v i n g  

� 

bott les ,  chan g i n g  napp ies and fond l i ng  
t h e i r  bab ies .  Father- love i s  no longer 
ashamed to say i ts  name,  and att i t udes 
are c h ang i n g .  These days,  fat hers 
pro u d l y  push i n g  prams are not g reeted 
w i th  sarcast i c  s n i ggers .  

But  i n  the  event of d i vorce,  chaos re­
t u rn s ;  in 85 per cent of  a l l  cases t h e  
c h i l d  or  ch i l d ren are ent rusted ent i re ly  

Dr. Letitia Obeng, Director of  the United Na tions Regional Office tor A frica 

C u lt u ra l  a rroga nce 

A s  an Afr ican,  a part isan of Th i rd Wor ld i n ­
terests, 1 can not s i t  back a n d  c a l m l y  accept 
the constant  aggression d i rected agai nst 
my cu l tu re ,  my way of t h i n k i n g ,  by a wor ld 
l u l led by i ts  economic and  f inanc ia l  domi ·  
nance i nto t h e  sel f-sat is f ied be l ief  t hat i t  
has a monopo ly  of  c u l t u re and a d uty  to 
teach us ,  the "wretched of  the eart h " ,  a few 
lessons. 

i t  started with fema l e  c i rcumcis ion ,  ad· 
m i tted ly  a pract ice wh ich  deg rades and mu­
t i l ates Afr ican women .  And stra ight away 
the  modern-day miss ionaries and cru­
saders are u p  i n  arms aga inst the  heathen 
savages, f u l m inat i n g  agai nst cu l tu res 
wh ich - of  course - are never the i r  own . 

But is it necessary to rem i n d  those 
women who constant ly  need to appease 
the i r  conscience by creat i ng  good causes, 
conven ient l y  b l i n d i n g  t hemselves to the i r  
own s i tuat i o n ,  t h at c u l t u re i s  the  exact re· 
f l ect ion and express ion of an economic 
s i t uat ion and a mode of p roduct ion? 

XX l l 

Seen i n  t h i s  l i gh t ,  t rad i t iona l  cu l t u re a lso 
means the Afr ican women who once enjoyed 
the  use of t h e  land ,  who once occ u pi ed a 
not i ns ign i f icant  rank i n  soc iety and who 
h ave been red uced by the capita l i st sys­
tem, under the pretext of  " i nt roduc ing  Civi­
l i sat ion " ,  to the level of the exp lo i ted and 
rejected, the l evel of  s laves in the tood pro­
duct ion i ndust ry .  Today, t hough they work, 
t h ey have no r ights ,  they are the object of 
sexua l  b lackm a i l  and persecut ion .  

A l l  t h at i s  you r  c u l t u re ,  not  ours ! Ag· 
g ression has become part of our everyday 
selves, i t  has made its way in w i th  the  
" tough man's"  c igarettes and the soap " to  
make you r  sk in  so soft " .  That too i s  your  
c u l t u re.  

But l et us look tor a moment at you r  so­
c i ety ,  the one wh ich keeps us underdeve l ­
oped.  Wh ich of you has spoken u p  tor the 
battered wives ,  the m i st reated c h i l d re n ,  the 
v ict ims of rape? i t  i s  not tor  us to speak 
about these evi I s  in you r  p l ace, but you can 

to the care of  the mother ,  the father  
be i n g  g ranted pen i tent i ary- l i ke "v i s i t i n g  
r i g h t s " .  Jo in t  o r  a l ternat i n g  custody i s  
scarce ly  heard o f .  Th i s  rai ses a very 
large q uest i o n .  l f the new re l at ionsh i p  be­
tween father  and ch i l d  were to become 
w idespread , wou l d  women be prepared 
to recons ider  and share t h e i r  parental  
monopo l y? 

be s u re of our  sol i dar i ty .  When w i l l  you g i ve 
us the  same assurance? 

When w i l l  you exam ine  you r  consc i ences 
about l ran , which you condemn because its 
women are ve i l ed in the  chador? D id  the  
West ever g i ve  t h e  l ran ian  peop le  any  other 
choice than to organise i n  the mosq ues,  
under  the  l eadersh i p  of the ayatol l ahs  and 
m u l l ahs,  the only p l aces and peop le  
beyond the reach of your  i n terference? 

Which of you ,  women with power, t h i n k  
about the thousands o f  women i n  Lat i n  
America,  i n  South  Afr ica and e lsewhere 
who are tort u red,  f i rst because t hey reject a 
barbarous oppression and  second l y  be· 
cause they are "on ly  women"?  And a l i  t h at 
in t h e  name of the  "Chr ist ian  West " ! That 
too i s  your  c u l t u re !  

Eugenie Rokhaya Aw, Journal ist, 
"Afrique Nouvelle", Senegal 
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WOMEN 

JAN E C H A NDL ER Director, Hood College, Strasbourg 

Feminist consciousness raising 
M ore and mo re women are finding support, trust and respect, tor 

themselves and others, in feminist consciousness raising groups. 

Recent l y  d u r i n g  t h e  worsh i p  serv ice for 
the  Eng l i sh  Speaki ng  Com m u n ity of 
St rasbourg ,  the m i n i ster spent a few m i n­
utes s peak ing  w i th  t h e  c h i l d ren .  " H ave 
you ever wi shed to be someone or some­
t h i ng e l se?" ,  he  asked.  Boys wanted to 
be bears and eag l es .  At l east ha l f  of  t h e  
g i r l s  s a i d  they wou l d  b e  h appy to be 
boys. Psycho log i ca l  st u d i es in the US 
reveal s i m i lar  att i t udes among you n g  
c h i l d ren . M a n y  of the  g i r l s  w i shed to be 
boys but v i rt ua l l y  none of t h e  boys pre­
ferred to have been bom female .  in fact , 
one boy an swered , "Anyt h i ng but  a 
g i r l ! "  

Why do boys i m ag i ne t h at l i fe as a 
puppy dog m i g ht be more fun  but  
not h i ng cou l d  be worse t h an bei ng  a 
g i r l ?  I s  it co i n c i denta l  t h at ca l l i n g  a g i r l 
a "tom-boy" (boy-l i ke) carr ies no negat ive 
connotat ions  whereas cal l i ng a boy a 
"s i ssy" (g i r l - l i ke) i s  a def i n i te  i n s u l t ?  i n  
sp i te o f  the advances women have made, 
apparent l y  be i n g  male is st i l i  more ad­
vantageous and val ued in our soc iety 
and t h i s  message i s  c l ear even to very 
yo u n g  ch i l dren . 

Awa reness 
l f  i t  i s  t rue t h at by  the  t ime they reach 
ad u l t hood,  most women don ' t  entert a i n  
fantas ies  of be i ng m a l e ,  c h i ldhood att i ­
t udes are reveal ed i n  common ex­
press ions  such as ,  " I  rea l l y  prefer men 
for f r iends"  and "I don 't want to work far 
a woman bos s " .  The resu l t  of our con­
d i t ion i n g  i s  t h at many women have l i tt l e  
respect for other  women a n d  therefore 
can not f u l l y  respect themse lves .  Th i s  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  a l ienat i o n  from o n e  

anot her  he l ps  perpet uate wom e n ' s  
powerl ess pos i t ion  i n  soc i ety .  One way 
in w h i c h  the Fem i n i st Movement h as 
t r i ed to break  t h ro u g h  t h i s  pervas ive 
cond i t i o n i n g  t h at keeps women acq u i ­
escent and con v i n ced of  t h e i r  o w n  i n ­
herent  i n fer ior i ty  i s  t h rough  Consc ious­
ness Rai s i n g  (CR) .  

Act i v i sts  in the Fem i n i st Movement  
rea l i sed that women 's  att i t udes towards 
each other kept them from deve l o p i n g  
necessary feel i n g s  of coo perat ion  a n d  
g ro u p  ident i ty .  After m uch t r i a l  and er­
ror, spec i f i c  methods for success f u l  C R  
were deve loped a n d  pub l i shed i n  Guide­
lines lor Feminist CR, by Abarban e l l and 
Per l .  The process and g round  r u l es for  
CR may vary w i th  each g ro u p  depend i n g  
on  t h e  nat i o n a l i t ies of  the  women a n d  
the  correspo n d i n g  c u l t u ra l  t rad i t i o n s  
a n d  att i tudes.  

However far CR to be tru ly  feminist, 
the  goa ls  m u st be to i n c rease women 's 
com p l ete awareness of  t h e i r  oppress ion 
and cond i t i o n i n g  i n  a sex i st soc i ety and 
to foster  bonds  of f r iends h i p ,  t rust and 
cooperat ion among wome n .  Top ics  of 
d i scuss ion  are chosen far t h e i r  fem i n i st 
poten t i a l .  Some suggest ions  are ' Do 
Women Li ke Other Women? '  'Women 
and Anger ' ,  'Sexua l  Oppress ion ' ,  ' Rape 
and V io lence ' , ' M others and Daug hters ' ,  
' Dependence and l ndependence' .  

Towa rds po l it i c a l  act ion 
M any of t h e  e l ements of CR are de­
s i g ned to c reate a s u pport i ve and se­
c u re c l i mate where women can deve lop 
t rust and respect for eac h ot her  and 
themselves. Each part i c i pant must make 

a com m i tment  to arr ive on t i m e  far t h e  
ten meet i n g s  w h i c h  take p l ace on  t h e  
s a m e  day e a c h  week. Late arr iva l s  and 
chron ic  absences of one mem ber i m p l ies 
l ack  of  respect for the  others and sug­
gests that t h e  g roup  h as no i m portant  
pr ior i ty  i n  her  l i fe .  

Sess ions beg i n  w i th  t i me for each 
woman to praise herse l f  for somet h i n g  
s h e  h a s  d o n e  wel l .  Soc i ety teaches 
women to encourage and pra ise  t h e i r  
fam i l ies b u t  to be sel f-effac i ng w h e n  i t  
comes to the i r  own accom p l i sh ments ,  
so th is  act i v i ty  he l ps  them recog n i se 
t h e i r  own good q u a l i t ies and add a d i ­
mens ion  of se l f-def i n i t ion .  

Conf rontat i o n  d u r i n g  CR i s  forb idden . 
Each woman s h o u l d  be ab le  to express 
her  own truth without fear of r i d i c u l e .  
W i t h  CR she m i ght  c h a n g e  h e r  m i nd but  
t h e  dec is ion  m ust be made free ly  and 
not  farced o n  her  by others .  Of utmost 
i m portance i s  the  req u i rement of com­
p l ete conf ident ia l i ty .  Women are t rust ­
worthy and t h i s  i s  one way we can p rove 
i t  to a l l who know us .  

Most  women  f i n d  t h at CR i s  a r i ch ly  
reward i n g  exper ience .  Far  some ,  tak ing  
act ion  to so lve persona l  p rob lems w i l l  
use a l l  o f  the i r  energy and courage.  Hope­
f u l l y ,  most w i l l  be ready to move from 
the " persona l  to the pol i t i ca l "  and be­
come act ive in cont r i b u t i n g  to perma­
nent  soc ia l  changes to i m p rove t h e  l i ves 
of a l l  wom e n .  M any women l ack  the con­
f idence to attempt t h i s  but perhaps 
each m ust ask herse l f  the  q uest ions  of 
H i l l e l , " l f  1 am not for myse l f ,  who iN i l l  
be? A n d  i f  1 am o n l y  far myse l f ,  what am 
I?  And if not now, when?"  
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CHRISTINE M EU NIER Administrative Officer, Council of Europe, Strasbourg 

lnternational organisations and women 

Even a p art from l ntern ati on al Women 's Yea r 1 975, an d the man y  speci f i c  

action s  i t  gave r ise to, women's i nterests have always been a con cern of 

i ntern ati on al organi sations, which have not forgotten them i n  thei r  

proclamati on s  o f  pri n cipl es a n d  declarations of fundamental  rights. 

The p r i n c i p l e  of non-d i scr i m i nat i o n  be­
tween men and women has been p ro­
c l ai med by most i nternat iona l  org an i s­
at ions  (Art . 1 4  of the  E u ropean Conven­
t i on on H uman R igh ts ;  p reamb le  to t h e  
Co u n c i l  of Europe's  Soc ia l  Ch arter; Art . 
2 o f t h e  Un i ted Nat ions  U n i versal Dec­
l arat i o n ;  Ph i l ade l p h i a  Dec l arat i o n ,  ete . ) ,  
wh ich endeavou red to  prov ide women 
with protect ion i n  relat ion to such spec i f i ­
cal l y  " femal e "  events as p reg nancy and 
mot h erhood (Art s .  8 and 16 of  the  Soc ia l  
Charter ;  Art . 25 (2) of t h e  U n i versal Dec­
l arat i o n ;  and Art .  1 0  of  t h e  l nternat iona l  
Covenant  on Econom i c ,  Soc ia l  and Cu l ­
t u ra l  R i g hts) .  

Nor  h ave women been neg l ected i n  
t h e i r  capac i ty  a s  workers,  for  t h e i r  r i gh t  
to matern i ty leave has been  recogn i sed 
(Art . 8 of  the Soc ia l  Ch art e r) and n i g ht 
work as we l l  as cert a i n  dangerous or un ­
heal t hy  jobs  h ave been  forb idden i n  
t h e i r  case. l nternat iona l  organ isat io n s  
have a l so condem ned and t r ied to rem­
edy the most g l ar i n g  i nj us t ice  to w h i c h  
women have been - and st i l i  are - s u b­
jected , name l y  i neq ua l i t i e s  i n  pay ( I LO 
Convent ion No .  1 00; Art . 4 (3) of t h e  
Soc i a l  Charter ;  Art . 1 1 9 o f  t h e  Treaty of  
Rome and EEC D i rect i ve 75/1 1 7) .  

Som e  i nternat iona l  i n st r u ments are 
ai med at extend i ng the pr i nc i p l e  of 
equal  t reatment  to areas where d i sc r i m i ­
nat ion  i s  more i ns i d u o u s  and often u n i n -
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tent i o n a l .  For examp le ,  I LO Convent ion  
No .  1 1 1  seeks to enco u rage eq ua l i ty  of  
opport u n i ty and t reatment  regard i ng ac­
cess to  vocat iona l  t ra i n i ng and emp loy­
ment as wel l as the con d i t ions  on w h i c h  
women are emp loyed . D i rect i ve 76/207 
of the  Cou n c i l  of  the  Eu ropean Com ­
m u n i t ies covers a s i m i l ar f i e l d  but  a l so 
refers to  occ u pat iona l  advancement and 
st i p u l ates t h at the pr i n c i p l e  of non­
d i scr i m i nat i o n  on t h e  ground of  sex 
shou ld  afford women p rotect ion  f rom 
any reference to  the i r  mar i ta l  or  fam i l y  
st at us .  

The Coun c i l  of  Europe,  i n  i ts  Reso l ­
u t ion  (77) 1 ,  asked i ts  member states t o  
do t h e i r  utmost to g i ve women every op­
port u n i ty  to exerc i se t h e i r  r ight to work.  
i t  a l so adopted Reso l u t ion  (78) 37 on 
eq ua l  r ights .  

Contrad ict ions 
These efforts a r e  n o t  i ncons i derab l e ,  
even i f  the i r  pract ica l  i m pact has not 
a l ways been apprec iab le .  The fo l l ow i n g  
f i g u res ,  for exam p le ,  g i ve a n  idea o f  
women 's pos i t ion  i n  var ious i nternat iona l  
o rg a n i sat ions :  
UN: 22 per  cent  of  P (profess iona l )  g rade 
staff  are women .  
Unesco: 21 .3 pe r  cen t  o f  P g rade staff  
are women . 

ILO: 1 4  per cent  of P g rade staff  are 
women . 

European Communities' Commission: 
498 men but o n l y  6 women i n  t h e  t h ree 
h i g hest A (adm i n i st rat i ve) g rades.  The 
p roport ion o f  women in the lower A 
g rades i s  30 per cent .  

Council of  Europe: Th ere are no women 
i n  the  th ree h i g hest A g rades. i n  A 
g rades as a who le  t here are 35 women 
and 1 78 men . 

Most i nternat i ona l  organ i sat ions ,  
aware of t h e  cont rad ic t ion  between 
t h e i r  avowed pr i n c i p les  and the present 
pos i t ion  of women on  t h e i r  own staffs,  
h ave d rawn u p  p l a n s  for rect i fy i ng  
m atters.  

The Un ited Nat ions General Assembly ,  
tor i n st ance,  has set  i tse l f  the  goal  of 
ra i s i n g  the proport ion  of women in t h e  
" i nte l l ect ua l  workers" category to 25 
per cent over the next fou r  years. H a l t  
t h e  vacanc ies  occurr i ng  i n  the  l nter­
n at iona l  Labo u r  Of f ice  i n  the  next two 
years w i l l  be reserved tor women .  i n  
Unesco , an n u a l  stat i st i cs  w i l l  b e  com­
p i l ed to show a breakdown of staf f  by 
g rade, sex and  sector .  The cr i ter ion of  
geograph ica l  d i st r i b u t i o n  w i l l  be app l i ed 
w i t h  a cert a i n  deg ree of f l ex i b i l i ty  to 
enable women to be recru i ted from 
cou ntr ies wh ich  are a l ready s l i g h t l y  
over-represented . 

Ücretsiz PDF Kitap Arsivi - https://rantey.org



A C R OSS E U R O P E  

DAN I EL E  BRI SON Journalist, Dernieres Nouvelles d'Alsace, Strasbourg 

Sino-European dialogue at the Assembly 

Two VI P guest speakers, the Chinese Deputy P rim e Minister H uang H ua 

and Raymond Bar re, Prime Minister of France, highlighted the autumn 

session of the Council of Europe's Parliamentary Assembly . i t  also 

provided the opportunity for a broad-ranging review of a European and 

world situation that increasingly gives grounds for alarm . 

The Ch i nese opt ion  was to advocate  
t ranq u i l l i ty  and to  make  more of f r iend­
sh i p  t han of tens ion . Th i s  at  any rate 
was t h e  burden of  what Mr H uang H u a  
h a d  to  say. Th i s  i s  t h e  s i n e  qua  n o n  for 
Ch i n a 's  i n d ust r i a l i sat ion  and modern i s­
at i o n ,  i t s  new g rand des i g n .  But  t ranq u i l ­
l i ty m ust not exc l ude v i g i l ance and read i ­
ness .  Wh i l e  M r  H u ang H u a 's  coun t ry is  
"gen u i ne ly  soc i a l i st ,  and therefore 
peace- lov i n g ' ' ,  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e ,  regarded 
in Pek i n g  as e lementary, h ad been f lout ­
ed by others,  or rather  one other  count ry, 
to wit the Sov i et U n i o n ,  referred to most 
frequent l y  in the co l o u rf u l  i m agery em­
p loyed by Ch i n ese d i p lomacy as t he 
" Po l ar bear" .  A " bear" whose leth argy i s  
o n l y  apparent ,  of  w h i c h  Western Europe 
shou ld  be wary. With the start of t h e  
M adr id  Con ference o n l y  a matter  o f  
weeks away , t h e  C h i nese warn i n g  was 
no empty utterance.  

By a t i metab l i n g  co i n c i d ence Mr Ray­
mond Barre fo l lowed i m med i ate ly  after 
Mr  H uang H ua,  and echo i n g  as i t  were 
h i s  remarks s poke i n  a very c l ear-cut 
vei n .  Detente h ad s uffered a b low w i t h  
the m i l i tary occ u pat ion  of  Afghan i stan 
wh i c h  t ro u b l ed t h e  Madr id  hor izo n ,  and 
wou l d  cont i n ue to do so.  The t h i rty-f i ve 
de leg at ions present i n  M adr id  wou l d  
have t o  b e  carefu l  not t o  i nd u l ge i n  f ru i t ­
less compar i sons  of po l i t i ca l  systems or 
ideo log ies ,  a l though  i t  was equa l l y  i m ­
portant  for them n o t  to be taken i n  by 
pseudo-so l u t i o n s .  For France,  detente 
had to be a l i v i n g  and i n d i v i s i b l e  real i ty .  
i t  was a st ra i g h t  and na r row pat h  but  the 
on l y  one that cou l d  l ead to  a d i a logue 
between equa l s w i th  the  USSR. 

Mr. Huang H u a ,  t h e  Chinese Deputy Prime 
Minister, with Mr. Hans de Kos ter, President 
of the Council of Europe 's Parliamentary 
A ssembly 
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Mr. Raymond Barre, Prime Minister of France, meets Mr. Huang Hua, the Chinese Deputy Prime Minister, at the Council of Europe 

The M adrid sta kes 
Th i s  h ard- l i ne def i n i t i o n  was ext reme ly  
t i me ly  s i nce t h e  Assem b ly  h ad cons id ­
e red j ust that q uest i o n  a t  cons i derab le  
length  t h e  p rev ious  day,  when debat i n g  
a report b y  M M  J acques Baumel  
(France) and Lopez-Hen ares (Spai n )  in  
t h e  presence of M r  Jose Pedro Perez­
L lorca,  Spai n ' s  Fore i g n  M i n i ster  and 
Chai rman of the  Com m ittee of M i n i s­
ters .  The report spe l t  out  c l ear ly the  
stakes at  Madr id :  con so l idat ion  of the  
peace process ,  but not reg ard l ess  of  
cost , as M r  Perez-L lorca sa id  dur ing  the  
debate,  i n  w h i c h  mem bers cou ld  not fai l 
to note w i th  d i s q u iet t h e  g rad ua l  w iden­
ing  of  ideo log ica l  d i f ferences between 
East and West s i nce 1 975, t h at i s  to say 
s i n ce He ls i n k i .  Hence a cert a i n  pess i ­
m i sm about  the  prospects for Madr id ,  
where some peop le  are  afra i d  a bad bar­
g a i n  w i l l  be st ruck .  

23 m i l l ion jobless 
A f u rt h er su bject fo r  preoccu pat ion  at 
t h e  sess ion was the  economy,  and i ts  
coro l l ary, the  soc ia l  s i t uat i o n .  Th i s  de­
bate was attended by Mr Em i l e  Van Len ­
nep ,  OECD Secretary General , and de l ­
egates f rom t h e  Un i ted States,  Canada, 
Japan , Austra l i a, New Zea l and and F in ­
l a n d .  There were g ro u n d s  fo r  sat i s-
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fact ion  o n  j u st o n e  q uest i o n ,  s i nce ac­
cord i n g  to Mr Van Len n ep desp i te  the  
catast roph i c  b lows s u sta i ned when o i l  
p r i ces h ad tw ice  r i sen steep ly  some pro­
g ress h ad been made and t here were en­
cou rag i ng s i g n s  for t h e  econom i c  fu tu re 
of the  O ECD count r ies .  

There was st i l i  one  fearf u l  and u n re­
l i eved b lot on the econom i c  hor izo n ,  
n a m e l y  unemp loyment ,  a p rob lem w h i c h  
par l i amentar ians from t h e  2 1  count r ies 
i nc reas i n g l y  faced i n  t h e i r  own const i t u ­
enc ies .  i t  w a s  probab l e  t h at there wou l d  
b e  a m i n i m u m  of 2 3  m i l l i on  job less i n  
t h e  O E DC count r ies  i n  a year's t i me.  i t  
was therefore u rgent ly  necessary for po l i ­
t i c i an s ,  emp loyers and u n ions  i n  Europe 
and the  i n d u st r i a l i sed n at i o n s  to devise 
new forms of work - somet h i n g  that 
wo u l d  i nev i tab ly  mean rad i ca l l y  d i f­
ferent patterns of da i l y  l i v i n g .  Th i s  i ssue 
i s  one  that w i l l  p rov ide cons i derable 
food for thought ,  at  any event ,  and cou l d  
wel l be sched u led f o r  debate a t  a fo rt h­
com i n g  Cou n c i l  of E u rope sess i o n .  

Wal k-out 
There were two f u rther  part i c u l ar l y  note­
wort h y  po i nt s  covered in the l engthy ,  
heavi ly-charged aut u m n  sess ion ,  to w i t  
t h e  debate and vote,  i n  wh ich  tem pers 
rose ,  on  the s i t uat ion  in Tu rkey, and the  
d i scuss ion  of  the  repo rt by M r  Kr ieps 

(Luxembourg)  on the res u rgence of  fas­
c i s m  in Europe.  

The parl i amentar i ans  sounded a warn­
i ng note in the d i rect ion  of the m i l i tary 
reg i me in An kara afte r  con s ider i ng  a re­
port by Mr Ste i ner  (Aust r ia) conta i n i ng a 
recommendat i on wh i c h  was adopted , 
referr i ng  to t h e  necess i ty  of a speedy re­
tu rn to democracy under penalty of meas­
u res app l i cab le  under  the  Co u n c i l  of 
Eu rope stat ute .  The Assemb ly  stand 
prom pted a sh arp react ion  on  the  part of 
Mr Toran G ü nes,  who b i tter ly  c r i t i c i sed 
h i s  co l l eagues from t h e  ot her  member  
count r ies before wal k i n g  out  of the  
Chamber together w i th  h is  t h ree fe l low­
Tu rks who h ad come to attend the  ses­
s i o n .  

Members a l so s u p po rted M r  Kr ieps 
when he u rged member  govern ments to 
l eave no sto ne u n t u r n ed in combat i ng 
t h e  a larm i ng act i v i t i es of r i g ht -w i n g  ex­
t rem i st s  who were d i ssem i n at i ng rac i st 
t h eor ies ,  w i th  the  a id  o f  b l i n d  v io lence 
on occas i o n ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  we l l  deal a 
death -b low to democracy,  i f  a l lowed to 
do so.  The Soc i a l i st mem ber from Lux­
e m bourg attem ped to ana lyse the fas­
c i st phenomenon in h i s  repo rt ,  tak ing  as 
one exam p l e  the r i se o f  rac ia l  hat red i n  
France. Two days l ater a bom b  exp loded, 
fat a l l y ,  outs ide  the syn agog ue in Rue 
Copern i c ,  Par i s .  
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AC ROSS EU R O PE 

LOUIS JOI N ET Judge, Director of the French National Commission tor Data Processing and Freedoms, Paris 

Computers and human rights 

A further step forward was taken in the human rights field when a 

con vention tor the protection of in dividuals with regard to the processin g of 

personal data was recen t ly  adopted by the Council of Europe's Com mittee 

of Ministers after four years' work.  

A soc i ety t h at i s  beco m i n g  com p uter­
i sed "consu mes" an ever-i n c reas i n g  
q uant i ty  o f  i n format ion  about peop le ' s  
pr ivate l i ves :  da ta  cards to r  al l pu rposes 
(cred i t ,  d i rect deb i t ,  i dent i f i cat ion) ,  te le­
phone b i l l s , var i ous wel fare benef i ts ,  
med i ca l  and po l i ce data  banks ,  person­
ne l  f i les  . . .  the l i st is potent i a l l y  end­
less i f  i t  is assu med that the  com puter­
i sat ion  of soc i ety i s  o n l y  i n  i ts  i n fancy .  

The Co u n c i l of  E.u rope h as j ust taken 
a f i rst step in  deal i n g  with the  soc i al 
prob lems t h i s  ra ises .  At a meet i n g  i n  
St rasbo u rg on  1 7  Septem ber 1 980 t h e  
Com m i ttee of  M i n i sters adopted a "Con­
vent ion  tor the protect ion of i n d i v i d u a l s  
w i th  regard to automat i c  process i n g  o f  
persona l  dat a " .  Th i s  w a s  a major l and­
mark i n  the  work the  Cou n c i l  of  Eu rope 
has been d o i n g  s i nce i t s  i ncept i o n  in the 
f ie ld of h u man r igh ts .  The experts who 
d rew up the  convent ion  t r i ed to an swer 
th ree quest i o n s :  

e What can be done to en s u re t h at 
poop le  i n  d i f ferent cou nt r ies enjoy prac­
t l ca l l y  t h e  same safeg uards? 

• Wh at can be done to reconc i l e ,  on 
the one hand ,  the protect ion of pr ivacy 
wh lch  necess i tates p l ac i n g  legal rest r ic ­
t ions on cert a i n  uses of person a l  f i l es ,  
and ,  on the  other ,  the safeguard i n g  of  
freedom of express lon ,  wh ich  pres up­
pose a free f l ow of  i n format ion between 
peop les? 

e How can ad m i n i strat ive co­
operat ion between count r ies be fac i l i ­
tated s o  t h at peo p l e  protected b y  the  
convent ion  can effect ive ly  exerc ise  the i r 

r i gh ts  i n  cases where i n format ion  about 
them i s  h e l d  in f i les  abroad? 

Toward s  a u n i form l aw 
H armon isat i o n  of ex i st i ng l aws i s  a 
s low and com p l ex process ,  and a l most 
tot al  l ac k  of l aws on "computers and 
f reedom "  proved to be an advantage.  As 
long ago as 1 970 the Co unc i l  of  Eu rope 
t u rned t h i s  " l ega l  vac u u m "  to account  
by provi d i n g  a European framework tor 
the protect ion  of  freedoms in the form of 
g u ide l i nes set out in two reso l u t ions :  
Reso l ut ion (73) 22  (pr i vate f i l es) and Re­
sol ut ion (74) 29 (pu b l i c  f i l es) .  The f i rst 
nat iona l  l aws adopted on the s u bj ect i n  
the 1 970s ( i n Sweden , t h e  Federal Repub­
l i c  of Germany,  Aust r ia ,  Fran ce,  Luxem­
bourg, Denmark and Norway) were l argely 
based on t h ese pr i n c i p l es .  

The  convent ion  recent ly  adopted has ,  
as i t  were ,  conso l i dated t h ese pr in ­
c i p l es .  i n  add i t ion to the  pr i n c i p les  of  
data quality (data m ust be accu rate and 
u p  to date) and security (measu res m u st 
be taken to p rotect i n format i o n  from de­
struct ion  and en sure its con f i dent i a l i ty) ,  
the  fo l lowi n g  ru l es shou l d  be noted . 

• The p u rpose of com p i l i n g  a per­
sonal data f i l e  sho u l d  be dec i ded on i n  
advance and pub l i c l y  announced ,  so 
t h at i t  can be ascerta i ned t h at any data 
processed a re in fact re levant to  t h e  
f i l e ' s  a i m ,  and are n o t  u sed t o r  any other 
purpose or  kept after  the  a im has  been 
ach ieved , except in a form w h i c h  pre­
c l udes i dent i f i cat ion  of  the person con­
cerned . 

e Everyone  has t h e  r ight  to be i n ­
formed of t h e  ex i stence and purpose of 
any persona l  data f i l e  as wel l  as the  
ident i ty  of t h e  author i ty  i n  charge of the  
f i l e .  Th i s  i s  essen t i a l  i f  an i nd iv i d u a l  i s  

Film biennale 
The f i rst b ien n ia l  " Eu ropean Envi ron mental  
F i l m  Fest i va l " ,  on the theme " H abi tat and 
Landscape", w i l l  take p l ace at Chart reuse 
de Vi l leneuve-les-Av ignon (France) from 23 
to 29 March 1 981 . it w i l l  be he ld  under the  
patronage of  the  President of the European 
Par l iament , the French M i n i ster of Cu l tu re, 
the French M i n i ster and State Secretary tor 
the Environment ,  the European Com m u n i ­
t i es'  Com m issioner t o r  the Envi ronment 
and the Secretary General  of the Cou n c i l  of 
Europe. Part of  the fest ival  w i l l  cons ist i n  a 
compet i t ion o pen to a l l  h i g h  qua l i ty  Eur­
opean f i lms  (c i nema,  te levi s ion , v ideo) on 
the habitat and l andscape theme. The w in ­
ners wi l l  be  chosen by an i nternat iona l  j u ry 
and pr izes w i l l  be g iven by the  European 
Par l i ament , the European Comm u n it ies 
Com m i ssion , the Co u n c i l  of Europe and the  
European C u l t u ra l  Foundat ion ,  wh ich  i n ­
i t iated the  fest iva l . The  Fest iva l  w i l l  he lp  
promote the w inn ing  f i l ms .  Throughout  the 
fest ival  there wi l l  a l so be an "envi ron men­
ta l  forum "  - d iscussions,  debates, exh i­
b i t ions,  ete. - on aspects of the  m a i n  
theme. 

Furt her i n format ion may be obta ined 
from the Fest ival  Secretar iat ,  55 rue de Va­
renne, F-75007 Par i s  Cedex. 
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to have gen u i n e  access to i n format ion  
concern i ng h im a n d ,  i f  necessary, h ave 
i t  corrected.  

A law without front iers 
For exam p le ,  as soon as someone has 
made a book ing  on a f l i gh t  f rom Pari s to 
Stockho l m ,  any agency l i n ked to the  
com p uter ised a i r l i n e  reservat ions  net­
work,  anywhere in the worl d ,  can cal i up 
h i s  name on a term i n al  screen .  The i nter­
n at i on a l i sat ion  of  cred i t  cards and the  
pro l i ferat ion of  m u l t i n at iona l  da ta  f i l es 
are f u rt her ev idence of the  deve l opment 
of a computer ised soc i ety  which knows 
no front iers .  To recon c i l e  a f ree f low of 
i n format ion with respect for pr ivacy, t h e  
convent ion  offers t h e  fo l l ow i n g  so l ­
u t i o n :  

• By beco m i n g  part i es to t h e  con­
vent i o n ,  states com m i t  themse lves to 
p rov ide for pract i cal l y  ident ica l  forms of 
protect ion in  t h e i r  domest i c  l aws.  At the 
same t i me t hey u ndertake not to s u bject 
t ransfront ie r  f lows of data to  any pr ior  
author i sat i on or  su pervi s i o n .  

e H owever,  s u perv i s ion  m a y ,  a s  a n  
except ion ,  b e  exerc i sed i n  cases where 
n at iona l  sovere ig nty i s  at stake or t here 

i s  a danger  of the  l aw be i n g  broke n .  Th i s  
i s  to prevent the  appearance of "dat a  
h aven s "  o r ,  more acc u rate ly ,  "tran s i t  
have n s " ,  fo r  t here i s  a r i s k  of i n for­
mat ion  be ing  t ransferred from one s i g na­
tory state v ia  anot her  s i g n atory state 
(serv i n g  mere ly  as a " l etter-box")  to a 
count ry w h i c h  has not acceded to the  
convent ion  and does  not  the refore offer 
eq u i va lent  safeg uards .  

Under  a f l ex ib le  system of adm i n i st rat­
ive co-o perat i o n ,  a com m i ttee or  i nd i v id ­
ua l  appo i nted in  each state  for m o n i tor­
i n g  data f i l es is respo n s i b l e  for forward­
ing req uests for access to data or  en­
s u r i n g  t h at t h ey are met .  

P l aying t h e  g a m e  
T h e  sp i r i t  i n  w h i c h  the  convent ion  was 
drawn u p  offers g ro u n d s  for hop i n g  that 
a l l con cerned w i l l  p l ay the  game.  The 
Co u nc i l  of Europe's Parl i am entary As­
semb ly ,  w h i c h  f i rst took up t hese mat­
ters in 1 968 (Reso l u t ion  509) , fo l l owed 
the  negot i at ions  attent ive ly  and d i d  
m uch to g u ide  them,  even expres s i n g  
the  w ish  t h at t h e  above-ment i oned p r i n ­
c i p les be d i rect l y  i n corporated i n  the  
Eu ropean Convent ion  on  H u man R i g h t s .  

I s  a computer society compa tible with individua/ freedoms ? 
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Th i s  suggest ion  h as been tem porar i l y  
d i scarded f o r  tec h n i ca l  reasons ,  b u t  i t  
ought  to b e  recons idered l ater  i n  t h e  
l i ght  of ex per ience s o  t h at i t  m ay b e  
made c l ear how f u n d amenta l  t h e  pr i n ­
c i p les are. 

Many i n st i t u t i o n s  took part in the pre­
paratory work  as observers . The most 
act ive ones i nc l uded the Com m i ss ion  of 
the European Com m u n i t ies ,  the Europ­
ean Par l i ament ,  OECD,  WHO,  the  Hague 
Conference and the  E u ropean Sc ience 
Fo undat i o n .  An u n usua l  event was t h at 
f i ve states not be lon g i n g  to the  Cou nc i l  
of  Europe (Au st ra l i a , Canada,  t h e  Un i ted 
States ,  F i n l and  and J apan)  a lso asked 
to take part in  the work as observers. 

Th i s  i nternat i o n a l i n terest in the con ­
vent ion  h ad one d i rect con seq uence:  t h e  
Com m i ttee of M i n i sters deci ded to open 
the conven t i o n  for s i g nat u re by non ­
member  co u n t r ies too.  

There i s  now therefore a reference 
f ramework for author i t i es in  ch arge of  
data banks (as wel l as for ord i nary c i t i ­
zen s) .  i t  i s  u p  t o  t hem to shou lder  t h e i r  
respo n s i b i l i t i es s o  a s  to ensure t h at t h e  
"computer i sed " soc i ety  ret a i n s  contro l  
over i t s  fut u re a n d  t h at democracy pre­
vai l s .  
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DOCU M E NTATION 
This  sect ion repo rts br iefly o n  area s  in w h ich 
the Cou nci l  of E u ro pe is  cu rrently act ive, 
outl i n i ng recent activities, future meet i ngs, 
docu mentat io n ,  ete. 
The deta i l s  are presented accord ing to the 
d ifferent themes. 
The sect ion on publ icat ions features items 
that have appeared since the last nu mber of 
Foru m .  
U nless otherw i se i nd icated , a l l  docu ments 
and publ icat ions referred to in th is  section 
( press releases, reso l utio ns, reco m men­
datio ns, reports, period ica ls a nd books) ex ist 
i n  Engl ish and F rench a nd are ava i lab le as 
long as stocks last. 

Appl icat io n for cop ies shou ld be made to : 
e Council  of E u ro pe, D irectorate of Press 
a nd l nformat io n  B. P. 431 R6 F - 67006 
Strasbou rg Cedex, F rance 
e the pub l ishers, when indicated . 

Political questions 

Proceed i ngs of the Co m m ittee of 11.'.' i n isters 

e Declaration on balanced developmen t in 
Europe, adopted by the Com mittee of M i n­
i sters on 1 6 October 1 980 at its 67th sessi on : 

The Committee of Ministers of the Council of 
Europe, 

Recalling that it has decided ta take steps in the 
name of European solidarity ta reduce the econ­
omic and social imbalances between member 
States; 

Expressing the wish that the Council of Europe 
should p/ay a more active role in the pursuit o f  
this objective; 

Taking into consideration the wishes expressed 
b y  the Assembly and the Con ference of L oca/ 
and Regional A uthorities of Europe, 

Dec/ares that it is determined: 

1. To support the reinforcemen t of the Resettle­
ment Fund of the Counci/ of Europe; 

2. Ta make greater use of the Medium Term Plan 
of intergo vernmental activities of the Council 
of Europe; 

3. Ta continue its examination of other means 
ta be deve/oped within the Council of Europe. 

Tho Committee of Ministers, 

A .  As rogards the Resettlement Fund, 

i. Wolcomos the adoption by the Governing 
Body of the Fund of the Resolution 149 (80) by 
which the latter undertakes ta contribute to reduc­
ing imbalances in Europe and encourages the or­
gans of the Fund to pursue their current studies 
aiming at increasing the Fund's resourcesappropri­
ate/y and ta adapt its activities ta the needs o f  
balanced development i n  Europe; 

ii. Looks forward ta the information from the 
Chairman of the Governing Body and the Gov­
ernor of the Resettlement Fund on the results o f  
these studies; 

ili. Notes that the wish has been expressed that 
ali member States of the Council of Europe should 
join the Resettlement Fund in due course. 

8. As regards the intergo vernmental activity of 
the Council of Europe in the framework of 
the Medium Term Plan, 

We/comes the efforts currently being made 
ta give a grea ter place in the 2nd Medium 
Term Plan ta objectives aimed at reducing 
imbalances in Europe and expresses the hope 
that a /arger share of financia/ resources will 
be devoted ta activities of this nature in the 
annual programmes of activities. 

C. As regards ot her means to be developed within 
the Council of Europe to reduce economic and 
social imbalances, 

Decides ta continue the study of the possi­
bility of introducing further projects linked 
ta those in the annua/ programmes of activ· 
ities of the Organisation, especially designed 
ta reduce imbalances in Europe and, taking 
into account the needs felt by the less privi­
leged regions, to elaborate appropria te pro· 
posals far this purpose. 

Proceed i ngs of t he Parl ia mentary A ssembly 

e Situation in Turkey, Reco m mendation 
904, adopted on 1 October 1 980 . 
See a l so the report of the Pol itica l Affa i rs 
Com m ittee ( D oc. 462 1 ) .  
D i stu rbed b y  the m i l itary i ntervention in  
Tu rkey, the Assembly a ppea ls  to the pre­
sent Turkish G overnment to ensu re an 
ea r ly  return to a democratic system .  it a l so 
ex horts it to observe the prov is ions of the 
Europea n Convent ion on H u man R ights a nd 
to re l ease w ithout de lay a l l  po l it ic ians w ho 
have not breached a l aw in torce betore the 
state of s iege was decreed . At the sa m e  t ime 
the Asse m b l y  recom mends that the Com­.
m ittee of M i n i sters c losel y  fol low d eve lop­
ments i n  Turkey a nd warn the T urkish 
G overnment agai nst a ny departu re from 
the pr inc ip les govern ing mem bersh ip  of the 
Counci l  of E u rope. 
in its order No. 392 ,  adopted on 1 October 
1 980 , the Assembly i nstructs its Po l itical  
Affairs Com m ittee to ensu re that no mem­
ber of the Tu rkish d e l egation is  p revented 
from participating in the Assem bly's work . 

e Human rights in the Soviet Union and 
freedom of peaceful assembly and of associ­
ation in Eastern Europe, R eso l ution 7 39 ,  
adopted on 27 September 1 980. 
See a l so the reports of the Com m ittee on 
R elations with E u ropean Non-mem ber 
Cou ntr ies ( Doc. 458 1 and 4582 ) .  
The Counci l  o f  E u rope member states must 
take a com mo n  stand i n  su pport of respect 
for human r ights in the East E u ropea n 
cou ntries. The Assembly encou rages them 
i n  particu lar  to u rge the East E u ropea n 
governments to respect the freedom of 
t rade u n ions a nd release a l l  i m priso ned 
members of t h e  H e ls ink i  F i na l  Act watch 
groups on the occasion of the CSC E meet­
i ng in Madrid . The Assem bly a l so su ggests 
that the U n ited Nat ions  study the possi­
b i l ity of d raw i ng u p  a convention against 
the abuse of psych iatry tor po l itica l pu r-

poses a nd expresses the hope that observers 
from Cou nci l  of E u rope cou ntries m ight 
attend cri m i na l  tr ia ls  in the Soviet U n io n .  

e Situation of the Jewish communities in 
the Soviet Union, R esolution 740, adopted 
on 27 September 1 980 . 
See a l so the report of the Com m ittee o n  
R e l at ions with E u ropea n No n-mem ber 
Cou ntries ( Doc. 4581 and 4582 ) .  
The Sov iet a uthorit ies are u rged t o  speed 
up the processi ng of appl ications from 
Sov i et Jews for em igration v i sas betore the 
CSC E meet ing in Madrid and foster a re­
laxed atmosphere at that meeti ng by releas­
i ng people  imprisoned tor try ing to exer­
cise their  right to em igrate , such as Anato l i  
Shch aransky, l da N udel and Joseph Men­
de lev ich . The Assemb l y  ca l l s  tor  an  end to a l l  
rac ia l  d i scri m i nation i n  the U SS R ,  particu­
larly i n  the educationa l sphere, a nd cal l s  on 
ifs members to approach their governments 
and nationa l par l iaments with a v iew to 
thes� matters bei ng ra ised i n  Mad rid.  

e Situation in Bolivia, R eso l ut ion 742 ,  
adopted o n  3 0  September 1 980. 
Condem n i ng the m i l itary coup d'etat in 
Bo l iv ia  and the persistent v io lat ions of h u ­
man rights i n  t h at cou ntry, t h e  Assembly  
expresses i ts  sympathy with  the  B o l ivian 
people and u rges member states not to re­
cogn i se the d i ctator ia l reg i me in B o l iv ia .  i t  
a l so a ppea l s  t o  them to cut off a l l  economic 
and cu ltura l  a id unt i l  a l ega l government has 
been restored and to fac i l itate the resett le­
ment of Bol iv ian po l itical refugees a nd 
ex i les. 
e Resurgen t fascist propaganda and its 
racist aspects, Reso l ut ion 7 43 ,  adopted on 
1 October 1 980. 
See a l so the report of the Po l it ical  Affa i rs 
Com m ittee ( Doc. 4590 ) .  
The prol iferation o f  racist acts of v io lence 
shou l d  i nd uce governm ents to take steps to 
combat propaga nda which,  ta ki ng advan­
tage of a period of socia l  and eco n o m ic 
u ncerta i nty, is seeki ng to rehab i l itate fascist 
theories in severa l Cou nci l of E u rope mem­
ber cou ntr ies .  The Assembly ca l ls tor the 
i ntrod uction of legis lat ion i n  accorda nce 
with the U n ited Nations Convention on the 
E l im i nation of Al l Forms of Racia l D i scri m i­
nation as wel l as with the Counci l of E u rope 
Committee of M i n i sters' resol ution on the 
proh i bition of racia l ,  nationa l and re l ig ious 
d i scr im i nation . i t  u rges member states to 
sign and rat ify the 1 97 4  E u ropea n Conven­
tion on the N o nappl icab i l ity of Statutory 
L imitation to Cr i mes aga inst H u m a n ity a nd 
Wa r Cr i mes. 

Meet ings 

• 3rd part of the 32nd session of the Par­
liamentary A ssembly, Strasbou rg,  26-30 
January 1 98 1 .  
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Pub 1 icat io ns 

• Report on the activities of the Council 
of Europe, Septem ber 1 979/ August 1 980 . 
Price : f: 3 . 1 0, F F  2 5 .  
• Situation in the Middle-East, Statemen ts 

by Mr. Dayan and Mr. Bou tros-Ghali fol­
lowed by questions and answers, Strasbou rg, 
1 979 ( Doc. A S/ l nf (79)  9 ) .  
e The Parliamen tary A ssembly. 
• Parliamentarians of the Council of Eur­

ope - biographies, J u l y  1 980 . 

Human rights 

Cases betore the Court 

The tol l ow i ng cases a re pen d i ng before the 
Cou rt :  

e A irey case concerning I reland 

e Winterwerp case concerning the Nether­
lands 
B oth cases concern the appl icatio n  of Art­
icle 50 of the Co nventi o n .  

e Le Compte, Van Leuven a n d  D e  Meyere 
case concerning Belgium 
The appl icants a re Be lg ian med ica l  prac­
tit ioners. They a l l ege that var iou s d isci p l i nary 
sa nctions i m posed on them v io late Artic les 
6 a nd 1 1  of the Convent ion.  
See press re leases C (78)  53 and C (80 )  1 2 . 

e Young, James and Webster case concern­
ing the United K ingdom 
The a p p l icants were d ismissed by B rit ish 
Ra i l  tor refusing to j o i n  a recogn ised trade 
u n io n .  They c l a i m  i nterference with their  
freedom of thought, conscience, ex p ression 
and association with others,  and hence v io l ­
ation of Art ic les 9 ,  10 and 1 1  of the Ccm­
vent ion .  
See press re l eases C ( 7 9 )  2 1 , C ( 80 )  24 and 
c (80 ) 25.  
e Dudgeon case concerning the United 

Kingdom 
The appl icant compla ins  of the l aws i n  force 
in Northern l re l a nd w h i ch proh ib it homo­
sex u a l  act iv it ies between males  ( i ssues u nder 
Art ic les 8 and 1 4  of the Convention ) .  
See press rel eases C ( 7 9 )  2 0 ,  C (80 )  2 9  and 
c ( 80 )  32 . 

e Buchholz case concerning the Federal 
Republic of Germany 
The appl icant su bm its that the length of 
proceed i ngs before the l abour  cou rt rep­
resents an  i nfr i ngement of Artic le 6 ,  para­
grap h  1 ,  and Art icles 3 ,  8 a nd 1 2  of the 
Conventio n .  
See press release C (80 ) 33. 

• Campbell and Cosans case concerning 
the United Kingdom 
This  case is concer ned with corpora l pu n­
ishment as a d i sc ip l i nary measure in Scott ish 
schools .  The appl icants su bm it t h at the use 
of such punish ment i nfr i nges Art icle 3 of 
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the Convention . They also a l iege v io lation 
of Artic le 2 of Protocol N o .  1 to the Co n­
vent ion.  
See press re leases C ( 80 )  35 and C (80 ) 43 . 

e X case concerning the United Kingdom 
After convict ion by a cr i m i na l  cou rt, and 
i n i tia l  deta i n ment i n  a specia l  menta l  hospi­
ta l ,  the appl icant compla i ned of the con­
d itions of his further i nternment fol iowi ng 
arrest, a l iegi ng i nfri ngement of Artic le 5 of 
the Conventio n  ( paragraphs 1 ,  2 and 4 ) .  
See press releases C (80) 35 a n d  C (80)  44 . 

Appl icat ions 

The Europea n Com m i ssion of H u man R i ghts 
has d eclared adm iss ib le  the fo l l owing appl i­
cat ions, the mer its of which w i l i  therefore 
be exa m i ned . 

At its 1 44th sessi on : 

e Seven appeals concerning disciplinary 
arrests in the army in Switzerland 
The app l icants com p l a i n  of d eci s ions r u l i n g  
their  detent ion a s  measu res o f  m i l itary d i s­
c i p l i n e  ( i ssues u nder Artic le  5 of the Con­
vention ) .  

e E. A .  A rrondelle against the United King­
dom 
The appl icant owns a house c lose to Gat­
wick Ai rport . She mainta i ns that the noise 
from the a i rport a nd a motorway ser ious ly 
i m pa i red her h ea lth ,  that she was u nab le  to 
sel i her property at a reasonab le price a nd 
that u nder E ng l ish l aw she has no effective 
remed y ( i ssues u nder Art ic l es 8 and 1 3  of 
the Convention and Artic le 1 of Protocol 
N o .  1 ) . 

e X against Belgium 

The appl icant com pla ins  of be ing sente nced 
by a court presided over by the f irst sub­
stitute in  the P u b l ic Prosecutor's Office 
who had ta ken part in the invest igatio� 
( i ssues u nder Articl e 6 of the Co nvention ) .  

A t  its 1 45th sess i on : 

e Van Marle, Van Zomeren, Flantua and 
De Bruijn against the Netherlands 
The fou r appl icants were not given auth ority 
to ca l i  themse lves "accounta nts" and exer­
cise the profession of accou nta ncy as  such, 
with i n  the mea n i ng of the l aw i n  force in 
the Netherl ands s ince 1 97 2 .  They mainta i n  
that t h e  d isputes affect ing t h e i r  civi l r ights 
were not settled fa ir ly  and in pu bl ic by an 
i ndependent and impart ia l  tr i b u na l ,  and 
that the judgm ents passed were deleter ious 
to their  ent it lement to peacefu l enjoyment 
of their possessions ( i ssues u nder Article 6 
of the Convention and Art ic le  1 of the ad­
dit iona l  Protoco l ) .  

e Jespers against Belgium 
On charges of attempti ng to m u rder h i s  wife, 
aggravated theft and forgery, the appl icant 
was sentenced to twenty years hard l abour. 
He  a l i eges that certa i n  d ocu ments were not 

presented as evidence when t he prel i m i nary 
i nvestigat ions took pl ace or when the case 
was tried before the Court of Assizes of 
Eastern F l anders and that the right to de­
fence was accord i ng ly  i nfr i nged ( issues u n ­
d e r  Art icle 6 ,  paragraph 1 ,  o f  the Con­
vent ion ) .  

E lect ions 

The Assembly e lected the fo l lowing to the 
office of j udge of the European Court of 
Human Rights on 29 Septem ber  1 980 : 

e Mr St John MacDonald (Canad ian 
nati onal ity ) ,  tor  L iechtenstein ; 

e Sir Vincent Evans ( B rit ish natio na l ity ) 
tor the U n ited K i ngdom . 

Meetings 

e 1 47th session of the European Com­
mission of Human Righ ts 
St rasbourg, 9 -20 March 1 98 1 . 

Publ icat ions 

e Yearbook of the Europeen Conven tion 
on Human Rights, Vo l u m e  22 ( 1 97 9 ) ,  b i­
l i ngua l  ( E ng l i sh/French ) .  Obta inable  from 
K l uwer Academic Pub l i shers G roup,  D ist ri­
bution Centre, P .  O .  B ox 322,  3300 A H  
Dord recht, N ether lands. Price : D F I .  2 50 .  

e Europeen Convention o n  Human Rights 
( pocket ed it ion ) .  Ava i lab le  i n  E ng l i sh ,  
F rench , Germa n ,  Spanish ,  l ta l ia n  and D utch . 

e Decisions and reports of the European 
Commission of Human Rights, Vol u m e  1 7 , 
b i l i ngual  ( E ng l ish/F rench ) .  Pr ice : l 2 .50, 
FF 20.00 .  

e The Deweer case, Se ries A (Jugdments 
and decisions of the European Court of 
Human Rights), Vo l u me 35.  Obta i nab le  from 
Cari Heymanns Verlag, Gereonstrasse 1 8 -
32 , D-5000 K ö l n  1 .  Price : D M  1 2 .20.  

e The case of Luedicke, Belkacem and Koç 
and the König case, Seri es A (Judgmen ts and 
decisions of the Europeen Court of Human 
Rights), Vo l u m e  36. Obta inable from Cari 
Heymanns Verl ag, Gereonstrasse 1 8-32 , 
D-5000 K ö l n  1 .  Pr ice : D M  7 .90. 

e The A rtico case, Ser ies A (Judgments and 
decisions of the European Court of Human 
Rights), Vol u m e  37 . Obta i nab le from Cari 
Heymanns Ver lag,  Gereo nstrasse 1 8-32 , 
D-5000 K ö l n  1 .  Price : D M  7 .90. 

e The case of lreland v. the United King­
dom, Series B (Pleadings, Oral A rgumen ts 
and Documents of the European Court of 
Human Rights), Vo l u m e  23- 1 .  Obta i nab le 
from Ca ri  Heymanns Verlag, G ereonstrafse 
1 8-32 ,  D-5000 Köl n 1 .  Pr ice : D M  469 .50 . 
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Economic 
and social affairs 

Proceed i ngs of the Com m ittee of M i nisters 

e Voca tional reintegration of migran t 
workers returning to their coun tries of ori­
gin, Reeo m mendation R (80 )  1 4  adopted on 
1 8  September 1 980 (the U n ited K i ngdom 
Representative havi ng reserved the r ight of 
her government to eom p l y  with it or  not ) .  
The Com m ittee o f  M i n isters i nvites the 
governments of the eou ntries eoneerned by 
m igratory movements j o i nt ly to seek sat is­
faetory so l utions to the p rob lems affeet i ng 
migra nt workers return i ng to their  eou ntries 
of orig i n .  The measu res p roposed eover not 
o n l y  voeational  tra i n ing and oecupational  
and socia l  rei ntegration of m igrant workers 
and their  fa m i l ies, but a l sa more ba l aneed 
industr ia l  and eeonomic deve lopment of 
the d ifferent reg ions in the member states 
eoneerned . The recom mendation ea l l s far 
further internat ional  eo-operation between 
host eou ntries a nd eou ntries of orig i n ,  par­
tieu lar ly  through b i l ate ra l a nd mu lti lateral 
agreements, and g reater use of the fund ing 
possib i l it ies affarded by the Cou nci l of 
E u rope Resett lement F u nd .  

Proceed i ng s  of the Parl ia mentary Assembly 

e Palestinian Refugees and the activities 
of the United Nations Relief and Works 
A gency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA ) ,  Reeom mendation 90 1 
adopted on 26 Septem ber 1 980 . 
See a l so the report of the  Com m ittee on 
M igrat i o n ,  Refugees and Demography ( Doc. 
4583 ) .  
U N W R A, whose work on behalf of Pa lest in­
ian refugees i s  pu re ly  h u m anitaria n ,  is  at 
present in the t h roes of a grave f ina neial  
er is is .  W h i l e  eneo u raging the member states 
to eontribute towards  a pol itieal sol ut ion 
of the Pa lesti n ia n  prob lem,  the reeom men­
dat ion u rges them to i ncrease their  regu lar  
eo ntr ibutions to  U N W R A  and to  make 
spec ia l  do nations at once to enable it to 
eonti nue its ed ueat ion p rogramme. The 
Assembly a lso ea l ls far po l it iea l approaches 
to the o i l -prod uci ng Arab cou ntr ies to 
persu ade them to i ncrease their regu lar  
eontr ibutions to the U NW R A  budget, a nd 
far the USSR a nd other E ast Eu ropea n 
states to be asked to reve rse their  pol icy of 
non-contribut ion  i n  v iew of t he pu re ly 
humanitar ian and no n-po l it ica l natu re of 
the orga nisation's aet ivit ies.  

e The right of a/iens to vote and stand in 
loca/ authority elections, Recom mendat ion 
903 adopted o n  30 September 1 980. 
See a lsa the report of the Committee on 
M igratio n ,  Refugees and Demography ( Doe. 
4586 ) .  
The Assembly reeommends the im med iate 
i m plementation of the eoncl u s ions of the 
Conferenee of E u ropea n M i n isters respon­
s ib le far Local G overnment, he ld  i n  Madr id 
l ast May.  The main point i n  those eo ncl u­
sions is  the lau neh i ng of a study lead i ng to 

a mu lt i l atera l l egal  i nstru ment def i n ing the 
m i n im u m  eiv ie r ights ( i nclud ing t h e  r ight 
to vote a nd sta nd far e lect ion)  to be gra nt­
ed to the nationa ls  of a Cou nc i l  of E u rope 
member state l iv i ng in another member 
state . 

e Compulsory visas for Turkish nationa/s, 
Reeommendation 906 adopted on 2 Octo­
ber 1 980 . 
See a l sa the report of the Comm ittee on 
M igrat ion,  Refugees a nd Demography ( Doc . 
462 5 ) . 
The Assembly d i sapproves of the d eeis ion 
ta ken by the F edera l R epu b l i e  of Germany 
a nd F ra nce to i ntrod uee eompu lsory v isas 
far Turkish nationa l s  as from 5 Oetober 
1 9 80. it  reeom mends t hat t he Com m ittee 
of M i n isters s hou ld  u rge the govern ments 
app l y i ng these measu res to rev iew their 
deeisions (and repea l the measu res ) without 
del ay ,  a nd ask the governments of other 
member states not to take s i m i l a r  measu res 
agai nst Turkish nationa ls. 

e Co-operation between the coun tries of 
northern and sou thern Europe, Reeo m men­
dation 905 adopted on 2 October 1 980 . 
See a l sa the repo rt of the Po l itica l Affa irs 
Com m ittee and the Com m i ttee on E con­
omie Affa irs and Deve lopment ( Doe. 45 7 4 ) .  
i n  R eeom mendation 86 1 ,  adopted i n  1 979,  
the Assem b l y  expressed i ts  profaund eo n­
v iet ion that the Counci l  of E u rope should 
p l ay a more act i ve part i n  strengthen ing co­
operation between the cou ntries of northern 
and southern E u rope. Bel iev i ng that the 
various actions proposed in  t hat text are st i l i  
va l id ,  a n d  i ndeed rendered even more u rgent 
by worsen i ng eeonom ic a nd socia l  i m bal ­
ances i n  E u rope, the Assembly re iterates its 
requ est to the Com m ittee of M i n isters to 
estab l ish c loser pol itieal co-operation among 
a l i  the member states a nd to g ive h igh pr i ­
or ity to projects far north-south co-oper­
at ion in  the seeond Med iu m-Term P l an far 
the i ntergovernmenta l act iv it ies of the Cou n ­
c i l  of E u rope ( 1 98 1 -86 ) .  it  emphasises the 
need far a program me of tech n ica l eo-oper­
ation i n  favou r of the cou ntries of southern 
E u rope to be i mplemented as a matter of 
urgency . i n  add it ion,  the Assem bly bel ieves 
that the Resett lement F u nd shou ld h ave 
greater f inane ia l resou rces so as to p l ay a 
more act ive role in promoti ng more ba l­
anced E u ropea n development.  
F i na l ly, the var ious E u ropea n conferences 
of specia l ist m i n isters cou ld be asked to 
eontribute in the i r  own specif ie f ie lds  to 
red ressing the bal ance in E u rope. 

e Report on the activities of the Organis­
ation tor Economic Co-operation and De­
velopment (OECD) in 1979, Reso l ut ion 7 37 
adopted on 25 September 1 980 . 
See a l sa the report of the Com m ittee on 
Econom ic Affa irs a nd Develo pment ( Doe. 
4592 ) .  
Aeeord i ng to the Assem bly,  the prior ity ob­
ject ives of eeo nomie pol iey in O EC D  mem­
ber states sho u l d  be to eom bat unemploy­
ment and st i m u l ate renewed eeonom ie ae­
tiv ity by eneouraging investment and a l -
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lowi ng eonsu m ption to p ick up .  The mem­
ber states a re a l sa invited to persevere with 
thei r effarts to promote energy sav i n g  at a l i  
l evels  and deve lop every a lternative energy 
source. Regard i ng env i ro nmenta l proteet ion,  
the Assem b l y  recom mends improved eo­
ord i nat ion between O E CD and the Cou nci l 
of E u rope so as to ensu re better u se of the 
resou rees avai lable to the  two o rga n isations 
i n  th is  sphere.  O n  agr ieu ltu re, the Assembly 
eneou rages the OECD mem ber  states to 
a i m  at "safety margins" i n  a number of i m ­
porta nt crops f a r  i nternal  needs, i nereased 
faod a id and futu re export opportu n ities.  
The reso l ut ion fu rther invites the O E C D  
mem ber states t o  adopt a com mon approach 
to f isher ies a nd eneou rages O E C D  to co n­
t inue its  work on the spee ifie problems 
fac i ng agr ieu ltu re i n  southern E u rope. F i ­
na l ly,  the Asse m b l y  exp resses the hope that 
close co-operat ion w i l l  be mainta i ned be­
tween the Cou n c i l  of E u rope and O EC D  i n  
t h e  f ie ld  o f  edueat ion.  

Publ ications 

• E ffects on emp/o ymen t of large-sca/e use 
of microprocessors. 

e Patterns of unemployment in Europe. 
Pr ice : f: 3 .00 , F F  2 5 .00 . 

e Records of the Conference of European 
Ministers responsible tor migra tion affairs. 

e The activities of the Committee on mi­
gra tion, refugees and demography of the 
Parliamentary A ssembly in the field of 
migra tion ( Doe. AS/inf (80 )  3 ) .  

e lth Seminar o n  ln terna tional Voluntary 
Service, Strasbourg,  29-30 Oetober 1 979 : 
"The ro le of vo lu ntary service in the 3rd 
development deead e "  ( D oc.  1 VS/Sem (7 ) 
Canel . ) .  

e Social services: new forms in structure 
and organisation. Pr iee : f: 1 . 1 0 , F F  9 . 00 .  

e New trends in European mortality, Pop­
ulation studies, nô . 5. Pr iee : f: 1 .7 5 ,  F F  
1 4 .00 . 
e The comparative costs of hea/th care 
given inside and outside hospita/s. Pr ice : 
f: 1 . 1 0 ,  F F  9 .00 . 

e The patien t as an active participan t in his 
o wn treatment. Pr iee : f: 1 . 1 0 ,  F F 9 .00 . 

Education, 
science and culture 

On these q u est ions, see a l sa the spec ia l ised 
b u l let i ns eom pi led by the D ireetorate of 
Educat ion,  Cultu re and Spo rt :  

e Ne ws-letter/Faits Nouveaux 
Conta ins infarmation on edueational  de­
ve lopments ( leg is lat ion,  genera l po l icy 
statements, eom m ittee repo rts, ete .  in the 
member states of the Cou nei l  far Cu ltu ra l  
Co-operat ion (CDCC) . Art ic l es are i n  Eng l ish 
or Freneh depend i ng on the cou ntry eon ­
cerned . Pu b l ished five t i mes a yea r .  
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• Cultural Policy 
Counei l  of E u rope i nformation notes on 
eultu ra l  pol i ey trends and innovat ions, 
eonta i n i ng news of other organ i sations and 
member eou ntries as  we l l  as an a n n otated 
b ib l iography.  T h i s  bu l l et i n  is a l so p u b l i shed 
in German (app ly  to E u ropa U n i o n  Ver l ag,  
Baehstrasse 32 , Postfaeh 1 529.  D-5300 
Bonn 1 ) .  N o .  2/3-80 dea l s  with the state 's 
ro le  vis-a-v is  the eu lture industries.  

e New Trends 
N ews bu l l et i n  of the E u ropean network of 
ad u lt ed ueat ion i nteraet ion projeets.  l n­
forms network part ie i pants and i nterested 
cireles of relevant events (v i sits, m eeti ngs, 
pub l ieat ions, ete. ) .  Publ ished th ree or four 
t imes a yea r .  No.  6 (Oetober 1 980 ) i s  de­
voted to the network's aetiv it ies dur ing the 
first ha lf  of 1 980. 

e E UDISED R & D (Research and Devel­
opment) Bul/etin 
Cont i nuous su rvey of major edueat iona l  
researeh projeets i n  progress or a l ready 
completed in Cou ne i l  of E u ro pe member 
states. Abstraets in E ngl ish,  F reneh or 
G erman,  depend i ng on the eountry eon­
eerned . Subser ipt ion : f. 1 5  for fou r i ssues : 
issues 9 - 1 2 ,  1 980-8 1 . Apply to N F E R  
Pub l ish i ng Com pany Ltd , Darvi l l e  House, 
2 Oxford Road East ,  G B -Wi ndsor S L4 1 D F .  

Proceed i ng s  of the Par l ia mentary A ssembly 

e The Olympic Games and the outlook for 
their future, Reso l ut ion 7 38 a nd Reeom­
mendat ion 900 , adopted on 26 September 
1 980 . 
See a l so report of the Committee on Cu ltu re 
and Edueat ion ( Doe. 4585 ) .  
After out l i n i ng the pr ineip les o n  whieh the 
Ga mes were based i n  Ant iqu ity, the Assem­
b ly  looks at  the d ifferent faetors posing a 
threat to the ir  surviva l  ( i nereas i ngly po l it i ­
eal e l ement, scale ,  eom mereia l  emphasis,  
professiona l i sm,  ete ) .  it  eal l s  for the sum­
mer Olympie G a mes to return to th e ir  
cou nt ry of  orig i n ,  to a s ite close to O l ympia , 
and u rges member govern me nts to rea l ise 
t h i s  objeet ive i n  eonsu ltat ion with the l nter­
national  O ly mpic Com m ittee . 

e Youth Co-operation in Europe, R ecom­
mend ation 902 adopted on 27 Septem ber 
1 980. 
See a l so the report of the Com m ittee on 
Cu ltu re and E ducat ion ( Doc. 4587 ) .  
The recom mendation voiees the Assembly's 
anx iety that theviews and eoneerns ofyoung 
peopl e  sha l l  be reflected i n  al l  parts of the 
Cou nci l  of E u rope's i ntergovernmenta l work 
p rogramme.  it  emphasises the i m po rta nee 
of maki ng the fu l l est poss ib le  use of the 
E u ropea n Youth Centre a nd the E u ro pea n 
Youth Fou ndation i n  see k i ng to promote 
the activities of you ng people  on a E u rope­
wide sea le,  a nd cal l s  on the member states 
to make ava i l ab l e the fu nds t hat are needed , 
at both national and E u ropea n leve ls ,  i n  
order t o  perm it genu i ne youth co-operat ion .  
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e A ir traffic control, R esolut ion 7 4 1  adopt­
ed on 30 September 1 980. 
See a l so the repo rt of the Com m ittee on 
Science a nd Tech nology ( Doc. 46 1 0 ) .  
The Assembly notes the i nereas ing d iffi­
eult ies of a i r  traff ic in E u rope, despite the 
existence for over twenty years of an orga n­
isation responsib le  for  the secu rity of a ir 
traffic,  " Eu roco ntro l " . it deplores the i n­
adequ acy of the mea ns at the organ i sation's 
d isposa l ,  a nd cal l s  o n  member governments 
to take j o i nt action to make it easier for new 
members to j o i n ,  and to br ing pressu re to 
bear on the relevant E u roco ntrol bod ies so 
that t hey enl arge its ra nge of activ it ies .  

Pub l icat ions 

e The State 's role vis-a-vis the culture in­
dustries. Docu ments re lat ing to the Con­
ference held i n  Strasbou rg from 28 to 30 
Apri l 1 980 ( Doc. CC-CO N F-- I C  5 ) .  

e Children and culture, Cu ltural Po l icy, 
Studies Series no.  1 .  Price : f. 1 .50,  F F  1 2 .00 . 

e Community media, Cu ltura l  Pol icy,  
Studies Ser i es no.  2 .  Price : f. 1 . 50,  F F 1 2 .00.  

e Reflections on language · needs in the 
school. Pr ice : f. 0.60, F F  5 .00 . 

e Development of adult education. F i na l  
report .  Price : f. 1 .90, $ 1 0.00, F F  1 5 .00 . 

e The Olympic Games and the ou tlook for 
their future. 

e Prohibition of the use of chlorofluoro­
carbons and other measures to preserve the 
ozone layer. 

Youth 

Study sessions orga nised at the E u ropean 
Youth Centre ( EY C )  i n  Strasbourg : 

e European Trade Union Confederation 
( E . T .  U .  C . ) ,  2 5 January-1 February 1 9 8 1 . 
Theme : The situat ion of young workers i n  
E u rope a n d  t h e  duties a n d  a i ms of E u ro­
pean youth i n stitutions. 

e World Scou t Organization - European 
Regional Office, 25-31 January 1 98 1 . 
Theme : R o l e  and manager i a l  s k i l l s  of pro­
fessiona l scouters. 

e European Committee for Young farmers 
and 4H clubs, 8-1 5 Febru ary 1 98 1 . 
Theme : Persona l deve lo pment for ru ral 
youth in the E u rope of the eighties. 

e lnternational Falcon Movement/Socialist 
Educationallnternational ( 1 .  F .  M . - S. E .  1 . ) ,  
8-1 5 F ebruary 1 98 1 . 
Theme : The role of ch i l d ren's cam ps i n  
socia l ist educat ion.  

e Council of European National You th 
Committees ( C .  E .  N .  Y .  C . ) . 2 2  Febru ary -
1 March 1 98 1 . 

Theme : The role of E u ropea n youth orga n­
isations vis-a-v i s  Lat i n  Amer ica . 

e World Federalist You th - Ne w ln ter­
national Order ( W .  F .  Y .  - N .  1 .  O . ) ,  
2 2  February - 1  Ma reh 1 98 1 . 
Theme : Tech nological choices and the new 
internat iona l order.  

e European Confedera tion of You th Club 
Organisations ( E .  C .  Y .  C . ) ,  8-1 5 March 
1 98 1  ) .  
Theme : Youth a nd creativity. 

Co l loqu ies: 

e European Federa tion far lntercultural 
L earning ( E .  F .  1 .  L . ) ,  1 8-23 J anu ary 1 98 1 . 
Theme : Cultura l  l iteracy a nd i ntercu ltural 
commu n icat i o n .  

e Democrat Youth Community of Europe 
( D .  E .  M .  Y .  C . ) ,  1 6-2 1 March 1 98 1 . 
Them e :  US - Eu ropea n relations : w ith 
particu l ar emphasis on youth q uest ions. 

Publ icat ions 

e lnformation Bul/etin no. 3/80 of the Eu­
ropean Youth Centre. 

Environment, 
Regional planning 
and Local authorities 

Readers sho u l d  a l so eonsult the fo l low i ng 
speci a l i sed per iod icals prepared by the 
D irectorate of the E nv i ronment a nd Loca l 
Authorities : 

e lnformation Bul/etin on Municipal and 
Regional Matters. 
Quarter l y  i n  E ng l ish a nd French ; sum mary 
versions i n  German and l ta l i a n .  

e lnformation Bul/etin o n  Transfron tier 
Co-operation. 
Quarterly offpr int  from the a bove b u l leti n .  

e A Future for our Past. 
l nformat ion bu i let i n  concerned with monu­
ments a nd sites. N o .  1 6  is a specia l  issue 
devoted to the F u lda Congress on craftsman­
sh i p  a nd conservation (J u ne 1 980 ) .  

e Ne wsletter - Na ture. 
Pub l i shed e leven t i mes a year i n  E ng l i sh ,  
F rench,  German,  lta l ia n ,  G ree k,  D uteh ,  
Norwegian,  Portuguese ,  Span ish a n d  T u r­
kish .  

e Naturopa 
l l l ustrated q uarterly rev iew pu b l i shed in 
E ng l i sh ,  F rench, G erman and lta l i a n .  N o .  
36 is given over t o  natu re i n  towns, a con ­
tribution t o  the E u ropea n u rban rena issance 
eampa ign .  
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e Campaign launched by the European ln­
formation Centre for Nature Conservation: 
"Protection of wildlife and na tura/ habitats" 
A st icker bea r ing  the s loga n "Co nserve 
Nature" is  ava i lab le  in F rench,  E ng l ish and 
German . 
Protected a n i m a l s  a n d  p l ants are featu red 
on t h ree stam p  i ssues. The th ird is a set of 
sta mps specia l l y  issued in co nnect i o n  w ith 
the campaign by the l r ish and Turkish post 
off ices. 

Pub l icat ions 

e Selective bibliography on agricu/ture and 
the environment, Docu mentary Series, 
no. 4,  b i l ingual  ( E ng l ish/ F rench ) .  

e Official report o f  debates o f  the X / Vth 
session of the Conference of L oca/ and 
Regional A u thorities of Europe, Strasbou rg ,  
1 6-1 8 October  1 97 9 .  Pr ice : f. 3 . 7 5 ,  
F F  30.00 .  

e Tex ts adopted by the X Vth session o f  
the Conference of L oca/ and Regional 
A u thorities of Europe, Strasbou rg ,  1 0 -1 2 
J u ne 1 980 , b i l i ngual  ( E ngl ish / F rench ) .  

e Promoting democracy and balanced de­
velopmen t in Europe. The loca/ and regional 
contribution. 

e The strengthening of loca/ structures, 
with specia/ reference to amalgamation and 
co-operation between municipalities in 
Council of Europe member states, Study 
Ser ies L oca/ and Regional A u thorities in 
Europe, no.  1 O ( revi sed version inco rpor­
at i ng cha nges u p  to Apr i l  1 980 ) .  Pr ice : 
f. 1 . 1 0 ,  F F  9 .00.  

e Constitutional and legislative pro visions 
concerning the organisation of regional 
government, Docu ment Ser ies L ander, 
Cantons and Regions in Europe. Docu ment 
no .  1 :  F ederal  Repu b l ic of G ermany.  Do­
cu ment no.  2 :  Spa i n .  

e Reviving rural Europe, by G raham Moss, 
in the Series European Regional P/anning, 
no.  29 .  Pr ice : f. 0 . 7 5 ,  F F  6.00.  

e Definition and measuremen t of the fac­
tors that cause urban expansion and their 
influence on each o ther, by Aldo Cuzzer 
and Paolo Ava re l l o ,  i n  the Ser ies Euro­
pean Regional P/anning, no.  30 . Pr ice : 
f. 0 .75 ,  F F  6 .00. 

e The Pyrenees: their role in European 
integration and the requirements of trans­
frontier co-opera tion, by Jacq ues R obert, 
in the Ser ies European Regional Planning, 
n o .  3 1 . Pr ice : f. 0 . 7 5 ,  F F  6 . 00 .  

• Report o n  building costs. 

Legal affairs 
Docu mentat ion on l ega l affa i rs w i l l  appear 
i n  the next issu e of Forum (1  /8 1 ) .  

Council o f  Europe Forum No . 4180 , Printed b y  Morstadt, Kehl, F .  R .  G .  Responsible editor: Hugh L .  Beesley, Council o f  Europe, 67006 Strasbourg Cedex . 

C H ANG E O F  ADD R ESS 

F O R U M  readers who change thei r address are k i nd l y  requ ested to send i n  

th i s  card together with the old address label . 

New address ______________________ _ 

(w l th  postal code where appl icable )  
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• 
Strasbourg 

Conseil de I' Europe 

Service de presse et d' i nformation 
Sect ion des l istes d'expedit ion 

< 

67006 STRASBOURG CEDEX 
France 

21 member States 

Austria 
Be lg i  um 
Cyprus 
Oenmark 
Federa l Repub l ic 
of Germany 
France 
Greece 
l celand 
l re land 
ltaly 
Liechtenstein 
Luxembourg 
Malta 
Netherlands 
Nerway 
Portuga l 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Turkey 
United K i ngdom 
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